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Introduction:

I recently watched a young mother struggling through a store with two small children.  One was in a stroller and the other was about three years old.  What fascinated me about this scene was this:  The three year old was pushing the stroller from between her Mom’s legs.  It was a little beyond her abilities so Mom had to reach over constantly to get things back on track. They managed to go about 15 feet in the few minutes that I watched.  At this rate, I remember thinking, it is going to be a very long time before Mom gets her shopping done and gets back in the car. 
My mind wondered back to all the times my own boys had wanted to hammer the nails, run the lawnmower, use the log splitter or drive the car.  I remembered Ginny asking how long it would take me to complete a project.  I replied, “one hour…90 minutes if Jason helps me.”  
Kids want to get into the game.  They want to do the things that adults do.  Eventually, that little girl will push her own child through the store.  My son was fixing my car for me by the time he was 14.  This is a proper response to life.  We don’t just watch life as we grow up, but we participate in it.  
Let me ask you this; Is Christianity a “spectator sport” or can we kids actually get into the action?  By comparing the Old Covenant with the New Covenant in the book of Hebrews we discover that God intended for believers to be more than spectators.    
Now we are all familiar with the terms “Old Testament” and “New Testament,”  but have you ever wondered what they mean?  “Testament” is an old English word that means “covenant.”   Both words describe a binding legal document that must be honored by those who enter into it.  We still retain the word today when we say “Last Will and Testament.”  That is a binding legal document.  

The book of Hebrews explains why the “Old is Old” and the “New is New.” The Bible actually uses the term “Covenant” instead of “Testament.”  The text this morning will answer this vital question: “Did God save me for some purpose?”   Let me put this in a way that will mesh with the scene I observed in the store recently. “Is there anything I get to do Lord or am I just a spectator in this life.”  The normal healthy child wants to participate in life.  The normal healthy Christian desires something meaningful in their daily Christian life. “Is there anything that God wants us to do.”  
Satan works to persuade men that they are unfit for service.  Only “the few,” “the educated,” “the gifted” are granted this high privilege of service, but Scripture teaches that you have been washed in the blood of Christ for service. 
I want to show you three things in the Scripture this morning; 
· Why the Old Covenant rendered everyone a spectator
· How the New Covenant equips you to serve God

· How you can and should serve the Living God. 

Take your Bibles now and turn to Hebrews 8. We will shortly go into chapter nine.  

Hebrews 8:7-9  7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second.  8 For finding fault with them, He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH;  9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD. 
The Old Covenant was seriously flawed because the people did not keep it.  God promised blessings if they would obey Him, but they did not.  Scripture tells us clearly that they unable to obey the Law of God.  They were spiritually incapable.  

Romans 8:7-8  7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

The Old Covenant Made Men Spectators rather than participants 

The Worship was regulated:  Every detail of this first covenant was regulated by God.  Nothing was left to the imagination of men.  Now, I have a question: “Why would God go to this much trouble to set up a system of worship under the first covenant that was insufficient for the needs of the worshipers?  Think with me now for a moment.  God prescribed every detail of this entire system, but the Bible is telling us that it was inadequate for the needs of the worshipers.  If it was going to be inadequate anyway, why not allow men to do it themselves rather than regulate every single detail?

Because, its purpose was to point to Christ.  Only God knew how He planned to redeem His people.  The purpose of the Old Covenant was not to perfect men, but to point to Christ.  This simple revelation will explain all the conflicts and struggles men now have with the law and its purposes.  God designed a system that could not take away sins because it was never intended to.  Never ever was it intended to take away sins.  It was intended to point men to Jesus the Messiah. Notice how the Old Covenant accomplished this. 
The Symbols were Precise:
Hebrews 9:1-5 Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary.  2 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  3 Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies,  4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant;  5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

The arrangement and setting up of the tabernacle itself along with every piece of furniture had meaning.  The tabernacle was pitched within a courtyard.  I want to tell you a little about the courtyard before we go right to verse 2.  In the courtyard was a bronze altar.  On it the sacrificial animal was tied and then sacrificed. It is the picture of Christ, our sacrifice for sin. His blood was shed outside the city. Christ suffered outside of the presence of God.  He suffered there for your sin. 
Hebrews 13:11-12   11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp.  12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
This brings us to the entrance of the tabernacle itself. The Scripture mentions 4 items.   
· The Lampstand:  This provided light within the Holy Place.  Jesus said, 
John 8:12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

· The Table and its bread: There were twelve loaves placed here every Sabbath.  The priests would eat the old loaves when the new ones were placed. [Lev. 24:5-8]  Jesus said, 
John 6:51 "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh."
· The Altar of Incense:  The incense went up to heaven as a symbol of prayer and intercession to God. Jesus intercedes for us in prayer to the Father…even now. 
Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
· The Ark of the Covenant:  Here the high priest would enter once a year to make an atonement for the sins of the people.  The lid was the mercy seat, The Cherubim hovered over the presence of God.  
Hebrews 9:24  24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
The Sacrifice was repeated endlessly and the Sanctuary was off limits
Hebrews 9:7 but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.
These sacrifices go on day in and day out.  It is a continual offering because it can never change the worshiper.  Israel needed a constant reminder of her dependence on God.  The people brought the sacrifice, but only the priest could serve God at the altar.
The Old Covenant could not fit men for service because they were never really cleansed.  Their sin debt was never truly paid, only covered over until the time of Christ. Our text clarifies what God was doing with the Old Covenant. 
Hebrews 9:8-10   8 The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing,  9 which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  10 since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation.
God commanded all these things under the Old Covenant to make this point:  The way back to God was not open.  And it is still unopened today to all seeking to return through religion and other moral schemes.  Even God Ordained Religion, like that found under the Old Covenant, barred the way to God.  Why? Because God is intent on making Jesus Christ the centerpiece of redemption.  Salvation and Eternal life will never be obtained by men.   Only Christ and Only Faith in Christ will bring you into the presence of God. 
Hebrews 8:10-13 explains the provisions for this New Covenant.  
Hebrews 8:10-13    10 "FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  11 "AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.  12 "FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE."  13 When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.
The way back to God is now open through Christ. 
	THE OLD COVENANT
	THE NEW COVENANT

	“The Old” imposed The Law of God from outside. 
	“The New” writes God’s righteous laws on our hearts.

	“The Old” exhorts men to know God 
	“The New” makes God known 

	“The Old” remembers the sins of the People
	“The New” Forgets our sins. 



	“The Old” is obsolete
	“The New” is vibrant and living


The New Covenant  Now Makes Men Servants of the Living God 

The Symbols of the Old Covenant are fulfilled in Christ:  All the carefully designed rituals of Old Covenant Worship have reached their fulfillment in Christ.  

Hebrews 9:11  11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;
All the hopes of Old Covenant Saints became realities in Christ:  The Old Covenant held out a hope to the faithful.  Those who believed the Prophets of God knew that there was a Messiah coming who would take away their sin.  
Daniel 9:24 "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. [The Messiah] 
Isaiah 53:5 …He [The Messiah] was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
These faithful Old Covenant Saints died still hoping in Christ.  The Old never perfected them, but it revealed the coming Messiah to them. Speaking of them Hebrews says,
Hebrews 11:39-40   39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,  40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.
The Old Covenant Offering for sin is now Fulfilled in Christ: What Christ did, does not point to anything else.  Everything instead, points to the cross.  The Old Covenant looks forward to the Cross and the New Covenant basks in it.  At the Cross, Jesus obtained our eternal redemption and all our present and eternal blessings.  
Hebrews 9:12 12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
At the beginning I asked this question: “Did God save me for some purpose?” 
Hebrews 9:13-14  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
The Saints are cleansed for service. 
God’s Word tells us that Christ redeemed you and then cleansed your conscience to “serve Him.”  Now I want you to think seriously with me about this “service” for a moment and stop saying things like, “I am not suited for any kind of Christian Service that I have ever heard of or seen.”  Stop that right now and let me tell you what Christ has prepared you for.  Let me begin by sharing with you two other places where this Greek word translated “service” appears in the Scripture. 
Hebrews 9:6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship,  The word translated service in verse 14 is also translated “divine worship” in verse six.  
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  
Service does not ever start with enlisting for some church related activity.  No, you are a servant of the Living God before you ever set your hand to the smallest earthly task in His church.  The service of verse 14 is service at the altar. It is worship in His presence. 
What this verse says is that, at the Cross, Christ Himself, fit you to worship in His presence.  He alone has washed your sin and cleansed your conscience. Now this is crucial:  He has equipped you with everything you need to serve Him.  The Priest washed with water, offered innocent blood on the alter, entered by the light of the candlestick, ate the bread and offered the incense of prayer. He followed every ritual of the Old Covenant in order to appear before God and worship.  At the Cross He purified your conscience, enabling you, to come and worship.   
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  All striving for God is over at the Cross.  I really don’t know how I can say this more forcefully.  There is nothing you need do but come to the Savior. 
John MacArthur tells the story of an evangelist who, after a long night of preaching was pulling up the tent stakes when a young man approached him and asked, “What must I do to be saved?”  “It is too late,” the evangelist replied.  “Do you mean it is too late because the services are over?”  “No,” replied the preacher, “I mean it is too late because its already been done.  Everything that could be done for your salvation has already been done.”
Ask for a verdict:  Now I want to ask you this.  Are you still striving for God?  Have you become convinced that there is no service you can offer to the Living God?  
Let me press this reality home.  Jesus died to fit you for service.  It is service at His feet.  In Christ you are allowed to be there. In fact, it is where you belong. You are washed in His blood.  In  Christ alone you have entered the holy place by the light of His presence and eaten the bread of life on the table and offer your prayers on the altar of incense.   He has made you fit you for His service by washing away your sin.  
They should know and feel what God demand of them:  Stop living the life of a spectator. Come right now into the presence of Christ and worship.  What offering will we bring to one who possesses heaven and earth?  Is there still something that would be a suitable sacrifice of worship?  Yes.  There is something that is fit for the worship of the Lord of Creation and you actually possess it.  He made it in His image and gave it to you. It is yours to do with as you please.  You may use it for your own purposes.  He has given you that freedom. Or you may give it over fully to Him.  This is the service of the saints at the feet of Christ. 
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
This is how the redeemed worship. You are able to serve God, but are you willing?  Would you trust the one who redeemed you with your most treasured possession…your life?  God is calling you to worship by giving yourself to Him.  This is why God cleansed you. The words of Christ need to impress us once more today. 
John 4:23  23 … an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.
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