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Introduction:

Don’t angels pretty much know everything that is going on about God and His plans?  Have you ever really thought about this?  Perhaps we have just assumed more than the Scripture actually tells us.  This would be pretty easy to do actually.  We might imagine that spirit beings who live in the presence of God know what God is thinking and why He is doing what He does.  
When Jesus was speaking of His return in judgment however, He told us this: 
Matthew 24:35-36  35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.  36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.

So, although powerful and beautiful, angels are not “all” knowing.  They dwell in the presence of God, but are not privy to His thoughts or intentions.  Like men, angels stand in awe of God.  

The subject of our passage today is “Our Salvation.”  [verse 10]  Take your Bibles and turn to I Peter chapter one. 

1 Peter 1:10-13  10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.  

Notice how these verses start.  Peter wants to speak about “this salvation” that God has so blessed you with.  When he says “as to this salvation” he is indicating that what follows is regarding this wonderful salvation that God has given to you.  What we know so far about it is: 
· God Sovereignly chose to save us [1-2]

· He did it by sprinkling us with the blood of Christ [2]

· He also caused us to be born again [3]
· He gave us living hope…Jesus Himself [3b]

· He gave us an eternal inheritance…The Father Himself [4]

· He gave us His personal protection. [5]
· He proves Himself totally sufficient through our trials  [7] 
and
· He gives us unspeakable Joy while protecting and sustaining us [ 8-9] 
This Scripture reveals four remarkable realities about your Salvation:

· The Prophets knew about it in the Old Testament [10-11]
· The Prophets knew that they would not see it themselves  [12]

· It finds its realization in the Gospel  [12b]

· Not even the angels of God could have imagined it. [12c]

The Prophets knew about it in the Old Testament [10-11]

1 Peter 1:10-11  10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.

The prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come:  The Old Testament new that Messiah was coming.  I used to think that when Jesus showed up it was a big surprise, but Peter says, “NO!... they knew.”  Not only that, but they knew He would be the source of their Salvation and not their own law and self-righteousness.  
Jesus Himself affirms that He was seen in the Old Testament. Jesus preached Himself out of the Old Testament on many occasions.  Let me show you just a couple.  

 Luke 4:16-21  16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.  17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written,  18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD."  20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
This was very early on in His ministry. After His resurrection He also revealed Himself out of the Old Testament.  
Luke 24:25-27   25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
Not only did they know that Messiah was coming to save them but they also knew it would be by Grace and not their own works.  Ezekiel spoke to Israel in their greatest hour of spiritual failure.  In captivity in Babylon God reveals His grace. 
Ezekiel 36:22-32  22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went.  23 "I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight.  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.  25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  28 "You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.  29 "Moreover, I will save you from all your uncleanness; and I will call for the grain and multiply it, and I will not bring a famine on you.  30 "I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations.  31 "Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and your abominations.  32 "I am not doing this for your sake," declares the Lord GOD, "let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel!"
Here God reveals through Ezekiel the purpose and outcome of pure unvarnished grace.  It does not make men bold to sin as many assert.  When you are truly saved by grace your heart will for the first time begin to hate your own sin.  No man will ever turn away from what he loves but he will turn away from what he hates. 
Made careful searches and inquiries:  The prophets and the faithful of Israel sought God for knowledge of His salvation.  They wanted to know.  Listen to Daniel:
Daniel 9:2-5   2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.  3 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.  4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,  5 we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances.
Daniel knew that if God would act it would be in Grace Alone.  Grace is not new to the New Testament.  God always acts with Grace…Most men never understood it, but the prophets did.  Listen to how Daniel draws his prayer to a conclusion: 
Daniel 9:17-19   17 "So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary.  18 "O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion.  19 "O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name."
Seeking to know what person or time: Daniel wanted to know when.  He had read Jeremiah and was seeking to know when God would save:
Jeremiah 29:10 "For thus says the LORD, 'When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.

God told Him both when and who in the spectacular prophecy of Daniel chapter nine.  

Daniel 9:21-26  21 while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering.  22 He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, "O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding.  23 "At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.  24 "Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.  25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing,
The Spirit of Christ within them was indicating:  The Holy Spirit was producing the Word of God through the mouths of the Prophets and it was always about Christ.  The Spirit was lifting up Christ 490 years before He appeared on the earth.  
He [The Holy Spirit]  predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow: The story of the Cross started with Genesis.  We call it the Plan of Redemption.  It was not pieced together at the last minute.  The New Testament writers did not try to create a story out of the tragedy of the Cross.  To the contrary in every way.  The Holy Spirit had predicted the suffering and the glory of the Savior.  

The Sufferings of Christ:  

 Isaiah 53:3-7  3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

The Glories to Follow:

Isaiah 9:6-7  6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
2 Samuel 7:12, 16 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom…..16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'"

They wanted to know who He would be.  They wanted to know when He would come and the more they looked into it and prayed for wisdom and knowledge, it was revealed to them that they were not going to be the generation to see Messiah.  

Even the greatest and last prophet, John the Baptist was still searching and inquiring earnestly about the Messiah, and His time and work. 

Matthew 11:1-3  When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities.  2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples  3 and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?"  

This is not a spirit of doubt.  It is a spirit of inquiry.  A hunger for the Messiah and His appearing.  Even after receiving revelation from God at Christ’s baptism, John is still hungering for the realization of his Messiah and his salvation.  
Notice how Jesus responds:  A simple “YES” would seem sufficient, but Jesus does just what Peter asserts in our passage.  He takes John directly to the prophets of the Old Testament and instructs John in what he clearly already knew. 
Matthew 11:4-6   4 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.  

Go and tell John what you have seen. He will know these passages from Isaiah.  God has not done anything here without revealing it to His prophets first. 

Isaiah 35:5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy.

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;
The Prophets knew that they would not see it themselves  [12]

1 Peter 1:12  2 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things

At this point John realized that he was about to die.  His ministry was to herald Messiah’s arrival and he had seen Him come but would not see the realization of His work.  
Daniel was given a very precise time schedule.  He was already an old man and God revealed to Him that He was getting revelation for another generation and not his own.  Yes, God would keep His short term promise to bring Israel back to the land of Jacob but the new King would not appear for 500 years.  The hope of Israel was their Messiah and they would not see Him in Daniel’s day.   
Jeremiah died hated by the people never having seen any of the restoration of Israel.  He knew it when He told them they would spend 70 years in Babylon. 
Moses knew that God would send another prophet.  Someone Israel would listen to but he would not live to see it.   
Deuteronomy 18:15-18  5 "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.  16 "This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.'  17 "The LORD said to me, 'They have spoken well.  18 'I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
Jesus Christ was that prophet.  Israel will eventually listen to Him.  We believe this because the prophets say so.
It finds its realization in the Gospel  [12b]

1 Peter 1:12  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-

The prophets were telling the redemption story.  They knew they were telling it.  They knew it would be a redemption by grace because men will never be righteous enough to merit any favor from God.  They knew they themselves would not see it. They wanted to know who the Messiah would be.  They wanted to know when He would come…and God revealed to them that they were really speaking to another generation.  We are that generation.  

We announce today with Peter: 

Acts 4:10-12  10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead-- by this name this man stands here before you in good health.  11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved." 

With Paul: 

1 Timothy 2:3-7  3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.  7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
Romans 1:15-17   15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  

Not even the angels of God could have imagined it. [12c]

1 Peter 1:12  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.
What exactly do angels know about God?  Well it turns out that they know a lot.  

They know He is Holy: 

Isaiah 6:1-4  In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."  4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.
They know that He cannot be approached by sinful beings: 
Genesis 3:24  24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.

They know He is awesome and rules from the Heavens: 

Psalm 103:19-21  19 The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over all.  20 Bless the LORD, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word!  21 Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, You who serve Him, doing His will.
but
They do not know about His grace, mercy and salvation:  They were stunned by it at the Cross.  Like the prophets of the past they have developed an insatiable desire to know about it.  

Long to look:  This is an all consuming desire.  It is not idle curiosity.  It is an inner drive to know about this.  And why?  Why do angels long to know about something that is not even for them?  Ask yourself this now.  Don’t just let these few words slid off your lap.  God put them here for a purpose.  Here is the answer.  
At the Cross God revealed Himself …went public with Himself….made Himself glorious before all creation.  So amazing was the Cross that the angels who would have thought they had a pretty good understanding of God were stunned into pure awe.  Since that time they have been…like all creation…amazed at the Sovereign Grace of the Creator of all things. 
The word “To Look” means “to stoop to look.”  This takes effort.  They do not cast a casual glance in the direction of Calvary.  They are daily, continually stooping to watch the spectacle of Redemption.   
CONCLUSION

God had revealed His plan to the prophets.  It began with a thorough going condemnation of the sin of Israel followed by specific details about the judgment they would face. Although God calls for repentance they did not repent.  They never ever lived up to the righteousness of God.  

Psalm 53: There is no one who does good. 2 God has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there is anyone who understands, Who seeks after God. 3 Every one of them has turned aside; together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.
And neither does anyone else.  The church is not living up to the righteousness of God.  Some imagine that they are righteous but God applies the same standard to all men as He did to Israel.  Men will never save themselves with religion, ritual and self-righteousness. 

Instead God  will act unilaterally to save…not because anyone deserves it but because He is full of mercy and grace.  These characteristics make Him even more glorious than His Sovereignty alone.  A Supreme Sovereign who acts with unabashed mercy and love toward the totally undeserving?  
This my friends is the gospel.  It is about Christ.  It is not about men.  Men are hopelessly lost.  We do not even seek God until He comes seeking us. Jesus paid it all.  He bore your sins in His body on the Cross.  He who had no sin became sin for you.  He is the name under heaven whereby you must be saved.  
This has captivated the heart of angels.  They saw Satan fall from heaven.  They watched as his tail swept a third of the stars from the presence of God.  One third of all the angels, hopelessly and irreconcilably lost for eternity!   God did not reveal His mercy toward the angels.  He did not send His son to die for the angels.  Instead He proposed the cross before the beginning of creation and carried it out on a hillside in Judah.  He made Himself even more glorious to the angels than they ever imagined…and they could imagine a lot. 
What does this mean to you?  
· Your personal salvation was always a plan of God. 

· The whole Bible is full of the revelations of Christ.  Embrace the OT for what it is.  Revelation about your Messiah.  The prophets knew He was coming but they would not see it. 

· Your salvation is giving glory to God.  It is to the Praise of His Glory that He saves sinners by grace.  Creation is stunned into silence over it.  Angels stoop to look into it daily and even stubborn Israel will be fully saved in the future, by Her gracious and merciful Savior.   In that day all the redeemed of the Earth will finally gather to give God the Glory He alone deserves. Listen to how this  salvation will ultimately end.
Zechariah 14:1-9  Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!  6 In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  7 For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.  8 And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.  9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.
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