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Introduction:

Take your Bibles and turn to Hebrews 11:13-16
Hebrews 11:13-16  13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.  

How does faith become your normal experience?  What is it that will cause us to conduct our “day to day” affairs with the kind of faith we see exhibited in Hebrews eleven?   Are all these people mentioned just extraordinary men and women?  Did God raise up a race of “super believers”  so that He could write the Bible around them?  The answer to this is categorically NO!  The people mentioned so far in Hebrews eleven are mere men.  Let me say this again…”they are men and women like us in their sinfulness, weakness and shortcomings.  Let’s just look at a few of them. 

Enoch:  Was not born godly.  Just like every other human being, something happened that brought him to a place of trusting God and walking with Him. The Bible places this event at the same time as the birth of Methuselah.  So Enoch lived 65 years before it was said that “he walked with God.”    
Genesis 5:22 Enoch walked with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters.
Noah:  Although considered a righteous man by God, The Bible does not hesitate to reveal his “feet of clay.”  

Genesis 9:21 He drank of the wine and became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent.
He got so drunk that he apparently was naked and passed out inside his tent.  Most of us consider drunken nakedness a human shortcoming. 

Abraham:  Abraham was nearly 100 year old before he even knew who God was.  

Genesis 17:1 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.
His people were idol worshipers with no knowledge of God.  Even after he knew God he lied about Sarah to save his own neck.

Genesis 20:1-2  Now Abraham journeyed from there toward the land of the Negev, and settled between Kadesh and Shur; then he sojourned in Gerar.  2 Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.  

Abraham had other faith shortcomings:

Genesis 17:15-19   15 Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  16 "I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  18 And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before You!"  19 But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
Sarah:  Had trouble believing God.  She was not born a women of faith.  She did not have the Bible to reveal God to her like we do today.  She did have God Himself speaking to her, but even then she struggled with her faith. 
Genesis 18:10-15  10 He said, "I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him.  11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing.  12 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"  13 And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?'  14 "Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son."  15 Sarah denied it however, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh."
Why does God record all the short comings of Bible characters?  Why does almost every man or woman in the Bible appear with glaring defects.  
· First, it proves that God wrote the Bible and not men.  Men always make their heroes out to be better than they actually are.  Men would never tell about the sins and shortcomings of their favorite politician or sports star.  But, God tells the unvarnished truth about the hearts of men. 
· Second, it confirms that the Bible is for us.  When the Bible speaks of the faith of Abraham and Noah it is speaking of the faith of mere men.  We excuse ourselves by imagining that these were unique people.  We would never be able to trust God like they did.  This is how Satan keeps you from aspiring to Biblical faith in God. 
So, if these well known heroes of the Bible lacked faith, how in the world did they get included in the “faith hall of fame?”  
Let me ask this another way: “Does God reveal in this passage, what changed these ordinary sinners into men and women of faith and can the same thing change us as well?” 
In these verses are three keys to unlocking the door to your enduring faith in God alone.  They come in the answers to the three following questions:
· What you are willing to confess to God Himself about your life and future? 

· What you are eager to pursue while you live in this world?
· What you are persuaded to believe about the character of your God?
I think it is safe to say that telling you to have more faith is fairly futile.   Instead let me show you the examples revealed in these verses.  The Scripture includes them here so that we can know exactly what turns ordinary men and women into men and women of faith. The three keys then are: 
· Your Confession to God
· Your Pursuit of God
· Your Intimacy with God 

Three Keys to possessing an enduring faith. 

Your Confession To God   [13]

Hebrews 11:13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.
The opening verses of chapter eleven give us our working definition of faith which we need to draw on right here.  Verse thirteen tells us that they saw and welcomed the promises of God from a distance.  That would be a chronological distance because all these people died centuries before God gave them the things promised, but they had faith then.  The reality of the promise was deferred but the faith was real and present.   

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
How can any man have assurance of what he has only been promised?  How can he be certain of something he has never even seen? 

ANSWER: He believes the one who promised them to him!  Let me try to say this again.  A man or woman of faith believes God.  He doesn’t just “Believe in God.”  We are not just affirming God’s existence, but His character.  We believe that God would never lie to us.  

If you are going to grow in faith you must grow in intimate trust of Christ. You can only do that by spending time in His presence.   This is why Christ made the provision for you to come into His presence to worship and pray.  “Trust” which is “Biblical Faith” grows while we worship in the presence of Christ.  I assure you that you can come to Christ and worship Him.  Jesus told the Samaritan sinner at the well: 

John 4:23 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.
What then is Biblical faith?  It is trust in the one making the promises.  We all know someone who “would never lie to us.”  If they told us something incredible we would probably believe them even though we did not fully imagine how it could be so. 
“having seen and welcomed;”  Verse 13 therefore tells us that our Faith is in the giver of the promise…always always always. But, there is something very crucial that goes along with their trust in the character of God.  They were willing to adopt God’s opinion of their lives.  This is a major stumbling block for many Christians.  If we do not know the Word of God and seldom read it, study it or hear it preached we will no very little of what God thinks about the circumstances of this world in general and our lives in particular.  Notice what the ordinary men and women of chapter eleven did. 
“having confessed:”  This is the key to all faith.  It means “agreeing with God.”  Nothing pleases God more than having His children “agree” and “acknowledge” from the heart that He is everything He says He is and that everything He says is true.  All faith is  meaningless ritual without this.  To grow in faith you must grow in your knowledge of, and agreement with, the Sovereign God of Creation. 
These folk who are mentioned in Hebrews eleven were willing to confess something that most Christians I know are unwilling to confess.  Why do we read over these verses without giving them a second thought?  Partly because we think these guys were “special”  [we have already shown that to be untrue] and partly because we don’t really want to come to grips with what God is saying here. What is He saying here?  That we are:  
Strangers:  foreigners, guests, weirdoes on the earth.  We do not like to confess this.  
Ill:  I had a favorite aunt who was married to a marine.  They eventually ended up stationed for awhile in Japan.  When we wrote to ask her what she thought of the place she responded by saying it was full of “foreigners.”  Her problem was that she wanted to be at home.  She wanted to be comfortable and she never was the whole time she lived in Japan. 
Now, we Christians often want to be at home in this world.  We want to feel good about our lives, circumstances and futures…but we never do.  We worry about money, property, relationships with family, friends and neighbors.  We want all these things to be OK and they never are.  Satan and unfortunately also the church tells us that this is a lack of faith. In fact, this desire to “be at home” is at the root of our faith struggle.  We say things like, “Why can’t I just trust God more in my daily life?”  Because, we have not agreed with God about what our daily life is all about.  We, have defined our lives, rather than allowing God to define them for us.  Listen to how God characterizes our lives on this earth. 
1 Peter 2:9-11  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.  11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.
Ephesians 2:19 - 3:1  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  

1 Peter 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.
Exiles:  These are aliens, pilgrims.  It speaks of someone who has come to a strange country to reside beside the residents of that place.  You can learn the language, but you speak with an accent.  You can try to fit in, but this place is not your native country.  
Your Pursuit of God  [14]

Hebrews 11:14 14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own
Make it clear:  This is an interesting Greek word.  From it, we get the word “emphasize.” In other words, our words reveal our intentions and when we say such things we disclose and emphasize that we are looking for a country where we do belong.   
A country of their own:  Is all one word in Greek.  It is the word that means “Fatherland.”  The country of ones father.  It is where you feel at home. Where you belong.  The ESV translates this verse this way: 
Hebrews 11:14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
Hebrews 11:15  15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.
Your actions reveal your heart.   The regular men and women of Hebrews eleven were living as aliens in a strange land and they were not remembering the country from which they came. They realized that it too was not there Fatherland.  They were focused on what God would give them and they knew that it would not be something in this world.  The Bible here makes sure that we do not imagine that these men and women of faith were looking backward.  They were only looking forward and what they saw was what God had promised them. 
Men and women of faith are ready to confess what God says is true.  They agree with God in all points. Could God have  really created the world in six days?  He said He did.  Could He have appointed a fish big enough to swallow Jonah and then keep him alive in it for three days?  Well, He said He did.  Could God really have caused it to rain upon the Earth in such a way as to cover the entire surface of the planet with water?  Well, again, I can only say…He says He did. 
Agreeing faith will also embrace the idea that we are not at home in this world and were never intended to be.  We belong where God is and we will never be men and women of great faith until we can “agree with God” that it is so.  
The life of faith is characterized by the Pursuit of God.  
Your Intimacy with God [16]

Hebrews 11:16   16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
They desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one: The transformed men and women of chapter eleven desired something better than what was found on this earth.  They totally believed God when He said that they did not belong here but with Him instead.  For this reason they looked past the difficulties of this life and the obstacles of this world to the beautiful, blessed joy that they saw in the future.  How did they know it was really there?  The blessed God who redeemed them and love them beyond all measure, told them it was so. 

God is not ashamed to be called their God:  God delights in those who believe Him when He promises.  You remember verse six:
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

What you need to please God is faith and, MARK THIS DOWN…Faith is trusting the Character of God and confessing to Him that you do.  You can do this Christian!  You can begin a life of genuine, life transforming faith in your Redeemer. 
He has prepared a city for them:  This has already been done. He is not in the process now of preparing.  This is where we belong because it is where Jesus is.  
John 14:2-3  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

Now this puts the spotlight on the Cross.  Jesus Christ, God the Son, came to fulfill exactly every promise made to the men and women of faith.  They always knew God would keep His Word.  They trusted Him and were not surprised when the things of this foreign world made them feel like strangers and aliens. 
We are following in their steps.  They were looking forward to the Cross while we are, with the same faith looking backward.  Christ has prepared every room for you.  He has told us that we belong with Him.  He has poured out His blood on the cross to purchase you and is not ashamed to confess you before the Father in Heaven.  
Now, if your pursuit is for the country were you belong and, if where you belong is in the presence of God…I think we can make some basic conclusions about what this passage of Scripture is saying to us:  

You need to go hard after the knowledge of God Himself.  Not head knowledge but personal intimacy.  I only know one way to acquire an intimate knowledge of another person.  You must spend time with them.  Do you make time for God?  Let God speak to you in the Bible and Preaching. Speak to God to confess that He is altogether trustworthy and always speaks the truth.  Does the study of God’s Word ever take precedence over other activities in your life.  In other words, do you deliberately carve time out of your busy life to pursue the knowledge of God?  You need to do that! Don’t let the world use every last second of your life. Make time for God! 

Because: 
Philippians 3:20 - 4:1  20 … our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.  4:1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.
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