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Introduction:

Our God has set His affection on His children.  He has loved them before He ever created the first rays of light that penetrated the darkness that first day of  Genesis.  How could God do such a thing for someone who did not exist?  How is it possible to love someone before you know anything about them?  We would never imagine such a thing in a million years.  We only know about it now,  because God said it happened.  Let’s read some of it together in Ephesians one.  
Ephesians 1:3-8   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight.
The Scripture provides an inventory of unimaginable blessings for us to ponder here.  It is difficult to know where to begin or how to end, but let us try for just a moment to consider them.  

God Spoke and it was so.  Yes this is the intention of the word “Blessed.”  God is to be “spoken well of” because He spoke and every spiritual blessing in heaven came to His Children.

By His speaking He also chose us.  This is how God created the world, but He did this first. This tells us something about the value of things in the mind of God.  The world’s most prominent religion [Environmentalism] has this exactly reversed.  Man is the least important being in the universe and the most destructive.  The planet would be better if man was gone. Who do you suppose might be empowering this view? 
Furthermore, God did not chose because you were good or better than some or even most.  He chose before we had done a single thing.  And let this sink in.  In so doing God caused every one of your sins to be future when God purposed to save you for His own child. 
He chose us to make us holy and blameless.  This is clearly a work in progress, but it is not your work and never has been.  It is His Work.  It is carried out in the strength of His power.
1 Corinthians 1:5-8  5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,  6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you,  7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

At that time He marked out your precise destiny.  It was to be His adopted son through Faith in Jesus.  There was never any doubt that it should happen…and He did it because…He is kind and His intentions are kind. 
And He did all this so that the creation would praise the Glory of His Grace.  Yes, as hard as it is to believe, God saves us to make Himself awesome in the universe.  Who but God would act to save, at His own infinite expense, men and women who never knew Him and cared nothing for Him.  
This Grace which makes Him awesome in the world was giving without limit through Jesus our Savior.  His Grace or favor is a bottomless well.  
He bought us with the blood of Christ from the market place of hopelessness where we were destined to live as slaves to our own fears, passions and sins and then to die for all eternity.  Christ Himself redeemed you.  He paid the price of your freedom and then released you.  

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
He forgave us by placing all our sins on Christ

He did this all by lavishing His unmerited favor upon defiled sinners at the Cross. I have heard it said that God gives as much grace as you need.  This verse says He gives exceedingly more than you need.  His resource and His kind intentions pour it out without measure. Think about this:  God has given you more of everything than you need. More air, more water, more food and yes…even more money. If you have anything that you would say you do not need, that thing is a testimony to the lavish nature of God. 
In Hebrews, God takes up this theme of the surpassing greatness of Jesus Christ:  Nothing in all creation exceeds Jesus.  Even the law and the sacrifices that God Himself gave, do not hold a candle to Christ, because they were all given to draw attention to the Savior.  They pointed the way to the Cross so that men would one day  behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Jesus is not only the only sacrifice for sins, but He is the only Priest worthy to offer it.  

Jesus is the originator of Faith.  He showed how men rely upon the father.  Faith is the assurance that God will do what He says for you. No one ever did this more perfectly than Jesus.  Ephesians makes it perfectly clear.  Hebrews insists…that…Jesus paid it all…all to Him I owe. 
So…dear ones…this is the question of the day:  Is…there…anything…at all…that… God…wants…me…to…do…for…Him?
The priests offered sacrifices at the altar but they never took away sins.  Our high priest Jesus offered the ultimate sacrifice and just like the sin soaked animal taken outside the city gate to be burned…Jesus suffered outside as well. He bore the collective filth of humanity that we might be washed from our sins. We have declared over and over these past weeks that “Jesus is Supreme.”  As a believer nothing you do will enhance or diminish your standing with God.  If you have never embraced Christ the same is true for your eternal soul. No good works will ever be considered or credited to you on that final day of judgment.  
So.. Is…there…anything…at all…that… God…wants…me…to…do…for…Him?  
YES!.  Read it with me in Hebrews 13:13-16.
Hebrews 13:13-16  13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.  15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Four marvelous exhortations are presented in the midst of these spectacular truths about the Savior. 

· We can Seek Christ  [13]
· We can Seek Eternal Treasure [14]
· We can offer the Verbal Sacrifice of Praise [15]
· We can offer The Physical Sacrifice of love [16]
We can Seek Christ 

Hebrews 13:13  13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.

In salvation we have gone out to Him outside the camp.  We have gone to the Cross. That is where the sins of the world were conquered.  My friends, have you embraced the sufficiency of the Cross?  It is a despicable place by any human standard.  It was a place of judgment and death.  It was a place of suffering, shame and reproach.  Jesus died as a common criminal. The religious Jews considered His death deserved and shameful.   
The cross is seldom clearly preached today because it is still appallingly disgraceful.  Hebrews calls us all as believers to turn and walk once again toward the Cross because it is the focal point God in this world.  Nowhere is He more gloriously displayed than on the cross.  
Going to Him outside the camp means “not being unashamed” of Him.  God says, “Yes…there is something you can do for me.”  Own me before men.  I owned your sins.  Be willing to identify clearly with me.   This does not mean to identify yourself as a church member or a “Christian.”   It is more than that.  It is a life that desires to stop and love your Savior once again.  Let your job, your marriage, your family, your worship be about Him and for Him.  God is calling you to forsake the trappings of your religion to go to Christ again.  He is the missing bride groom at the wedding in many churches to day.  
We Can Seek Eternal Treasure
Hebrews 13:14   14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.

This is how Jesus endured the Cross.  He saw beyond it!  He feared the cross.  He despised the reproach of the Cross.  We should copy Jesus in this.  Here is one of the clearest ways given in Scripture to remain joyfully and worshipfully steadfast in this life.  Are you ready for the answer?  We look beyond our trials to the joy that is set before us.  
Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Jesus simply looked right past His trial.  This is the essence of faith.  It is the assurance that God will keep His Word to you.  The conviction that everything about your future is just what God said.  This was the faith of  Noah that believed God would send the flood but save him.  Of Abraham, who actually believed that God would send the Messiah through Isaac.  That is why he was certain that God would intervene in some way on mount Moriah. 

And God has loved you!  Trails and discipline do not indicate you have lost God’s favor.  
Psalm 30:5 For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.
This then is a very practical application of the faith that has been put forth as true faith in the book of Hebrews.  We have decided to believe God.  Not merely believe in Him, but believe His promises to us.  To believe that the circumstances of our lives have purpose and are not random or out of control.  
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

As we can see from the above verse this is not a “pie in the sky” kind of hope.  Your relationship of love with your Savior is firmly rooted in your everyday life.  We are not just keeping our heads down.  We are not sitting on the sidelines ringing our hands and we are not refusing to participate in the circumstances God brings to us.  NO.  We are living our lives with the knowledge that God is working in them.  How do we know?  He said He was.  

Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

Furthermore,  You can even embrace your trials because they are not intended to break you and are not a sign of God’s loss of affection for you.  God is treating you like His dear Children.  He is perfecting you, for His own glory, and your eternal happiness.  
Hebrews 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

So there are things we can do:  [transition]

· We can own Christ before men.  Make Him the center piece of your life and not your religious works or lack of them.  
· We can also set our hearts on eternal values.  The trials of life have meaning and purpose.  God is not absent..  He has not forgotten where His children are and what they are enduring.  Instead He is working to show you His Power to sustain you through life’s circumstances.  He will give you peace and joy in trials and you will in the end be even more fixed upon him because you will now have experienced how He cares for you.
There are still two other splendid things that believers can and should do for God.  This third one in some ways is the key thought of the entire book of Hebrews.    Jesus is the lamb of God and has offered the sacrifice of His sinless body in your place, but you may offer…The sacrifice of praise.
We are to offer the sacrifice of praise

Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

This seems so unimportant.  The God of creation has certainly no compelling interest in my pathetic attempts at praise.  Didn’t He make the universe for that purpose. 
Psalm 19:1-6  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun,  5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.

Even stones can be made to praise God.  Why should the lone voice of Paul be of significance to God? 
Luke 19:37-40  37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen,  38 shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples."  40 But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out.”  
And if that were not enough even the trees and the mountains can and will give praise to God for His glory and majesty.  

Isaiah 55:12-13  12 "For you will go out with joy And be led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  13 "Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will come up, And instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, And it will be a memorial to the LORD, For an everlasting sign which will not be cut off."

So why is this included in this list of things we may do for God? Why does God want me to praise Him?  Because men are His highest and greatest creation.  They were made in His image and placed within creation as the crowning demonstration of His glory.  Human beings are a continual reminder of who made and who owns the universe.  It is God and we are His image bearers.

Not only that but this is verbal praise.  Notice the words carefully.  
Through Him:  Even though this is something we can do for God it finds its source and enablement through Christ.  We are to purpose to do it with the full knowledge of our dependence upon God even for this.  
let us continually offer: This should be your manner of life. It literally says continually offer in every way and because of everything. I am betting that you do not do this now.  It has not become your habit in life to offer praise to God for your everyday life.  I want to challenge you in this.  Do not pray your usual prayer before lunch today.  Promise me that you will not do it.  Instead look around your table at that meal and say this to those seated with you, “I am certain that we would not be here eating this meal if our gracious and generous God had not worked in the circumstances of my life to make it happen..  Now I want to thank Him for His generous and merciful gift to us.”
A sacrifice of praise to God:  That prayer is a sacrifice of praise.  Yes it is!  How?  It cost you something to give it.  You took some of your precious time [and it is precious] and used it to tell of the greatness of God and give Him praise. God has equipped you for this service.  Jesus tore the curtain of the temple hiding the altar so that we might approach through His blood.  
The priest brought the sacrifice of an animal to cover the sins of the people.  We bring the sacrifice of praise.  Believe me when I say that a couple of words of praise in a Christian song once a week is not what is in view here.  This is praise that will cost you something.  It is after all…a sacrifice. 

The fruit of lips:  And it is spoken not thought.  God likes words.  He even refers to Himself as “The Word.”
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

God likes to be spoken to and spoken about.  His chosen method of making Himself known in the world has been throughout time “The Spoken Word.”  Preaching is often a word meaning “to herald”  or to speak verbally about someone or something. 
1 Corinthians 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.

You do not need to be a clever witness with a plan to outwit every objection to the gospel.  That is not what the sacrifice of praise is about.  The next time someone tells you, you have been fortunate, respond instead with “God had been gracious and merciful to me.”  That is a sacrifice of praise.  Why?  Because it gives glory to God by speaking His name verbally in the world…and you probably would prefer not to do it.    People want to do religious things for God.  Go to church.  Take communion.  Give some money.  Read the Bible….but God wants a sacrifice of praise.  Would you be willing to do that? 
Give thanks to His name: This verse is mistranslated in some versions.  The NIV and ESV seem to have captured the main thought well. 
Hebrews 13:15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-- the fruit of lips that confess his name.
Hebrews 13:15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

What this last phrase is doing is expanding the definition of the phrase “sacrifice of praise.”  This is what the Greek words say.  “The Fruit if lips that are saying or confessing His name.”  God’s name is Glorious and He likes to hear His Children call it out and confess verbally before men.  
Now this might be hard for you.  That is exactly why it is called a sacrifice.  Try this to start;  when you are with other believers make it a point to speak of the excellencies and beauty of Christ.  Don’t just discuss the Bible but speak adoringly and lovingly of your Savior.  This is the sacrifice of praise. 
We can offer the sacrifice of loving service 
Hebrews 13:16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

This forth privilege is directed toward God’s other children.  This also may seem a small thing in the grand scheme of things, but it is huge with God.  Jesus was very specific about this.  God considers acts of goodness and generosity toward His image bearers to be directed toward Him. 
Matthew 25:35-40  35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.'  37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  39 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'  
This too is a sacrifice because it will cost something to do.  Money, time, energy, grief, sorrow and pride.  It is the forth in this list of things that we may do through the enabling of Christ for God.  Now this is something I see many many brothers and sisters doing all the time.  You should know that it is a sacrifice to God that He desires from you and allows you to do.  

How are these things done to the glory of God?  They are done with the confidence that what we have to give was first given to us by grace.  God bestowed goods and abilities on us that we in turn bestow on His other children.   
These things are said to bring God pleasure.  Notice the last sentence of verse 16.  
With such sacrifices God is pleased:  This does not mean that God likes these sacrifices.  It does not say that if you do them God will like you or the opposite.  It says that when we do them they give pleasure to God.  It is a word with some depth of meaning.   When Paul received the offering from the Philippian church he said, 
Philippians 4:18 I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.

It is how the father feels about The Son. 
Matthew 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"
Ephesians 5:2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
CONCLUSION

We have been saying for weeks now that Faith is about what God does for us and not what we do for Him.  We have seen how Jesus is the centerpiece of creation and should be worshiped and exalted in His Church.  We have seen that men are not allowed to assist in their own salvation or even perfection or else they will quickly take the credit and the glory for themselves.  
We have been told to consider, ponder, follow, imitate and behold Jesus.  He is the beginning and the end of our faith and our life.  
Ask for a verdict:  Today God has shown us four things He wants us to do.  They will not improve your standing with God.  It is already as good as it can get. 
Romans 8:16-17  6 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
These are not works then.  They are not things we do in order to get God to accept us or give us a higher standing.  Then what are they?

They are the natural responses of Love.  When Jesus was asked to say what was the most profound and significant commandment that a man could keep He responded this way. 
Mark 12:30  YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'

Here then in our text today are four ways in which you may do that:

· Own Him and His Cross.  You would never deny or hide any other relationship of love.  Let your love for Christ beckon  you daily to the Cross to marvel at His love for you. 

· Value eternal things over earthly ones.  When faced with the choice chose those things which endure to eternal life.  The temporal is this world the eternal is that which pertains to our Savior.  Our trials and temptations are temporary.  Christ’s love is eternal.
· Let your mouth praise Him.  Speak of His goodness and mercy and love and confess His name to men. 

· Care about others the way Christ cares about them.  When a man loves and cares for my children I am pleased and feel loved by that man indirectly.  The opposite is true.  Cruel indifference to one of our children brings sorrow not pleasure. 
God has made you a fit vessel to worship Him this way.  God does not need us but He loves us.  He has given us the capacity to love Him in return.  Here are four ways you may express that love to God this week.  Love is more than a warm gushy feeling.  Christ said we should love the LORD our God.  Please take some of these things home with you and ask God to enable you to love Him in these ways. 
God does not need anything from us.  He created you to worship Him.  
Psalm 145:1-21  A Psalm of Praise, of David. I will extol You, my God, O King, And I will bless Your name forever and ever.  2 Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever.  3 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His greatness is unsearchable.  4 One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.  5 On the glorious splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, I will meditate.  6 Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And I will tell of Your greatness.  7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness And will shout joyfully of Your righteousness.  8 The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.  9 The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works.  10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, And Your godly ones shall bless You.  11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom And talk of Your power;  12 To make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts And the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom.  13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.  14 The LORD sustains all who fall And raises up all who are bowed down.  15 The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in due time.  16 You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.  17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds.  18 The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.  19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them.  20 The LORD keeps all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy.  21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, And all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever.
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