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Introduction:

As a young man of 15 I can still recall vividly sitting in the small church in Santa Rosa where Christ found me, and thinking, “How can a man possibly want to spend his life as a preacher.  How would he ever know what to say for an hour every Sunday.  I can’t think of anything to say for 5 minutes in sophomore English…Lord, please don’t call me to be a preacher.  

So I put it to you, “Why do you think Preachers preach?”  It is certainly not an esteemed place in our culture.  They are stereotyped and ridiculed in the world.  Their motives are often suspected, even in the church.  Do they do it for the chance to tell other people what to do?  How many times have you heard someone say…”DON’T PREACH TO ME!” 
I had no idea how to answer this question when God called me to preach, so like Moses, I carped, “Lord, I can’t speak in public.”  What will people think when they hear what I have to say?  Fear, anxiety and nausea do not even begin to describe the emotions of a man preaching his first sermon. 
But, Christ is the builder of His Church.  He places the members into it as He wants. He saves by grace and He equips the same way.  And if you are a believer He has placed you somewhere to hear a man preach. Preaching is God’s will for the church.  God charged Timothy [and by extension all Pastors] with that task.  
2 Timothy 4:1-2  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

Men called by Christ to preach are doing it for Him. They are following in the footsteps of a spiritual weakling named Peter.  Plenty of failure and weakness had dogged Peter’s steps.  Finally at the hour of His Savior’s death Peter forsook Jesus, even denying that he ever knew Him.  He would not “own Christ” even as a friend. Not a likely candidate for preacher of the year. 

But, Jesus had other things in mind.  Sinners and failures are Christ’s forte.  He met Peter on the shore and gave him three opportunities to affirm his love for Him.  Each time that Peter did,  Jesus gave him a task to complete. 
John 21:15-17  15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend [Feed] My lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd [Pastor and love] My sheep."  17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend [Feed] My sheep.
You dear friends, are those lambs.  Today God is going to speak about you and your preacher.  We will look at three verses in Hebrews thirteen that tell us that God wants you to: 
· Remember Your preacher[13:7]
· Obey Your preacher [13:17]

· Pray for Your preacher  [13:18]

Remember Your leaders [13:7]

Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
Remember:  Continually remember, continually consider. It does not merely mean remember a fact or even a person.  The word is richer in meaning than that. Here are a couple of other places in Scripture where this word occurs. 
Matthew 16:9 "Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up?  [Haven’t you learned a lesson from the five loaves]
Luke 17:32 "Remember Lot's wife.”  [Learn a lesson from Lot’s wife]
Acts 20:35 "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"  [Be like Jesus in heart]
DEF: Keep them in mind so that you can learn something from them.  Think about them and feel something for them:  
Those who led you:  Literally…the ones leading you now.  
DEF.  Someone leading you or going before you. Someone  influencing you or directing you with counsel,
Who spoke the word of God to you: This clearly identifies this person as your preacher.  This is a vital clarification in the text.  God is not talking about our leaders in this world.  He instructs us about them in another place.  Here, He is referring to the man who proclaims verbally,  the Word of God, to you.  He makes a precise reference to speaking.  
The only people who spoke the Word to the early church were their “on site” preachers.  Even if they were itinerant they always spoke to the people in person.  Now, this is not to say that the preaching we hear because of modern media is in any way inferior.  The point is this: God, is speaking to us here, about our preachers.  The guy you see and hear on Sunday. 
Considering:  DEF: look attentively, observe him  accurately, consider him well:
The word is used of examining something so as to understand it fully. 

Acts 17:23 "For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.
The result:  A word, when used in this verse, pretty clearly means…”The way their chosen manner of life turns out.”  So…the command to us is to “Remember our leaders by considering end result of their life.  Here is another use of the word ‘result” in the NT.  
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

It is like “the light at the end of the tunnel.”  It is the end result. The end result of what?
Of their conduct:  “Conduct sends all the wrong messages about the meaning of this verse. It is easy to have your “conduct” “in order” and your heart “in disarray.”  It is possible to appear one way and be another. The news within the church is rife with examples of this.  The exhortation is to consider the outcome of their manner of life.  Sin’s of adultery, greed, lying and stealing are areas of conduct that automatically disqualify a preacher.  Those are dealt with elsewhere in the Bible.  God is not speaking of this kind of conduct.  He is speaking of our daily “lived out” life before God and men. 
The whole phrase says: “Pay attention to how their way of living comes out.” Ultimately, this would be in death, but life has episodes.  There are chapters, in the lives of preachers where we face trials, tribulation and temptations.  Preachers worry about their kids and their finances.  They have anxieties about their health and their lives in general.  The exhortation is to carefully observe how your preacher deals with those anxieties. The NIV Bible translates this verse  very well. 

Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.
The church has been upside down in this for a long time.  This is the model I grew up with:

Preachers are supposed to have perfect conduct.  This means that they never have discipline problems with their children like other people.  They never have marital strife.  They do not worry about how to pay the bills or how to pay for college.  When faced with any situation they immediately do the right thing, say the right thing and think the right thing. They always make the right decision and take the right advise.  You are supposed to imitate their conduct because these are the people who have faith.  Conclusion:  Strong Faith equals a trouble free life and perfect responses to everything.  This is why Christians say to me all the time, “I wish I had more faith.”  Translation, “I wish my life had fewer problems, trials and temptations and that I did not fail so often.”
If the message preached is: “Good Christians do not have fears, struggles, trials and failures then the preacher must make his life match that message.  If it does not then he must keep you from observing the “outcome of his manner of life.”  But, this is a serious misreading of the text.  You are to consider the outcome of their daily life and I assure you it is exactly like yours.
This is what the Bible says:  

You need to watch how your preachers live daily with the trials, temptations and testings of this life.  This is their “manner of life.”  God is not speaking of perfect and flawless conduct.  The “manner of life” is they deal with their own sin and frailties. You are to watch them cope to see how it comes out.  To see how God provides the way out for them.  You are to observe that carefully so that you won’t miss seeing it.  The point is this: Your preacher needs God every day just like you. He is a “work in progress”…just like you.  Jesus will never “leave him or forsake him”…just like you.  Christ alone will sustain him…just like you.  
Let me try to state this another way: 

I was taught as a young preacher to carefully shield my life and thoughts from the rest of the church family. I was specifically told in Bible College that: “A preacher should have no friends within the church.”  Now, I ask you, why would anyone teach a generation of preachers something like this?  Because friends end up seeing your trials, temptations and tests.  They see you struggle and they see you fail.  They see you worry and they see you get depressed.  We wanted the church to be strong and if the church was going to be strong they would need to have a strong pastor to imitate.  But, the Bible does not say to imitate your preacher.  I will show you in just a second what it does say, but for now I want to testify that: 
I am just a plain everyday sinner that God decided to save.  I was not worthy when He saved me.  I was still unworthy when he placed me into service.  I was unworthy when He equipped me and trained me. I am not smarter or holier than you.  I am just the man that God has sent to speak His Word of God to you. 
I am no more the solution to your problems than the mailman who brought you a check is the one who sent the money.  
Your preachers are not perfect men, but they should have experienced the grace of God in their lives in a way that you can observe. Christ is in the process of perfecting all His children. When we deny or hide our imperfections from you we deny and hide the grace of God.  This kind of expectation on your part and obligation on our part has produced a “famine in the land” for the Grace of God.  
The institution of the church is looking for perfect men with perfect families, perfect education, perfect eloquence, perfect character and perfect administrative skills.  And we preachers, in turn are only too eager to oblige. But, in order to do so, we must barricade ourselves behind our books, education, fluency, and especially, anonymity.  The result is a 21st Century church that is saved by grace, but living day to day by her own works of righteousness.  And we Christians are NOT righteous enough, perfect enough, disciplined enough…we are simply not good enough for God.  Yes….you know it is true.  We are objects of God’s mercy, but we hide it from one another and your preachers usually try to hide it from you.   But, God hides it from no one.  Just consider these Biblical examples. 
· Peter denied Christ, but two months later was allowed to preach the first ever Christian Sermon.  
Acts 2:14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.

Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
· Thomas doubted the Resurrection. But one week later was shown grace by Jesus and then confessed that Jesus was both Lord and God. 
John 20:28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
· Mark forsook his commitment to the mission field, but later was called back by Paul himself and used to write one of the Gospels of Jesus Christ.  
2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.
And what about you and me?

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

Ephesians 2:1-8  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
God help you if you imitate your pastor.  You are to consider him and ponder how he lives his daily life and be careful not to miss how it comes out.  But there is something you are supposed to imitate.  You are to imitate his faith. 
Imitate their faith: This is the word we get “mime” from.  It means to act like someone or something.  Imitate or mime their faith.  It does not say “imitate their behavior.”  It does not say “imitate their knowledge.”  It does not say, “imitate their strength.”  It says, “Imitate his faith.”  
Now, perhaps we have been away from the subject of faith long enough to have forgotten what we learned in Hebrews Eleven.  There we found the following people commended because of their faith: 
· A man who lied about his wife being his sister in order to save his own hide.

· A woman who actually laughed at God when He told her she was going to have a child

· A man who preferred his godless son because he thought he was more manly.
· A man who lied and connived to gain his father’s blessing and then went on to have two wives and two concubines and a huge unruly family.
· A man whom God had to force to serve him and speak for him
· A woman who was a pagan prostitute 
All these were commended for their faith and not for their perfect conduct.  They were held up as examples of faith not examples of flawless living.  We have seriously misunderstood the meaning of faith in our day.  A good deal of the blame is to be laid at the feet of those who spoke the Word to you…your preachers.  Nevertheless, and we have made this point repeatedly…,Faith is not a synonym for righteous and perfect outward behavior.  We do not become stronger in faith by being more perfect in our own eyes and the eyes of others around us.  Faith does not mean that you keep all the commandments.  

Faith is trusting God in your weakness, sinfulness and failure.  It is throwing yourself again and again into His arms. The men and women whose faith is recorded in the Bible ultimately trusted in God alone to care for them.  They did not just believe in God…Even the Devil believes in God.  Please do not confuse any kind of mental acknowledgment of God with Biblical Faith.  The faith of the Bible has to do with believing what God says.  Trusting God not to lie or deceive or confuse.  If God says that only Christ’s death on the cross can save you then you trust Him in that.  If He says He created the world in six days then why is it so hard to believe Him?  Is it because someone who doesn’t even believe He exists and wasn’t there in the beginning says so?  Do we think He was trying to keep the truth from us or reveal it.  Is He a trustworthy God?  SO…ultimately…this is crucial...
· Faith is what God does for you and not what you do for Him.  
· Faith is increased by what God does into our lives so that we can see His power and love for us. 

· Trials and hardships are not sent so that God can see what we will do, but so that we can see what He will do.  
You are to consider the outcome of your preacher’s conduct and imitate His faith.. 
Ponder this verse once more with me;  

Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

Think about your preacher and consider the outcome of how he lives his daily life then imitate his faith.  Don’t let him hide from you.  Know your preacher don’t just come to hear him preach. 
Obey Your leaders  [13:17]

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit [to them,] for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
If you have ever been brow beaten or “condescended to” by a pastor, elder or deacon you will cringe when you read this verse.  After one seriously demoralizing confrontation with an elder I actually found myself wanting to argue against this Scripture.  It is easy to react to abuse.  God wants us to react to His Word.  So what does this verse say. It is speaking about your preacher, but it is often seriously abused by those who consider their place within the Body of Christ one of authority and not one of service.  Now I want you to stop thinking about the specific examples that are coming to your mind and let’s listen to what Jesus says about “leaders” in His Church. 
Luke 22:25-27  25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  26 "But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves.

There are only Servant/Leaders in Christ’s kingdom.  And Hebrews 13:17 is not a mandate or a call to obey some other man in our relationship to Christ.  Any preacher who thinks this, is unwilling to model Christ in His Church.  The people do not exist to serve the organization.  They belong to Christ and are only His.  God calls His Servant/Leaders to care for His Church and love His Church.  Yes, we do it imperfectly but, this is a very crucial point of doctrine within the Body of Christ. 
Obey:  This is a word that is seldom translated “obey.”  And obey does not fit the context of this passage.  It is the word  more often used for “persuade.”  Here is a familiar verse that uses translates it “persuade.”
Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?"

Not only that, but it is in a construction in Greek that actually says this to you: “Allow yourselves to be persuaded by your leaders [preachers].”  It has this idea:  “Allow yourself to be induced to believe by words.”  This is a far cry from “obey” as we think of it.
Allow yourselves to be persuaded by your leaders and submit:  Not submit to your preacher.   That is not in the text. You are to submit to the Word of the Living God.  Remember, these are the leaders who “spoke the Word of God” to you, not the ones who told you what to do, what to believe, how to dress or eat or raise your children.  The leaders in our text have given their lives to speak the Word of God to you.  

Now here is the command from God to you: “Let your preachers persuade you of God’s Word and submit to IT.”  Now, if a preacher cannot or will not open up the Word of God for you to feed upon, he must put some other meaning onto this verse.  The preacher who is fully relying on the Word preached in the power of the Spirit will be well content to have you submit only to that.  This is why Martin Luther cried “The Scripture Alone.”  He was satisfied that it was a sufficient guide to your soul.
For they keep watch over your souls:  These leaders are deeply concerned for your soul.  “Keep Watch” means to stay up at night.  It has the idea of being sleepless so that they can be vigilant.   
Let yourself be persuaded by preachers who are keeping watch over your soul.
As those who will give an account:  Such preachers know that you do not belong to them.  
ILL:  I own a lot of books and if I mistreat one or break its back or leave it where water can be spilled on it, no one will hold me accountable for it.  It is mine. BUT, if I borrow one of your prize books and do the same thing to it, it is very likely that you are going to want it replaced.  You would have preferred that I took better care of it but the point is I am accountable for what is not mine and not accountable for what is mine. 
Now this is exactly why your preacher is willing to loose sleep to care for your soul.  Yes, he does love you, but he is accountable to Christ.  You belong to Him.  He bought you at the cross and you are His bride.  Your worth is infinite in Christ’s mind.  
Let yourself be persuaded by preachers who are keeping watch over your soul and who hold you in infinite esteem because you were bought by the blood of Christ. 
Let them do this with joy and not with grief, For this would be unprofitable for you:  

Let your preacher care for you.  Let him love you.  Let him persuade you of the truth of God’s Word. Great preachers have great listeners.  They have people who are hungry for the manna of the Word and not those who come to the table half expecting to be poisoned there.  There is no greater joy for a preacher than hungry listeners.  No greater grief then those who will not receive the Word for what it says to them. Resisting the Word is what is unprofitable not resisting your preacher.  
If you would like to know how to make your preacher joyous…receive the Word of God from him.  

Pray for Your leaders [13:18]

Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way.

The human writer can’t think of anything that he is being insincere about.  His desire is to have a manner of life that is honorable.  This is a bold statement.  It sounds a little self-confident, but in this context it describes a leader who is openly living to serve Christ by serving His other children.  It does not mean that he thinks he is perfect or sinless.  It just means that, to the best of his knowledge, this is his desire.  Paul who considered himself “The Chief of Sinners” said the same thing to the Corinthians
1 Corinthians 4:4  4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted, but the one who examines me is the Lord.

Pray for your preacher.  Pray that he will be under the scrutiny of God and His Word before, during and after he preaches to you.  

CONCLUSION

God is calling you to Himself in these verses not to preachers.  Preachers are mere men tasked with revealing the Word of Truth to you. 

1 Corinthians 1:21-24  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

God is calling you to watch the life of your preacher to see if God can redeem, and sustain a poor frail sinner by His grace and power.  Faith is all about God doing everything for us by grace.  Watch your preacher struggle with life and be sure not to miss the part where God is his only hope and sufficiency in his sin and weakness. 
Ask for a verdict:  Would you ask God now to give you a desire to imitate his faith and a heart to be persuaded by his proclamation of the Word?  
You are Christ’s sheep and Jesus said,  “My sheep hear My voice and they follow Me.”
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