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Introduction:

Can a person go to church, pledge money, believe in God, live a moral and upright life, make a profession of faith, be baptized and still NOT go to heaven?  If these things don’t reconcile us to God then what on earth will?  There are thousands of religions. Who could possibly know which one is right?  You need to know the answers to these questions.  Your eternal soul hangs in the balance.  Many choose to remain in the dark concerning these things.  They hope that when they die or Christ returns they will simply be able to say that they just never had enough information to make a decision.  But what if God will not accept that answer?  What if He requires men to give an account for their lives?  What if God will not accept even one little sin? Will you be able to pass His test?  
You need to know how God answers these questions. The text we have just read deals with these very issues.  You need to know:  Does Hebrews six teach that believers can lose their salvation?    
Before we get into this controversial passage I want to begin with a few Scriptures that are very clear.  The Bible, God’s revelation to us, sheds light on these less obvious passages. Consider what Jesus clearly taught regarding the possibility of losing any of His precious chosen ones. 
John 6:38-40  38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

Jesus came for you.  He makes it about as clear as possible that He is perfectly able to keep what He came to possess.  Those who look to Him are eternally secure in Him because the Father wills it to be so.  Furthermore, The Father is the Sovereign of Creation. This means that nothing can oppose His will. 
John 10:27-30  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one." 
I have heard it suggested that we may remove ourselves from Christ’s hand, but then that would require us to be stronger than Christ.  It also means that we would not be included in the “no one” of verse 27.  The key thought however here is that “they will never perish.”
Ephesians 1:13-14  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

This “pledge” of verse 14 is a down payment, guaranteeing the full payment.  God seals His own when they come to faith in Him.  He will redeem you fully when He returns to rule in Glory. 
The writer of Hebrews is holding up Christ Jesus as the supreme and only solution for the sins of men.  It is agreed by most, that he is writing to believing Jews, but not only believing Jews. The apostles had heralded Christ to the Jewish community.  They, in turn, have heard the gospel, but not all have turned to Christ.  The Scripture is speaking to believers and unbelievers.  Unsaved Jews and those who think they are OK but are not, will also hear these passages read.  We must consider that among those who have professed Christ there are those who are wavering.  This was a common problem in the first century.  A group known as the Judaizers were on the march.  They taught that Jews must return to the rituals of Judaism in order to please God.  The Hebrew believers were confused.  They had followed the Jewish religion, but had now embraced Jesus as their true Messiah.  How are they to understand the impact that the coming of the Messiah had on their former religious way of life? Therefore we have three groups of people that are being dealt with in this book.

· Believers in Christ, The Jewish Messiah

· Believers in Christ who are considering returning to the Jewish Religion because they are being told that it will make them more complete.

· Unbelievers who have been exposed to all the truths of Christ and yet still have not surrendered their lives to Him.
This portion of the Scripture has been difficult to understand.  I think it can only be understood in the context we have just outlined.  The author is extolling the excellencies and sufficiency of Christ.  He has just spoken of how Jesus is a Priest but not according to the Jewish law.  He will go on in the book to show how Christ fulfilled or brought to completion every aspect of Judaism.  For now however, he is concerned and pauses to deal with four things: 

· The Things that hinder our understanding of God’s truth. 

· The Things that the Hebrews needed to leave behind

· The Things that religious unbelievers are able to experience

· The Things that  provide definitive proof of a person’s spiritual state
The Things that hinder our understanding of Christ. 
Hebrews 5:11-14   11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.  12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

We can see by the pronouns and verbs in the text that the Scripture is addressing its primary audience, believers who have become “dull of hearing.”  They were not always this way.  They “became” this way.  They have not gone on to maturity, but have slipped back toward infancy.  Paul dealt with similar problems among the Galatians. 

Galatians 4:3   3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

Galatians 4:9   9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?

How did this happen?  They turned back to religious rituals and deeds done in the flesh.  They felt that Christ alone was not enough.  They were being lured by false teachers and their own pride to go back to what “they could do.”  
“Elemental” is a word that means the “A B C’s”  The very beginning things that a child is taught.  They are the things that will lead that child to the reality of speech and language.  No one can just learn the alphabet song and not progress from there.  By the same token if you forget the alphabet you will have to learn it again.  
Now the Jewish system was the “elemental things” concerning Christ.  They pointed to the reality that would be found in Jesus the Messiah.  These Hebrews had been shown these truths.  By now they should be able to explain them to others, but instead they have become lazy and sluggish in their love for Christ and are preferring things that only point to Christ.  The Book of Hebrews is lifting up Jesus Christ not Judaism and not even Christianity.  The world needs no religion.  It needs Christ.  He died for the sins of men.  It is trusting in the person and work of Christ that saves a man from eternal hell; not believing doctrines or performing rituals.  Only Christ Himself can save you. 
Hebrews 2:9  9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

Hebrews 4:15 - 5:1  5 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
In the same way Christians in our day look to things that only speak of Christ rather than Christ Himself.  Some people believe that taking the communion will be of more value than a daily life lived in dependence upon Christ.  Why do we believe this?  Because we have trusted in something intended only to direct our attention to Christ and imagined it to be a  meritorious action on our part.  Believe me when I say, God would rather have you thank Him for giving you life.  He would rather hear you say throughout the day, “Lord, thank you for bearing my sins on the cross when I was so unworthy.  Thank you for sustaining me and not judging me as I deserve.”  Trusting in baptism, church membership or any other human action will make you dull of hearing.  This is what the Hebrews had done. 
The things we need to leave behind.  
Hebrews 6:1-3  Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,  2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.  3 And this we will do, if God permits.

Elementary teaching about the Christ:  These are the ABC’s  of Jewish religion that pointed to Christ. This is not the Cross or the Gospel. It is literally “the beginning or first word about Christ.” This is the theme of the entire book.  Hebrews does not say that Judaism was bad.  It says that Christ fulfilled it.  Christ was the reason for Judaism and all its symbols.  
Hebrews 9:11-14  11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Repentance from dead works and of faith toward God:  The law required repentance from the works that produce death.  It called for faith in God.  This is not the gospel message.  Repentance of your sins is a result of salvation, but not a cause of it and faith in God is held by many who will never enter the Kingdom.  This is an ABC.  It was a shadow.  God used it to point to Christ.  Listen to what Paul taught.  He was…. 

Acts 20:21  21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is the Gospel.  Turning from your sin will not save you.  Belief in God will never save you.  Those are false hopes.  Repentance is a “change of mind.”  You need to change your mind about God.  He is everything to you.  He is your only hope of salvation and you must submit to Him.  Believing in God will not save you either.  It is trusting faith in Jesus Christ.  He bore your sins.  He gave Himself up for you.  He is the one and only person who can save you.   
Instruction about washings:  Washings are not baptisms.  This is not the typical word for baptism although it is related.  This word is used in: 
Mark 7:4  4 and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.)

Hebrews 9:9-10  9 which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  10 since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation.
Laying on of hands:  Again a reference to Jewish ritual designed only to foreshadow Jesus Christ. 

Leviticus 1:4  4 'He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf.

Resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment:  The Jews new about resurrection and judgment.  
Daniel 12:2  2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

But Jesus fulfilled those promises.  He was the source of all life.  He was and is the Creator.  If you will live in Eternity it will be because you abandon all hope in this world and embrace Christ alone as the sole remedy for your life. 
John 11:25-26  25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"
The things that religious unbelievers are able to experience
Hebrews 6:4-6  4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,  5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,  6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 
The Scripture switches away from talking to the brethren at this point and begins to speak about someone else.  Until now God has been chiding and rebuking them for becoming dull.  For getting their eyes and hearts off of Christ and returning to those things which were mere shadows, types and symbols of the reality of Christ.  Now he speaks of “those.”   The writer does not think this paragraph refers to his readers.  Notice verse 9. 
Hebrews 6:9  9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.

Here is the question:  Can this description apply to a person that is not a believer?  I think we need to be careful not to read too much of our own opinions back into these verses.  We need to see how these words can be used and why they are put together here to form this description.  
Once been enlightened:  These were enlightened.  They have seen the light of Christ, but does this demand that they accept it.  Listen to what John said about this very issue: 
John 1:4-5  4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
John 3:19  19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.

Yes men can be enlightened without trusting Christ alone for Salvation. 

Tasted of the heavenly gift: Jesus is that heavenly gift.  
John 4:10  10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."

Tasting can mean, among other things to “try the flavor of.”  It is used of Jesus on the Cross. 

Matthew 27:34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink.
Again, men can come very near to Jesus even to the point of tasting and not give their lives to Him.  You must give your life to Christ to be saved.  No religious or moral effort will avail.  Christ must be your only hope of eternal life. 
Made partakers of the Holy Spirit:  The word “partaker” is often used of “associates.”  The word is used to describe the other fishermen who were present during the miraculous catch of fish.  It can have a more intimate meaning, but that is determined by the context and not the word itself.  A person can be associated with and near to the revealing work of the Holy Spirit in proclaiming Christ and never trust Him alone for salvation. 
Tasted the good Word of God:  This is Christ.  He was portrayed by the Apostles as the sole remedy for their sins, but the important thing here is their response to it.  In the same way men cannot be saved by tasting.  Christ must be fully embraced.  
And then have fallen away:  The Scripture is not referring to sinning in the way we might typically think of it.  The Bible is not saying that if a person becomes weak or sins they are not renewable.  This is talking about coming right up to the face of Jesus Christ and seeing Him clearly as the Savior of the world and saying NO!  I do not want to come to Christ.  I am going to walk away and return to my own plan.  I will be good and moral.  I will be better than my neighbor.  I will be sincere.  I will be tolerant of others.  I will stake my eternal destiny on my own ability and goodness and not on Christ’s sacrifice for me on the Cross.  This is a falling away and it is a falling away by one who knows exactly what they are rejecting.   
They again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame:  Let me rephrase this.  They themselves crucify the Son of God again and hold Him up to the shame He suffered on the Cross.  

This is how God views those who reject His gift of salvation through Christ Alone.  Such people will never repent.  They have become like Judas.  He was enlightened, he tasted, and he  partook yet rejected and betrayed the Savior of the world; his only hope of eternal life.   

They have seen the evidence and they consider Jesus Christ worthy of death.  Had they been there in Jerusalem on that day they would have shouted with the others “crucify…crucify..Him!  He is an impostor.  He is not the Son of the Living God.  We reject His claims and we count him worthy of shame and guilt.  
The things that provide definitive proof of a man’s spiritual state. 
Hebrews 6:7-8   7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God;  8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.

This is the final word on this subject.  Fruitlessness is the definitive test of spiritual life in the Bible.  No fruit…no spiritual life.
They are not Genuine Believers, but are described as closely as possible like them.  This is the whole point.  You cannot tell by what people say and often do.  They look and act and talk like believers.  This is an extreme warning to people who think that this is sufficient for God since everyone else thinks they are believers.  God is totally able to discern what the rest of us are not able to see.  Consider Judas.  He lived with Christ and saw every miracle yet never gave His heart to Christ alone.  His nearness to Jesus was worthless.  The Tares among the wheat appear to be genuine until the heads of grain begin to form.  It is then that the farmer realizes that the tares produce “no fruit.”  

Matthew 7:20-21  20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.  21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.
The one thing that cannot be counterfeited is the fruit that the life produces.  Those planted in Christ produce fruit while others produce thorns and thistles and are worthless.  In the end they, like fruitless ground, are burned.  
CONCLUSION:
How then does a man come fully to Christ?  What is it that makes the difference between implied acceptance or mental assent to Christ and true conversion?  It is your heart!  Men always want to do religion or self righteousness.  God, on the other hand, always wants your heart.  Men offer words and works while God insists on your heart.  Men will acknowledge beliefs about Christ, but God always wants total dependence on Christ.   Let me make this as clear as I possibly can.  
In this book God is speaking to people who are very tempted to return to outward religious ritual and appearance. They don not need Christ to die for them.  They are substituting the outward for the surrendered heart.  Men and women do the exact same things today.  Here are some of the things that are common. 
· I believe in God.   “The demons also believe and tremble,”
· I live a moral and upright life.  God disagrees, saying;  “All have sinned and fallen short of the Glorious holiness of God.” 
· I sincerely practice some other religion.  Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life and no man comes to the father accept through me.” 

· I have been baptized and joined a church.  I have taken communion and given money.  Everyone I know thinks I am a Christian. I have a strict code of do’s and don’ts.  But Jesus said, “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees you will surely not enter the Kingdom of God. These guys were the most outwardly self-righteous men that ever lives and Jesus said,  “You are going to have to do better than that!”  
What then can a man do?

· Have faith in Jesus Christ alone for your eternal life.  God’s righteousness must be satisfied.  The wages of sin is death.  This price must be paid by you or by Christ.  There is not a third option.  God will not be persuaded by anything else men will offer Him.  It is Christ alone. 
 x
· Look to Christ alone and not religion to produce the fruit of righteousness.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit in you.  Once a man comes to Christ alone he becomes the good blessed and tilled ground.  His life yields the useful and worthy crop.
· Rest in Christ.  We are sinners brothers and sisters.  Jesus did not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners.  Trust only Jesus.  Not yourself. Not any religion. Not any outward morality.  God will totally accept you as you are in Christ alone.  
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