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Introduction:

Imagine that you have never done anything wrong and your conscience is absolutely clear.  You never have to take your foot off the gas when you see a police officer.  You never worry about your boss dropping in un noticed.  In your marriage and family you never worry that you will be rejected or unloved.  What would your life be like if you never obsessed over your own short comings and sins?  Our Scripture this morning addresses our standing with God after we have come to Christ for Salvation.  The Scripture is going to explain this in the overall context of the book of Hebrews.  When we grasp the theme of this book its arguments spring fully to life before our eyes.  Let’s review the central purpose and theme of the Book of Hebrews. 
It is the Supremacy of Christ Jesus.  Hebrews argues that if Jesus is Superior to all other things than He is Supreme.   A certain book may be superior to another, but there might be a new one just around the corner that will be better.  But supremacy fears no contenders.  There can only be one supreme.  Open your Bible and let me take you for a whirlwind tour of the Supremacy of Christ in the book of Hebrews. 
· He is superior to the Prophets:

Hebrews 1:1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

· He is superior to the Angels both in being and name:

Hebrews 1:4   4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 
· He is superior to the Law:
Hebrews 2:2-3   2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,  3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

· He is superior to Moses, the greatest of prophets and “Law Giver”
Hebrews 3:2-4  2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.  3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the house.  4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.

· He is Superior to the Promised Land and the Sabbath Rest:
Hebrews 4:8-11  8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that.  9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.  10 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.

· He is superior to the Priesthood of Israel established by the Law: 
Hebrews 5:5-6   5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";  6 just as He says also in another passage, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."

· He is Superior Abraham who was the Father of the Jews.
Hebrews 7:4-7  4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest spoils.  5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham.  6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises.  7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.

· He is superior to the Covenant of the Old Testament:
Hebrews 8:6-7   6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.  7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second.

· Both He and His offering are superior to the Tabernacle.
Hebrews 9:11  11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  
· His Blood is superior to the blood of goats and bulls:
Hebrews 9:13-14  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God
Our text today tells us that He is superior to everything that the Law of the Old Covenant was trying to point to.  In fact, He is the reality of everything that the Old Testament was foreshadowing.  The Scripture is beating a drum in the Book of Hebrews.  If we pay attention to the Words and arguments of God we will emerge from our confusion over the role of the Old Testament Law in bringing about our perfection.  
Verses 1-4 sum up much of what has been said to this point, so that it can take off again with a vital piece of the puzzle. 
Hebrews 10:1-4  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.  2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?  3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.  4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

This morning we will learn how the redeemed are to be perfected. The Word reveals this with three truths. 

· God never desired the sacrifices men make 
· God  does desire the sacrifice that Christ made
· God Himself perfects His children from the inside out. 
Let’s begin by defining our terms.  
Sanctified means “set apart.”  We belong to God for His purposes and not to the world for their purposes.  Today we will talk about the reality of Sanctification.  We will see that all believers have already been sanctified in Christ.  This is a work accomplished at the cross.   

Perfected means to “make complete.”  God wants to bring you to maturity in Christ.  Little children lack much of what they need to live a full life.  They eat the wrong things, watch the wrong things, they do dangerous things.  They are in need of maturity.  The word perfecting in our passage needs to be understood this way.  

Let me ask you; “Do you sense the need to be “perfected” in your Christian life?”  Do you wish for more peace, less worry, more love, less hostility, more joy, less despondency, more hunger for the Scripture, less hunger for the things of this world?  If you say yes to any of these then you are wishing to be “perfected” as a believer.  
Now,  what is the typical way that we deal with these desires?  Yes…WE TRY HARDER!  We tell ourselves and one another things like this;  “You should not worry.”  You should not be depressed.”  “You should not get angry.”  “You should want to read your Bible more.”   And on and one it goes.  Now I need to ask you at this point if any of this sounds familiar?  Yes…and it falls into the category of things we have heard our entire Christian life. And why have we heard them our entire Christian life?  Because they have never worked so far.  This is the context and the purpose of verses 5-9. God wants us to know again that Christ will do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
God never desired the sacrifices men make 

Hebrews 10:5-9   5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME;  6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE.  7 "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'"  8 After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are offered according to the Law),  9 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the second.
Sacrifice and offering you have not desired:  Why would God say such a thing?  More importantly, why would He put these words into the mouth of His own Son?  A little background is in order here.  
The prophets were always warning the people of the dangers of substituting activities for God.  Believe me when I tell you that the Jews knew that the sacrificial system was not to be used as a substitute for God Himself.  Listen to Isaiah. 
Isaiah 1:11-13  11 "What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.  12 "When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts?  13 "Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and Sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.

It really reached its height in the Northern Kingdom where all love for God seemed to have been replaced by “worship.”
Amos 5:21-24  21 "I hate, I reject your festivals, Nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies.  22 "Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; And I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings.  23 "Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps.  24 "But let justice roll down like waters And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
So we ask, “Why would Christ quote these Old Testament passages?  Because men are always inclined to substitute their activities for their love. 
ILL.  When men do this to their wives the women know it.  How many men, fulfill their duties to their wives without loving them?  They go to work, bring home a check, fix the house and car, but without cherishing their wife. “I have given her everything she wants…why can’t she be happy?  Because she wants you to love her! 
“Not Desired”….”Take No Pleasure in:”  Christ reminds us that the Father did not desire those offerings and that he takes no pleasure in them.  Some say that God did not desire them and took no pleasure in them because the hearts of the worshipers were not turned to Him.  In truth, God never took pleasure in the sacrifice of animals because they were not intended to bring Him pleasure.  God wanted to buy you back from the slave market of sin.  God wanted to redeem you and own your heart.  A goat or bull is an unfit price for one of His “image bearers.” 
If God never desired the sacrifices of men then what did He desire?
God  does desire the sacrifice that Christ made

Hebrews 10:9   9 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the second.

Jesus came to fulfill the will of the Father.  The word “Will” in verse nine is the same as “Desired” in verse five.  “You have not desired sacrifices and offerings, but I have come to do what you desired.”  Isaiah recorded what would please the Father.  It is stunning in its impact. 
Isaiah 53:10-11  10 But the LORD was  pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities.

God, in Christ, acted to obtain you. He acted to set you apart and to perfect you as well. When you come to Christ alone you will never be unloved or spurned.  This is the love of the Cross and it is poured out in our lives.   
Romans 5:5 … the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Jesus validated this truth when he answered the most famous question in the Bible: 
Mark 12:28-30   28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'
This, Israel had been told.  This, they had forgotten.  God was never pleased with the sacrifices of animals.  He took no pleasure in the endless offerings that could never take away your sin.  What pleased Him was to give you His Spotless Son.  To send Him to be a sinless human offering; to crush Him and lay upon His precious back all the filth and sin of men.
This is the key turning point of our message this morning.   If all the sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament never pleased God.  And if the only thing that ever pleased Him was the Work of Christ on the Cross then you need to answer this question. Do you think that we can do something to perfect ourselves?  
ILL.  About 10 years ago now I went through an experience that caused me to imagine that God was displeased with me and had rejected me for any kind of service.  I had been busy, very busy, doing things for God.  I easily worked 80 hours or more a week in full time Christian service.  I preached 6 times a week and taught for another 40 hours a week in a Christian School.  Besides that I did all the visitation and administration of the church and some of the janitorial and maintenance as well.  Surely God would be pleased with such a sacrificial effort on my part. But God took all that from me in a moment.  My world, my self image and my self improvement all crashed to the ground before my eyes. 
For years I questioned God.  “Lord, What did I do to displease you?  What must I do to regain your favor?  All I ever got was silence.  That was because the answer was already given, but never apprehended.  
What pleases God is not what we do.  It is what Christ does and what we are “IN CHRIST.”   When we come to Christ, God is pleased.  The perfecting of our lives is really just the ongoing work of the Cross.  Self effort is the bane of our existence. “Nothing in my hand I bring, only to the cross I cling.  Our Redemption, sanctification and perfection were all purchased at the Cross.  Oh, the love of Christ.  So rich and complete, reaching to the likes of me. If you are looking for something to do for God then   Love the Savior, because He loved you so fully. 
God Himself transforms His children from the inside out. 

The sanctifying of God’s children is His to do just as surely as the redeeming of them.  How easily we humans slip into the same snare of our Old Testament counterparts. All the things men use to make themselves acceptable were never intended for that purpose. God started the process and it is God who finishes it.   
Hebrews 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

Again this word “will” is the same as “desire” in verse 5.  By that “desire of God” He secured your sanctification.  Now lets go through this verse carefully for a moment.  
· What God desired and what Pleased Him was the offering of Christ for you. 
· By this Offering you have been sanctified.  This is a Greek verb that says, “you were sanctified in the past and the results of that are still reality today.”

Verse eleven is not just speaking again of your redemption.  The allusion to the priest and the one time offering of Jesus is for your perfecting…your sanctification.  The Old Covenant priest could never accomplish this.  The OT offering could never accomplish this.  The Old Testament sacrifice could never accomplish this.  But, Jesus did accomplish this and it is so totally completed that He sat down and waited for it all to come to fruition .
Hebrews 10:11-13   .  11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,  13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET.

Your sanctification has been secured at the same time that your redemption was and in exactly the same way.  Christ did it at the cross.  All human striving leaves us feeling a failure.  We need to cease striving and look to Christ to perfect us.   

Hebrews 10:14  14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
The same offering that redeemed you also sanctified you and perfected you. Beloved…I call you this because you are “beloved of God.”  God has already set you apart and perfected you at the cross.  He is in the process of conforming you to Christ image, but it is His process.  Our response is to worship and love Jesus, who so loved us by securing even our Perfecting.  

Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Let’s see how God does this for us and how we enter into this life changing blessing. 
Hebrews 10:15-18    15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,  16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says,  17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

At the Cross, God acted to transform His redeemed,    not just save them.  God makes the covenant. There is no “end of the bargain” for you to uphold.  God simply acts to put His laws upon your heart and mind.  You are now transformed by the life giving work of the Spirit of God. 
And you are forgiven and your sins are forgotten.  In His sight you are clean and pure. 
Verse eighteen simply says this:  “Because God has acted unilaterally to secure you in this way there are no offerings for sin to make.”  You cannot make amends to God.  Christ has already done that for you.
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  The Work of your perfecting, just like the work of your redemption has been already done for you at the Cross.  God did this because He knew you could never do it.  When we seek to do it ourselves one of two things happen: 
· We live lives of dismal failure and grief as Christians

· We live lives of pride, self-righteousness and a judgmental spirit. 
I think you can see how neither of these can bring glory to Christ.  

ILL.  What do you think of when I use the term “people pleaser?”   Do you think of someone who lives with the gnawing fear that others do not like them and they are not acceptable to people they really want to care for them. They work frantically to please others because they have no sense of acceptance.  The harder they try the less success they seem to have.  Even when they are loved and accepted they often imagine that they are not.  
This is the life of those who seek to perfect themselves in the sight of God.  You are already accepted by God in Christ.  This does not grant license to sin because of the miracle of transformation that God gives at the exact same moment of our redemption. 
Romans 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  

Ask for a verdict:  I want to ask you to stop struggling to do what Christ has already done.  Do not squander your life seeking God’s acceptance when He has already granted it.  

ILL.  Babies are fully human.  They have all their component parts.  We might even say they are “perfect.”  And they are certainly accepted in the family even though they keep us up at night, cry a lot, and as they grow are expensive and time consuming.  No one ever says,  I will be glad when this child grows up so that I can accept them as my dear children and love them fully.  
Beloved, You are already His workmanship.  He created you to do good works and predestined them to be done.  I want you to believe God when He says that you are accepted in Christ.  Make up your mind right now to worship Jesus for loving you this way.  That desire to please God….that is what He Himself wrote on your heart.  So draw near to Him in worship and loving adoration.  God has acted to love you this way.  Do not turn to self effort and hope in things never intended by God to perfect you.  There is actually something that you can do and I want to leave it with you this morning: 

“LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.”
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