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INTRODUCTION:
I often stay up late on Election night because I want to know the outcome.  It is not just that I am loyal to the party, or its ideas.  I have actually come to some settled opinions over the course of the campaign about the character of the men that are running for office. 
I know that leaders set the tone and direction for those they lead.  In the case of a president or governor, I desire to see those who cherish life and protect the innocent.  I want a man who thinks that all human life is sacred as are the institutions of family and church.  I know that 8 years of immoral behavior and unbelief will severely harm the moral fiber of the nation.  This was true in Israel also.  The King set the standard for the morality of the Nation. 
Perhaps you have been in a church that replaced their pastor.  Pastors leave for a variety of reasons and there is always anxiety about who will take his place. Will he be a godly man with a shepherd’s heart?   
These Hebrew believers were suffering many of these same anxieties.  They were in the  Roman empire and were therefore under very godless political leadership just like modern America.  They have also been kicked out of their “church” [so to speak].  All the old familiar rituals and customs had been denied them.  It seems to them that all they have is Christ Jesus.  
I believe The Holy Spirit writes this passage to show them that they have not been shortchanged by belonging to Christ.  In reality, God has become for them, A perfect High Priest and a Gloriously Sovereign King.  They, like us, should never fix their hope on the things in this world. They are cheap tawdry imitations of  Jesus Christ, The Son of the Living God.  In this passage, The Holy Spirit presses this argument for the sufficiency and excellency of  Jesus by showing us that Christ is
· The perfect High Priest

· The sufficient High Priest 

· A Reigning High Priest 

· A ministering High Priest
He is the perfect High Priest

Hebrews 8:1  Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest…
One of the constant accusations against these Hebrew brothers was that they did not have a priest.  Everyone, including them knew that men need a priest. The Scripture has already been speaking of their Great High Priest. Starting in 8:1 God advances His point even further.  The phrase “the main point” is a word sometimes used to describe the “head” or the “Crowning” argument.  The True High Priest of God has been gloriously described in the chapters and verses leading up to this statement, but this is not the beginning of a summary.  It is a further explanation of the superior nature of Christ to all other things on earth and in heaven. God will press His argument that Christ alone is our Great High Priest.  He is not one among many, but singular and Sovereign.  Before we study Him this morning let me make this very important point: 
“Regardless of what you may think: You do need a priest!  Let me say that again.  All men need a priest!”
It is not true that men can go directly to God without a priest.  We may however go directly to our priest.  Let me show you from Scripture.  Speaking of God, Paul says;
1 Timothy 6:15-16  -- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.
A priesthood was established by the Law of Moses, but it was very inadequate. It allowed men to bring an offering for their sins to a priest who would then sacrifice it to God.  God made a provision for sinners to approach Him , but only through a duly appointed man.  Neither the priest nor the sacrifice were ever able to take away sin, only to cover them over.  It was a shadow and not the object casting the shadow. 
Hebrews 10:1  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.
All priesthoods, but Christ’s, are now illegitimate.  They offer bogus sacrifices and false promises.  They hold out counterfeit hope to those seeking to draw near to God.  
Before we see these glorious truths, let me guide you back into Hebrews so that we can recall the things already revealed about Him. 
· He is a High Priest that can sympathize with us because he is fully human. 
Hebrews 2:17-18  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
· He is a High Priest who is faithful to God.  He never shirked his duty.  He offered the sacrifice for your sins and mine. 
Hebrews 3:1-2  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;  2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.
· He is a High Priest who has passed through the heavens and not just through the courts of the earthly  temple. 
Hebrews 4:14  14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

· He is a High Priest who has experienced our temptations and trials.  Because He was fully human He suffered every frailty of humanity.  Fear, grief, pain, exhaustion, hunger and death. His trials were made worse by the fact that He did not succumb to them.  He experienced the full measure of temptation and testing. 
Hebrews 4:15  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

· He is a High Priest appointed directly by God and not the law. 

Hebrews 5:9-10   9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,  10 being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

So then, “To Crown the Argument:”  We Actually Have such a High Priest!  You have a High Priest like this, through whom you may approach God. 
Not only is He the Perfect High Priest He is also the Sufficient one. His perfect character is only made more glorious by His perfect work. 
He is the sufficient High Priest [His ministry is complete]

He has taken His seat:  This is a finished reality.  Jesus has in fact taken His seat.  The earthly priests never ever sat down.  The reason for that is simple; they were never done with their work.  There was not even a place provided in the Tabernacle where they could sit.  

Their offerings served only to remind men of their continual sinful state. The Mass today, claims to offer the literal blood and literal body of Christ day in and day out.  God says it was offered once.  No earthly priest may or even can offer a true sacrifice for your sins.  Jesus did it and He did it only once.  For forgiveness of sins you must come to the cross. There Christ offered a sufficient, one time offering for the sins of men.  If you need relief from your sin don’t trust things that just remind you every time that you are still unwashed.  Christ is finished with suffering, sacrificing and dying.  He is your sufficient High Priest. 
Hebrews 10:11-12  11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 
This is your hope also today.  A finished redemption! It is to be taken by faith not by works.  What you do will not remove your sins.  What Christ did already has.  You must take hold of it by faith and forsake your own efforts to attain it.   When you come to Christ in faith you too will join those who are destined to sit with Him. 
Ephesians 2:4-6  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Perfect character, Perfect work and also Perfect Honor. When He finished the sacrifice for our sins He took His place as our King. 
He is a reigning High Priest 

The right hand of God: Not only is He seated;  as if that were not enough, He is seated at the place of greatest honor.  He is seated at the right hand of God.  Just to stand in such a place was a great honor.  To sit there is almost unthinkable and conveys the thought of “legal heir.” 
This picture was familiar to men and women of the ancient world.  The man seated at the Kings right hand was the next in line to rule.  It was the place of highest honor. 
It also had significance in the everyday legal life of the Jewish people.  In his commentary on Hebrews John MacArthur describes the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council of seventy elders. 
“When the members sat in judgment, a scribe, or secretary, sat on either side of the presiding judge.  The scribe on the left side was responsible for writing condemnations, while the one on the right was responsible for writing acquittals.  Jesus said that He came into the world not to condemn but to save [John 3:17]  As High Priest, He now sits in the place not only of honor and power but of Mercy.  He sits there making intercession [Heb. 7:25]---writing acquittals, as it were, for His Own.”  
Hebrews 7:23-25   23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing,  24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently.  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Now, are you already beginning to feel the anxiety of the upcoming election.  The one who bore our sins on the Cross and has acquitted us by doing so, is actually, even now seated on the throne of the universe.  What the press and the parties do this coming year will not trump our King.  What petty church leaders do to diminish Christ does not decrease His power to make Himself known to His own. 
We proclaim that Jesus is the King of the Universe.  He is therefore able to save those who come to Him.  As sovereign Lord He also keeps us completely by His loving power. 

John 6:39-40  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." 
Our High Priest possesses Perfect character, Perfect work and is given Perfect Honor.  There is one last display of His superior priesthood.  He is the Perfect Minister in the Perfect tabernacle. 
He is a ministering High Priest
Hebrews 8:2  2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.
This is actually the introduction to the points God wishes to make in verses 3-5.  These brothers had been mocked for not having a priest or a temple.  They had been banned and were considered “castaways” in every sense of the word.  They had no one to offer sacrifices and no where to offer them.  
Here God tells them and us of the “true tabernacle.”  This is not saying that the one God designated for the Jews before the cross was “false.”  “True” contrasts with “copy” or “shadow.”  

Hebrews 8:5   5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."
Moses had been instructed to make everything just like the one He “saw” on the mountain.  God was casting shadows.  Now shadows all have certain things in common.  

· They are always in the shape of the object that is casting it.

· They can be recognized in great detail

· They can be easily distorted by our vantage point
· They are never ever actually the object itself

Like everything else in the Law, the tabernacle was not false and it was not bad.  It was a shadow cast by the real object.  That reality is Jesus Christ Himself. 

Jesus is a minister in this tabernacle.  What is He doing there?  Well He is not offering the mass or any other sacrifice for sin.  
Hebrews 10:18-19  8 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,

Here are some of the things He is doing; 

· He is praying for you.

Hebrews 7:25-27  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;  27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.
He even gave us examples of how He would be praying for us in heaven.  Do you have prayer needs?  Do you feel you need someone who actually cares about you?  Jesus Christ the Savior is praying for you. 

John 17:9-10  9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours;  10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.
John 17:15-17  15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

· He is defending you.

Satan knows about your sin as well as you do.  He somehow finds the time to accuse you day and night before God.  He knows the penalty for sin.  He certainly has heard it often enough.  “The wages of sin is death.”  “The soul that sins…it shall die.”  How he delights in pointing out our every defect to the Father. 
Revelation 12:9-10  9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.

Jesus is your defense lawyer.  He pleads your case on His merits and not on your own. Each new charge is answered with the perfect defense.  I myself am the propitiation [payment] for his or her sins. 
1 John 2:1-2  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

· He is preparing a place for you.

John 14:1-3  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
You are not forgotten.  You are not abandon.  Our Great High Priest is preparing a place for our eternal and joyous homecoming.  He will come for us.  We do not need to find the way.  How will a man ever find His way back to God?  Jesus will “pick you up.”  
Conclusion:  We have everything in Jesus.  He is:
The perfect High Priest

The sufficient High Priest 

A Reigning High Priest 

A ministering High Priest

God is pressing His claim in your heart today.  Perhaps you have already perceived it.  He insists that Jesus Christ is all you need.  You cannot trust in any other way for salvation or for your present life.  If Christ is able to get you to heaven He is also able to banish your anxieties and give you great joy and peace in this world. 
The Scripture is asking you to trust Him this way.  This passage is here for that very reason.  Will you allow God to be your sole sufficiency.  Make that determination now not later.  When you pray, before getting out of bed, “Lord, I am totally dependent on you today.”  Just add, “I believe from your word that you are totally able to care for me.”
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