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Introduction:

Perhaps you too have been asking this question…”If God is the initiator of our salvation and if He will not accept any good work that men do as payment for their sins and corruptions…then why have I been told to “be good” my entire life?”  Even more vexing are passages like the one that is before us this morning.  Why does God Himself tell me to live righteously and instruct me how to live righteously if “righteous living” is not acceptable payment for my sin?  In other words; what are we supposed to do with a chapter like Hebrews thirteen after learning that God is not impressed with our good works.  
Let’s just take a minute to make sure that we understand what we are talking about here.  

· God does not accept our righteous deeds; 

Isaiah 64:6-7  6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  7 There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arouses himself to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us and have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.

Hebrews 7:19  19 (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

· Natural men cannot understand the things of GOD:

1 Corinthians 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
· The Bible says that God is working to perfect us and not we ourselves. 
Philippians 1:6   6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 5:10  10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

Returning to our question then:  Why is the Bible filled with admonitions to holy and righteous living if God does not accept any of it as payment to balance our sin and get us into heaven?  The answer begins to come clear when we realize that God works for His glory and not for ours.  If we transform ourselves into paragons of virtue then we can take a bow.  If God does it, it becomes further evidence of His Loving Power to redeem and make holy.  
Once we get our eyes fixed upon Christ [who is the goal of our race called “life”], God will then teach us how to run.  This is the way God’s children run the race.  

Perhaps you have watched a Father instruct his son how to hold a bat and step into the batters box.  Feet properly spread, knees slightly bent,  arms held away from the body and the bat poised over the shoulder.  “Now, son, you must step toward the pitch and not away as you watch the ball careening toward you.”…The look on a child’s face when he hits that ball is priceless.  These are the reasons why God instructs His children how to play the game. He wants us to be successful at it.
How then, are we to play at this game called “The Christian Life?”  Our passage today begins the closing exhortations to us all.  Yes, it is true that Christ is all in all.  There is nothing that we must do in order to gain or keep His love or mercy, but now it is time to see how this Sovereign of the Universe intends to shape His own dear children.  
The very first thing…number one on God’s list is 
the love of His children for one another.
Nothing displays the glory of God in the church like this.  Conversely,  nothing can more obscure the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ like brothers and sisters that judge and hate one another in a loveless state of gloom.  This will be a sermon on one verse because this is a watershed issue in the Body of Christ.  Loveless churches have no testimony for Christ.  Jesus Himself promised this judgment to churches and people who do not love. 

Revelation 2:3-5   3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.   5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.

It is the love of God that drove Christ Jesus to the Cross.  He loved and His disciples also love.  Not loving one another will do two very destructive things.

· It will make you Judgmental Legalists.

· It will destroy the unity of Christ’s Church and obscure the glory of Jesus.  

May God open our eyes to understand these Scriptures Lord.  Let us see the ways in which we are to love one another and continue loving one another.  For your Glory Jesus. 

Hebrews 13:1 Let love of the brethren continue.

“Let love continue” does not really do this sentence justice.  It is more blunt than that.  The English seems a more courteous way of telling someone what they must do.  If I am climbing a ladder to the second story window of a house and I say to you, “stay here and don’t let this ladder slip,”  that is not an optional request in my mind.  Most of our English translations say it pretty much the same way. The Greek say, ”You must continue to love the brothers!”  It is not God’s hope or wish.  It is His most often repeated command to you. 
So what is “love?”  Is it a warm gushy feeling of a newly wedded couple?  If so, it is quickly gone.  Everyone thinks they know what love is but few can give any kind of response to this question.  God goes about it this way:  He tells us what “Love” does and what it does not do.  Let me give you a few of the things love does do:

· Love acts to bless and help the unlovely.  The most despicably unlovely!

1 John 4:9-11  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
· It loves sinners not just perfect people.
Romans 5:8  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
· It does what humans cannot do

1 Corinthians 13:4  4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

1 Corinthians 13:7   7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Now let me very clear about one thing here.  In our natural state, apart from the power of the Holy Spirit, men and women do not have the capacity to love one another.  Because, Love is self sacrificing in nature.  This is why the New Testament abounds with commands and exhortations about how we are to treat one another….because we do not know how to love one another.  This morning we will look at two ways we do not love:
Failure to Love will make You a Judgmental Legalist.

Love does exists between brothers, But brotherly love can be tenuous.  God has infinite variety in His creation and His image bearers are no different.  Recently discovered insights into our genetics is an unexpected illustration of this.  With the exception of identical twins, everyone’s DNA is different and yet everyone is absolutely human.  Should we be shocked that an Infinite God would make our personalities, propensities and priorities “infinitely different?” 
Think with me now for a moment:  What is your response to someone who does not have the same set of priorities that you have?  We don’t want to say it out loud, but…”they should get their priorities straight.”   Is the mother who sterilizes the house from top to bottom all day so that her children will not get sick or the one who spends the same time rocking the baby and reading to the kids, the best mom?  You will decide based on your own priorities.  A man once told me I was a failure as a pastor because I spent entirely too much time with my children.  Some people are good at math and some are good with languages.  Few are good with both.  Some people get it the first time and others never seem to get it, but that same person may be a brilliant carpenter or mechanic.  Who gets to say who is smart or not, who is trying to be godly or not, who is paying attention in church or not?  You will decide based on your own likes or dislikes.  

NOW…this is exactly what we are NOT to do.  We are to love instead.  God made this infinite variety of humans and then He loved them all.  We want to love only those who do not annoy us.  Let me try to illustrate this:

Illustration: In a family…like yours or mine…have you noticed that the children do not all enter it at the same time and with precisely the same abilities, maturity and priorities?   They come in, instead, one at a time and start out being able to do almost nothing for themselves. The babies keep us awake at night.  The toddlers constantly want to be picked up…but they are getting really heavy.  The preschoolers never give us a moments rest.  How many times have you heard a parent say…”why can’t you just grow up.”  And that is precisely the problem…they are trying and it is taking a long time.  
I want to apply this to your spiritual life within the church.  
Failure to understand what I am about to say makes you judgmental legalists. 
God has a great deal to say about our attitude toward one another.  In the end, we will see that it is not how you “feel” toward one another that defines love.  Everyone feels better about the person who shares his interests and priorities, but let me just say again…that is just not what you find in the real world and it is not what you find in the church.  And who can we thank for this infinite assortment of human beings?  It is God Himself.  
Psalm 95:1-7  O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.  2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  3 For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all gods,  4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also.  5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.  6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
God made us different and brought us to the same Cross differently. He nourishes and perfects  us differently and teaches us different things at different times…Because we are His different children.  Men are so upside down on this subject that the Bible mainly approaches this by looking at the actions and attitudes of the heart that demonstrate that we do not have love for one another. If we understand these and repent we will begin to get our minds and hearts around what it means to “love one another.”  Turn to the book of James. 
After speaking of the reasons why we fight and hate in the Body of Believers, God comes out with the following command: 
James 4:10-12  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

James asserts that when we speak against one another we are not humble in the presence of the Lord.  The word “speak against” describes a slander or an accusation of another brother.  God’s Word here goes on to call that “judging.”  
To understanding judging let’s consider what it is NOT.  It is not turning a blind eye to sin.  I have heard people accuse Christians of being judgmental because they said publicly that adultery is sin and forbidden by God.  James is not talking about such things. God does not intend for us allow sin to pollute the church because we are afraid of being judgmental.  The “spiritual” in the church are commanded to restore our brothers who sin.  
Galatians 6:1-3  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

If your intention is restoration and you are willing to go to the mat for a sinning brother then this verse is for you.  But you had better watch yourself, because sin and pride are right at the door of your heart also whether or not you choose to believe it.  Watch yourself or you will soon feel superior to the sinning brother.  You will not have compassion on him as Christ has compassion on His children.  You will just unload your rebuke and go your way thinking you are something when you are nothing.  Be very very careful here, my dear brothers and sisters. 
This forbidden “judging” is also NOT a refusal to speak to a brother about sin directed toward you.  But we need to be really careful here as well.  I have seldom seen this handled in the way the Bible prescribes.  Look at Matthew 18 with me: 
Matthew 18:15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.

This is not a personal offense.  People do things to us all the time that we find offensive. Our problem with “offenses” is that we fail to see the magnitude of our own offenses toward God. We get in a huff over things that God would just shake His head over.  Only the preaching of the Cross will heal us of wearing our feelings on our sleeve.  Christ suffered for you.  

1 Peter 2:21 - 3:1  Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.  

The solution to everyday offenses is to look to the Cross my brothers and sisters and simply realize that Christ has so forgiven you that you can forgive one another. And yes, you can act unilaterally to forgive offenses because they are nothing of consequence in the Grand Scheme of God.  
Ephesians 4:31-32  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

So what is in view in Matthew 18?  It is primarily a personal sin against you.  They have violated God’s Word toward you.  They have born false testimony against you or they have stolen from you.  This is the context of this particular passage in Matthew.   We can use this basic method to seek to restore a sinning brother as well but this context is personal sin. Jesus says that you should first try to persuade them privately.  Privately does not allow for you to tell someone else you did it.  You cannot do it publicly.  It must be” just and only” between the two of you.  Now,  if your brother does not hear you…and this means “agree with you that he sinned,” then you are to take one or two others along with you. 
Matthew 18:16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.

This is very important and seldom mentioned…because…Listen very carefully…you might be the one who is wrong.  If you cannot get one or two others to agree with you, you are the one who is wrong and you should not only drop the issue but also apologize to your brother.  
Back to James. What is James saying then.  He is talking about speaking against a brother for something you think is sin that God had not said is a sin. When we do this James says we “play God.”  We are certain that what we think is holy or righteous should have been included in the Word of God.  And even if it is not we are going to speak against that behavior, habit, action or food just as if it were actually a sin.  We have now…according to Scripture, ceased to become doers of the Word ourselves and have become judges of the Word of God.   Can you see it right here in the text?  I am not making this up on the fly.   
James 4:10-12  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

It is also speaking against a brother or sister for what you perceive to be the “motives of their hearts.”  This is how we do this.  We say, “they said that because they hate me.”  “He or she did not acknowledge what I said because they wanted to insult me.”   He or she did this or did not do that because…and then we assign the motive as if we actually knew anything about it.  I had a man accuse me once of going overtime in my sermon because I was rebellious and spiteful.  
Paul was accused of every manner of evil intention, even by the churches. To the Corinthians he made the following defense.  The Holy Spirit has “freeze framed” it for all eternity in the Holy Word of God.  

1 Corinthians 4:1-7  Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.  3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.  4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.  6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.  7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

· Paul had learned to regard lightly what men thought of his motives and intentions. [3]
· He was not aware of having evil motives or sin, but that did not justify him.  It is the Lord who examined his heart and justified him.  [4]
· Because of this truth we are commanded to stop passing judgment. [5a]
· When Christ comes He will disclose the motives of men’s hearts and men’s praise will come from God.  Paul does not want their judgment and he does not want their praise.  He wants Christ’s!
· Apply all of this now so that you will learn not to exceed what is written.  Going beyond the Word of God with your own personal code of righteousness makes you arrogant and boastful not more righteous.  [6-7]  I am not making this up…it is right here in the text. 
Failure to Love will Destroy the Unity of the Body
Failure to understand what we are speaking of here also disrupts the unity of Christ’s body and produces a “dysfunctional” family of God.  I have know Christians in the same church who did not speak to each other for 15 years.  After a while they couldn’t even remember why they hated one another.  
Ultimately, failure to understand this obscures [to the point of oblivion] the glory of God in the world.  Jesus put it this way:  [Have them look at this verse]
John 13:34-35  34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Here is a “news flash.”  The world does not know we are Christ’s disciples because of our doctrinal purity or moral perfections.  All men “know” because you have love for one another.  How many people have you met…be honest now and think this through…how many men and women have you met that want nothing to do with the fellowship of brothers and sisters in Christ because of the hatred, malice and lack of love they experienced in a church?  I can tell you that this county is full of them.  I often pray for them.  Satan has scattered the family of God because Christians fail to humble themselves and love one another. 
So…how big a deal is our love for one another?  After all Pastor, you are preaching a whole sermon on just one verse in Hebrews.  Let me just read a few more to help us understand the priority God puts on this.  

John 15:12  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 

John 15:17  17 "This I command you, that you love one another
Romans 13:8   8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another, for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10  9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another,  10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 

1 Peter 1:22-23  22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 

1 John 3:11   11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
1 John 3:23-24   23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.  24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.  

1 John 4:7-8   7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

2 John 1:5   5 Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another. 
This explains why we find ourselves so assaulted by lack of love.  Love is our defining characteristic as believers.  We are not to love evil or sin,  but we are to love one another.   We have seen the ways in which we fail to do this.  Probably everyone of us has been on the receiving end of someone’s indiscriminate judgmentalism.  It is often practiced by people who think they are standing up for God’s righteousness or keeping the church pure, but it wounds Christ’s other children, it shatters the unity of God’s family and it grieves God. 
Well, we can repent of our lack of love, but how do we experience the genuine love of God for one another.  Take your Bible and turn to I John 4:11
1 John 4:11-13   11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  
· The Holy Spirit is in the business of revealing the glory of Christ in this world.  No one has seen God at any time…but God abides in us.  What does this mean?

· It means that God is bringing His own love into the world through us.  Nothing obscures the glory of God like failure to love.  That is what this verse says.  I am not making this up…it is really right here in the text.  
· The answer to the question is that you will get this love exactly where you got your salvation and in exactly the same way.  It will be through no merit of your own so that you will not be able to brag that you are “loving.”  It is the Spirit of God who produces it in you because it makes Christ glorious. 
CONCLUSION

Ask for a verdict:  Dear brothers and sisters.  Those who lack this Spirit produced love of God for one another are never at peace.  They see the church as falling apart at the seems.  They never experience any joy in the Christian life because God is never doing enough to purify His own church or perfect His own children.  They are always going beyond what is written. If you don’t have the Spirit’s love you will not have His Peace or His Joy.  This is guaranteed.  

God wants you to repent of lack of love for the brethren.  Even more than that He wants you to ask Him to give you love for the brothers and sisters.  You can do that.  You just need to pray.  Lord give me love for …[you fill in the blank]  I challenge you to do it.  Listen to Jesus Himself.  He speaks here of Himself and the Father.  
Luke 6:35-38  5 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."

God is even kind to ungrateful and evil men. How much more should we be toward Christ’s other children?  Should we not hunger for what only He can give…the Love of God for one another.  God is generous.  Those who receive love from God give it out generously.  God in turn pours it back into our lap…a good measure…pressed down, shaken together and running over.  You cannot run out of love for one another when God is your source. 
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