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Introduction:

Some of my favorite mystery stories begin with several people seated in a paneled office in front of a large wooden desk.  The author describes each person in some detail.  The people are vastly different just like you would expect to find in almost all extended families.  Behind the desk sits a somber man in a three piece suit who begins by saying, “today we are gathered for the reading of the last will and testament of …”  
We are about to find out so many fascinating things! We will discover who the deceased really cherished.  We will soon know how much money he actually had.  We will find out who inherits and who receives nothing or just a perfunctory mention. 

Do you have a will?  We all know what we mean by this question.  We are not referring to that part of our personality that wants things.  We mean, “have you ever written out your desires for the disposition of your property to your heirs.”   We also know that  this is a legal document that is only valid when we die.  It becomes binding at that moment.  Until then you can change it any way you please. 
Now, what if I told you that God also has a will.  In it He describes His heirs and what they will receive.  Like any will,  it becomes valid when someone dies.  Just like the will in my mystery story, we can also discover great and wondrous things about God Himself.  Who does He cherish.  How rich is He…really.  Our text this morning reveals who died,  how this will was put into effect. and most importantly, who are the heirs?”  
If you were named as an heir wouldn’t you want to know if this will was legal and binding?  Will you actually receive the inheritance that was intended for you?  Our text will answer these five questions. 
· Are we named in the will?

· Is this will legally binding?

· Why was the first will broken?

· Can this new will be broken?
· How can I be an heir if I am not related to the deceased?

Are we named as heirs in the will? [15]
Hebrews 9:15  15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
“The reason” mentioned here is found in the previous verse. [9:14] Christ has cleansed, not only our sins, but our hearts.  He has washed us internally and not just outwardly or religiously.  He did this by becoming the sacrifice for our sins.  How is Christ’s blood so superior to that of goats and bulls?  Let me ask you this: Would you trade a human baby for a lamb?  Of course not!  A lamb, even a spotless beautiful one is not the proper price for a human life. The Blood of animals only prefigured the final and sufficient price for your sin.  It would be the innocent blood of another human.  Jesus the sinless offering for your sin. 

Mediator:   Is a “go between.”  He resolves the impasse, negotiates the price of the settlement and fairly represents both parties.  You cannot be the mediator in your own case.  It needs to be someone who can belong equally and fairly to both parties. Jesus was fully God, having total equality with God.  He was also fully man.  Born of a woman. Having a complete human nature, Jesus was not pretending to be a man.  Paul understood the vital nature of this when he told Timothy: 
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
A new covenant:  The word used here does double duty.  It can mean a contract but it is also used to describe a will and testament.  In this passage that is clearly the use of it.  Here a death has taken place and as a result there are men and women who are going to receive an inheritance.  The use of “Covenant” here is referring to a “will.” 
The redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant:  Have you ever wondered how people were actually saved in the Old Testament?  Well, they were saved by the blood of Christ shed on the Cross.  The difference is that it was a promised sacrifice which the faithful believed.  This verse tells us that the first order of business on the cross was the purchase of all those who sinned under the first covenant. What a gloriously sufficient Savior.  His Sacrifice extends outward from the cross to all men who have ever trusted God.  Dear friends, do not imagine for one moment that any sin you have committed is not under the blood of Christ if you have fled to Him alone for your salvation. 
The promise of the eternal inheritance:  Those who have responded to the call of God to believe are His heirs.  There is no chance that this will can be contested or broken.  And that brings us to our next point. 
Is this will legally binding? [16-17]
Hebrews 9:16-17  16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it.  17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives.

Yes.  It is in force because the person who made it died.  This is a most remarkable truth to ponder.  We need to let it impact us fully for a moment.  God, wrote a will and put you in it as His heir.  He then became a human man [without sin] and died in order to put it into effect and give you your inheritance.  The Scripture affirms that the Will is in force because the writer of it died. 
Why was the first one broken? [18-23]
Hebrews 9:18-23   18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.  19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,  20 saying, "THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU."  21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood.  22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
He took the blood of calves and goats:  The first will was initiated with blood, but not with human blood.  We have already asked the question, “Is a calve or goat a sufficient price for a human life?”  The answer is no.  In spite of the lunatic fringe that sees animals as of equal or greater value than humans, most people intuitively know the answer to this question. 
Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness:  God required all the articles in the tabernacle and the tabernacle itself to be sprinkled with the blood.  This was the foreshadowing of the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, which was still to come. 
The copies of the things in the heavens: As we have seen already, the worship ordained by God was a copy of the reality that would be performed by Jesus Christ.  

The first will was broken because it was not initiated by the death of the one who wrote it.  It was a copy.  It was a shadow.  It was a reminder of sin, but never a definitive remedy for sin. 

· Are we named in this will?  Yes.
· Is this will legally binding?  Absolutely!  Because the one who wrote it died.

· Why was the first will broken?  Because the one who wrote it had not died.  Animals died, but the mediator of the will had not yet died. 
Now we want to know, and rightly so, 
Can this “New Will” be challenged, changed or broken? [24-26]
Hebrews 9:24-26  24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood that is not his own.  26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
In a way we have already answered this question, but our text gets more precise.  God wants to make this point strongly.  Everything about Jesus was superior to the Old Covenant. 
· The Earthly tabernacle was made with hands [human hands]  The Heavenly one was made by God. 
· The Earthly Tabernacle was a copy.  The Heavenly one is the “True One.”
· The Earthly Sacrifice was offered often [It was never sufficient] The Sacrifice of Christ was offered exactly once.  Christ suffered exactly once.
Put away sin: This is a word that means annulled or even abolished.  At the Cross Jesus abolished the reign of sin over men.  Christ brought life to men who were dead in trespasses and sin. This is an amazing statement and somewhat confusing because sin still appears to reign over men.  So what exactly has happened at the cross? The last two verses answer the final question. 
If we are not related to the deceased how can we be heirs? [27-28]

These two verses need to be understood this way:  God is comparing the death of ordinary men with the death of Christ.  Just as all men die and then face judgment so Christ died and faced judgment.  The difference however is very significant.  

Hebrews 9:27 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  

Appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment:  When you die without Christ you will face judgment for your own sin.  This is true of all men without Christ. No one will escape this final judgment and the outcome is already decreed.  

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We become heirs because we become children of God.  When Christ entered into judgment for your sin the penalty for sin was paid and God was satisfied.  In God’s Will we were named as the heirs….only the writer of the will had to die before it went into force.
Romans 8:16-17  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Hebrews 9:28  28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.  

So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many:  Jesus died and faced the judgment of God on your behalf.  Salvation involves receiving this gift of Christ.  No one can say they are righteous and did not need for Him to die for you.  Embracing Christ as the sole solution for your sin is God’s remedy for your eternal soul. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of men.  He was a sinless man.  The penalty of sin is now paid and all those who come to Christ in faith will have His righteousness applied to their account.   
Appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin:  This is the answer to the question we asked just a moment ago.  How exactly did Christ abolish sin at the cross?  There sure seems to be a lot of it floating around still.  
Jesus is coming again. As a believer you have been saved:

· From the Penalty of your sin.  You are now a child of God and an heir of God
· From the Power of your sin. Through the indwelling work of the Spirit you can have freedom from the power of sin in your life.  The Spirit produces Love, Joy, Peace and the like.  We still struggle to live in dependence upon the Spirit but the truth is God has made a provision for us to be delivered from the Power of Sin. 

At the second coming of Christ we will be delivered from the Presence of Sin.  This is our hope in this life as we live in dependence upon Christ.  He is coming to take us out of this sin soaked world and into His glorious presence.  This next coming is solely for glory. It is for the final crushing of sin in all its forms. 
1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

To those who eagerly await Him:  Yes we do struggle in this life.  We have trouble living for Christ. We are often sick, depressed and anxious.  The solution is not the world’s remedy.  The solution is to eagerly await Christ who is coming with ultimate deliverance from sin and all its bitter companions. 
CONCLUSION

We have asked and hopefully answered these questions today: 

· Are we named in the will?  Yes.

· Is this will legally binding? Absolutely, because the writer of it died. 

· Why was the first will broken? Because the writer had not died yet.

· Can this new will be broken? No!  Because this one was instituted and mediated by the writer Himself.  He is the Sovereign God and no one can break His power and certainly not His Will. 
· How can I be an heir if I am not related to the deceased?  Simple…We are related. Because Christ has made us His Children through faith in Him alone. 
God wants you to know that you are not getting religion or embracing a creed when you come to Christ.  You are becoming one of God’s family members.  

Hebrews 2:10-14   10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."  

Come to the Savior for more than salvation.  Come for love, intimacy and joy.  Be assured of eternal inheritance as a dear child of God. 

Give a sense of finality;  Just as someone’s death puts a will into force, so the death of Christ put the “New Will” of God into force.  He had already written the names of the heirs.  All who come to Him by faith in Christ are included in the reading and receiving of the riches.  Is this your relationship with God?  Do you linger in His presence for the pure joy of it?  Or are we more likely to keep your distance in the hopes that you will not incur His anger for your sin, failure and frailty?  
Christ died to make you a child of God, not just to save you from Hell.  Families have children and they have a Father. Children don’t have to be clever, good looking, smart, talented or have their own resources.  All you have to do is “be.”  So it is with God’s family.   
Jesus died to bring you into the family.  Nothing could be clearer from the Scripture.  Why live on the street?  Why avoid the Father’s presence?  

What ever you face this week,  know this:  You are named in the will.  You are heir to the promise and the promise is eternal life with God in Christ.  The blessings of heaven are going to flow to you.  This is not all there is.  This life with its struggles and disappointments are not all you get.  You get Christ, Heaven and all it contains. Don’t settle for less than the riches of God in Christ.
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