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Introduction:

Have you ever wondered if it is really OK to eat certain foods that the Old Testament says not to eat? What about keeping the Sabbath?  If the whole Bible is inspired and true, why are there things that it commands that we do not do?  Have you ever wondered such things?  

It is true that  “We are not under the law but grace!”  But, what about: “thou shall not murder;” “ thou shall not commit adultery;” “thou shall not lie?”  Don’t we affirm these as truths to live by?  Are they not part of the Law?  This morning we want to let the Scriptures speak about our High Priest Jesus. As they do they will also answer these questions.  Hebrews chapters five and seven introduce us to a mysterious figure.  His name is Melchizedek and Jesus is said to be “a priest forever” after his order.
Before we look at this text, come back with me to the Israel of Jesus’ day. Imagine yourself among the crowds in Galilee or Jerusalem.  You know a great deal about your Bible.  You do not understand everything.  Who ever does?  But, you have been taught daily from childhood and you certainly know the basics.  You know the ten commandments and can recite them. You know that God Himself gave them to Israel along with the rest of the Law. Here are some of the things you clearly know from the Law: 

· You know you need to keep the Sabbath or there will be serious consequences.
· You know that your male children are to be circumcised.

· You know that you are not to eat pork and other unclean things 

· You know that all who served in the temple must be descendants of Levi.
and 

· You know that the High Priests must descend directly from Aaron the Levite.  
These, and thousands of other details are spelled out in the Law that God gave to Israel in the desert of Sinai. 
There is one other vital thing you know!  You know there is a Messiah coming.  The Prophets said He will be your King and will reign on David’s throne.  In fact,  He will be a direct descendent of David and therefore of the tribe of Judah.  But, there is one major difference between this last fact and the first five: This Messiah was not revealed in  the law, but was given as a promise and confirmed as a prophecy apart from the Law.
2 Samuel 7:16-17  16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'"  17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.
Isaiah 9:7  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.  His name is on the lips of everyone in Israel.  He is unlike any preacher that has every lived.  Luke recounts it for us. 
Luke 4:36-37  36 And amazement came upon them all, and they began talking with one another saying, "What is this message? For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits and they come out."  37 And the report about Him was spreading into every locality in the surrounding district.
Mark 7:37  37 They were utterly astonished, saying, "He has done all things well; He makes even the deaf to hear and the mute to speak."

Jesus is, to a “Scripture based” society what the latest pop icon is, to an “entertainment obsessed” society.  His name is constantly heard.  The animosity of his enemies is well known and reported.  People will drop what they are doing to hear him preach.  At times the crowds follow Him from place to place, never even returning home to eat or work. 
But Jesus is not speaking or acting like a King.  In fact, He only mentions it at the hour of His murder.  Even then He defers His kingly rule for another day saying,   
John 18:33-36   "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm."
No!  Jesus is acting like a priest.  He claims to be one with the Father.  He claims to have the same name as God Himself. [I AM]  He has power over death, [Lazarus] creation [He stills the winds] and men.  He tells His disciples that He alone is the way to the Father. This is “Priest Talk” not “King Talk.” 
Matthew 9:33….. "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!"

Now let me read our passage this morning.  Take your Bibles and turn to Hebrews chapter 4:15-5:10.  
Why is this passage in the Scripture?  To show that Jesus our priest is not like any other priest.  The Law designates priests according to their genealogy or lineage, but  Jesus was chosen directly by the Father in a way that revokes the Law of Moses.  
Now if you can only choose one thing to remember today it needs to be this!  Regardless of what you have been taught: You need a priest!  Let me say that again.  We all need a priest!
I have heard men say that they do not need a priest, but  can go directly to God.  This is not true! The Bible says that God is inapproachable by you and everyone else. 
1 Timothy 6:15-16  -- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.
The problem with all earthly priesthoods since the Cross is that they are imaginary and unsanctioned by God.  The Bible only knows of two legitimate earthly priesthoods. 
One was dictated by the Law of Moses and was a shadow of the reality of Christ. That was the Old Testament Priesthood of Israel. 
Hebrews 10:1  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.
The other was created by a sovereign act of God Himself. Melchizedek, whom we will study today, was also a type of Our High Priest, Jesus.  We are going to see that the Law was temporary.  The priesthood that it set up was also temporary and a mere shadow of reality. All priesthoods, but one, are now illegitimate.  They offer bogus sacrifices and false promises.  They hold out a counterfeit hope to those wishing to draw near to God.  The Word of God reveals this clearly. 
Let’s now delve into this passage to discover how God unveils this glorious Priestly aspect of our Dear Savior Jesus Christ. There are two things here that we need to know about Our High Priest before we go too far. 
· Our High Priest passed through the heavens not merely through the temple courts. 
Hebrews 4:14  14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
We have already spoken of how Jesus did not offer the sacrifices of the Law.  They were “shadows” of Him.  He offered the true sacrifice for sin; Himself.  And he did not pass through the courts of the temple to take it behind the veil.  He passed into the Sanctuary in heaven and offered His perfect sacrifice there. God confirmed this by tearing the temple curtain in two, from top to bottom, thus exposing the Most Holy Place to common view.   There are no valid priestly activities on the earth today!
· Our High Priest was fully human and in His humility suffered every temptation and frailty you have.  You may boldly come to Him for help.

Hebrews 4:15-16   15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Before offering Himself for our sins He stooped to become a true human.  He was not pretending to be a man.  He did not shield Himself from temptation, frailty, weakness and suffering.  He freely embraced them.  Why? Why, would He do such a thing?  
· Because a human sinner needs a human sacrifice.  In past wars, rich men have been able to purchase a soldier to go fight in their place, but he had to be a human.  They could not send a goat, a lamb or a sheep in their place.  It takes a man to take the place of a man.  But there is still another reason. 
· Because God is not ashamed of humanity.  It is His crowning creation.  You, my friend, have been made in His image whether you will acknowledge it or not.  You were made to be with God.  He is the source all human fulfillment.  Christ became man to bring us back to God by redeeming us from the curse of sin,  even though we are fallen and corrupt.  Christ came to call sinners to repentance.  You may come to Him right now and exactly in your present condition. Do not try to fix yourself.  There are no “user serviceable parts inside.” 
We are now poised to answer the question that I brought up at the beginning of the message.  Are we still under the law? Can Christ alone justify us apart from law?  In what way are we to understand the Law of God in the Old Testament and how is it applied to us in Christ? The Scripture is going to answer this question by revealing the Stunning Superiority of our Savior to the Law of Moses.   
· Our High Priest, although similar to the true priests of Israel, is vastly superior.  [5:1-4]

Hebrews 5:1-4  For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins;  2 he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness;  3 and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself.  4 And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.

Priest were always men.  This would be another reason why Christ became a true human.  They “stand in the gap” between men and God by offering sacrifices for the sins of the people.  Ideally, this priest will be gentle, not arrogant, because he will realize that he too has the same weakness as the people he represents to God.  He demonstrates this humility by offering sacrifices for his own sins before he would dare enter the presence of the Living God.  The levitical priests did not just decide to become priests.  They were chosen by God through the Law of Moses. 
· Our High Priest was also chosen by the Sovereign God of Creation. [5:5]
Hebrews 5:5-6   5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";  6 just as He says also in another passage, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."

Jesus did not just decide to become Our High Priest.   God the Father chose Him by appointing Him to a priesthood that was instituted before the Law and still exists after the Law.  It is an eternal Priesthood given apart from the Law.  The Law was temporary. It was only given to condemn and to show our need of a Savior.  Now that the Savior has appeared the purpose of the law is gone. 

Who then is Melchizedek the Mysterious?
Genesis 14:18-20   18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  19 He blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;  20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." He gave him a tenth of all.
This is what the Old Testament has to say about him. Notice two things:  Melchizedek blesses Abraham and Abraham pays him the tithe.  The blessing indicates that Melchizedek had a true status before God as priest and could therefore bless Abraham and the paying of the tithe shows that Abraham was aware of Melchizedek’s priestly office.  The Scripture confirms these evaluations by letting them stand without comment. 

His name appears once more in Psalm 110.

Psalm 110:1-4  A Psalm of David. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."  2 The LORD will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of Your enemies."  3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew.  4 The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, "You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek “ 
This is the most thoroughly “Messianic” Psalm in the Bible. David describes what Yahweh says to his Messiah.  Christ is the center of this Psalm from beginning to end.  Let us just notice a few of its highlights.  
· Yahweh speaks to His Messiah saying, “Sit at My right hand”

· Yahweh stretches forth His  Messiah’s scepter and command Him to rule.

· Yahweh has sworn that Messiah will be a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek
Our present text in Hebrews is actually much longer than we can look at today.  It stretches all the way to the end of chapter seven.   Chapter six is an explanation of why the Hebrews are having trouble understanding what Scripture says about Melchizedek. We will study this on its own but for now, turn over to chapter seven with me for a moment. In verse three we have this further description of Melchizedek. 
Hebrews 7:3  3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually.
Is this Melchizedek an Old Testament appearance of Christ?  Our text certainly gives us pause to reflect on that possibility, but I do not think this is the case. The phrase “like the Son of God” indicates a simile and not an equality.  This verse also appears in the middle of a teaching on the earthly, legal requirement for a priest.  The Bible is making the point that the priests of the Law of Moses must be able to account for their fathers, their mothers and their genealogy. Melchizedek was a priest with no recorded information of this type.  He was nevertheless, “A Priest of God” and was chosen by God and not by a genealogy.  Israel got some really bad priests that way, but at least it was legal.   
Melchizedek was clearly a priest of God for all men, not just for Jews.  He is the example and type of the ultimate Priest that all men need. Jesus, like Melchizedek was chosen directly by God from a line not sanctioned by the law.  [5:6]  This is because the Law was temporary.  Notice how Hebrews drives this point home. 
Hebrews 7:11-14   11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order of Aaron?  12 For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.  13 For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one has officiated at the altar.  14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.

Now this could really not be clearer.  If the priesthood is no longer valid then the law is no longer valid.  The word ‘changed’ here does not mean morphed or altered.  It means replaced with something else.  It would be like “changed oil” or “changed clothes.” The priesthood and the Law are inseparable in the Bible.  The Law is revoked by the coming of Christ for He fulfilled the law.  The priesthood is rendered void because the law is revoked.  And all this happened because the Law was temporary. 
Turning back now to chapter 5 and verse 7. We see that Christ did indeed act the part of Our High Priest.  And what a Superior Priest He was.  Notice how these next verses exalt Jesus as the One True Priest for all mankind. 
· Our High Priest proved Himself a priest while on Earth, then became the source of eternal salvation to those who heed Him. [5:7-10]
Hebrews 5:7-10  7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.  8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,  10 being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Jesus “offered” the things that priests offer while so humbling Himself as to trust the father for His human life.  This He did even though He was a son and not a servant in the house.  He became like you. Just as you must look to God for your life so did Jesus [7]  
“He learned” also means, “he increased His knowledge” of obedience.  Christ, through His suffering was increasing His knowledge of what it means to be under authority.  When God created man in His Image, He intended him to rule over the earth.  In His fall the earth now rules over men instead.  It threatens us with constant harm. Loss and ultimately death.  Man is in submission to nature and Christ Jesus joined us there.  Can you think of what this means?  Christ came as far as possible for you. [8] 
When verse nine says, “having been made perfect”  we are not to think of this as lacking some moral excellence or perfection.  This word means “complete.”    It speaks of getting the “full amount” or coming to the “full measure” of something.  Jesus became fully and completely instructed and experienced in what it means to be “under the rule of this fallen world.”  He was completely in submission to its power “voluntarily.”  You and I are fully in submission to it  “against our will.”  We are here because of our sin. Christ came here because of His unfathomable mercy and love. [9]
Jesus is now the source of Eternal Salvation. Levites all died. What is more,  the Levitical Priesthood was revoked,  but “Jesus is a Priest Forever.” He is the only eternal High Priest and is therefore the only one able to bestow Eternal Life on all those who draw near to Him in Faith. [9-10]
CONCLUSION: 

Nothing God makes is eternal.  God alone is eternal.  God is.  His creation exists apart from Him and is not now nor has it ever been a part of Him.    He made the heavens and the earth, but they will melt with fervent heat…and then be made again.  His temple in Jerusalem was not eternal. Today there exists not a trace of its splendor. His law was not eternal.  He allowed the shattering of the original tablets.  He allowed the disappearance of their replacements. He brought every provision of it to a conclusion.  It is God Himself who is the moral standard of the universe.  Even with the revocation of the Law, all the Moral attributes and character of God continue.  They existed before He gave the Law and they continue after the Law.  In The Law, we see only a shadow of God revealed.  This is why we have left the shadows of the law for the pure life giving warmth of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ. Seek Him alone!  Call to Him alone!  Place all hope for eternity in Him alone! Do not return again to baser things concealed in shadows.  I plead with you as Paul did with the Galatians. 
Galatians 4:9-11  9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.  11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.

The Old Levitical Sacrifices and the Priesthood also spread a dim shadow of Christ across the pages of history.  By choosing Jesus from the tribe of Judah, God clearly teaches us that the Law is replaced.  It’s purpose is fulfilled in Christ. It was always a  shadow and never intended to be anything else.  Do not draw near to the shadow. Keeping rules, days, dietary laws and devising your own, like the Jews of Jesus day, will not save you and please hear me; it will not make you more spiritual!  Draw near to Christ who is the fullness of God.  Jesus is the white hot light of the Glory of God. The law can only condemn while only Jesus can transform. 
Our Priest is the perfect priest.  No provision for your Eternal Salvation and joy has been left undone by Him.  No buried sin remains unwashed by His sufficient sacrifice on the Cross. No deep pain of loss or grief escapes His penetrating compassion.  He suffered them all. He willingly suffered them for you.  Draw near to Christ.  He will not only save you, but will do the unthinkable.  He will transform you!  His presence is a transforming reality.  He does not merely forgive your sins.  He makes you His child.  His Holy Spirit is at work today to reveal Christ as the all sufficient one.  He is the replacement for the  Law, the fulfillment of all prophecy and the “kept promise” of God.  Dear ones,  Seek nothing but Jesus Christ our “Great High Priest.”      
2 Corinthians 3:12–18  12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech,  13 and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away.  14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.  15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart;  16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  
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