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Hebrews 11:23-29   23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,  26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.  28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.  29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.
Introduction:

Have you ever wondered where some people get the courage and the desire to choose sacrifice or hardship when they could have chosen the opposite?  Have you ever wished for more faith?  If only I could always chose the virtuous course? 

Our passage this morning speaks of Moses and the many things that are recorded about his life in the Scripture.  We want to take four of them to consider this morning as we continue our quest to understand the true nature of Faith as God describes it for us in this chapter of His Bible. 

· Faith Chooses the Fear of God over the Fear of Men

· Faith Chooses God over Comfort

· Faith Chooses  God over Circumstance
· Faith Chooses God over fear 

Faith Chooses the Fear of God over the Fear of Men

Hebrews 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict.

Are we always to chose God over man, but what does that mean in our daily life?  Let’s read two other passages in the New Testament.  One written by Paul who was always in trouble with the authorities and the other,  Peter who did not fare much better.  This is what they have to say:
Romans 13:1-3  Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;
1 Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.
Clearly these two are telling us to obey our authorities.  Paul goes so far as to say that God has instituted these authorities. So…is the Bible suggesting here that “by faith” Jocabed and Amram disobeyed the authorities that were over them?  This is an extraordinary example of two parents who were asked to kill their newborn son.  His crime?  He was a son.  On what basis then, are men to chose to disobey the authorities that are over them?  Is there a definitive way to decide cases like this?  For two centuries or more most Americans have not been asked to make such decisions.  Our government has been by and large “godly” in its laws and demands.  I am sure that all of us sitting here can think of laws we do not like and wish we could repeal or ignore, but does such dislike give license to disobey? Men have argued about this for centuries.  During The Revolutionary War there was a great debate over this very issue.  “Should men defy the King and seek their independence?”  

Jesus Himself was dragged into this dispute while He was on Earth.  Using two issues [taxes and separation of church and state] that are still alive today, His opponents sought to trap Him by asking a question to which they were certain He could not give a crowd pleasing answer. Turn in your Bibles to:

Luke 20:20-26  20 So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they might catch Him in some statement, so that they could deliver Him to the rule and the authority of the governor.  21 They questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, we know that You speak and teach correctly, and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth.  22 "Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  23 But He detected their trickery and said to them,  24 "Show Me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?" They said, "Caesar's."  25 And He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."  26 And they were unable to catch Him in a saying in the presence of the people; and being amazed at His answer, they became silent. 
Jesus knew that the people hated to pay taxes…who doesn’t.  He also knew that there were those in authority who love the people to pay taxes.  What Jesus does here is not an evasion of the question.  He gives the true answer and it is still valid today.  Take a look with me at the words here. 
“Whose likeness and inscription does it have.”  The word “likeness” is the word image.  It is this “image” that Jesus refers to when He says “render”  meaning “give up,” “give back,” “restore” to Caesar what has his image on it.  This is not talking about money that you give to the government and other money that you give to God.  There is no money with the image of God stamped on it.   Jesus said, Give to Caesar what has his image on it and give to God what has his image on it.  My friend,  there is only one thing in this world that has the “image of God” on it and that is you and your children.  You can give the government what it demands and even should.  But let me ask you this” “Have you given to God what has His image stamped on it?”   Jesus taught that both should be delivered just as freely by His disciples. 
Perhaps one more example might help us understand this verse fully.  

Acts 4:18-20  18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;  20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."

The Apostles had every reason to fear these people.  They are the exact same people that murdered Jesus, 
The Faith of Moses’ parents was that they trusted God even when those in authority opposed Him.  The rest of the time they were willing to obey.  This is the biblical model.  God pleasing faith will trust Him even when men oppose what God has clearly commanded.  A parent cannot kill their own child nor can they willingly allow someone else to.  They are image bearers of God and we have been given the charge to care for and protect them.  
Faith Chooses God over Comfort [24-26]
Hebrews 11:24-26  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,  26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.

This is not virtuous in itself.  Perhaps you have been told or just assumed that God is somehow more pleased with us when we deny ourselves comforts and pleasures in this life.  This course, however, only appears spiritual according to the Bible. 
Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Handle taste and touch all refer to temporal things on this earth.  And in this context often describe legitimate joys of this life that God has given to men.  
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26  24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I have seen that it is from the hand of God.  25 For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?  26 For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge and joy,

According to the Scripture in Colossians 2 the act of denying comfort and choosing hardship have no merit in and of themselves to restrain our evil inclinations.  The lives that were lived within ancient monasteries should be ample testimony to that.

When Moses made these choices he was actually choosing to believe God.  God has been telling Israel for centuries that He is their God and their future lies with Him.  He will deliver them.  He will bring them into the land.  He will preserve them in Crisis.  No such promise was ever extended to the house of Egypt.  Moses simply believed God instead..  

Did you know that Pharaoh’s daughter’s son might have been in line for the throne of Egypt?  This is not to mention the prestige, power and pride that would come with such a position in the family of Pharaoh.  
So how do I know that Moses’ choice was not “in itself” meritorious?....Because Joseph was in a very similar position and enjoyed all the power and comfort of Egypt’s rulers and God did not in any way condemn it.  Moses simply chose between believing God or not.  For him it was an easy choice even though it cost him the comforts and pleasures of Egypt.  Moses was another in the long line of men who believed everything God said because they trusted Him entirely. 
Hebrews 11:27  27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.

The Bible tells us here that Moses left Egypt “not fearing the wrath of the king.”   But if we have read the story in Exodus we know that Moses was afraid.  

Exodus 2:14  14 But he said, "Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid and said, "Surely the matter has become known."
This is a perfect example of how the New Testament explains or sheds light on the old.  Moses’ first instinct was fear.  And yes he was afraid but that is not why he left Egypt.  He left Egypt [The Scripture Says] because he believed God.  He endured because he traded the “visible gods” of Egypt for the “Invisible God” of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Faith Chooses  God over Circumstance  [28]
Hebrews 11:28  28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.
The Passover was the tenth and most devastating of the plagues.  Moses is a man of faith…and he fears God more than men.  He therefore keeps the Passover with precision because He believed God when He told him what He purposed to do. Moses was now smack in the middle of what Jacob and Joseph believed would happen but never saw.   Moses was totally trusting in God to keep His Word and God said that this simple act of substitution would save everyone who placed himself under the “blood of the Lamb.” 
Exodus 12:1-6  Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,  2 "This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you.  3 "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each household.  4 'Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb.  5 'Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  6 'You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight.
This is probably the most delightful shadow of the Cross in the Old Testament. 

The Lamb is chosen on the 10th day of the first month.   On that same day Jesus presented Himself to Jerusalem as their Messiah  [Palm Sunday]
The Lamb was slain toward evening [by custom at about 3 PM] on the 14th day.  Jesus died on the Cross on that day and at that hour.  

The blood of the lamb that Moses trusted is now a reality in Christ. 

Faith Chooses God over fear  [29]
Hebrews 11:29   29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.
Look back in your Bible to the story of the Red Sea crossing. 
Exodus 14:10-18  10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD.  11 Then they said to Moses, "Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt?  12 "Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians '? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."  13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever.  14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent."  15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.  16 "As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.  17 "As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.  18 "Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen."
In verses 13 and 14 we find Moses’ affirmation of faith.  He knew perfectly well that God would deliver them because he trusted God and God had said that He would bring Israel back into the land.  God only told Moses what He was going to do after Moses spoke to Israel.  
It was not going through the Red Sea that pleased God…it was the fact that He trusted God alone to save them. 

CONCLUSION

Moses was the greatest prophet until Jesus Himself appeared Jesus and made similar choices of faith.  
· Jesus also chose not to fear men.  Instead His heart was steadfast on what the Father said. 
Matthew 16:20-21  20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ.  21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.

· He chose to leave the glory of Heaven in order to do the Father’s will.  

Philippians 2:5-8  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

· He chose to become the reality of the Passover so that you might be fully and forever delivered from your sins. 
1 Corinthians 5:7  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

The Faith of Moses and the Faith of your Savior are very very similar.  And we know that Moses was an imperfect man.  He just with God’s help believed God and looked forward entirely to what God would do for him and give him.  It was not what He did that made Him great.  He was great because he always believed what God said He would do.  
Jesus set an example of faith.  How did He do it?  The Scripture says He became a real man and endured real temptations.  He did it by trusting Himself to the Father’s care…and that my friend is how we are to do it.  
Hebrews 12:1-3  let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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