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Introduction:

When I was in college in Oregon several of us got the idea to go home for Thanksgiving.  After all it was only 500 miles away and we had Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday off. Three of us actually lived in Santa Rosa.  Ginny came with me for the holiday celebration.  We decided that if we left on Wednesday after class then we would have nearly the entire weekend at HOME.  

As it turned out, we spent the entire night driving through fog and rain.  We were driving a 65 Rambler that actually burned 6 quarts of oil on that 500 mile trip. I remember that almost everyone fell asleep except me…so I drove.  When I was not peering painfully through the foggy night I was watching the oil pressure gauge to see when I had to stop for more oil. We arrived in Santa Rosa toward first light.  I have remembered that trip from time to time over the years and I don’t recall ever regretting that decision or the struggle that accompanied it.  If you were to ask me now or even at the time,  why I did it, I would have said…simply…I was going home.  
Now I only spent 4 years of my life in Santa Rosa, California.  I did not really “grow up” there.  During that four years my parents lived in five different houses.  I am telling you this for an important reason.  I was going to where my Mom and Dad were.  Not to a place or a house or a destination.  I was coming home.
Now this is precisely why we are to strengthen one another in the struggles of this life… because we have already come home. Last week we saw the ways that we are to help one another in our race.  We are to help each other when we grow discouraged and weary in life.  We are to point one another to Jesus alone and not zigzag along the track of life.  We are to seek peace with men and holiness before God and we are to live by grace and not by works.  When we seek to perfect ourselves through works we are “falling short” of the grace of God. 
We were reminded that this race is “our life.”  It is the life you are living right now and have been living all along.  God chooses to call it by the word we get “agony” from.  That word means “struggle.”  
Our text this morning encourages us to keep fully engaged with Christ and your brothers and sisters in the Lord because of where you are and not where you are going..  God is going to give us five reasons not to grow weary in this life.  Important and even thrilling motivations to stay on task.  We are not going through this life for no reason.  Our circumstances are not random.  God is not distant or disinterested and He is not angry with you for your failures. He is working to perfect you and the blessing discussed in these verses are a present reality.  Let’s read the text together. 
Hebrews 12:18-24  18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,  19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them.  20 For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED."  21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling."  22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.

Now let’s look at the five reasons. You should not grow weary in your Spiritual Life because you have  

· Not come to a place of judgment and fear. [18-21]

· Come to the home of the Living God and His Angels [22]

· Come to the home of the Church of Jesus [23]

· Come to the home of the Old Testament Believers [23b]

· Come to the home of Jesus who bought you [24]
You have not come to a place of judgment and fear. [18-21]

Hebrews 12:18-21  18 For you have not come [perfect indicative] to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,  19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them.  20 For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED."  21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling."
Before we dive fully into this passage I need to say a word about the tense of the verb used translated “you have come” in verses 18 and 22.  It is, in Greek a tense which speaks of a past action but not just any past action.  “It describes an event that, completed in the past, has results existing in the present time.”  Wallace   
Do  you remember my “coming home” story.  Well, I actually did stay there after I arrived, but I only arrived once. God’s Word is telling us something vital.  If you do not understand this then you will spend your life longing for death and heaven.  You will see everything here as pointless or worse, only for some sort of base human pleasure or sadistic suffering.  Countless Christians have told me that they long for death so that they can be released from the struggle of this life.  God instead counsels us to live.  
Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live
“You have come” speaks not so much of the action of the past as the present state of affairs resulting from that past action”  Zerwick.  

The Bible here uses a passage right out of the Book of Exodus:
Exodus 19:16-21   16 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.  19 When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.  20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  21 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go down, warn the people, so that they do not break through to the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.
This event was the prelude to the giving of the Law of Moses.  As soon as the people were gathered at the foot of the mountain and warned repeatedly about the inapproachability of God, they were given the Law.  YOU HAVE NOT COME HERE!
Now I want to say something really important here.  The Law did not change a single thing about the relationship between men and God.  After God was finished revealing Himself, the people were still just as far away as they had ever been. Notice the response of the people. 
Exodus 20:18-19  18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.  19 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die."
They now knew, perhaps for the first time, that they were totally and definitively separated from God.  When Moses approaches God again, God makes a provision for the separation that exists between Himself and mankind.   

Exodus 20:24   24 'You shall make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where I cause My name to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.
The Law was not given to justify men.  
It was given to show them that they needed to be justified.

We know this statement is true because of the New Testament.  

Romans 3:20  by the works of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:28   28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the law
Galatians 2:16   16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law since by the works of the law no flesh will be justified.

Tragically there are many Christians who are trying to please God by means of good works.  They have been presented with a God who is still actively looking to find fault with them even though God has said;  
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11  9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Men and women will swing one of two ways when they do not have a Biblical understanding of God. 

Many think that because He is an omnipotent God, nothing escapes His notice and as a perfect God, nothing they ever do will please Him.  He is the consummate perfectionist of the universe.  We will never measure up.  People in this category stay away from God…as far as they can get.  This includes, not reading the Bible, not listening to preaching and not being around those who constantly remind them of their sin, failure and hopeless condition. 
On the other hand,  some men think that they have in fact, “measured up,” and found a way to escape the ongoing wrath of God for their sin and failures.  They do this with the religion they have created for themselves and make no mistake about it…Bible Believing Christians can do this just as certainly as anyone else. Here are a few things that men create to deal with the God of the “Mountain:”
· You have to be baptized and keep the other sacraments.  If you do everything God demands He might let you into heaven.  But He still may not because you might have left one tiny thing undone that you did not even know about. 
But, I want you to notice this:  After God revealed their true condition to them He graciously agreed to accept something else as payment for their sin.  God revealed their sin and then said someone else could pay for it because they could not.  Those sacrifices looked forward to the Cross.  There God would offer His own Son as the ultimate and definitive sacrifice for the sins of men.   

Acts 4:12   12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

1 Timothy 2:5   5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

· You have to eat and drink certain things and not others.  God will take into account what you eat and drink or what you abstain from.  
Matthew 15:17-18   17 "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?  18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.

· Things that men do prove their relationship with God.  This is closely related to the previous point.  No Christian would …”_____”…you fill in the blank!   Now let me be very specific here.  Bible believing Christians love to fill in this blank ourselves.  We do it in a variety of ways, but we fill it in nevertheless.  
In Paul’s day they had many of the same issues.  Let me show you.  

Romans 14:1-6  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  2 One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.  4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  5 One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.  6 He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.
· The Bible says that the spiritually strong man eats all things while the weak limits His food to vegetables.  This is not about health.  It is about feeling morally and spiritually superior.  It is about believing that God is more pleased when we abstain from things and do without things. [vs. 3]

· God considers us to be meddling where we don’t belong when we speak with contempt against a brother who eats or drinks something we chose not to eat or drink or the other way around.  [4a]

· God goes onto say that He is able to make even the person we do personally not approve of  to stand. [4b]
· The same is true of days of the week and times to worship.  God considers them all equal in His sight.
Now,  this is precisely how men “miss the grace of God.”  Why did God reveal Himself the way He did to Israel at the foot of Mount Sinai?  Because, they, as well as you and I, need to see our hopelessly fallen condition before God and the great offence of our sin.  But even more splendidly is that it shows His Grace, Kindness and Tender Mercy toward us fallen sinners. When the people despaired over His holiness He said they could bring an animal to take their place.  In the same way Christ bore your sins in His own body on the Cross.  This is why God pleads with us to have the same love for our struggling brothers as Christ has for us:    
1 Thessalonians 5:14  14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

Well, If we have not come to this what have we come to?

You have come to the home of the Living God and His Angels [22]

Hebrews 12:22  22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,
Mount Zion is the highest place in the city of Jerusalem.  It is the place of the temple where God made His dwelling with men.  It is probably the same place as Mount Moriah where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac.    It ultimately came to mean the “dwelling place of God.”   Both in this verse and in Revelation fourteen we realize that Mount Zion has been transferred to Heaven.  
Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Verse twenty-two speaks of Mount Zion as the “City of the Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.”  The grammar does not make this two different places, but two different ways of referring to the same place.  Instead of the physical Mountain ; The one “charged with the holiness of God” that blocks our way to Him,  We have come to the mountain where God received the sacrifices for your sins.
This same verb translated “have come” is also the word that we get “proselyte” from. If you have been converted to Christ you have not come to the foot of  the mountain of judgment, but the mountain of Grace.   
You have come to the home of the Church of Jesus [23]

Hebrews 12:23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,

When you turn to Christ you became part of something bigger than you ever imagined.  We are accustomed to only being apart of our little church, but God says NO.  This is only a small part of the picture.  God wants you to know that you are part of the redeemed.  You belong to the church Peter, James and Paul belonged to.  It is the church of Aquilla and Pricilla, Timothy and Aristarchus, Mark and Luke. It is all who have ever believed in Christ from Peter’s  first  Sermon to the Archangel’s final shout. 
You have come to the home of the Old Testament Believers [23b]

Hebrews 12:23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,

Like many people you may have wondered about those Old Testament saints that died without ever having heard of, much less seen, Jesus Christ.  Were they saved by keeping the Law?  God Forbid that we should entertain such a thought.  A great number lived before God even gave the Law to Moses on that mountain.  They were always saved because they believed the true God and trusted Him alone for their spiritual lives. They are at home now in heaven.  They are assembled in the same place and are made complete by the same Jesus that made us whole.  Jesus Alone is the redeemer who brings all men to the place of completeness before God.  
Hebrews 11:39-40  39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,  40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.

The Old Testament believers will be made complete with the church.  In other words my friends, we have been converted to become part of all the redeemed of all time.  This does not mean that the Church has become Israel.  God still intends to fulfill His promises to Israel by giving her a kingdom with Her King Jesus reigning in it.  The Church will rejoice over that also. 
What it does mean, is that God, will finally bring all the redeemed together as His Bride.  Both Israel and the Church belong to Christ this way.  
Concerning Israel:  Isaiah 62:5-6   5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your sons will marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over you.  6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all night they will never keep silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves;

Concerning the Church: 2 Corinthians 11:1-3  I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me.  2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
You are part of the biggest thing that has ever happen in creation. That great day of its consummation is found in Revelation.  The Bride will appear on that day, consisting of Old and New.  Every redeemed person from the dawn of time. This is how John described it:   
Revelation 19:6-9  6 …I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."

You have come to the home of Jesus who bought you [24]  
Hebrews 12:24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
You are invited.  If you have stood away from God because you only know the God of the Mountain then you are invited to the marriage of the Lamb.  Jesus took every one of your sins at the Cross.  His blood was poured out for you.  He then rose from the dead and clothed you in His righteousness.  Stop trying to cloth yourself.  I am saying this to believers as well as unbelievers.  Christ’s righteousness is enough for you and it is enough for your brother.  
Wearing that righteousness and nothing else,  you are invited to the Marriage supper of the Lamb.  You, of all people, will take your place with the Groom who bought you outright at the Cross.  Jesus told a parable to illustrate this day.  
Matthew 22:1-13  Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying,  2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.  3 "And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come.  4 "Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell those who have been invited, "Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast."'  5 "But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business,  6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them.  7 "But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire.  8 "Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.  9 'Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.'  10 "Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.  11 "But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed in wedding clothes,  12 and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?' And the man was speechless.  13 "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
CONCLUSION

You and I will only get to that wedding table by means of what Jesus Christ did for us.  Cease striving in your own self righteousness!  If you are trying to perfect yourself now that you have come to Christ…stop it!  We get into the marriage supper wearing the clothing purchased for us by the Groom.  It will be His righteousness that “fits us” for the feast.  

· Spend your energy seeking to know the mind of Christ found in the Bible.  He will transform you by the “renewing of your mind.”  Search the Scriptures to find Jesus revealed.
· Confess today that Jesus is sufficient for every need you have on earth as well as Eternity. We need no righteousness that He does not provide us.  Don’t come to the wedding in your “work clothes.” 
· Worship the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Now we come to this table here on Earth.  We call it “Communion.”  I like to call it the “Lord’s Table.”  It is designed to remind us of most of the things we have discussed today.  Like the Table in Heaven this one is the Lord’s.  In Heaven we will celebrate our marriage.  Here we remember our Savior and Worship at His feet.  It is not to obtain righteousness of any kind whatsoever that we come to this table.  We come simply to be in the presence of Jesus.  
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