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Introduction:

Open your Bibles with me to Hebrews chapter thirteen: 
Hebrews 13:1-6  Let love of the brethren continue.  2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.  3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.  4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.  5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"  6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?"
Verses four through six of this passage address the two most all consuming issues of human life. Marriage and Money!  We could even say sex and money because God chooses here to deal with marriage and sex in the same breath.  In so doing he speaks to all men and women because regardless of our marital status we are all sexual beings and we all need and think about money. 
But, this is not a passage about marriage or money.  It is about your heart.  We could say your attitude, but it is more than that.  These first six verses call upon us to be something we are not “by nature.” They call us to have a heart for one another, a heart for strangers and even a heart for prisoners.  It ends with the two things most difficult to possess.  A pure heart toward sex and money. 
Have you noticed that the first question after a horrible crime is often; “what drove him to it?”   God says it was his heart.  No amount of psychology or blame shifting is ever going to fix the heart.  Men have no ability to deal with the heart. Speaking of natural men, God says: 
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
There is no cure for the heart.  God states this over and over in the Scripture while, at the same time,  calling us to forsake sin and live for Him.  How can God require of men what they cannot do?  So that He alone can provide the answer. God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  
He will transform your heart.  He wants you to depend on Him and not yourself for your righteousness. God the creator wants you to love Him with your heart.  The self righteous love only themselves. 

So the answer to the dilemma is: God Himself will give you a new heart.  He will wash away your sins and exchange your old heart for a new one. 
Ezekiel 36:25-27   25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

Titus echoes the same theme in the New Testament: 

Titus 3:3-7 3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Hebrews eleven and twelve have taught us that “Faith is what God does for us and not what we do for Him.”  God resolutely maintains in His Word that we are perfected or “brought to maturity” in the same way we were saved from hell…by His powerful grace working in our lives.  Listen to just a few of the verses. 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
1 Corinthians 1:8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 2:13   13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
But if we have a new heart why does God still instructs, exhorts and rebukes us? Precisely because we ARE His children. This explains all the instructions and commands in the Bible. God’s chosen means in this world for training our new heart is the instruction of His Word.  According to Proverbs only a fool despises instruction. 
 Proverbs 1:7-9  7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.  8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching;  9 Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head and ornaments about your neck.

As if echoing the words of Solomon, Hebrews offers this warning at the beginning of chapter twelve. 

Hebrews 12:5  "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM;  6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES."

God has affirmed His love for you in the most unimaginable way.  He crushed His own Son as the sacrifice and remedy for your sin.   He has washed you in the blood of Christ, and poured out the Spirit in your life.  He insists you are His Children through faith and no one will ever take you from Him. He is not even ashamed that we…of all people…are His brethren. 
Hebrews 2:11  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,
Men, on the other hand, are often “ashamed” of their children.  Why?  Because they make us look bad.  But, God takes the necessary time with us to work from the inside out.  He transforms our hearts and not just our actions. God teaches that evil comes out of the heart.  Religious men seldom understand this…even though Jesus taught it clearly. 
Mark 7:14-20   20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

Human parents often neglect the hearts of their children and deal with outward behavior because their children embarrass them. Well meaning parents can neglect the heart for the outward.  I have heard parents say
· “If we can convince our children that sex is bad then perhaps they will not become sexually immoral.”  
· “If our children never see or hear of evil they cannot be tempted by it.” 
· “If we live “poorly” and speak about having money as if it is evil then perhaps our children will not be tempted by greed and avarice.  
Have you noticed how many kids, raised in the church, go straight into the world the second the outward restraints are lifted.  It is easy to suppress the outward, but only God can transform the heart. Dear ones, let God transform your heart, not merely your words and outward appearance. Pray for the hearts of your children because nothing else will help them.  Paul explained this clearly to the Colossians. 
Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
In our text this morning God gives important instructions about our hidden heart attitude toward the two biggest things in our life;  Marriage [and by extension, sex] and money. You do not need to be a genius to realize the enormity of these two.  One or both of them is involved in almost every crime.  One or both will be the cause of every family breakup.
Our three verses today are intended to instruct our hearts.  Listen carefully to me here.  The problems we have with our marriage and our money are problems of the heart.  God wants you to examine: 

· The attitude of your heart toward Marriage

· The attitude of your heart toward Money
God condemns neither money or sexuality. If you think He does then you will miss the entire point of these verses. 
The attitude of your heart toward Marriage [Hebrews 13:4]
Hebrews 13:4  4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
Studies show that the number one source of fights within marriage and divorce is money.  Sex is number two.  Marriage is in trouble in our society.  Even those who do not divorce often find themselves living in a loveless and unfulfilled home.  I have lost count of how many times someone has said to me, “isn’t it better to just get a divorce than to live like this?”  Sadly, as bad as marriage can get, divorce is often worse.  I am not alone in this opinion.  What is the answer to such a monumental problem.  It is the heart. 
Our verse begins with your heart attitude toward marriage and sex.  The word for “bed” is a word that clearly means sex. They are used together in this sentence because they go together in the plan and purpose of God. The last part of the verse makes that perfectly clear.  God has a plan to reveal His Glory  through marriage and Satan has a plan to obscure God’s glory at any cost through adultery and fornication. 

In the original Greek it says something close to this:  “Marriage is precious and sex is undefiled and pure.”  This idea has a lot of trouble coming out in English because there are no verbs in the sentence.  The verbs are back in verses two and three.  
Hebrews 13:2-4  2 Do not neglect [DON’T LET YOURSELVES FORGET] to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.  3 Remember [REMIND YOURSELVES OF] the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.
The two verbs are:  “Do not let yourselves forget” and “remind yourselves”…of what?   That “marriage is precious and sex is undefiled and pure.”   These are the attitudes of the heart.  The key attitude word here is “honor”
Honor:  Means to considered of great value.  Hold in highest regard. Consider something costly or esteemed.  It is something especially dear.   This is an attitude of the heart.  Here are some of the other places the same word appears in the Bible. 
Luke 18:20 "You know the commandments, 'DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'"

This commandment was directed at the heart.  In fact, I think all these commandments were ultimately directed at our heart.  Let me illustrate honor with this story:  

ILLUSTRATION:  I once heard a pastor explaining to a younger man how to honor his father with whom he was having conflicts.  The pastor explained that he personally did not have respect for his father’s ideas and did not regard him as very capable.  He also disliked his father’s values and preferences.  But, he explained, he had learned that if he would ask his Dad’s opinion on things just as if he actually cherished his Dad’s input then his Dad would be made to feel important and honored.  He never really took his Dad’s advise nor did he ever really intend to.  His purpose was to make his Dad feel like his son honored him.  This the pastor explained, is what it means to “honor your father” even though you dislike him.  
Now may I say that this is the answer of a religionist.  Someone who believes that the answers to our problems are outward and that behavior will correct everything.  Jesus always addresses your heart.  
John 5:23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

I have quoted this verse to people who have come to my door over the years.  They respond by saying that they do “honor” the son, but He is not God.  Sadly, this will not suffice.  One must assign the same value, regard and esteem to the Son as to the Father.  This is the teaching of the Scripture.  
Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.  Give preference to one another because you are precious to one another.
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  Because you consider them valuable to you. 
1 Peter 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.  Translation?:  Show her by your actions that she is precious to you and your “fellow heir of the grace of life.”  This last one strikes close to the purpose of our verse in Hebrews.  
Hebrews 13:4 is an appeal to your heart to remember that “Marriage is precious and sex is undefiled and pure.” Our marriages begin to come back to life when our hearts do.
Marriage and sex, like everything else in creation is precious because it is about God. This truth is just as vital if you are single, married, divorced or widowed.  Marriage is intended to, first of all, reveal the glory of God in creation and then to provide a blessing to men.  It cannot be approached the other way.  When Christian seminars and books promise to fix your marriage so that it can “glorify God” they miss the point entirely.  Seeing the glory of God in marriage sets in motion the wheels of healing and joy.  Let me show you how marriage reveals the glory of God.
· It reveals the image of God in the world. 

Genesis 1:27   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Male and female share the image of God equally.  The image of God is “the qualities that distinguishes men from the rest of creation.”  God has shared certain of His own attributes with men.  Men and women are able to love, express mercy, think and reason.  Both are in the image of God while having different roles to fulfill within God’s design. 
God created woman as such a marvelous creature that a man is willing to leave everything he has received from his parents to be with his wife.  A wife is a provision from the Lord.

Proverbs 19:14   14 House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is from the LORD.

The relentless attack on the literal account of Genesis both inside and outside the church has greatly confused many.  God chose to create men and women in His image while establishing them within specific roles.  The New Testament appeals to Creation to establish order in the home and in the church.  Satan hates the family because it consists of God’s image bearers reflecting God’s design.

· It is also God’s means for sharing His creative monopoly with us.  It glorifies God by the creation of life. 
We have already mentioned that God created male and female in His image to display His own glory in the creation.  Creation is awesome to behold, but God’s crowning creative act was Adam and Eve.  At the moment that God created Eve He also created marriage.  
By creating marriage God shared, with His image bearers, His ability to create life.  God could have created each individual human being from that time forward.  After all, in all creation,  only God had the power to give life.  Marriage is not just for pro-creation.  It is a celebration of creation.  It glorifies the life giver, God the creator. 
The command to “multiply and fill up the earth” was a command to flood the creation with the image of God.  God still receives glory as the giver of life.  
Man is feeling pretty smug about his abilities to unlock the secrets of life.  DNA and gene mapping  have some people on a real head trip.  But, holding your own child is a serious reality check.  Is this chance chemicals and cell divisions? How come she looks like her mom?   There is something spiritual and godlike about a newborn child.  God reveals some of His glory every time one is born.. 
· It illustrates God’s unrestrained love and affection for us 
It shows how much Christ esteems the church. Christ is the loving husband and the church is the cherished and beloved bride. Only marriage symbolizes this in the world.  Half hearted marriages where the parents still control and meddle in the lives of their married children do not reflect the glory of Christ. Jesus left heaven and became a man to claim His bride.  Neither do marriages where the groom does not forsake everything for his bride, but just adds her to his collection of self satisfying possessions.  When you remind yourself that marriage is precious [honorable] do not forget why.  Like nothing else in this world, it illustrates the love of Christ for you.  

Ephesians 5:25-32 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.  31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
When marriage is honored, the groom so cherishes this bride that he forsakes His father’s riches in order to join Himself to her.  Marriage reflects the love of God toward His chosen.  God explains how Jesus did it for you. 
Philippians 2:5-8  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Although the Bible speaks of Christ’s love for the “church,” YOU may take it personally!  There is no institutional church in the New Testament.  We are bound into one body, and that body is Christ’s.  It is a spiritual body. Christ is one with His church. Christ is one with you. 
The attitude of your heart toward Money [Hebrews 13:5-6]
Hebrews 13:5-6   5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"  6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?"
I think we can all agree that money is huge.  In our society men often spend considerably more time in prison for stealing money than they do for murder. We love our money and our possessions.  But God calls our hearts to be… 

Free from the love of money:  This can mean greed or avarice, but in its context is substantially more.  Most of us would say that we are not always wanting to get more money.  We would therefore excuse ourselves from the exhortation of this verse, but God is talking about the heart.  We can work hard at not appearing greedy, but God is going to disciple your heart.  
Being content:  What if you do not have enough money?  How are you supposed to be content with that?  Are we supposed to not want to have our needs met?  I have heard people suggest exactly that.  But, this word means “having unfailing confidence and strength.”     The same word is used in another very important passage of the Scripture.  
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul was shown things that no man ever saw.  Not only that, but he was smart, educated and motivated.  He did nothing half heartedly.  He undertook everything like the over achiever that he was.  So, along with God’s great blessings to him came an affliction.  Paul stated, under inspiration, that it was given to keep him from “exalting” himself.  We are not told what it is, but like any normal person, Paul asked God to take it away. 
In verse nine Scripture uses the same word we have translated “content” in our passage in Hebrews.  This is how it comes into English in II Corinthians 12:9:  "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness."  Sufficient is that word.  God said to Paul, my grace will give you unfailing strength in the face of fear, pain and helplessness. 
Going back now to Hebrews, I want to ask you the following question.  I know it is a hard question,  but it is the question of the hour.  It is the question in this passage.  I have often asked it to myself.  
Having excused ourselves of being greedy and covetous, “do you fear financial circumstances over which we have no control?  What if the economy collapses?  What if I loose my job because of circumstances I cannot foresee or control.   What if I loose my health coverage and get really sick?  What if I cannot take care of my children?  How will I ever put them through college?”  What if Social Security fails just as I retire and I have nothing else?
You see my friends, this is not just a verse about being greedy for money.  We would say we don’t want a lot or even what belongs to someone else.  It is a verse about fear of the heart.  It is about misplaced confidence and bogus security. 
Is Christ’s grace sufficient to alleviate your fears of this world and of other men?   Can you count on Jesus Christ if any or all of those things happens?  
"I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"

We have now come back to the issue of faith.  God says that He will neither desert you or forsake you and that He is sufficient for your financial needs.  Do you believe Him or not? Remember, Faith is not about what you do for God, but what He does for you.  He saved you when you were helpless and keeps you when you are inadequate.  Here He promises to care for you physically in this world. Do you believe Him or not?
Perhaps you have already experienced God’s sufficiency.  Most of us have, but never realized it.  We just thought we got through it.  Got by.  Got lucky or found a job in the nick of time.  How sad when we do not see the hand of God caring for us.  Do you remember your first years of marriage.  I used to collect  soda bottles because a certain number of them would buy a dozen of these funny eggs that had no shells.  We could get them for 19 cents a dozen.  
In the beginning I imagined that I was finding a way. May God enable us to see instead that He is sufficient for us.  God is going for your heart my friend.  He wants you to be able to say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?" 
In his time of helplessness Paul said, “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

CONCLUSION

Marriage and Money will bring us to our knees quicker than anything else.  In the church we have become experts at dealing outwardly with these issues, but only God can help us with our heart.  
· God wants you to cherish marriage in your heart because it reflects His glory in creation.  Adultery and fornication deface the glory of God in His own creation by obscuring God’s intentions and image in the world. 
· God wants your heart to be free from the “love of money” because He wants to reveal His glory to you by caring for you over and over again.  He wants to be enough for you.  If you are having financial problems perhaps this would be a good time to tell Jesus why He is not sufficient for you.  Is His promise insufficient?  I think we can both see that it is an issue of the heart. 
What will we do then with these hearts of ours?   Take them to the Cross.  In the shadow of the Cross things appear more clearly than they do in the daylight of our everyday lives. Your heart is always and only changed by beholding the glory and sufficiency of Christ.  That is precisely what God means when He says, 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
So we will confess to you dear Lord, that we have seldom seen our marriages as a reflection of your Glory.  We have rarely embraced our financial struggles as opportunities for you to reveal your sufficiency.  Teach us to be content with you. To know in our hearts that you alone are sufficient for our future.   Thank you for our new hearts and for nurturing and instructing them. Thank you that…
Hebrews 4:12-13  12 …the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  

Closing Song.  Worthy is the Lamb   

Benediction: 

Ephesians 3:14-21  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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