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Introduction:

Solomon wrote two very insightful proverbs concerning the subject we are considering this morning. 
Proverbs 16:28  28 A perverse man spreads strife, And a slanderer separates intimate friends.

Proverbs 17:9  9 He who conceals a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats a matter separates intimate friends.

In these verses the King warns of the grief of alienation.  Men or women who were once friends with tender affection and loyalty toward one another are now separated and hostile.  Webster says that alienation describes the abandonment of a once cherished relationship.  
Why do husbands and wives, who have pledged their faithfulness, left father and mother and agreed before God to love, cherish, and obey one another, end up such bitter enemies that they need lawyers to fight for them or else there would surely be bloodshed…and there is no fight quite like a church fight.  Men who once came as brothers and sisters before the throne of their common father now hate with an unspeakable kind of hatred.  What is going on here.  People at the elks club don’t seem to hate each other this way. Why are men so prone to alienation?
Because it is the work of Satan. Satan is the ultimate slanderer and hater of men.  Now when we say something like this we are in no way excusing ourselves, but we should be aware that Satan has worked to alienate men from God and one another from the very beginning.  Just a few examples should suffice.  

Genesis 2:23-24  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.
God has created Adam and Eve in His own image and in perfect unity and harmony with Himself and one another.  Satan works almost immediately to alienate Eve from God by accusing God of evil. Eve entices Adam who willfully went against God and ultimately every one is alienated from one another.  Adam and Eve had two sons and one killed the other.  The rest is “history.”
Now what would the world be like without alienation?  We would actually trust one another again.  We would not suspect the motives of family, friends and neighbors.  We would desire only the best for one another and would never think of doing or saying anything that might alienate other people from one another.  In short. there would be a blessed unity and peace among men. 

The Proposition:  Reconciliation is the reversal of alienation and that is the subject of our text this morning.  Because of the Cross, you are first reconciled to God and then to one another.
Jesus came to reverse the work of Satan.  While Satan sought to vandalize the image of God in man, Christ restores it by washing us and sanctifying us for God’s presence.  Once reconciled to God the marvelous transformation of our lives begins. 
You need to know this because God is calling you into His presence to serve Him in worship and you do not feel fit to go.   You need to know this because there are people in you life from whom you are estranged.  There will be opportunities in our church for you to hate and hurt one another.  Will you take them?  Will you consider the source of such temptations and resist Satan as he seeks to alienate you from loved ones, children, parents and brothers and sisters in Christ? 
Because we are both sanctified and perfected by the cross of Christ we have boldness to do two extraordinary things. 
· Because Christ has reconciled us to God and we can and must draw near Him

· Because our reconciliation with God extends to our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can and must draw near to one another.  
Christ has reconciled us to God for the purpose of service  
Hebrews 10:19-23  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  

We have Confidence: We have boldness to enter and confidence to speak. Every allusion here is to worship.  The Scripture systematically speaks of our standing in His presence and how it was obtained for us by Christ. This speaks of belonging.  Of permission to speak freely.  Fear is banished because of the Cross work of Christ.  
Inaugurated: The way back to God’s presence was initiated by Christ.  God the Son became a flesh and blood man and then returned to the presence of the Father as a man.  
”Christ brought God down to man and then took man back to God.” 
The way is “new” and “living”:  Almost a contradiction of terms.  New means “newly slaughtered, but never the less “living.”  He was the pure lamb of God sacrificed for your sins, but God raised Him from the dead.  This is only true of Christ.  No religion, doctrine or moral practice could accomplish such a feat. 
· It is also the only way.  “The way” is a road leading somewhere.  There are not many roads.  There is only this one road.  

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Through the veil:  This is the word used for the veil in the temple that separated man from the presence of the Father.  The Body of Jesus was that veil.  On one side is sinful and hopeless men…on the other is a holy and righteous God.  Christ was both man and God and therefore bridged the gap into the presence of the Father.  Those who come to Christ are His brothers and therefore able to enter the house freely.  Human flesh is not evil.  Christ used it to become our one and only way into heaven. 
We have a great priest.  The Priest has gone in before us and prepared the way.  All the sacrifices have been offered and accepted.  All sin is washed away.  The elect are set apart for God’s purpose and are fully complete in His sight.  Our standing is that of sons and priests forever.  
The house of God:  This is the church.  It is His church.  He owns it because He paid for it. As the owner He also builds it as He sees fit.  It is you and me friends.  It has almost nothing to do with what men typically think of as the church today.   The church consists of  human beings for whom He died.  It is a household that Christ is constructing in this age. 
Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
Hebrews 3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
Ephesians 2:21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,

Let us Draw Near:  We have been fitted and made ready to enter the presence of God.  We can serve at the altar because our Great High Priest has secured our passage into the Presence of God.  This is not merely a drawing near to pray as some have imagined.  It occurs in a passage bristling with priestly imagery. The priest carried on the daily worship of God.  God wants you in His presence.  He has therefore reconciled you and fit you for worship.  
In full assurance of faith:  This is a key phrase because frankly most Christians simply do not know or believe what the Bible is saying here.  Let me state it again:  Christ Jesus has secured your unconditional release from the slave market of sin. He has reconciled you to God at the Cross and has made you a son and thus a member of the household.  He has also fit you to serve in His presence as a priest.  
Having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience:  The ashes of the heifer were used to prepare water to be sprinkled upon the priests for purification. Again Scripture is assuring us that God has prepared you for His presence.  There is nothing left for you to do, but enter to serve Him in worship.  
Hebrews 9:13-14  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Our bodies washed with pure water:  Another allusion to the work of the priest.  
Leviticus 16:4 "He shall put on the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he shall be girded with the linen sash and attired with the linen turban (these are holy garments). Then he shall bathe his body in water and put them on.

Let us hold fast our confession:  Our confession is our agreement with God that everything He says is true.  This is how this works for you.  Regardless of what you have been taught in the past or imagined, you are now going to agree with God that Christ Jesus secured your redemption, regeneration and reconciliation at the Cross.  And because you agree you also obey and come boldly into His presence to worship Him.  You belong there you know.  Do not say, I hope God will be pleased with me for He already is… “in Christ.”  Do not say, “I wish I could serve God in some way.”  God is not served with human hands. [Acts 17:25]  He can be served by your worship.  Go boldly into His presence to tell Him of your love, affection and adoration for Him.  Agree once and for all with Him that you are intended to be in His presence. 
He who promised is faithful: This just drives home the point previously made.  We hold fast our confession because God is faithful.  He has said it was secured at the cross.  It does not matter what religion says.  You must do this.  You must be that.  You must attain to this thing or the other.  NO NO NO.  God has said that you are fit.  Confess that you believe Him.  Then act as if you actually do. 
Valid service to God is the worship of Him in, by and through Christ’s work on the Cross. God is not in need of anything that man can do or provide in the way of service [as we normally understand it]  What God desires is worship from you. Because of our desperate fallen state, He had to restore us and then reconcile us so that we could worship Him.  The service God desires is not something you do.  It is the giving of yourselves to Him.  The placing  of your life into your life givers hands.  Notice how this is developed in Romans. 
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

· By the mercies of God:  He alone redeemed you and washed you

· Our lives are living, holy and acceptable to God in Christ
· Giving ourselves to God is our true worship 
· God Himself will then transform you. [“transformed” is passive.  i.e. “let yourself be transformed”]
· You will experience the will of God and find it to be good, acceptable and complete

If Christ can reconcile us to The Father when we were so morally bankrupt and fit us to serve Him at the same time, He can easily perform this other great miracle.  He fits us to serve one another in His body.  God takes great pleasure in this as we will see. You,  my friends are fit to serve God in heaven and your fellow believers on Earth. 
Christ has reconciled us to One Another for service. 
Hebrews 10:24-25  24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

Scripture puts these acts of service in their proper order.  It is a logical and a practical order. It is now time to think about one another. It is not time to think about some disembodied organization that has come to be known as “the church.”  The church meets in various places.  Sometimes in “churchy” buildings, but neither the organization nor the building are “the church.”  It is unworthy of the text of Scripture to say that this passage is calling for attendance at the services. 

So…what is the call of the Bible here?  We are to consider one another. 

Consider: “to fix your mind and eyes upon.”  But, what are we to consider?  Are we to choose service from a spiritual smorgasbord of “things to do?”  What is it that believers are supposed to consider in this context?  Our text is plain enough.  
One another:  We are to consider one another.  This is a family exhortation.  We are to consider how to provoke or stir up one another to love and do good works.  This is a familiar theme in the New Testament.  Christ is concerned about His people not about the organizations they tend to build and glory in.  Here is a small sampling of what we are supposed to do to and for one another. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;
1 Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.
1 Thessalonians 5:15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.
James 4:11 Do not speak against one another, brethren.
James 5:9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.
1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

Stimulate one another to love and good deeds: Can be translated “provoke.”  This is a stronger word and usually negative, but here it speaks of the urgency of encouraging one another to love God and imitate Him as well.   Good works are the hallmark of a believer every bit as much as love.  Ultimately these give glory to God. 
Matthew 5:16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Is the glory and beauty of Christ driving you?  Is Christ your source of joy and delight in this world?  Do you want Him to be esteemed and glorified as He deserves?  Then the family of believers is the place to begin.  The provocation spoken of here has a subtle concept behind it.  We provoke certain actions when people observe them in us.  You can never provoke a man to trust Christ if you do not do it yourself.  On the other hand the best way to learn to trust Christ is to be close to someone who does.  This is the circle of fellowship.  What we need, in this area, we receive from others. What they need, they receive from us.  God has willed this to be so.   
Not forsaking our assembling together: Let’s think through what is being said here now.  This is not a call for more church attendance.  Someone has said that “spending a Sunday in church will not make you a Christian anymore than spending a night in a garage will make you a car.”  God is not issuing a call to more fervent church attendance.  He is instead calling His children to build one another up in love and Christ Glorifying good works.  A “full” church can be a very very dead church.  
On the other hand:  Withdrawal from the rest of the believers is fraught with danger.  God, as we have already seen intends to reveal Himself in the world through the family of believers.  It is precisely for this reason that no one has everything they need.  I certainly do not.  We imagine falsely that other Christians are self contained.  Please note that you cannot fulfill God’s purpose in your life if you hold yourself back from active participation and intimate fellowship with the other believers. The fellowship of believers is the way this is to take place in your life.  
But encouraging:  This word means to “be by someone’s side”  Friends that never visit and never invite actually discourage us…do they not?  I miss you.  Come and eat with me.  Let’s go out to dinner.  Let’s take a walk.  Let’s pray together or go visit another brother or sister who is discouraged.  These are the actual things that the Scripture has in mind here. Church attendance is a very poor substitute for “life in the family.”
And all the more:  Be intent on this.  Grow in this.  Make this a priority in your Christian life. 

CONCLUSION

Why would I want to preach this text?  To encourage you to confidently approach God and have a ministry to one another in the body.  We are welcome in the throne room and in the servant’s quarters. 

Give a sense of finality:  Christ has reconciled you to God so that you may confidently enter His presence to worship.  This worship is your service to God.  He is pleased by your praise and dependence on Him. There the glory of God will transform you. 
Christ has also reconciled you to His other children.  The body of Christ has been designed to meet your spiritual need to grow more Christ like and give more glory to God  in this world.  That which will most fulfill our hunger for God is found in the midst of His true children.  There we provoke others to love Christ more.  We in turn are encouraged all the more toward those good works that reveal Christ in the world.  This is the circle of believers.  
Ask for a verdict:  I want you to consider how you are going to participate in this reality.  
First of all, understand and believe that God has reconciled you to Himself through Christ. You not only can go confidently to praise Him, but your presence is desired there.   
Secondly, many of you have told me that you have a hunger to serve, but cannot discover how to do that.  Let me just ask you right now to consider how you can be closer to others in the family of believers.  I know you are busy.  Perhaps you will have to rearrange your life to make it happen.  God calls you to consider how you will do it not if you will do it. This is a major part of service to God.  Together we burn brighter. Together we have something to bring the new believers into.  Together God will perfect our love for Him and one another.  
1 Peter 1:18-23  18 … you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.   
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