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Introduction:

Just the term “alien” is guaranteed to provoke some strong feelings in our present world.  That term used to be reserved for extra-terrestrials, but in our present day is constantly on the tongue of politicians and commentators of all persuasions.  I think it would be fair to say that we consider an alien someone who has come into our society from another place, culture and language.  More often than not they observe different holidays and eat food that we do not eat.  They often dress differently and stand out in public.  If you agree with these evaluations than you won’t be surprised to learn the dictionary definition is about the same.  

Webster defines “alien” as  “relating, belonging, or owing allegiance to another country or government. Differing in nature or character typically to the point of incompatibility.”
Ginny and I were once aliens.  We went to another country on our passport which gave us 90 days to visit there.  During that time we had to apply for “resident status” if we wanted to stay longer.  That status was issued for one year at a time.  The problem in Italy was this: The government would take over a year to approve our alien status.  So when the request was approved it was already expired because it was only valid from the application date not the approval date.  There was never a time in our 6 plus years there that we were legal aliens.  We always knew that we could be asked to leave because we did not have the status of citizens.  We did not belong there by nature.  We owed our allegiance to another country.  We celebrated different holidays and ate corn and peanut butter and put ice in our water…and did I mention that I spoke with a foreign accent.  
This morning we are beginning a series on I Peter.  In order to understand this book we need to understand to whom it is written.  Peter calls his readers “aliens.”  He speaks to people who do not have a permanent status where they presently live.   The really amazing thing is that many of them were in facts native born men and women of Asia Minor…only something had changed their status in the eyes of their fellow men.  They did not move from a distant place or begin to speak in a strange language.  No, they had become aliens in the land of their birth.  This truth is a vital key to understanding our lives in the world.  Our passage begins with this address; “to those who reside as aliens.”  Let’s read it together now:
1 Peter 1:1-6  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,
These verses reveal five crucial facts for living the Christian life.  Without these we are misguided, confused and often depressed.  People often feel their lives make no sense.  Many just wait for death, experience no joy, make no impact on their neighbors and tragically give almost no glory to God.  Here are the five essentials of your Spiritual life from I Peter 1:1-6:
· What does it mean to be an Alien? [1]

· What is the Foreknowledge of God [2]

· How does God say I became a Christian? [3]

· What does God have laid up in store for me? [4-5]

· How to rejoice greatly in this life [6]

This morning I want you to begin to see your life as God sees it. This is liberating truth.  Without this our lives do not make sense. Questions like:  Why is their difficulty?  Why do we not feel at ease?  Are we doing something wrong?  Why are their trials, tests, stresses, failures and frustrations?...all go unanswered by human reason and wisdom alone. 
Understanding God’s perspective will give light to your life and circumstances.  You will feel like you understand some of what you experience daily.  Our lives make sense when we embrace what God says about them.  So let’s plunge into our text
What does it mean to be an Alien? [1]

1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia…
Peter, an apostle:  Peter was the leader of the Apostles.  His name always appears first whenever a list of the twelve is given.  He lived near the sea of Galilee where Jesus carried on a good deal of His ministry.  
Peter is a study in contrasts. If a man who was actually right there with Jesus, made so many blunders and mistakes, what chance do we have?  We are living after the fact and only have the Bible…not the Lord Himself.   Here is the answer to that question which we have probably never verbalized:

We often forget that most of his failures occurred before the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost and empowered Christ’s followers.  When Jesus said that “you will receive power after the Holy Spirit comes upon you” He referred to an enabling.  And that is exactly what they received.  Peter was dependent on the Spirit for everything he ever did, said or wrote that was of value to God. [even his great confession of Christ] The Spirit enabled Peter to preach fearlessly, confront the same people that killed Jesus, rebuke sorcerers and proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles.  
We have exactly the same need today.  All men and women require the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives to live for Christ.  If you substitute your own abilities and character no matter how good or honorable that might be, than your life will give glory to you.  You studied the Bible to gain understanding!  You broke that habit!  You kept yourself morally pure!  You got yourself out of this problem or the other.  The enabling of the Holy Spirit is not optional to you brother and sister.  You should seek it, pray for it, wait for it and above all desire it.  Never come to church without asking the Holy Spirit to show you Christ in the Scripture and empress your mind and heart with His presence.   This is how Peter came to write this book.  He became fully dependent upon the work of the Spirit in his life. You should do the same.  Make yourself consciously dependent upon the Spirit of God every moment of the day.  
Scattered:  These believers were scattered all over Asia Minor which was the old Roman name for what is now Turkey.  The many names mentioned here were parts of that province.  Men like to congregate and produce mega gatherings, but God like to scatter.  There are millions of unseen believers and congregations in our world. They have been, like you, scattered throughout the earth. 
Those who reside as aliens:  We have already said a word about aliens.  They are people who do not fit in.  Hebrews describes the heroes of the faith in the same way.  
Hebrews 11:13-14   13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.
These men and women in Hebrews actually confessed that they were aliens.    Confession is the key to all faith.  It means “agreeing with God.”  Nothing pleases God more than having His children “agree” and “acknowledge” from the heart that He is everything He says He is and that everything He says is true.  All faith is  meaningless ritual without this.  To grow in faith you must grow in your knowledge of, and agreement with, the Sovereign God of Creation. 

These folk who are mentioned in Hebrews eleven were willing to confess something that most Christians I know are unwilling to confess.  We don’t really want to come to grips with what God is saying here. We are:  
Strangers:  foreigners, guests, weirdoes on the earth.  We do not like to confess this.  

Ill:  Many Americans do not like traveling abroad because people have funny food, clothes, and don’t speak English.  They are blissfully unaware that they are the aliens in that land.  They are the ones who don’t fit in because they belong in America. Such people want to be at home wherever they go.  This is not possible in the real world. They have never confessed or acknowledge this important reality.  They are the alien. 
Now, we Christians often want to be at home in this world.  We want to feel good about our lives, circumstances and futures…but we never do.  We worry about money, property, relationships with family, friends and neighbors.  We want all these things to be OK and they never are.  Satan and unfortunately also the church tells us that this is a lack of faith. In fact, this desire to “be at home” is at the root of our faith struggle.  We say things like, “Why can’t I just trust God more in my daily life?”  Because, we have not agreed with God about what our daily life is all about.  We, have defined our lives, rather than allowing God to define them for us.  Now remember I said that I wanted you to begin to view your life from God’s perspective.   

Philippians 3:20-21  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
God says that we are residing as aliens in this world. He cares for us here.  He does a lot of things for us in this life, but like a person without permanent papers…don’t get so comfortable here.  Do not treasure above all else what you have here.   God says we are aliens and strangers here.  That explains a lot.  God did not intend for you to be comfortable here.  He intended for you to be comfortable with Him and not in this fallen and sin filled world.  
You can refuse to confess that this is true and your life will be one constant complaint.  Or, you can confess that this is what God is doing with His Children…all His Children and realize that our discomfort and difficulty are designed to draw our hearts to Him.  All your heart desires will be granted by Christ and not by this world.  Peter goes on to say that we aliens “were chosen.”
What is the Foreknowledge of God [2a]

1 Peter 1:1-2  …who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.
Chosen:  Picked, or selected.  This is the same word we get election from.  The nation will go to the poles and select or pick from a ballot the candidate that pleases them.  There is this implied thought of being pleasing to the one who chooses.  With politics this is hard but in most other decisions it is easy.  We pick the kind of food off the menu that will most please us at that moment.  We chose the color of car to buy because it pleases us.  Our clothes, our homes, our vacations are chosen because they please us.  

Now we aliens are chosen by God.  It pleased God to chose you.  Why?  How? On what basis?    This brings us to a very important phrase in this text.  

According to foreknowledge:   There are those who say and perhaps you are one of them…that God chose us because He knew we would be good, virtuous and would please Him in some way.  In other words, God looked down through time and saw the reprobate and the good and chose the good to become His children.  

This would solve the problem of God not being fair or of choosing by Fiat, but it has one insurmountable problem.  God says that no men are good, and as painful as that sounds, it includes you and me friend.  
Romans 3:10-12   10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."

Romans 3:23   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Titus 3:4-7  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
But you said that God chose because it pleased Him to do so.  How can that be true if there is nothing good or virtuous in fallen sinful mankind?  The key thought is that it pleased- Him to act to save His fallen creatures.  It pleased Him to choose the helpless so that He could reveal His grace and love in the universe. 
Ephesians 1:3-4  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 
Now reason with me for just a moment.  Before Creation the love of God existed only between the Father the Son and the Spirit.  All three were infinitely worthy of being loved.  Who wouldn’t love someone who was perfect in every way?  We would not even consider that real love.  It makes no sacrifice whatsoever and receives everything in return.  Jesus actually confirms that this is true. 
Matthew 5:46 - 6:1   46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
Jesus’ point:  Even the wicked can love those that love them.  But God is infinite love and infinite mercy and infinite grace.  How will this ever be revealed to creation?  Now remember something very important here.  God wants to be revealed to His Creation.  To know God is the highest good because He is the highest good.  It is His intention to fill the earth with His Glory.  

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
Men did not know how God loved…how absolutely infinite was His love, until He and the Son collaborated at the Cross.  
John 10:17-18   17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.

The Father and the Son planned The Cross from eternity past. It was God’s choice to do it and that choice pleased Him.  God in His infinite love was able to set His affection on the infinitely fallen, and unlovely Paul Anthes.  Nothing but the cross would ever reveal the Glory of the Love of God. 
1 Peter 1:18-20  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you
So what is this foreknowledge?  It speaks of forethought and planning.  God thought about it long before He ever did it.  He planned the Cross and your salvation before He created anything. 
How does God say I became a Christian? [3]

1 Peter 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  The Apostles did this a lot and you cannot do it too much.  It is a very simple act.  The word translated blessed means “well spoken of.”  It is Praise and worship with the mouth and is a constant theme in Scripture.  
Psalm 16:7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.

Psalm 96:2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day.
Psalm 103:2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits;
1 Timothy 6:15-16  He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.
We would certainly be willing to tell someone about a dear friend who had given us a great gift or counseled us in a time of need.  Someone who comforted us when we were very distraught.  When we bless God we are speaking of His benefits to us but we are also speaking of His Character and Nature.  Only He could save us.  Only He could give us joy in trials and only He can instruct our hearts in the night.  
According to His great mercy:   Another unknowable aspect of the character of God is His mercy.  Think carefully with me again.  The universe had no need of mercy before creation and the fall.  The Father, Son and Spirit were equally gloriously perfect.  There was nothing to show mercy toward.  Mercy is given to the helpless.  It is given to the guilty in the courts.  It is a gift and it is demonstrated to those who are to be pitied.  
Just like God’s unknowable love, His mercy is demonstrated to creation when He made unworthy, helpless sinners into His own dear children.  
Caused us to be born again:  Yes…God acted alone in this.  The original verb indicates that at God instigated our Spiritual Birth.  He caused us to be born again.  You would think that it would be enough to just forgive us for our sins and let us into heaven, but this was too small a demonstration of God’s mercy.  Any human would consider that enough but God…using infinite mercy takes those who hate Him and He births them into His own family.  He gives to us His very life the way any Father gives his life to his natural sons.  We human dads can give only human life, but God gives Eternal life.  Life that is His alone to give.  
To a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead:  God has given His Word to men, but He did something even more awesome than that.  He has given us hope.  Hope requires life.  No one hopes for death.  The two are incompatible.  What Christ did was  This is how God gave us a living hope: 

God the Son became a real flesh and blood human being.  He never placed Himself in a place where He was exempt from the fears and fates of other men.  He humbled Himself to the point of death and He really truly died, but then… the Father gave Christ Jesus His physical life back.   A real human died, was buried and then rose again to life.  By the Resurrection God has revealed His total power over death.  Death has no power because we are His Children.  When His own Son died He simply raised Him up…never to die again. Now this is the Nature and Power of God on display. 
Jesus came to reveal the Glory of God to creation.  God’s Glory is “God on display.”  It is that simple.  Jesus Christ put His love the Love of the Father on display at the Cross.  Who would give up a perfect and worthy son to such a death.  Who would consent to it and lay down His own life for you?  Only someone with Infinite Love.  Creation would never know this about God if it were not for the Cross. But wait, the one with infinite Love for sinners also possess that love for His own Son.  That is what the Resurrection reveals.   
The Cross revealed how much God loved sinners.  The Resurrection revealed how much He loved His Precious Son.   
You have been caused to be born again.  Does that surprise you?  Does it rock your boat just a little to find out that God acted alone to give you New Birth?  This means He brought you into His family, shared His very life with you and has given you hope in this life and in the life to come.  It is a living hope.    
What does God have laid up in store for me? [4-5]

1 Peter 1:4-5  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Paul tells us that we inherit what Christ inherits.  

Romans 8:16-17  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

An inheritance:   Have you thrown in your lot with Jesus Christ?  Do you own Him in every way or do you just want the inheritance.  When someone dies you have to prove that you are the heir.  You have to own the family tie, acknowledge the family name.  Paul says that we are His Children and the Spirit testifies in our hearts that we are.  We own Him…lock, stock and barrel. What the world thinks of Christ we gladly let it think of us.  When He is revealed in His true nature and beauty then so will we.  
1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
Imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you:   William MacDonald says it is death-proof, sin-proof, and time-proof.  You won’t lose it when you die because you will live in Christ.  You won’t loose it when you sin because it is not able to be defiled and you won’t lose it if Christ delays His coming because it is fade proof and won’t diminish in anyway.  What could it possibly be?  If it is unable to die, unable to be defiled and unable to be changed by time it is God Himself.  
God Himself is the greatest treasure of all men.  Our eternal inheritance is Him.  We will be with Him.  We will behold His Beauty.  We will experience His love for us.  We will know Him more fully throughout eternity. We will enter into His Joy fully. 
How to rejoice greatly in this life [6]

1 Peter 1:6   6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,
Earlier I said that I wanted you to begin to see your life as God sees it. Questions like:  Why is their difficulty?  Why do we not feel at ease?  Are we doing something wrong?  Why are their trials, tests, stresses, failures and frustrations.  Such questions go unanswered by human reason and wisdom alone. 

Peter ends this portion of Scripture, not by telling us to rejoice, but telling us that we do rejoice.  We rejoice greatly in our inheritance.  He sets this up by showing us that we are in a world where we will never be at home.  God cares for us there, but we do not take our ease there. Things just don’t seem right.  People don’t cherish what we cherish and the seem to love what we wish to avoid.  
Occasionally there is overt opposition to our Love for Christ and our obedience to the Father.  We wear the Father’s coat of arms in a world that considers Him their enemy.  Is it any wonder that we feel the strain of everyday life.  

Mostly,  there is just the mortality of us all.  Pain, sickness, need, worry, struggle, conflict and grief.  How are men and women to rejoice greatly in such a world?  They do it by owning and treasuring Jesus Christ.  They do not congratulate themselves for their righteous life style.  I have known many people who prove that there is no joy in keeping rules and seeking to earn your place in the family.  Men and women rejoice in Christ and the Father.  He is your inheritance.  
CONCLUSION

Are you in awe of your place in the family?  Have you taken some time recently to bless the Lord for making you His Child?  Have you considered that your trials and difficulties are proof of your standing in the family?  If Jesus went there then why not us?  

· God wants us to agree with Him that we are not at home in this world.  What a relief to know that our level of discomfort is right and good in His sight.  Just confess that you are an alien.

· God want you to know that He picked you out of the world and that He knew He would do it long before He actually acted to save you.  
· God wants you to know that He caused you to be born again into His family and then gave you the same inheritance that Jesus Christ your Savior has.  It is God Himself. The greatest treasure in the universe is given to you.  Who would want gold and power  when the supreme fortune awaits you in heaven. 
· God wants you to know that this inheritance is Eternal and that you are protected by God Himself until it is given to you.  Trust God who is Supreme and Sovereign.  He is the hope of your salvation and inheritance. 
· God wants you to rejoice in Him.  He has given you the greatest gift that exists in creation.  You, without merit of your own are His child.  You are to receive the joy of God as your inheritance and you will enjoy it forever with the Father and the Son.  You belong to God through Christ. 

Perhaps you have no sense of being a child of God.   There is not some magic formula that will make you a Christian. If there were we could tie men down and force them to believe. No…men come into the family of God when they believe Him.  We have heard what He said this morning.  Jesus Christ is the only solution for your sin.  He and the Father loved you and demonstrated that on the Cross.  It remains for you to trade whatever it is you trust in for the perfect work of Jesus at Calvary.  Lay everything down and take up the greatest treasure of all.  You cannot own your own life and His. It is a simple trade.  What you can bring into eternity or what God will give you through Jesus.   Jesus said so Himself.  He is the greatest treasure to be sought by men. 
Matthew 11:27-30   27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
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