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Introduction:

We have spent several weeks in this chapter of Hebrews.  You may have noticed that all the people we have talked about and studied lived in the Old Testament.  It is sometime difficult to see how those who had never seen Jesus or imagined the cross share a common faith with those living after Christ.  Were these folk really like us?  Is their faith really an example or lesson for us today.  
Perhaps you have always thought that the Old Testament people were saved by keeping the law or by doing great exploits for God.  We are often taught to emulate their actions.  Be courageous for God. Don’t fear men.  Be a “Daniel.”  But,  Hebrews eleven teaches us to copy their faith not their actions.  Few of us will ever face the things mentioned here.  Some of us will face things every bit as daunting.  Have you ever wondered how the Old Testament and the New meet in the Bible?  That is the question we will answer this morning.  How exactly has “faith” always been the same with God. 
These closing verses of chapter eleven give some rapid fire examples of lesser figures in the Old Testament.  Although they are not nearly as famous as their “big name” counterparts they illustrate the exact same faith.  They are included here so that we can see that all faith is the same.  The faith of Abraham is the same as Rahab’s.  Ultimately we will see it is the same as yours and mine. 
The Scripture is making this point: None of these men or women are the hero’s of their stories.  They just believed God and experienced first hand His greatness, power and care in their lives.  Neither does God require you to be a hero or to perform heroic feats.  He will fight for you as surely as He did for Moses.  God is pleased by our unwavering trust in His character and promises.  God has promised to care for His Children,  You are His children because you have come to Christ.  Therefore…God will care for you. 
These ten verses will illustrate the following truth for you; 

“FAITH IS ABOUT WHAT GOD WILL DO FOR YOU AND NOT 
WHAT YOU WILL DO FOR HIM!”
We will see six things that God does for men.  These are things God will do for you.  That, in fact is the entire purpose of this chapter.  To explain to you what faith is and how it works in your daily life.  In Verses 30-40 we will see that: 
· God Destroyed Jericho [30]

· God delivered Rahab [31]

· God did the mighty deeds of Scripture [32-35a]

· God strengthened others to face suffering [35b-38]

· God approved their trust in Him [39]

· God, in Christ, completes all men who have ever believed in Him [40]
GOD Destroyed Jericho [30]

Hebrews 11:30  30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.

Let’s look at the Old Testament account to see how faith entered into this amazing event.  Let me just say at the outset that Joshua did not use faith to knock down the walls of Jericho.  Joshua had nothing to do with the destruction of Jericho.  In fact,  and this is noteworthy, Joshua’s name does not even appear in this account.  Here it is from Joshua:
· God Gives Joshua a Promise:

Joshua 6:1-2  Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the sons of Israel; no one went out and no one came in.  2 The LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the valiant warriors.
· God then Gives Joshua a Plan…GOD’S PLAN

Joshua 6:3-5  3 "You shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall do so for six days.  4 "Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.  5 "It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead."
· Joshua and apparently Israel believe and trusted God. 

Joshua 6:15-16  15 Then on the seventh day they rose early at the dawning of the day and marched around the city in the same manner seven times; only on that day they marched around the city seven times.  16 At the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city.
In the song version and often the Sunday School version, Joshua is the hero of this story.  In the Bible version…God is the Hero and Joshua gained God’s approval because He believed and trusted God. 

GOD delivered Rahab [31]

Hebrews 11:31   31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.

· This is a regular person [even a sinner] who came to believe in the LORD God.  Yahweh Elohim. Listen to her confession of faith as she gives it to the spies:   

Joshua 2:8-11  8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof,  9 and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you.  10 "For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  11 "When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

· She knew her only hope was in the One True God of Heaven and Earth. 
Joshua 2:12-13  12 "Now therefore, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father's household, and give me a pledge of truth,  13 and spare my father and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, with all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death."

· This is exactly where your one hope of salvation rests as well.  

1 Timothy 2:3-6  3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

God is the hero of this story.  Not the spies, not the army of Israel and not Rahab. In the Biblical version, God alone saved Rahab.  Now notice how the Scripture makes a point of where Rahab lived. 
Joshua 2:15  15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall, so that she was living on the wall.

Do you remember what happened to the wall when Jericho was destroyed?  Of course, that is the most famous part of the story.  This woman and her family were living right on this wall.  This is not uncommon.  I myself have seen many homes built right into the city wall while living in Italy. 

So the wall fell down…all accept Rahab’s house which was under the protection of the God in whom she believed.  Rahab believed that the Lord of Heaven and Earth was able to save her and she asked to be saved. 
Joshua 6:20-22  20 So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight ahead, and they took the city.  21 They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.  22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, "Go into the harlot's house and bring the woman and all she has out of there, as you have sworn to her."
GOD did the mighty deeds of Scripture [32-35a]

Hebrews 11:32-35  32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,  33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,  34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; 
Time does not permit us to look at every story, but we will look at one. 
· Gideon was an oppressed and afraid man.  These are exactly the kind of men God likes to use.  If you are afraid of life then God delights to show Himself strong to you.  Only trust Him alone.  Notice when we first meet Gideon. 
Judges 6:11-13  11 Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from the Midianites.  12 The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, "The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior."  13 Then Gideon said to him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian."
· God spoke a promise to him.  

Judges 6:16  16 But the LORD said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man."

· Gideon did not disbelieve it but he certainly was beaten down to the point that he had trouble believing it.
Judges 6:39-40  39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not let Your anger burn against me that I may speak once more; please let me make a test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground."  40 God did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and dew was on all the ground.
· God repeated his promise and this time Gideon was able to act.   

Judges 7:9  9 Now the same night it came about that the LORD said to him, "Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hands.
God was the hero of this story.  Gideon was the man who believe Him.  By “Faith” Gideon finally trusted God to do exactly what God said He wanted to do.  
GOD strengthened others to face suffering [35b-38]

Hebrews 11:35-38  and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection;  36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.  37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated  38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.
Those who have died and suffered for Christ down through the ages have had a tremendous impact upon the world. The Prophets were not held in high esteem.  They were considered traitors because they warned of the judgment of God on Israel because of her unbelief toward God.  Jeremiah was just one of many.  He preached for decades and received only abuse and hatred in return.  His crime?…He believed and trusted God.  
Jeremiah 37:15-16  15 Then the officials were angry at Jeremiah and beat him, and they put him in jail in the house of Jonathan the scribe, which they had made into the prison.  16 For Jeremiah had come into the dungeon, that is, the vaulted cell; and Jeremiah stayed there many days.

What God told Jeremiah to say was difficult to hear let alone say but because of his trust in God he said it anyway.  
Jeremiah 38:1-3  Jeremiah was speaking to all the people, saying,  2 "Thus says the LORD, 'He who stays in this city will die by the sword and by famine and by pestilence, but he who goes out to the Chaldeans will live and have his own life as booty and stay alive.'  3 "Thus says the LORD, 'This city will certainly be given into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon and he will capture it.'"

This was actually the way that God planned to preserve Israel in her judgment.  Those who went into captivity survived and all who stayed to fight were killed.  God sent His prophet to call for faith but the people responded with distrust and disbelief. 

Jeremiah 38:6  6 Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cistern of Malchijah the king's son, which was in the court of the guardhouse; and they let Jeremiah down with ropes. Now in the cistern there was no water but only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud.
Again,  God is the center of this story and not men.  He is working to purify Israel and preserve her even in her sin.  Those who suffered like Jeremiah were merely trusting and believing God to do exactly what He said He would do. 

GOD approved of their trust in Him. [39]

Hebrews 11:39   39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,
Now, toward the end of this chapter, God restates the basis on which men are approved by Him.  It is not through actions done, but through their trust in Him.  They believed God rather than just “Believe in God.”  These are two vastly different things. 
Many people will acknowledge that they “believe in god.”  By this they simply mean that they have a notion or an inclination to think there is a God. Such mental assent is not true faith and will never satisfy God.   If I ask, “do you know anything about God. Do you know that He has provided one way only of Salvation for all mankind?”…then your response would be measurably different.  Now I am asking if you believe God.  Do you believe Him and trust Him so as to do or at least try to do the things He says?  
When a person says he “believe in God” but does not believe the things God says, he demonstrates that he does not have any kind of faith that God will accept for his or her eternal salvation. 
As we have seen repeatedly in Hebrews eleven,  faith considers God able and trustworthy in all His promises and does not demand any proof that what He promises He will do.  All who possess saving faith believe God this way.  They believe that Christ bore their sins in His own body on the Cross. His sinless sacrifice made us “White as snow.”
Sing “White as Snow”   Call the men up while singing
Jesus wanted us to never forget this.  After being a Christian for awhile we do communion as if it were just a monthly activity to get through.  Jesus never wanted us to come to His table.  He wanted us to remember Him. Christ wanted to be with His disciples.  Don’t come to the table to eat or to perform a rite.  Come to be with Jesus. Listen to how He said it to the disciples. 

Luke 22:14-16  14 When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.  15 And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  16 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 

GOD, in Christ, completes all men who have ever believed Him [40]
Hebrews 11:40  40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.
This verse says that God looked forward to the full provision that He intended to make for us.  This is Christ on the Cross.  It is your Savior.  All of the Old Testament is aimed at the Cross.  All the promises of God have lead to the cross.  Men did not always know that and did not understand everything God would do there.  How then can we make this claim:  “The men of Old were saved exactly in the same way as we!”  
Because, they believed and trusted their Lord.  They always believed that God alone would deliver them and not their own righteousness and deeds.  They did not always know how.  
Abraham did not know how God was going to bless all nations through his descendent, but he believed God when He said He would. 

Jacob did not know how God was going to bring Israel back into the land when they were in Egypt, but he believed God when He said He would….and on it goes. 
The faith of the saints of old is made perfect at the cross.  How much more is yours and mine.  

Serve the Bread
CONCLUSION

“FAITH IS ABOUT WHAT GOD WILL DO FOR YOU AND NOT 
WHAT YOU WILL DO FOR HIM!”

The faith that pleased God in Abraham, Moses and Gideon is still exactly the same faith.  It is faith in God and total trust in Him.  It does not require proof.  Having it will cause you to obey and follow God because you believe Him when He says He is everything there is and your only hope in this life and the life to come is through Him.   
· Is God the Sovereign ruler of the universe?  He says He is! 
Jeremiah 32:17 "Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.
· Is He also so full of compassion and love that Christ Jesus laid down His life for me at the Cross.  
John 10:15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and I lay down my life for the sheep.
John 10:17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-- only to take it up again.
· I will therefore trust Him with my daily and physical life.  I refuse to believe that God would ever harm me or abandon me.  He has said that He would not and I affirm that God cannot lie. 
Hebrews 13:5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."
The faith of the Bible…The Faith that pleases God puts its focus squarely on Christ Jesus and not on men.  
· It is not about who you are to God…It is about who God is to you.  
· It is not about what you will do for God…It is about what God will do for you. 

It is not about you at all! When you realize this you enter into the faith life.  It is the one where God becomes the focus of your heart.  Men and women of Faith believe that God alone has saved them and will sustain them because He said He would and not on the basis of their own good works or merit.  
This is the same faith you use to live your daily life. Never ever let a day go by without thanking God for your Savior. Believe what God says about men and the world.  Let your life revolve around your Savior.  

Colossians 2:6-8   6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
Serve the Cup…and say:
This is why we eat the bread and drink the cup this way.  We are reminding ourselves and declaring to all who will listen that Jesus is the all sufficient Savior of the world. 
Jesus has made every provision for you to be with Him in Eternity.  He did that at the Cross and what we do here today is intended to remind us of His love for us.  The cup was the seal of His promise to you.  He poured it out so that you might have eternal life in His presence.  He came for you.  He is coming again for you.  For now we will remember Him until He comes again. 
Luke 22:20  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

Sing “Lamb of God”
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