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Introduction:

The Closing prayer!  That’s the one we seldom pay attention to.  It is instead, the  signal that our “season or suffering” in the pew is coming to an end.  Within moments we will be able to stand up and stretch or continue that conversation with a dear friend that was abruptly ended with the first notes of the opening hymn.  We can head for lunch at our favorite restaurant or get home and put on comfortable clothes. We can take that desired nap after a late Saturday night or watch a favorite team play an important game.  All these and probably many more have passed through our minds as the closing prayer is prayed.  
I can still remember with dismay when the preacher prayed his entire sermon again in the closing prayer.  Certainly God was listening, I thought, when He preached it only moments before. I hoped the plane was going to land, but it only touched the runway and was airborne again.  Perhaps you have prayed during the closing prayer, but it was something more like, “please Lord let this end soon.”
After thirty four weeks in Hebrews…we have come, this morning, to the Closing Prayer.  It is not often that we have the closing prayer at the beginning of the sermon.  So I am hoping to take advantage of our freshness of mind and body to let God reveal three vital truths to our minds. 
· Our Daily Lives are Totally dependent upon God [20]  

· Our Daily Lives are Totally the Work of God  [21a] 


· Our Daily Lives are Revealing Christ’s Glory [21b]
Let me give you the main point of the message right here at the beginning:  
God perfects you and equips you the same way He saved you.  
Through no works of your own!!
The daily Christian life is a life of receiving undeserved benefit.  We call that grace.  
· God makes us alive.  
· God equips us to do His will. 
· God works for us… we do not work for Him. 
· God takes pleasure in His work not in our work. 

· God displays Christ’s righteousness and not our righteousness.   
Our Daily Lives are Totally dependent upon God [20]  

Hebrews 13:20  20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,

God has revealed the Supreme worth of Christ in Hebrews.  Even the most spectacular examples of faith and righteousness pale in His presence.  The prophets, the Law, the Temple…all mere shadows of Jesus Christ.  The human author now begins his closing prayer for his readers.  That would be you and me.  This should be my prayer for you and your prayer for me.  It is a prayer [like all authentic prayer should be] that expresses our complete reliance upon God.  In Hebrews, God calls us to forsake all sense of human striving and labor.  Christ saves, Christ makes us pure enough for worship, Christ brings us to maturity and Christ equips us to do His will.  
Now the God of peace:  This prayer, like all should, begins with our God Himself.  The Bible is going to string together an inventory of His greatness…and it begins with Peace.  Adam and Eve declared their independence from God and begat generations of those who live as full enemies.  We humans prefer to make our own judgment on this rather than accept God’s.  I have often heard people defend those who spurn the Cross as sincere and well meaning.  What are we saying when we make such statements?  That men are not enemies of God.  But God says that they are enemies and that you were too.  
Romans 5:10  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
The Cross is still an offense to men.  When faithfully declared it says that men are helpless and hopeless before God their creator.  No remedy exists for the souls and eternal destinies of men outside the cross.  God offers only this…Nothing else.  He accepts no morality, no religion, no national distinctiveness and no racial identity.  He accepts only men who come to Christ.  God reveals His heart at the Cross.  
As surely as the Cross reveals the heart of God
It also reveals the Heart of men.

That is why Paul spoke of men as enemies of the Cross. 
Philippians 3:18-19  18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 
But we are coming into the presence of  “The God of Peace.”   With the entire creation arrayed in warfare against Him, God acted to bring peace.  God alone acted.  No men made overtures to God.  No one ever sought Him for peace.  
Romans 3:11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.
Your God acted to reconcile you to Him.  The angels preached it on Christmas eve.  “Peace on Earth!”  But, they announced it at one of the few times in the history of humanity that there was actually peace on earth as we would normally define it…the absence of war.  But, they intended peace with God.  That peace will one day spill over into the physical earth when Jesus Himself rules it as King, but He is the God of peace now having… 
Colossians 1:20-22  20 … reconciled all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.  21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
At the Cross, God acted to make peace with His own creation.  But, it is only through the blood of the cross.  You cannot add the cross to anything else and you cannot prefer anything over the cross.  Like Jesus Himself, the Cross is the Supreme means and the only weapon in the arsenal of God for the reconciliation of all creation to Himself. 
Now how exactly did God reconcile with His enemies. God brought peace to His enemies by dying for them. This is patently absurd!  This is why the preaching of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.  No one dies for His enemies in order to make peace with them. But… 
He is also a God of Power… who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord:  The only thing more foolish than dying for your enemies is the fact that this same man also rose from the dead.  But God had always intended this.  He would send His own Son.  The prophets knew the Messiah would be the Son of God.  He would come as a descendent of David.  God would prove beyond doubt that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah. 
Romans 1:1-4  Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
By the resurrection God declared that this was not some unforeseen event in the long history of warfare.  This was the pivotal event!  It was a planned event and it would be a just and righteous event.  God would not leave His sinless Son in the grave.  

Your God died for His enemies and then broke the back of death in His creation.  Jesus Christ is Supreme over every enemy even the enemy of death. 
Hebrews 2:14-15   14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

Jesus died because you were His enemy.

God raised Him because death was your enemy.
Jesus is the great Shepherd of the sheep:  This awesome creator and redeemer of the universe is the humble shepherd of His sheep.  Shepherds care for their sheep.  They sacrifice themselves for their sheep.  Jesus is your Great Shepherd.  
Psalm 100:1-5  A Psalm for Thanksgiving. Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.  3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.

Jesus described Himself this way on several occasions. 
John 10:11-15   11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12 "He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13 "He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
Another time Jesus gave us insight into the heart of God Himself with this familiar story. 
Luke 15:4-7  4 "What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?  5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

You are that one sheep my friend.  This story reveals the heart of God at the Cross.  He had set His affection on you before the foundation of the world.  You were His sheep even when you were lost.  You see lost sheep are still “Sheep.”  Jesus came for you and then…try to let this rest on your consciousness for a moment…then God rejoiced over you after He had acted alone to pay for your sin, conquer death and find you in the world.  Such truth is almost more than I can embrace at times. 
And why did God do such a thing?  What could move Him to go through with it?  How is it that Abraham, Noah, Jacob, Moses and the rest could be so certain that Messiah would come to save them?  It was because of  the blood of the eternal covenant…Jesus spoke of it the night of His crucifixion. 
Luke 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

Jeremiah explained it more fully.  This my friends is the unilateral and unconditional demonstration of the Love, Mercy and Grace of your Savior.  Listen to what He said: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34   31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

God acted to fulfill His covenant at the Cross.  Today He brings all men into it through the Blood of the Cross.  In the future He will open up a fountain in Jerusalem for the cleansing of the sin of unbelief in Israel. 
Zechariah 13:1  "In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity.
Well…this is our God.  This is the one we are petitioning in our closing prayer.  What shall we ask Him for?  Is there something that is worthy to ask of such a God and Savior?

YES!  We will ask Him to continue His work in us in our daily lives.  All believers desire a daily everyday life that pleases God.  Let’s see how God says we are to possess such a treasure.
Our Daily Lives are Totally the Work of God  [21a] 



Hebrews 13:20-21  20 May the God of Peace… 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Equip you: This word is the essence of the prayer.  “May God equip you.”  It carries the idea of putting something in order.  It means to strengthen, perfect, complete, make it what it ought to be.  The human writer of this portion of the Word of God calls upon God Himself to make you fit and strong in every good thing.  All the disciplines of the Christian life have no value unless they are carried on in the strength of the Lord.  God makes it possible for you to live for Him.  
Every Good Thing: These are things of deep and pure goodness.  They do not describe “good works”  The phrase speaks of the strengthening of our hearts that only God can perform.  It is not external goodness, but a goodness from God produced in His children.  And why do we need this.. Because with it we will do His will.  
Do His Will: God does have desires for us.  In this chapter alone He expresses the desire for us to love one another, to not love money, to be strengthened by grace and not religious works and to “own” Jesus Christ publicly.  Where are we going to get the strength for this?  The same place we got our salvation…our standing as His sons and daughters….We will get it from Him. You cannot fit yourself to do His will.  It is given to you by grace.  
Working in us what is pleasing to Him:  This equipping with “everything good” is God’s way of working in us.  When God works He is always pleased.  It is not your working that is in view.  It is God’s working that we are praying for.  
DO NOT MAKE THIS CRUCIAL MISTAKE!
God is working for you.  You are not working for God.
We need to pray for God to perfect us.  For our part, we will worship Him in full submission and gratitude. This attitude is epitomized in Paul’s confession before the Corinthian Church. 
2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God,
John MacArthur said, “We contribute willing yieldedness.  Christian growth and obedience are by God’s power working in us…” 

Paul encouraged the Philippians to continue in the works [accomplishing] of their salvation with all seriousness because God was at work in them. The same is true of you today.  
Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

The final clause in verse twenty-one tells us why this is God’s plan for your everyday Christian life….    
Our Daily Lives are Revealing Christ’s Glory [21b]

Through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen:  God chose to bring all this amazing grace to you through His own Son Jesus Christ.  It started in eternity past and exploded into time and space at the Calvary.    Christ brought the kindness and mercy of God down from Heaven and planted them in everyday human life. A carpenter and a young virgin, poorly educated fishermen and wealthy tax collectors, a prostitute and even a priest.  God is pleased to make Himself known in an ordinary life…like yours.  And He did it by sending Christ to us.  But, 
God’s generous and unmerited giving did not begin, nor did it end, at the Cross…
it was only revealed at the Cross.
God is shaping and orchestrating your life in the way that pleases Him.  Do not chafe under the potter’s hand or the craftsman’s chisel.  A work is going on.  It is not dependent upon your human power or ability and in the end it will not be for your glory that it is accomplished.  Oh, you will benefit greatly, but you yourself, along with all creation, will stand in awe of Christ.  The one who would end a war by dying for His enemy and then rise again so that He might transform us into His glorious image. 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

This simple truth brings us to the end of our text for today.  God is doing a work in you so that your life will display the glory of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit works to display the totality of the wonder and nature of Christ.  This display  we call the Glory of God. 
God’s Glory is severely diminished when we work for God.
It is displayed with brilliance when God works for us.
Here is what I believe verse 21 is saying…my paraphrase. 

“May our peacemaking, Sovereign, Life-giving  God give you everything good for doing his will, working in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ who alone will get the glory forever and ever. Amen.”  
CONCLUSION

I have two questions in closing: 

Have you ever wished to be able to please God fully?  We usually abandon such silly notions by the time we have been believers for a few years.  We never can quite measure up to the standard.  God is so holy and we still have these thoughts.  God is so disciplined and we have trouble keeping track of our own car keys. God is patient with His Children while we are not.  We do not pray enough, read enough, witness enough, go to church enough, give enough, love enough to ever please God….

Now here is the second question.  When, do you think was the time in your Christian life when you brought God the most pleasure?  I will tell you.  It was that moment when you beheld Him and knew that He was the Lamb of God.  You fully and without reservation believed that He was your Savior. Two seconds before you wore the filth of sin and human depravity and without so much as taking a bath you were suddenly washed and saved.  Do you remember the lost sheep of Jesus’ parable?    
Luke 15:5-7    5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

Why is this so joyous?  Isn’t God more pleased with the man or women who makes every human effort of religion, morality and education to be as perfect as they can be?    Hebrews tells us NO!  God is not pleased, because it showcases the efforts of men rather than the excellencies of Christ.  Total dependence upon Christ is joyous to God because it allows Him to fully reveal His infinite mercy and grace to His own creation.  
God perfects you and equips you the same way He saved you.  Through no merit of your own!!  Your everyday life is a life of receiving undeserved benefits.  We call that grace: 

· God makes us alive.  

· God equips us to do His will. 

· God works for us… we do not work for Him. 

· God takes pleasure in His work not in our work. 

· God displays Christ’s righteousness and not ours.   

We have been calling this the “closing prayer,” but it is more like the “opening prayer” of the eternal worship of the Lamb upon the throne.  May God equip you through your reliance on Him to join that chorus, even today, singing a new song for all Eternity…
Revelation 5:9-13   9 … saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
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