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Introduction:

Consider these two situations: 
Situation A: You meet a man on the street who asks you to sign over your home and personal property to him.  After the transaction is complete he will then give you something of much greater value.  Would you be inclined to do it?
Situation B:  Your dearest friend…a person who has never done you any wrong and has actually made many personal sacrifices for you and your family comes to you and says, “I want you to sign over your home and personal property to me.”   “After the transaction is complete, I will give you something of infinitely greater value.”  Would you be inclined to do it?
How can any person be expected to give up the most precious thing they possess in exchange for a promise that they will receive something better? Such a request is considered a paradox.  It seems to defy logic or go against the conventional wisdom of men. You would probably say “no” to both of these scenarios.  In the first one you doubt the integrity and character of the person. “You don’t know them from Adam.”  In the second one you do not doubt their character but their ability to do what they say they will do.  In both cases the issue is the nature and character of the person making the request. 
Jesus used this technique to jar men and women out of their complacency and religion in order to consider their God.  Listen to what He told the crowds following Him. 

Mark 8:34-37   34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  35 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

A man’s most precious possession is his life.  He will do anything to save it. And we are not just talking about “from death” here.  Oh no!  This is much more profound than that.  We are talking about where we expect to derive our sense of joy, peace, satisfaction and fulfillment.  Every human being anticipates that his or her physical life will supply them with these great desires of the human soul.   Let us see what Jesus said:
Deny:  Affirm that one has no acquaintance or connection with him.  To lose sight of ones own self and one’s interests. “This life is not mine to live for my own purposes.”
Save:  Preserve it.  In this context for their own use.  As the source of their earthly fulfillment.

Lose:  The future state of it.  Their delights are temporal and fleeting.  They might last for 30 years and in the end yield up absolutely nothing for the rest of eternity.  
Whole world: Everything which the world has to offer a man.  Those things which satisfy and fulfill the life. 

Forfeit:  Give it up.  Give it in exchange for something.  Giving your life is the price of admission into the play ground of the world. 
So what are we “Christians” doing down here on this earth?  Truth be known…we are trying to find a little satisfaction, love, joy, peace and  hope.  Furthermore, the reason death holds such a hold over us all is that we fear that it will end all prospects we have for obtaining these satisfactions. Apart from God all our hopes end at death. 

But, you are a spiritual being and you know this is true!  You think!  You don’t just eat and drink and sleep.  You feel!...grief, fear, love, joy.  Why are you this way?  Because God has placed His imprint on you and then revealed His existence to you. 
Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

You were made in the image of God, to find fulfillment in God.  If everything goes perfectly the world will give you a “kind” of fulfillment for a very brief time.  God will give you genuine fulfillment for eternity. 
Let me return then to my opening question: How can a person be expected to give up the most precious thing they possess [their life with its hope of fulfillment] for the promise of something far greater?  They can only do it if they have reasons to believe that they can explicitly trust the one making the promise. This is exactly the situation that Abraham was in when we find him in our passage this morning.  Let me read it to you now. 
Hebrews 11:17-19  17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;  18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED."  19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.  

There are three stunning realities here that will show you how to have this kind of faith : 

Abraham had a History with God…and so have you [17]

Abraham Received specific Promises…and so have you [18]
Abraham Cast His Fears on God …and so can you [19]
Abraham had a history with God…and so have you [17]

· Hebrews 11:17 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;
By faith:  This is the opening word in the Greek and the English.  It is the most important word in the sentence.  All that Abraham did was done because he trusted the character and nature of God. 
When tested: Putting something under some strain to see if it will stand up to it.  Seeing if it will perform as intended.  God does not test you to see what you will do.  God tests you so that you can see what He will do.
Offered:  brought forth to present.
The Promises: God had been promising Abraham this son for 25 years. 
Only Begotten:  His one and only.  There were no others to take his place.  He had this son alone.  

The important thing to notice here is that this event does not occur in a vacuum.  Abraham had a history with God.  And this is a key issue for you and your faith.  Abraham had a history of believing God.  It wasn’t a perfect history but it was an ongoing relationship with God.  It begins in Genesis 12.    
· Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you;  2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."  [75 years old]

Abraham knew that God had sought him out for this relationship.  There is no indication that Abraham sought God.  In fact, the Bible repeatedly maintains that men do not seek God. It is God who initiates our relationship with Him. Abraham knew that God wanted Him and that He acted in love and mercy to save him.  
Nothing has changed since the time of Abraham.  Men did not suddenly change their natures and begin to seek for God.  No!, the verdict of God still stands: 
Romans 3:10-11  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 

Like Abraham, you need a history with God.  Many believers have one, but don’t realize it.  Perhaps you have always thought that you stumbled across the truth of the gospel and came to believe and because you have lived imperfectly there is always that gnawing sense that you have not lived up to your end of the bargain.  But none of that is true.  Your history with God is the same as Abraham’s!  He came for you!   
John 15:16   16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
Not only “did He come for you,” but He always “planned to come for you.”  He set His affection upon you before He spoke the first ray of light into existence.  You dear friend do have a history with God. 

Ephesians 1:4-8  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  

Abraham Received specific Promises…and so have you [18]

Hebrews 11:18  18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED."

In Isaac:  Have your ever wondered why God repeatedly calls Himself the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?”   It is exactly because of this.  God created a channel that threaded its way through millions of people and possibilities to come directly to a young girl in a Galilean village.  Even today you will hear the lament that Israel has no right to the land or the promises because others are sons of Abraham also…but are they sons of Isaac and are they sons of Jacob?  
After the fiasco with Hagar and Ishmael when Abraham was 85 years old, God speaks to him again regarding His promises.  

Genesis 17:15-19   15 Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  16 "I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  18 And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before You!"  19 But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.

God gave Abraham something very specific to believe and although Abraham got off to a rocky start, all the evidence points to him having believed it totally. Just consider what has happened so far.  
· When Abraham was 75 when God told him to leave home and family and go to a new land where he would become a great nation. He believed God!  

· At 85 years of age Abraham still does not have any children so proposes his servant to God as the heir.  God says…NO…someone from your own body. He Believed God!
· Sarah with the help of Abraham seek to bring about this promise by having a child with Hagar.  He faltered in His Belief!
· When Ishmael is about 15 years old God comes again to tell him that he will have an heir with his own wife Sarah. He was incredulous but God did it anyway!
The promises become more and more specific.  The more specific the promise we believe, the more profound is our faith.  Let me say this again:

“The more you know about what God has said in His Word, the more profound your faith will become.”  You too have received specific promises from God.  Let me go through a few of them with you. 

· Jesus is the Creator of the Universe.

John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God….
· Receiving Jesus alone is how men become sons of God. 
John 1:12-14  as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
· Jesus laid down His life for you.

John 10:11   11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

· Nothing can ever separate you from the Love of Christ. 

John 10:27-28  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  
· Jesus left temporarily, but is coming again for you personally. 

John 14:3   3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 

· He will never leave you spiritually in this life
Matthew 28:20  and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

· He understands and has experienced all your human weakness and trials

Hebrews 4:15 - 5:1  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
· We are able to enter into His presence to worship.    

1 Peter 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

You also have promises from God regarding the purpose of your life.  God did not seek you for “no reason.”  Have you ever asked yourself why God would initiate a relationship with you and draw you into His family, making you a son or daughter?  I hope you have.  Paul explained this very thing to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 1:13-14  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Here then is the answer to “why.”  God reveals Himself to be gloriously merciful and loving by acting in compassion to purchase you from the bondage of sin.  The creation is in awe of who God is because of “the Cross” and “the Cross” was where Jesus purchased your salvation. At the cross justice [what you deserve] was satisfied by mercy [Christ took what you deserved]  To put it another way; “Jesus took sins that were not His and gave you righteousness that is not yours.”   Before the throne in heaven, your salvation will be cause for the universe to glorify the Lamb. 

Revelation 5:9  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

Abraham Cast His Fears on God …and so can you [19]

Hebrews 11:19   19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.

He considered:  The word we get logic from.  Did you know that Abraham’s faith had to do with logic.  He logically reasoned.  In order to do this you need information.  Abraham had information about God, along with experience trusting Him.  If God’s Word is a hobby with you or something you do only when there is nothing else going on you will not have a faith that will sustain you when it is put to the test.  
God is able:  What did Abraham reason?  Simply this; The Sovereign God of Creation is a promise keeping God.  He has already brought to pass many of His promises to me.  I have no reason to think that He will not bring this one to pass as well.  He is fully able to do exactly what He says. 
To raise the dead:  If Abraham has only one son…and if God has specifically said that He is intending to bring the Messiah into the world through that specific, individually named son….and if a replacement son will not suffice…and if God is asking me to sacrifice this son now….then God must intend to restore his life.  Did Abraham really think this or did the New Testament writer just imagine it?
Genesis 22:5   5 Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you."
Received Him Back as a Type: Isaac was a type of Christ.  Abraham took Isaac to Mount Moriah…the very place where the temple eventually stood.  There God miraculously spared the life of Isaac and there God offered His “one and only son” for your sins and mine.  
Genesis 22:7-8   7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8 Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together.
We all can say that we believe God until we are asked to lean upon Him.    Every issue of faith comes down to this simple question. Is God trustworthy and is He able? 

Abraham has had a quarter of a century of history with God.  He has experienced His goodness and seen first hand His ability and willingness to care for him.    Abraham has waited so long for this heir.  God disallowed every effort of Abraham to bring the promise to pass, insisting that it would be “His” doing and “His” way.  

So Abraham settled these two questions.  

· Is God trustworthy?  Absolutely!  Everything He has promised Abraham, He has done.  He has promised that Isaac will be the heir and will have sons.  This is yet undone.  Can God be trusted to keep the rest of the  promise? Abraham says yes.
· Is God Able to Keep His Promise?  He determines that God is, based on the Nature of God.  He puts God in the driver’s seat and slides over to the passenger side.  This is going to  have to be God’s thing from here on out.  
Abraham did not anguish over this command…He acted as if the problem was God’s to resolve and not his.  The example of his faith is this;  God had already promised that Isaac would be the son through whom the Messiah would come.  
CONCLUSION:
Do you think God is trustworthy?  Do you think His promises are as good as Gold or are they a cruel hoax?  
I have heard people say that they do not like the Bible because of this story.  How could a man even think for a moment of sacrificing his son this way?  But consider the this: 
This is not a story of a man who wanted to sacrifice his son.  This is a story of a man who knew God and had come to totally trust Him.  He never believed for a minute that God would break His own Word, even though the circumstances seemed difficult and grim.  He knew that God was good.  He knew that God was merciful.  He knew that God was trustworthy to the point of not even being able to lie.  This is true Biblical faith revealed under the most difficult of human circumstances.  
Why does this matter to you today?  

· Your Salvation: 

It matters because the same God that Abraham trusted to keep His promise regarding Isaac is the God who later offered His own son as the sacrifice for your sins. 
Romans 8:32  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

For you this means that you can come to Christ for eternal life.  Jesus offered Himself as “full payment” for your sins.  No church, religion, ritual or creed can do for you what Jesus did.  
Therefore come to Christ alone for your eternal salvation.  Trust nothing else, hope in no one else, seek no other solution, believe no other gospel!  
 Acts 4:12  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
· Your Everyday Life: 

1 Peter 5:6-7  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.
In your everyday life you are experiencing difficulties.  Your finances are limited, your health is up and down, your relationships are strained, your peace of mind is erratic, your hope is under serious assault, you worry.  All this and more characterize our daily lives.  You need true Biblical Faith.  Peter admonishes us to trust the character and nature of God. This is what this verse means.  
Humble yourself:  Lean fully on Him
Mighty God:  He is able to help you

Casting all your anxiety on Him:  This does not tell you not to worry!  That is a serious misreading of the text.  It tells you to take those worries and cast them on God.  They are not yours…they are His.  
He cares for you: He can be trusted to care for you. 

The love and care of God for you?...that’s personal!  God poured it out for you at the cross and now He Cares for You with joy.  
Zephaniah 3:17  17 "The LORD your God is in your midst, A victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.  
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