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Introduction:

Why should any person give up their most precious possession to someone else?  Well we simply wouldn’t do it.  It is ours.  We have come to own something of infinite value in our eyes and we simply will not part with it under any circumstances.  
But,  what if this other person were offering an even greater prize than the one we possessed in exchange for ours?    Who would not give up a 5 % Certificate of Deposit for one returning 15%?  The problem of course, is one of faith.  We are simply not certain that the offer is legitimate.  We fear that the investment counselor is not telling the truth or is deceived himself about the product he is offering.  Does this new advisor have the authority and power to guarantee that our investment will perform as promised?  It is a question of faith…pure and simple…Can you believe this man???
Now, I ask you…what is your greatest possession?  Think carefully now.  Do not answer too quickly.  I am going to suggest that it is your life.  Your physical life…to be sure but also your eternal soul.  Now let’s not make too strong a distinction between the two.  They are not two different things.  God has said in His Word that He will resurrect all human beings…whether they believe in Him or not…whether they lived righteously or wickedly.  All human beings will be raised physically from the dead. You will have a physical as well as spiritual existence for all eternity.  This is a vital truth for you to know.  You are not just getting through these few years on the earth.  God has created you in His Image and part of that image is that you will live on eternally.  The question we have to answer is where we will we live eternally.  Will it be in the presence of Christ or apart from Him in hell.   
Daniel 12:2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

It is in this context that we come to the closing verses of Hebrews chapter twelve.  We have seen throughout this book that Jesus Christ is supreme over all contenders.  The Scripture has systematically put forth everything in which men trust and compared them to the surpassing glory and excellence of Jesus Christ.  
· God spoke through His prophets but now has spoken to us through His own Son. 

· Angels are splendid, but Christ created the angels
· Moses was a great prophet, but Jesus created Moses

· God gave the priesthood to the Jews, but Jesus was the greater priest.  Jesus was both the perfect priest and the perfect sacrifice. 

· The sacrifices were a shadow of Christ, but Jesus is the Christ.  

This brings us to our text this morning.  The Scripture is seeking to convince you to forsake all other things and trust only Christ.  Believe God when He speaks to you. Do not try to make your own way to God through self-righteousness, self-reform or works based religion.  You cannot balance the scales.  They are hopelessly tipped against you and every other human being that has ever lived.  So what shall we do?  Listen to our passage for this morning. 

Hebrews 12:25-29  25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.  26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN."  27 This expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.  28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;  29 for our God is a consuming fire.

Our text contains four crucial exhortations that lead to one conclusion.  Here are the four exhortations: 

· Never Refuse  to Listen Carefully to the Words of Jesus Christ. 
· Never Rely upon anything in this world
· Always make gratitude your defining character quality
· Always Worship Christ Acceptably

Here is the One Conclusion:  Jesus Christ is supreme.  He surpasses all other things in the universe.  He is your Savior.  He is worthy of your daily gratitude and worship. 
Never Refuse  to Listen Carefully to the Words of Jesus Christ  [25]
Hebrews 12:25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.
Do not refuse Him who is speaking:  This is what the Children of Israel did at Mount Sinai.  
Hebrews 12:19  19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them.

Here it is to be understood this way:  Do not make excuses.  Do not beg off when Christ Speaks to you.  I recently asked a woman if she was a Christian.  She looked afraid when I asked her and quickly produced a cross from around her neck to convince me.  She did not want to hear Christ.  She begged off.  She had been baptized and was told she was a Christian.  The Scripture says be very careful not to do that.  God is speaking to you about your eternal soul.  He says you need Christ.  Do not excuse yourself or offer religion or self righteousness in the place of the “Cross Work” of Christ.  He has already warned us that He will never accept those as payment.  Only Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is sufficient for you. 

And so we have been asked to not just “believe in Jesus” like we would believe in science or believe that there is a place called China.  We are warned to “believe Him when He speaks.”  To trust His Words and place our most precious possession in His hands.  This is the essence of saving faith.  Do not simply believe in God my friends…believe Him.  He has laid down His life for you. 

John 10:14-18  14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep …  17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  

How exactly did He lay down His life for you?

· Being God, He was born into the world without sin.  He never sinned.  He was the only human who ever lived who had no sin.  Because of that He became the substitute for your sin.  Jesus had to become a real flesh and blood man like you because He specifically came to redeem real flesh and blood men.  

Hebrews 2:14  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,

· Would you trade one of your children for a lamb?  Of course not!  A lamb is not a fitting price for a human child.  For that same reason Christ became a sinless human so that He could substitute for you.  

2 Corinthians 5:21   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

· He then rose again as proof that everything He said He was doing was true.

Matthew 12:39-40   39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

· He claimed to be God come in the flesh.  He said that He came to seek and save the lost and He claimed that He would raise us up in the last day.  

John 5:24-26  24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  26 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;

We have not come to the Mountain of the law on Earth.  When God thundered from the Mount Sinai it was His intention to demonstrate His inapproachability.  Men can never get to God.  God Himself barred the way back at the Garden of Eden.  

Genesis 3:24   24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.

The entire purpose of the Law of the Old Testament was to show that God cannot be approached by men.  So what is the solution to such a problem?  God came for us.  He sent His only Son to die for you.  Christ is the Shepherd and you are the sheep.  He laid down His life for you because nothing else in all creation is sufficient payment for your sins. Mark this down.  Nothing you or anyone else can do is sufficient for your sins.  Only the life of a sinless man in your place will suffice.  I beg you,  Do not refuse Him who speaks to you about your eternal soul from heaven…. And  
Never Rely upon anything in this world  [26, 27]

Hebrews 12:26  26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN."  
Now God had summoned all of Israel to the foot of Mount Sinai after He delivered them from their slavery in Egypt.  This is another evidence of the one sided nature of God’s relationship with us.  Men like to imagine that they play some part in their salvation, but God insists that they do not.  What happened to Israel is just another evidence of that.  They were working away in their bondage when God called Moses and brought Him back from Midian to confront Pharaoh. 
Exodus 5:1-2  And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.'"  2 But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go."

When Pharaoh increased their burden the people did not trust Moses and cursed him.   
Exodus 5:21  21 They said to them, "May the LORD look upon you and judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh's sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us."

When Moses had tried to deliver them an gotten only grief, he turned to the Lord and  complained that the Lord had not delivered the people.  God was waiting for Moses to try to deliver the people.  He was waiting for the people to see that they were enslaved.  They needed a deliverer and that it was not going to be Moses.  In fact, it was not going to be any man.  

Exodus 6:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them out of his land."
God quotes the prophet Haggai in verse 26 to drive home His point:  The arm of man is frail.  The power of men is meager.  Men cannot deliver themselves out of Egypt and they will not deliver themselves from sin.  
Here is the setting in which Haggai spoke: After Israel had lived in the land for 490 years she managed to forget her God. She did not forget her religion, but she totally forgot her God.  Now I want to ask you this:  Just how much do you love Jesus?  Why do you come to meetings?  Why do you take communion?  Has your love for your Savior become a life style...an inventory of things to do at certain times of the week or day?   
Israel had forgotten to Love God and trusted in her own strength.  So God sent Nebuchadnezzar to enslave them once again.  After 70 years He brought them back into the land and spoke to them again.  He reminded them of how He had shaken the earth on Mount Sinai when He gave them the law and showed them that they were separated from Him. Listen to Haggai.  God adds a promise that is directly for you this morning.  Really this is not a stretch.  Listen to the promise. 
Haggai 2:5-9   5 'As for the promise which I made you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!'  6 "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.  7 'I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD of hosts.  8 'The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,' declares the LORD of hosts.  9 'The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,' says the LORD of hosts, 'and in this place I will give peace,' declares the LORD of hosts."
Verse 27 tells us what Haggai means.  God the Holy Spirit tells us what He was saying when He spoke to Haggai.  He explains that this next “shaking” of the earth and the heavens is intended to remove all the temporal things men and women trust in and leave only the eternal.  
Hebrews 12:27  27 This expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

If you can name it, describe it, count it, see it, buy it, save it, invest it, sell it or touch it; it will be shaken [removed from existence.]  The reason for this is simple and yet profound.  God wants you to love Him and not the things He made.  You can be the most perfectly behaved Christian in the world and God would still want you to love Him.
He has never ever been impressed with anything any man has ever done for Him.  He made us to love Him.  
Acts 17:24-27  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

But, sadly, men prefer doing things.  Religion, Morality, Charity.  God does not desire any of these.  He desires your heart. When God [Jesus] Himself was asked what the greatest commandment, He said,: 
Mark 12:30  30 … YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'
Now what is your personal verdict?  Is Christ Jesus the love of your life. Do you look for reasons to tell Him how worthy He is?  When I first fell in love with my wife I started looking for her everywhere.  I wanted to be with her.  I would never have settled for a lecture describing her.  I wanted to be with her. I wanted to be in her presence.  Jesus is calling you back to this kind of relationship with Him today.  Do not beg off!
These verses remind us that the day is coming when this decision will be taken out of our hands.  God will shake down all the things men trust in and leave only the Savior.  Why would you wait until then to return to Jesus when you can do it now.    “Lord, I am so very grieved that in the midst of all my activities I forgot to love you.”  
Always make gratitude your defining character quality  [28a]
Hebrews 12:28   28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude,
Gratitude is the first casualty of forgetting your Savior.  Once we start preaching about what we are supposed to do and quit preaching about who we are to love, we quickly become ungrateful.  Follow my reasoning here for a moment:
Why should anyone be grateful for a ledger of demands that they cannot meet?  Were the children of Israel at the foot of the mountain grateful for anything they heard?  No they even refused to listen to God and asked Moses to speak to them instead.   Why would anyone ever be grateful for a list of your failures that reminds you that you are a liar and coveter.  It condemns you for not honoring your parents and for taking the Lord’s name in vain.  How would anyone be grateful for that?  
When men preach mere morality it strangles the life out of our gratitude for God.  Morality preaching is preaching that anyone can agree with. A cultist or even a Moslem will agree with moralizing. It sounds something like this:  “Be good because it is good to be good.  God is good.  Daniel was good. Moses was good… and you should be good to… so… ‘Be Good!”  Who would not agree with that.  But, we are not good.  Jesus told the rich young ruler, 
Mark 10:18 "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.  

Romans 3:23-24  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If your think you are good you will never be grateful to God for anything.  What did He ever do for you?  Is your Christianity just one more “good” thing that you have added to your resume?  Jesus said that He came to call sinners to repentance.  Paul said, 
1 Timothy 1:15-17  15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.  17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Do you see how the outpouring of gratitude follows the acknowledgment of our own hopeless condition?  Here it is again in Ephesians.  After Paul has spoken of how we were spiritually dead in our trespasses and sins and unable to respond to God. In our darkest hour, in His mercy, God acted alone to  make us alive.  So Paul says, 
Ephesians 3:14-21  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

One last example will lead us into our final point.  God has spoken of the spiritually hopeless state of all men throughout all of Romans.  As He comes to the end of chapter eleven he says:
Romans 11:32-36  32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
We have learned in these chapters that Faith is what God does for you and not what you do for God.  Having more faith does not mean that you perform better as a Christian.  It means that you trust God more in every circumstance of your life.  More faith means more dependence on God not more busy work for God.  
So what is the final point of faith?  What one thing does true saving faith produce?  It produces worship.  Growing in faith means that we see every single aspect of our life as dependent on Him.  Our health and finances.  Our marriage and our job.  Our trust and our devotion.  Dependent men and women are grateful men and women and they offer worship that God accepts. 
Always Worship Christ Acceptably  [27b]
Hebrews 12:28   28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;

I want to teach you what worship is this morning.  It does not start when we begin to sing and it does not end when we get in the car to go home.  When you see in Scripture that Jesus has done everything for your salvation and now does everything for your daily life, you will worship everyday and at any hour. Worship is tragically misunderstood in our day.  I want you to look carefully at verse 28 with me.

This verse says that because we are receiving everything from Christ we shall have gratitude to God and by this gratitude we give acceptable service to God.  
Service is a word used to describe what the priest did when he stood at the altar and offered praise and worship to God.  It has nothing whatsoever to do with doing tasks around the church.  It is worship in its purest and simplest form. 
When you tell me how Christ delivered you from fear and we both rejoice over His Sovereign Mercy we have worshipped together.  When Christ answers your prayer for a loved one or a dear brother and you thank Him and praise His kindness, you have worshipped alone.  When we experience the work of the Holy Spirit in our service as He reveals the beauty and power of our Savior, we have worshipped.  When you lie on a bed of affliction and trust yourself to the love of the one who died on the cross for you, you worship.  The same word for worship appears in Romans 12:1  

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

As I mentioned a moment ago, Paul had been reflecting upon the hopeless condition of our souls and the infinite mercy of God toward us when he simply could not contain His gratitude to God.  He slips effortlessly into worship.  
To such a God of mercy and love I will gladly give everything I possess.  My most precious treasure is now yours, O Christ my redeemer.  It is what I have to offer.  At your altar I can bring nothing you need, only something you desire.  How unspeakable and incomprehensible is the simple truth: that your should desire my love.   I therefore will love you Lord and I will speak in my heart and with my mouth of your surpassing mercy and kindness.  
CONCLUSION

How dependent upon Christ are you?  How long can you go without giving Him much thought?  Have you remembered your religion, but forgot your Savior?  
God is calling us to Christ.  I am calling you to the foot of His Cross.  The race is not to the strong and independent it is to the weak and dependent.  The race is your life.  Christ is perfecting you for His Glory.  He is unperturbed by your failures.  He knew them before He ever died for you.  His commitment to you never falters. He is training His child.  He will make you strong.  He will show you mercy and you will respond to Him in grateful worship.  Let’s finish this chapter the way we began it…by… 
Hebrews 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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