A Better Priest, A Better Covenant, A Better Salvation
Hebrews 7:1-28
Community Bible Church

March 25, 2007
Introduction:

What if I told you that, I know something better than Church.  I know something better than your Bible.  I even know something better than the forgiveness of your sins.  This is how a Jew would have heard the words of the passage we have before us this morning.  

If somebody were to say something like that to you, what would be your response?  Would you come up swinging?  Many New Testament Jews did exactly that.  Would you say defiantly, “Show Me?”  There were some of those around when Hebrews was written and when Paul penned his epistles as well.  But there was another group of people present and listening to the Scripture.  They were a group who the Holy Spirit had prepared to hear the gospel.  Coming forward to our day, they would have said something like this, “Well, church hasn’t done me much good so far.  I am still struggling with my sin and weaknesses in many areas.  I try to understand the Bible, but it all seems so cryptic to me and although I have prayed a prayer of repentance I still feel a guilty failure before God. 
God wants you to know why the trappings of Christianity leave us so dissatisfied.  We are unwilling to admit to such things. When was the last time you heard a Christian at church say something like; “I really don’t like church”  “When I read the Bible I don’t get much out of it.” Or “even though I have prayed to receive Christ and tried to live the Christian life I still feel guilty and depressed over the state of my soul.”  I think I can speak for many when I say we would much rather just have our tongue cut out. 
We are going to see this morning exactly what is better than all these good things we have mentioned.  Perhaps you too have had this experience;  You have gone on a long trip and are finally returning home.  You finally see a road sign that says, “Placerville.”  Although that gives a brief flutter of excitement would you consider pulling over next to the sign saying, “ah Placerville?”  I think not!  How could someone possible be satisfied with the sign itself when Placerville is just up the road.  In the same way, God gave men the road signs pointing to the actual reality.  It is the inclination of men’s heart to stop and ponder the sign.  God calls us to press on toward home.  To the person to whom the sign points, Jesus Christ, God the Son. May God grant us grace and understanding to do so.
This text is in the Bible to show the vast superiority of Christ to Judaism and also to all forms of religion that require men to strive for acceptance with God.  Christ became the fulfillment of all the Jewish religion and ritual.  

Just as the Jews of the Scripture reacted to the gospel, so men today will react when challenged with the clear gospel message of Jesus Christ.  Yes! There is something better than the church.  There is something better than the Bible and there is something better than forgiveness of sins.  There is the God and Savior who provides and breaths life into all three.  The text this morning reveals that:

We have a Better Priest  [The Church]

We have a Better Covenant [The Bible]

We have a Better Salvation [Forgiveness of Sins]

I. We Have A Better Priest 
Hebrews 7:1-2  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, ….. was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace.

God begins by speaking of an extraordinary man who pointed men toward the God-man Christ Jesus. It is hard to imagine how the Bible could be more brief in speaking of this Priest of God. Here is what is said: 
Genesis 14:18-20  18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  19 He blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;  20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." He gave him a tenth of all.

Although David asserts 1000 years later that the Messiah will be a Priest like Melchizedek, nothing more is said about Him for another 1000 years and that is our text this morning.  Four verses spread over 2 millennium, but God had planted the seed that was about to grow into the most spectacular revelation of Himself in History.  Jesus was the Priest to whom Melchizedek pointed.  Let’s see how. 

His Name:

A King is “one that holds a preeminent position; especially : a chief among competitors.”  Melchizedek was the unchallenged King of Righteousness.  Let me tell you what righteousness is in God’s eyes.  It means to be exactly what you ought to be.  It has nothing to do with things we do but with what we are.  Melchizedek is described here as the one who was what He was supposed to be.  
He is also King of Salem.  This was probably the old name for Jerusalem.  You can notice this word in the last two syllable of Jerusalem.  Salem is likely a the word Shalom or Peace.  That is why the Bible just defines it for us.  Melchizedek is “King of Peace.”  So what is peace.  It is such a common word.  It means; freedom from disquieting or oppressive thoughts or emotions. 

What’s in a Name?  A great deal in this name.  The Name of the one who points to Christ means that he is exactly what he is supposed to be and is therefore free from all oppressive thoughts and emotions. 


His Genealogy:

Hebrews 7:3  3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually.

Is this Melchizedek an Old Testament appearance of Christ?  Our text certainly gives us pause to reflect on that possibility, but I do not think this is the case. The phrase “like the Son of God” is a simile and not an equality.  This verse also appears in the middle of a teaching on the earthly, legal requirement for a priest.  The Bible is making the point that the priests of the Law of Moses must be able to account for their fathers, their mothers and their genealogy. Melchizedek was a priest with no recorded information of this type.  He was nevertheless, “A Priest of God” and was chosen by God and not by a genealogy.  Israel got some really bad priests that way, but at least it was legal.   

Melchizedek was a priest of God for all men, not just for Jews because God chose Him before there were even Jews.  He is the example and type of the ultimate Priest that all men need. Jesus, like Melchizedek was chosen directly by God from a line not sanctioned by the law.  [5:6]   

His Standing among men:

Hebrews 7:4-7  4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest spoils.  5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham.  6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises.  7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.
Abraham is the greatest example of faith in the Bible but particularly to Jews. One would expect The Tithe was a religious tax.  God commanded it of the Jews in order to care for a full time priesthood.  The Priesthood in Israel collected the tithe. The Bible argues here that they themselves pay the tithe to Melchizedek because they are the descendents of Abraham. 
To the Jewish readers of this passage, their entire religious life revolved around the priesthood and the sacrifices they offered.  The priests had been appointed by the Law originally from the tribe of Levi and every true priest came from Levi, but the people are not being perfected.  The priest and the temple and the daily offering serve a daily reminder that they are sinners and nothing has ever changed. 
Hebrews 10:11  11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;

Now, was the priesthood and the temple bad?  Absolutely not!  They were inadequate.  The Priests of the Law could never take away sins but we have a Better Priest.  In our day many look to the church for their spiritual fulfillment.  Is the church bad.  Of course not. It is God ordained and Christ owned and built.  It is simply an inadequate substitute for the Savior. 
II. We Have A Better Covenant

Hebrews 7:11-14   11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order of Aaron?  12 For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.  13 For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one has officiated at the altar.  14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.

God’s argument is simple here;  If the priesthood is no longer valid then the law is no longer valid.  The word ‘changed’ here does not mean morphed or altered.  It means replaced with something else.  It would be like “changed oil” or “changed clothes.” The priesthood and the Law are inseparable in the Bible.  The Law is revoked by the coming of Christ for He fulfilled the law.  The priesthood is rendered void because the law is revoked.  All this is part of the Old Covenant.  It is now replaced by the New.  The Scripture goes on in verse 15.  

Hebrews 7:15-16  15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek,  16 who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an indestructible life.  
Not ancestry but Resurrection.  Jesus is declared by an Oath from God the Father to be Our One and Only High Priest.  Not only did God swear an Oath but He also acted to prove definitively that Jesus is His Messiah.  He Raised Him From The Dead. 

Listen to Peter Preach Christ Raised:
Acts 2:29-32  29 "Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  30 "And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,  31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.  32 "This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.


Likewise Paul:

Romans 1:1-4  Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Not by Law but by an Oath;

Hebrews 7:19-22  19 (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 20 And inasmuch as it was not without an oath  21 (for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 'YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER '");  22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

To the Jewish readers of this passage, their entire religious life revolved around their Scripture and The Old Covenant that was codified there, along with its commandments.  
Now, was anything in the Old Covenant that was bad?  Absolutely not!  It was simply inadequate.  The Old Testament simply pointed the way to the fulfillment of the ages.  In our day many look to The Bible for their spiritual fulfillment.  Is their anything in the Bible that is  bad.  Of course not. It is God breathed in its entirety.   It is simply an inadequate substitute for the Savior. 
John 5:39-40  39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.

It is the divinely inspired road sign pointing to the person of Jesus Christ. We have a better covenant. It was consummated at the cross and extended to all who approach in faith.  
Luke 22:20  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
Hebrews 9:15  15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

III. We Have A Better Salvation

Hebrews 7:23-24  3 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing,  24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently.

Those offering the sacrifices for the sins of the people died.  They got old and passed away and were replaced by other inadequate priests who continued to daily offer inadequate sacrifices that served to reveal to the people that they were…inadequate.

Christ is able to save because He Lives! 
Hebrews 7:25  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  

Christ is able to save because He is absolutely holy and sinless:
Hebrews 7:25-27   26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;  27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.  


Christ is able to save because He is  forever perfect:
Hebrews 7:28  28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.
To be “perfect” is to be “adequate.”  What all other things are inadequate for Christ is fully adequate. 
To the Jewish readers of this passage, their entire religious life revolved around their forgiveness through the sacrifices of The Old Covenant. 
Now, was this Old Covenant forgiveness through the animal sacrifices bad?  Absolutely not!  It was simply inadequate.  The Old Testament pointed the way to full salvation in Christ.  In our day many trust a prayer that was prayed or a commitment that was signed.  Is their anything about such things that is bad.  Of course not. They are however, inadequate substitutes for Our Savior. These are often heart motivated responses to the Grace and love of Christ from the cross and not the means of salvation at all.  We have a better salvation. It was secured for us by the Son of the Living God, holy, innocent and undefiled. 
Conclusion:  
Jesus does not merely complete religion; He replaces it. All actions and duties are complete in Him.  Focusing on the road sign can actually contend with His Glory.  Whenever we trust in any other thing we assert that there is something left undone.  
I have sought to incite you to worship Christ as all encompassing and totally sufficient.  The trappings of religion often obscure Christ rather than reveal Him.  He is revealed by the Spirit of God through the Word of God.  
God wants you to know why so much of Christianity leaves us dissatisfied. Like the Jewish believers in our passage, you and I often struggle to make sense out of the things we do.  Why do I come away from church unchanged.  How come the Bible does not thrill me and interest me? And why has my salvation become a formula and not the joy of my life.  Where is God in all this?  Jesus is Better than this mundane spiritual existence that we find engulfing our souls.   
· He is Better than Church, 
· He is Better than the Bible 
· He is Better than our Salvation 
because He is the reality behind every one of them. 
Ask for a verdict:  What is it in your life that you seek to rely on?  Are there things you require to feel completed in your “Christian life.”  All such things are replaced in Christ.  He crushes all idols, both religious and secular, and intends to fill you fully and solely with His own glory.  You may not add Him to your other experiences and actions.  Ask God to reveal to you all things that diminish Him in your life and replace them with the splendor of Jesus, The King of Righteousness and Peace. Exalt Him in your life.  Such a King is worthy to be the sole object of your love and trust. 
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