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Introduction:

There had been another mighty earthquake [the second in three days]. The tomb was empty, the stone was rolled away, the Roman guards shook and became like dead men and then fled. The grave clothes were still in the tomb, but the body was gone.  An angel told the women that Jesus had risen from the dead and then Jesus Himself appeared alive and spoke to the women in person.  But…no one actually saw Jesus rise from the dead.  

No…this is not a sermon on the resurrection.  It is about proof.  What constitutes proof.  What does it take to actually prove something that cannot be seen directly?  Our law and the courts occupy themselves with such questions.  The “rules of evidence” are designed to provide the framework in which our courts operate.  If someone rejects the evidence then they consider the case unproven.  

Jesus began His public ministry with a bang:  Here is the event as John records it: 

John 2:13-21  13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables;  16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business."  17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME."  18 The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?"  19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20 The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"  21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.

The evidence Jesus offered was His resurrection from the dead. Now stop and ponder this for a moment.  Most of the world in Jesus day rejected this evidence.  The priests sought to silence the witnesses.  The disciples thought the women were just babbling incoherently. The travelers on the Emmaus road were still unable to believe it. 
Jesus Himself was the proof.  One can always argue with the evidence, the witnesses and the alleged facts surrounding Jesus Christ, but Jesus is the proof that satisfies.   The disciples believed when they saw Jesus.  But wait…How are men to see Him today?  If He is not present on the earth having returned to the Father’s side what is it that will constitute proof of His existence and the sufficiency of His work on the cross?   
You may be surprised to know that even the men of Jesus day could not see Him for who He was.  His own disciples did not know who He was.  They thought he would lead them to a revived Israeli Kingdom and freedom from Rome.  The crowds that saw His miracles did not see HIM for who He was.  They grumbled about His teaching on one occasion and Jesus responded this way: 

John 6:42-44   42 They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven '?"  43 Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.  44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.   

When Peter said, “You are the Christ.  The Son of the Living God.”…even then Jesus pointed out that Peter could not know that apart from a work of God in His heart. 

Matthew 16:17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

What we learn from this is that men cannot see Christ until God reveals Him to them.  This, I believe is what prompted the words Jesus spoke to Thomas, one week after His resurrection: 
John 20:27-29   27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing."  28 Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"  29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed."

Was the evidence true?  Was the testimony true?  Yes on both counts, but Thomas only believed when He saw Christ.  Similar words echo in the passage before us this morning.  Let’s read it together: 
1 Peter 1:6-9  6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
We have seen that even Jesus when He was on the earth, relied upon the Father to reveal Him to men.  Let that soak in for a moment……….When He returned to heaven He told us to rely upon the Holy Spirit to reveal Him to men.  Jesus offered evidence, but trusted The Father to reveal Him.  We still give evidence.  We are the witnesses.  We do not persuade however.  We rely upon the Holy Spirit to reveal Christ to the hearts of men.  Brothers and sisters…this is how you were saved.  The Holy Spirit revealed your sinful state to you and revealed Jesus Christ as the only solution to it.  This is why we preach Christ.  Ritual, Good Works and even perfect doctrine will not save a man.  Only Christ…ONLY CHRIST!  
But Peter is speaking to believers who have seen the Savior and embraced Him as their Lord.  Notice verse three

Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Not only did God cause us to be born, but He also gave us an inheritance:

Peter 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

…and it is an eternal inheritance.  It is kept for us and we are kept for it… right up to the time when we will actually receive it. 

1 Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

The problem in the passage before us can be stated this way:  If God set His affection on me, caused me to be born again, adopted me as His child and gave me an eternal inheritance…why am I distressed by various trials in my life?  We greatly rejoice in all that God has unilaterally done for us…even though…we are distressed.  The answer comes from this Scripture.  We can pick up the nuggets right off the ground if we read it carefully and correctly.  The proposition of this passage: 
You are not proving your faith to God!  God is proving His faithfulness to you!
Now here are the four treasure that this proof will yield. 
· The Proof of your Faith yields Praise to Christ

· The Proof of you Faith yields Love for Christ
· The Proof of your Faith yields inexpressible joy and glory

· The Proof of your Faith yields the Salvation of your souls. 

The Proof of your Faith yields Praise to Christ  [7]
1 Peter 1:7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

So that:  These first two words go with verse six.  They are making transition from all the unspeakable joys of being chosen as a child of God to the daily world we live in.  

1 Peter 1:6-7  6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

If God has this kind of love for us why does He not just make us perfectly happy, healthy, wise, good looking and wealthy?  If we are children of the King how come we feel more like the beggars in the street?  Peter says that we rejoice even though we face these trials and the Bible is going to tell you why you face them and what value they have.  
The Proof of your faith:  This is a word that describes a process of testing something to see if it will live up to its claims and expectations.  We do this all the time in our society.  We read consumer reports to see if the chain saw really will start first time every time.  If it does perform as stated then it is “approved” by those making the test.  Here are two other places where it is used in the New Testament: 

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Philippians 1:10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;
Now, lets talk about exactly what is being tested and approved in verse 7 . It says our faith, but I want to suggest to you this morning that “our faith” is not what we think it is.  The immediately proceeding verses are going to explain this for us.  
· Verse three:  God caused us to be born again.  We did not do that ourselves

· Verse four: God gave us an eternal inheritance.  That is to say He gave us Himself.  He is the only eternal inheritance and He Himself is the greatest good in the universe.  God gave Himself to you.  This staggers the mind and imagination. 

· Verse five:  He protects us until He actually brings all this to fruition.   
Our part in all this…absolutely nothing. We are protected by the power of God [4] not our faith.  The NT constantly speaks of faith so that we will not think that anything we do for God will bring us His favor.  We have faith that God through Christ has done everything for us.  
Our faith is this:  Jesus did everything for me and He did it because He wanted to reveal His love to me before the eyes of all creation.    

If we are not careful we will invert the meaning of this passage completely by saying or thinking something like this: “We need to prove our faith to God.  God sends trials into our lives to see if we really love Him and will be faithful to Him.”  It is therefore what I do or do not do that determines my standing before God.  This view of faith turns faith itself into works that we do that obligate God to love us and accept us.  “He will just love me if I don’t lose my temper.”  “If I could just break this habit or read the Bible more.”  “God would love me more if I could just prove my faith to Him.” 
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

So what is this verse saying?  Just the opposite!  You are going to know by experience that Jesus Christ is full of love for you and is absolutely sufficient by Himself.  
God is not testing you!  You are testing God!

Whenever I say this people always think of: 
Deuteronomy 6:16  16 "You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah.

But, this is not the same thing at all.  At Massah, Israel rebelled and they accused God of not being good and wanting to harm them.  This is not anything at all like that.  This is like the test that God invited Israel to make in Malachi. 
Malachi 3:10  test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

God is going to prove His love to you.  You are not going to prove your love for Him.
More Precious than gold:  The absolute reliability of your faith is more precious to you than gold. As God proves His love for us, we will devalue everything in this life for the excellency of knowing Him. This is what Paul means when He said, 

Philippians 3:8-10  I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

This is not a vow of poverty.  It is Paul’s opinion of the value of Christ.  I value Christ above all other things, Paul said.  He made me righteous when I was a hopeless sinner.  He proved Himself to me at the Cross and has confirmed His love for me continually in every difficult circumstance of my life. 
He has proven Himself already to you.  What did you ever do to make yourself be born.  How did you sign the adoption papers that made you a child of the most High?  Did you fix your seal to the will that made you an eternal heir with Jesus Christ?   My faith is weak and so is yours.  If your faith is the currency of your standing before God and your love for Christ you are in a lot of trouble.  
Ill:  I can still recall trying to pay for a cup of coffee in Austria with Italian lira. We were only 500 feet from Italy, but our currency was worthless there. The currency of our works for God cannot be spent in His family.  The phrase “your money is no good here” takes on new meaning in the presence of God. 
Isaiah 55:1-2  "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.

Result in praise and glory and honor:  Here is the reason for the difficulties of this fallen world in the lives of believers.  God is going to prove Himself to you. He has already told you that He will sustain you.  Now He will prove it to you.  And when He does you will Love Him, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. You will come to church to sing to Him not just sing.  You will actually give Him glory like never before. Your Life in Christ will come alive like it was intended to.  

At the revelation of Jesus Christ:   This does not mean that the praise only takes place when Jesus returns.  The little word “at” also mean “by” or “with” and the word “revelation” means “an uncovering or revealing” of who Christ is.  As Christ cares for His children and proves His faithfulness to them…even in their weakness and sin…He reveals His Glory before all creation yet again.  We can say that these trials “result in praise and glory and honor by the demonstration of Christ’s love for His children.”
Have you ever wished you could give glory to Christ.  God will prove to you in trials that Jesus Christ is supremely Excellent and Sufficient. In fact all creation will give Him glory because of His care for you.  As He proves Himself faithful to you He reveals Himself in His creation.  He makes a spectacle of Himself to men and angels.  The proving of our Faith yields Glory and Praise to God.  
The Proof of you Faith yields Love for Christ [8a]
1 Peter 1:8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 
Literally, “though you have not seen Him with your eyes you are continually loving Him. If this is the greatest commandment…If God wants your heart and your love for Him and not just for His salvation, or His Word or His Church or any other thing He gives…If He wants you to love Him then this is how you are to understand the proving or testing of your faith.  
Christianity without the daily love of Christ is grim.  It reduces the glory of the Cross to an hour meeting once a week.  It relegates our Savior to 35 years of time nearly 2 millenniums ago. We are eating the scraps from the floor and not the feast that is set at the table.   
In our daily life Christ proves His love to us by caring for our daily needs.  He loves us when we are afraid. Satan and your own heart will tell you that the difficulties of normal daily life are a sign of God’s displeasure.  The Scripture says they are intended to make Christ glorious so that you will love Him daily.  This is why we do not need to see Him to love Him.  His presence is an unshakeable reality to us in our daily lives.  Because God is the highest good and because He is most sought after by His children in trials, trials are intended to maximize our daily experience of His love for us.   We will discover His presence and His power to sustain us in difficulty.  Have you ever wanted to love Christ more?  Run to Him in trouble not the other way.  He is calling you, “come to me.”  “The world does not love you but I do.”  “You are an alien here, but I love you.”  “I will sustain you.”  “I am enough for you”  “I am your greatest treasure and asset for all eternity.” 
Therefore as God proves His faithfulness to you it yields a harvest of love for Him.  
The Proof of your Faith Yields inexpressible joy and glory  [8b]
1 Peter 1:8 and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
Though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him:  Literally, “though you are not continually visibly seeing Him now you are continually trusting confidently in Him.” With no visible, tangible evidence we are totally aware of His love and mercy for us.  We therefore rejoice with inexpressible joy and this joy is God given.  It is Spirit produced and is therefore full of the Glory [revealing] of God.  
Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

This is what the Holy Spirit does in your life.  Seek this and revel in it.  Pray and ask The Spirit to make Christ spiritually visible to you.  Never read the Bible or come to church without asking this of God.  It is the delightful and pleasing work of the Holy Spirit designed to fill you with love for your Savior.   
John 14:19   19 "After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.
John 16:13-16  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.  16 "A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me."

You greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory:  It has no basis in our circumstances and no foundation in our logic.  It is a God thing not a man thing and is therefore Glorious to behold.  It sets our affection on Jesus like nothing else.  That is why it is inexpressible.  
Full of glory:  It is the joy that is full of God.  Let me try to put this another way.  When God gives you joy…that joy reveals how awesome God is.  God has designed this world and the lives of His Children to reveal Himself to His own creation.  When we receive Joy from God and not our lives and circumstances we receive a joy that is full of the love of God for His children.  God is at work in your life.  It is a good work and it does not come to a screeching halt because of our weakness.  Things going wrong in life do not signal the end of it.  Anything but…  
Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

He will increase the joy of your life, but He will do it exactly the opposite way as you would imagine.  We most glorify God in trials because His power to sustain, comfort and give us joy is most clearly seen in our lives during the difficult times. 

Don’t miss this my brothers and sisters.  As God Proves Himself faithful to us we increase in: 
Daily praise to Christ 

Daily love for Christ

Daily and inexpressible Joy
The Proof of your Faith Yields the Salvation of your souls.  [9]
1 Peter 1:9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
Obtaining as the outcome of your faith:  Obtaining means “receiving.”  God is continually giving us the outcome of all that He is doing in our lives.  Outcome never means the end.  It is not a time word.  It is a cause word.  You cannot continually get to the end of your life but you can continually receive the intended outcome of your life.  God wants to make Himself gloriously sufficient for your life.  He wants that to overflow in your soul every day…continuously.  He has just told us how He does it.  It is a continuation of the same grace He showed when He caused you to love Him in the beginning.  The Cross demonstrated that God was full of mercy and love.  Your life does the exact same thing even when we face difficulties.  
Now we have already said that this faith is what God does for us
and not what we do for Him.
The proving of our faith is the testing of our Savior Jesus, so that we might know by experience that He loves us and cares for us. The outcome of your faith is the continual outpouring of God’s love and joy through your daily lives.   
The salvation of your souls:  This is not just heaven and the end of life.  If you are skipping the scenes of life to get to the end you have missed the entire point of this passage.  This is not about the end of life it is about the living of life.  When Satan can get us to hunker down and wait for the end of life, when it will finally be good, He gets us to shroud the glory of our Savior in our own self pity.  The Devil is the one who constantly suggest that God does not love us and is up to no good. 

In your daily struggles do you ever say to yourself,  God is preparing to do something good for me to bless my life and give me more love and joy in His presence.  To fill me with assurance of His love and to establish me unmovable in the face of fear and grief?  Of course not.  We need to train ourselves to listen to God. 
Salvation:  This is a word that does not just mean going to heaven.  It means protection, care, deliverance in trials, preservation and safety.   I think you can see that this is more than just going to heaven when you die.  This passage is about your life now.  An in your life now you are continually receiving the “salvation of your souls.”

Souls:  Does not just mean some intangible part of you.  It is a word that speaks of your entire life as well as your inner spiritual side.  It means breath, life…even self.  
As you live your daily lives we have varying degrees of struggle, but in those struggles you are continually obtaining the outcome of your faith.  If you believe Christ is everything to you and that He did everything for you then this is the faith that makes your life about what Christ is doing.  It is a true Biblical faith and you receive something from it everyday.  You receive the protection, care and preservation that only Christ can give you in this world. 
CONCLUSION

God has told us today that trials are temporary but necessary.  He has explained why!  It is a shame that we do not hear those reasons more clearly and take them to heart.  Please do not chose the voices of preachers, teachers, co-workers, Satan the accuser and even your own hearts, saying that you are suffering at the hand of your Savior because you have not proven your faith to Him.  God says you are struggling in a fallen world so that He might prove His love to you daily.  
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