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On the lake, as the sun began to paint the sky from behind the hills, a group of fishermen labored with their nets, exhaustion and discouragement.  They had been working all night.  It was not uncommon to work all night, but it was uncommon to catch nothing.  These were experienced men.  This was their livelihood and not a weekend hobby. By the time Luke begins to tell the story, they had come ashore and had begun to clean their nets.  A crowd had gathered there that morning because Jesus was preaching and they were coming out from the villages to hear and see Him. 
Luke 5:1-6  Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret;  2 and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets.  3 And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the people from the boat.  4 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."  5 Simon answered and said, "Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets."  6 When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break;

This incident happened at the very beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry and illustrates one of the keys to understanding what True, Saving Biblical Faith is.  This is the faith that will save you and empower you to live your life.  It is the faith that every believer says they desire, but find so elusive.  Let’s look at this event once more and discover the key to understanding faith.  
The men had worked in their own strength all night. They did honorable work and they were probably very good at it.  Nevertheless, success had evaded them this night.  In spite of their effort they would return home with nothing to eat and nothing to sell.  Any working man can tell you that this is a formula for sadness.  
While they are putting away the nets, Jesus came over to Simon’s boat and got into it, asking Simon to push them out a little way into the water.  From there Jesus taught the crowd.  When He was done He took Peter out into deep water and told him to put down the net for a catch.  Peter knew who was in the boat with him and although he protests mildly saying, “we have worked all night,” he puts in the net for one reason and one reason only.  Listen to Peter. "Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets."  
We have probably all heard the saying, “He is as good as His Word.”  What we mean by that is simple.  This man’s words match his character perfectly.  We believe what he says because we know the man’s character.  
In Greek Peter says this, “We have worked hard all night and taken nothing but on the basis of your Word, I will let down the net.”  Peter was not a man of great faith as this exchange reveals. He is not expecting any fish.  But Peter acts upon the word of a person he trusts.  Faith here is not about catching fish.  It is entirely about knowing and trusting the person Jesus Christ and then acting on His Words solely because you trust Him.   
Hebrews Eleven is the great faith chapter.  If we misunderstand this lesson it will become a snare for our feet.  Faith will be elusive at best and unattainable at worst.   Our text this morning reveals three essential facts about faith.  If you want to possess and grow in faith you must understand them. 
· It tells us what faith is

· It tells us how faith is used
· It tells us how God feels about faith.
You absolutely can be men and women of faith.  You can use this faith today and throughout this coming week.  You will have joy and the knowledge that you are pleasing God with your faith.   

The Bible tells us what faith is.

Hebrews 11:1-3  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  2 For by it the men of old gained approval.  3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.

This is an elusive statement.  Perhaps you learned this verse as child.  I always felt guilty because I didn’t have a clue what it meant.  I didn’t really want to ask for an explanation because I did not want to reveal my discomfort with such a basic concept as faith. The Bible is going to define faith for you in verse one.  God gives the explanation in the form of Hebrew poetry.  This device would be familiar to His readers. Here is a familiar example from Psalm 19:1:  
The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

The second line is just a slightly different way of saying the first.  Heavens are the same as “skies” and “the glory of God” is the same idea as “the works of His hands.”  Even though they are parallel their use still adds a greater depth to the understanding of what those skies are doing up there.  Now look at this in Hebrews 11:1.  Faith is said to be: 

The assurance of things hoped for
and

The conviction of things not seen

“Assurance” expresses certainty.  For some reason we tend to take this word to mean some assuring words about what we hope.  This is not what “assurance” means in the Greek language. Here is another verse where it is used in Hebrews. 
Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

Now God’s nature is His “substance.”  It is the reality or the certainty of His being.  This word is not used to describe verbal assurances like, “you need to have more faith” or “every thing will turn out OK if you have faith.”  If this is your understanding of faith I can guarantee you that you will always feel that you lack faith.  Such faith is bogus faith.  It is not what God describes and is not what you need. Biblical faith is used to describe an objective reality.  Something that is as real and substantive as the being of God Himself.  
“Hoped for” is another very interesting word.  It describes a person who is waiting patiently in hope…and hope in the New Testament is not at all like we use it today.  When You say, “I hope I will be able to get time off work,”  we are expressing uncertainty about the outcome of our request for vacation time.  
In the Bible hope means certainty.  A skydiver hopes in His equipment.  There isn’t anything else that is going to save him so when he jumps he is certain that his equipment will work. Paul used it in Colossians this way.
Colossians 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

The first part of our definition then says this:  Faith is patient and continual certainty of a coming reality.  The possessor of faith lives in the daily confidence that what he or she has been promised will be given to them in due time. 
Conviction:  means “proof of the thing”   The possessor of faith has proof that it is true although he has yet to see a thing.  

Putting this all together comes out like this:  Faith is waiting with daily confidence that what has been promised will be given.  The promise is a practical reality to them although they have yet to see any visible proof of it.  
“For by it the men of old gained approval:”  The Scripture tell us here that previous generations of believers gained approval from God by having such faith. 
Now this is the Biblical definition of Faith.  Do you possess this kind of faith?  Do you find that you can wait patiently and confidently during your trials even though you see no visible help at hand? 
Now this is a very simple question, but it is the point upon which this entire passage turns. How are we going to possess this kind of faith?  If it is the means of pleasing God then it stands to reason that we are in great difficulty if we do not possess it.  How do you make yourself believe harder or more sincerely?  Do you memorize more promises?  Do you pray more sincerely for faith?  What will do it for us?  

The answer to this question is found in the verses preceding and following this definition of faith. How can any man believe what he has only been promised?  How can he be certain of something he has never even seen? 
ANSWER: He believes the one who promised him!  Let me try to say this again.  A man or woman of faith believes God.  He doesn’t just “Believe in God.”  We are not just affirming His existence, but His character.  He believes God would never lie to him.  Eve had no such faith and Satan exploited that to the maximum. 
If you are going to grow in faith you must grow in intimate trust of Christ.  This is exactly why Christ made the provision for you to come into His presence and the presence of the Father to worship and pray.  Trust which is “Biblical Faith” grows in the presence of Christ.  This is why we lift Him up to you and this is why we “consider how to spur one another on toward love and good works.”
Hebrews 10:19-22   19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
What then is Biblical faith?  It is trust in the one making the promises.  If you trustingly believe Christ this way, you will find it possible to believe what  He says to you and about you.  The next verses tell us how other believers used their faith.  
The Bible tells us how faith is used  [4-5]
Hebrews 11:4  4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. 
We have already seen evidence that Eve did not believe God.  When Satan challenged her directly saying, “you will not surely die.”  She chose to disbelieve God and so she ate.  
When the day came for Able and Cain to bring their offerings, the integrity of God was again on the line.  The Scripture tells us here that Abel’s sacrifice was better and God Himself testified that Abel was righteous.  What is it about Abel’s sacrifice that made him righteous in God’s sight?  I will tell you.  Absolutely nothing!  What made Abel righteous before God was that He believed God.  He trusted His judgment and integrity and therefore brought exactly the offering that God had asked for.  Cain had no such trust in God.  Like his mother before him he did not believe God when He spoke.  He did not trust Him.  Saving and justifying faith is trust in God’s person, character and integrity.  Men will never please God without this.   

Hebrews 11: 5  5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 

The Scripture gives another brief example here with Enoch.  Very little is said of this man, but that he” pleased God.”  In our context we know how he did that.  He trusted Him.  He believed God when He spoke and he obeyed God. 

Hebrews 11:7  7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.
Why in the world would a man living in a world where it never rained be willing to spend a century to build an ark to save himself from a flood?  In this context there is a very simple answer.  He trusted and believed in the word and integrity of God when He told Him to do it.  Was Noah’s obedience that pleased God?  No.  That was just the evidence that Noah’s heart trusted safely in God alone. 
Hebrews 11:8  8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.

Why would a man leave his homeland to go into a trackless wilderness to an unknown destination?  Why would he risk his life and the lives of his entire family this way?  For only one reason.  He trusted in the character of God who told him to go.  Paul the apostle assures us that Abraham was justified because of his faith.  
Romans 4:3-5  3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

Hebrews 11:11   11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.

Why would a woman in her eighties receive the ability to conceive and bear a child?  This Scripture leaves no doubt whatsoever.  “She considered Him faithful who had promised.”  She believed God.  That is what pleased God.  That is what justified Sarah, Abraham, Noah, Enoch and Able.  

Now what about us?  What has God told you that you need to trust Him for?  You need to abandon all confidence in your own righteousness and trust in Christ alone for salvation. He is your only hope of salvation in this world and the world to come.  

Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
Matthew 11:28-29  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.
Acts 4:11-12   11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Saving Faith is Biblical Faith.  It does not trust in creeds or ritual.  There is nothing you have to change to come to Christ although plenty will change when you do come.  Receiving Christ is trusting Him totally as believers have down through the centuries. 
Abiding Faith for believers rests on the same rock.  Jesus has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  When trials come, fix your eyes on Him.  He will sustain you.  He will not abandon you.  You can trust your Savior to sustain you in this life. 
The Bible tells us how God feels about faith. 

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
This is simple:  God cannot be pleased by any thing we do or say if we do not trust His integrity, character and word.  The simple formula of verse six is this:
You first of all need to believe that God exists.  This seems obvious, but what it is stressing is this;  You may not come to a creed or a religion.  You may not come to sacrifice, altar or ceremony.  You must be coming to the one true personal and Sovereign God.  He is not the “light side” of the force.  He is not the spiritual energy for good in the Universe.  He is the God of Creation.  He is the one who destroyed the gods of Egypt and set Israel free.  He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the God of the Prophets.  He is the God who came to the Cross to bear your sins and there He did, in fact, bear them.  
Isaiah 53:3-5  3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  Biblical faith seeks God.  Nothing will deter it.  The presence of blessed Savior is our desire.  
CONCLUSION

I would like to return to the sea of Galilee for just a moment.  Over three years have come and gone since the early morning encounter between Jesus and Peter.  There has been a lot of water under the proverbial bridge.  

Jesus has preached to tens of thousands, only tens have believe Him.  Yes, thousands came for the miracles and the spectacles of the preaching but only twelve remained the night before His death. One of those betrayed Him to death and our friend Peter disowned Him three times to save His own neck.  
Yes, a lot has happened.  The disciples have gone back to Galilee.  They are not disobedient and rebellious in doing this.  They have done what Jesus told them to do. 
Matthew 28:7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."

John 21:1-7  After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way.  2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.  3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will also come with you." They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing.  4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  5 So Jesus said to them, "Children, you do not have any fish, do you?" They answered Him, "No."  6 And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish.  7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea.

Religion and our own pride call us to do something for our salvation.  Jesus calls us to trust Him alone.  He came from Heaven for you.  He paid for your life with His blood.  He is the only sacrifice for sin.  Logic and the world tell us we must make some atonement for our own sin…Jesus says, “let down your net on the right side of the boat.”  Trust me.  I will give you salvation even when you have labored through the darkness for it.  
Believer,  Are you laboring for nothing.  Is it always the upward climb to please the Savior with your efforts.  Are you  a tired fisherman?  Let down your net on the right side of the boat.”  Cease from your own efforts and trust Christ.  He procured your salvation. He will keep you through every trial.  He is the sufficient Savior.  He is your faithful Savior.  Don’t settle for less than the Lord Himself.  Fix your eyes upon Jesus because in His presence you to will be able to confidently hope in the Lord. The Psalmist said, 
Psalm 22:23-28   23 You who fear the LORD, praise Him; All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel.  24 For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Nor has He hidden His face from him; But when he cried to Him for help, He heard…. 28 For the kingdom is the LORD'S And He rules over the nations.
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