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Introduction:

We all wish for more faith.  We read of the great faith of Bible heroes and probably even know some people that we consider to be great men and women of faith.   Most believers wish for faith, but realize we have no real expectation of every having much.  We are content to just, not “blow it”  too badly.  We assume the kind of faith spoken of in Chapter Eleven is only for those great Bible Characters that are mentioned there. 
Before we look at our Scripture today I want to ask you two questions.  

· Do you wish you had more faith and confidence in God?

· Would you be willing to do something in order to have more?

Usually, when we set our heart on something we also set about trying to find a way to have it.  If you see a new car you want your look at your finances and decide if you can buy it.  Before you posses it you actually have to part with something you already have…your money, in this case.  

Now the kind of faith that will radically change the quality of your life has a cost too.  It is described in the closing verses of chapter ten.  I can tell you confidently that you possess what you need to attain it.  Christ Jesus has provided the resource, but you must desire it enough to actually go and take it.  This is the human accountability that is also present in the sufficient work of Christ.  Let’s start by seeing what Christ has already done for you in chapter Ten of Hebrews?  
· He has Sanctified You 

Hebrews 10:10  10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

· He has made you complete

Hebrews 10:14  14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

· He has made a covenant with you

Hebrews 10:16  16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,"
· He has made you “righteous in Him” so that you can go into His presence to worship. 

Hebrews 10:19-22  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,…let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
But we are often in danger of losing that confidence to enter into the presence of God and worship Him there. There are obstacles to our confidence.  We feel insufficient to live for God.  We are aware of our own sinfulness and weaknesses.  We know our thoughts are not fully aligned with God’s thoughts…  We don’t feel close to God. We are mad at our spouse, child, parent or boss…in short, we are fallen, sinners. We need more faith, but we lack confidence to obtain it.  
I want to speak to you about confidence.  Verse 19 tell you that you have it and verse 35 advises us not to throw it away because of the trials we face in this world. Trials are not an indicator of your relationship to Christ.  This is a world full of trials and testings.  I don’t think I need to prove that to you.  
Our passage this morning gives us four reasons why we should never ever throw away our confidence. 
· It is a priceless gift given to you by your Savior Jesus Christ  19-23
· It is actually nurtured and grown in the fellowship of Believers. 24-25

· There is nothing like it to be found in any other place  [apostasy]  26-31

· It is the true source of endurance in this life  36-39
The Big Picture:  We have confidence when we believe these five things.  Faith is not something you believe in.  More faith does not mean believing the same things harder.  When someone says, “I just have to have faith”  or “I have faith that everything will be OK,”  what are they saying exactly?  They are saying that they have faith in some disembodied thing they call faith.  Do not have faith in “faith.”  
You cannot love unless you have someone to love.  You don’t go to a desert island and just love.  Faith is the same way.  It requires an object and that object is the person of Jesus Christ.  Bible faith grows in the presence of Jesus Christ.  Let’s see how.                              
This confidence is a priceless gift given to you by your Savior Jesus Christ  19-23

Hebrews 10:19-23  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
Although we have gone over these verses in great detail it is worth a brief reminder here. Our confidence is a fearless freedom to go into the presence of God and the Lamb.  Look at your Bibles and let me show you this glorious truth. 
Confidence to enter:  You are free to go in.  You are not only welcome before God you are desired there.  
By a new and living way:  The way in is Christ.  Jesus, the man, made a full payment for you to enter into God’s presence.
He acted as our great priest so that you can draw near.  Draw near is used of the priests who are coming near to worship and sacrifice. 
Sprinkled and Washed:  Both terms to describe how the priest would prepare himself to go into the presence of God. 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope:  Our hope is Christ alone.  Confession means agreeing with God. Our confession is to agree totally with God that Jesus Christ is our sufficient Savior.   We hold agree because we no that Jesus is faithful. 
This priceless gift of confidence is not to be ignored.  Ladies, what if your husband spent several months salary to buy you a beautiful jewel but you never took it out of the drawer.  What if God gave His spotless Son so that we could come to Him and worship Him but we never came?  
You have been given “confidence” which is a warm welcome into the presence of God and the Lamb.  Jesus has set you apart, washed you and clothed you in His righteousness and then called you into the presence His presence to worship.   Now let me ask you this: “Have you ever consciously and deliberately entered there?”   If you say, “I don’t know how.”  I will say, “Ask Him to call you.”   If you say, “I don’t know what to say.” Then I will tell you to rehearse what you know about Him.”   Use the Word of God.  That is precisely what it is here for.  The Spirit uses the Written Word of God to make you know the Living Word. 
Psalm 104:1-6  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty,  2 Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain.  3 He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind;  4 He makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers.  5 He established the earth upon its foundations, So that it will not totter forever and ever.  6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters were standing above the mountains.
Our confidence is nurtured and strengthened in the fellowship of Believers. 24-25

Hebrews 10:24-25   24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
We have spoken of the need to protect and strengthen our “confidence.”  Nothing will cripple us in this area faster than isolation.  I cannot live without my family…can you?  I cannot grow in love for those I do not fellowship with. God has designed His children to live “in family” and to approach Him regularly together.  
Acts 2:41-43  41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.  42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe;
Now, I want to encourage you strongly here.  When you are together with one another, speak about the love and splendor of Christ. This is not to say that every word is about the Lord or the Bible or that every get together is a Bible Study, but do include Christ in your fellowship.  
· Inquire about one another’s anxieties

· Be quick to tell about answers to prayer and causes of rejoicing
· Don’t just say you will pray…actually do it with one another

I still like to talk about baseball and old cars, but Christ and His children are always on my mind. Think often about your brothers and sisters in the Lord.  Pray often for them. Speak often with them. Eat often with them. And while you are at it; laugh, cry, rejoice and grieve with them.  This is the fellowship of His Body, the Church. 
This Confidence [free admission to God’s presence] will not be found in any other place  [apostasy]  26-31

Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
This passage seems strangely out of place if we do not consider very carefully the point of the entire book of Hebrews.  From the very first verses of this book God is offering Jesus Christ to you as the supreme solution to every need of your present life and for your Eternity.  Nothing else will work for you.  He is not simply “better” than some other religion.  He is The Living God’s sole solution to your sin and eternal destiny.   Now let’s consider what is being said in this light. 
· Jesus Christ offered the only acceptable sacrifice for your sin.

Hebrews 10:10  10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

· If come to Jesus He will cloth you in His own righteousness so that you are just as acceptable to God as He Himself is. 
Hebrews 10:18-19  18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,

If the death of Christ is the Father’s only solution for the sin of men, men need to be warned that there is no other place to go.  If we reject this there is nothing else.  All the earthly priests and sacraments will never take away your sins. God is making one offer only.  He accepts nothing at all except the sacrifice of His own spotless Son on the Cross.  
From time to time people will ask me what is the unpardonable sin.  We worry that we might have done something that God is unwilling to forgive.  I tell them plainly, “the willful and informed rejection of Jesus Christ’s suffering sacrifice on the Cross cannot be overlooked by God because it is the only provision for the sin of men. 
There is one other compelling reason why this is such an ominous warning.  The rejection of Christ Work on the Cross is like sticking your finger in the eye of God.  It is like telling the father of a fallen soldier that his son was a fool and died for nothing. Nothing in all the universe will incur the wrath of God the way the deliberate despising of His Pure and Loving Son. 
Jesus was once asked what the greatest commandment of God was.  He responded by saying: 

Matthew 22:37   37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'

Now if this is the greatest commandment it is surely true that the greatest offense is to despise Him.  

Our Confidence is the true source of endurance in this life  35-39
Hebrews 10:35   35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

Jesus Himself has fit you for his presence.  He came to the Cross in order to bring you into the presence of the Father.  This is not just “going to heaven”  It is the call to worship the Savior for His surpassing Love to you.  God is worthy to be worshipped and adored now.   Do not treat it lightly.  In your trials, do not cast away your confidence to go boldly into the presence of your Lord. This is your inheritance as a child of the Living God.  David certainly relished his when he said: 

Psalm 95:1-7   O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.  2 Let us come before His Presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  3 For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all gods,  4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also.  5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.  6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Exercising our ability to come into the presence of Jesus is the source or our endurance in this world.  Do not take this lightly.  You can endure anything when you are in love with Jesus Christ.  We have need of endurance for sure.
Hebrews 10:36-37  36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.
Endurance: The characteristic of a man who is unswerving from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings:

Where does endurance in earthly trials come from?  Have you ever known someone who seemed to be able to endure the greatest of hardships without murmuring?  I know people like this who actually rejoice and are a source of joy and delight for everyone they know. 
What is it that is promised?: 

· It is the coming of our Savior for us.  It is the “taking up of the church” and the resurrection of the dead in Christ.  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  6 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

· It is the full likeness of our Savior transforming us.  

1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
CONCLUSION

Why would I want to preach this text:  So that you will make the worship of Christ your priority in life and not just your obedience to Him.  God is your Father.  Christ has made you His children and fit you for His worship.  I want you to desire the joy of His presence and to be transformed by beholding His Glory in the Scripture and in your worship.  I want you to Love Jesus by comprehending His Love for you. 

Ask for a verdict:  Have you cast this great and life changing gift aside?  How long has it been since you went alone with the Bible to speak to Christ for some reason other than a request?  The Word of God is calling you to enter His presence for worship.  Not to do so is to cast away your confidence.  Christ died to give you this great gift.  The Father is worthy of your worship and seeks it.  
John 4:23-24  23 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
What can you do this week?  Today…ask God to draw you into His presence and while you are there tell Him what you think of Him.  This is worship.  It is your confidence.  Do not cast it away.  Be like the Psalmist who said: 
Psalm 96:1-13  Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day.  3 Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all the peoples.  4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods.  5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens.  6 Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; Bring an offering and come into His courts.  9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.  10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity."  11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; Let the sea roar, and all it contains;  12 Let the field exult, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy  13 Before the LORD, for He is coming, For He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness And the peoples in His faithfulness.
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