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Introduction:
Who comforts you?  What I mean is this, “to whom do you go when you are feeling low?”  Perhaps you feel no need to be comforted.  Many of us have learned to take our licks in this world.  We know how to “suck it up,”  “take it on the chin,” and “be a survivor.”  The blows of childhood seem too trivial to acknowledge as adults.  Perhaps you too were always the last one chosen, the one no one invited to the birthday party or the child that no one paid any attention to at home.  But we are big and grown up now.  We do not need to be comforted anymore.  We have found our own way of dealing with the blows of life.  The sad reality is this; we have begun to develop hardening of the heart.
In the adult world things are different:  Being rejected by someone you wanted to care for  you, passed over for the job you really wanted, not good enough to get into the school you wanted, misunderstood, slandered, lied about, passed over for promotion, rejected by parents, unloved by children or spouse, struggling with emotions, sick, afraid of the future, even more worried about the present, financial hardships and even death.  This is a small sampling of the array of anxieties facing every man and woman.  
As Christians we are not exempt from these trials, only we will hide them from one another.  We are offended in church by one another.  We worry that our children will turn away from Christ.  We obsess over doctrines that the Bible only mentions in passing and make them a test of fellowship with brothers and sisters.  We judge one another for the way we dress, what we read, how we entertain ourselves.  We fear that we are never good enough for God because we never seem good enough for our brothers and sisters in Christ. We become “Job’s comforters” to one another because in this way we can hope to escape trials by not committing whatever sins our brother or sister “MUST” have committed. 
The passage before us today has a very specific purpose.  It is in the Bible to keep us from developing a hard heart and to find the cure for the one we may already have.  God must have thought it could happen or He would not have devoted an entire chapter to it. 
Our Text will answer these questions:

· Who will comfort you?
· How does a Believer in Christ end up with a hardened heart?  
· How can we turn again and be softened?  

We need to take notice of the One we confess [1] Who Will Comfort You?
Hebrews 3:1-2  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;  2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.
God begins this chapter in almost the same way as chapter two. He calls us [notice the term “holy brethren] to consider Jesus…and there is a lot more to consider than we tend to think. Hebrews is a treatise on the “Excellencies of Christ.”  
We are here admonished to consider Jesus: A casual glance or brief look will not suffice. The language calls us to “perceive Him.”  More precisely to “observe and understand Him.” The very word is used by Jesus Himself to caution us to “notice” our own sin and not just our brother’s.
Matthew 7:3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?

Not surprisingly, God forcefully commands men to consider Jesus attentively, by fixing our thoughts on Him…but why?  Because He is the Apostle and High Priest of our faith.  Consider what is being said here. Jesus both ”announced the gospel” and “was the gospel” at the same time.  He was the lamb and the one who offered it on the altar.  Is not such a person worthy of intense consideration.  
Looking backwards the verse begins with a “therefore.”  A word that tells us that we are to consider Him because of what was just said.    

Hebrews 2:14-18  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.


Men’s hearts do not naturally turn to God. 
1 Corinthians 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

It is for this reason that God the Son came to us.  Men cannot return to God.  They do not accept the things of God and they cannot even understand them. What then are the reasons why we should fasten our entire attention on the person of Jesus Christ? 
· By becoming a real but sinless human man he was able to offer Himself as the payment for your sin.  He had no sin to die for so He was able and willing to die for yours. [Heb. 2:14-16]

· Notice that He was driven by mercy. [17] Mercy is the showing of compassion or forbearance. Mercy is not discoverable or knowable apart from the offence of sin.  Why is our sin such an offence to God?  We could name many things but one will suffice for our purposes this morning. 
Suppose one of you has a child.  We make great sacrifices to have children. We give up many of our pastimes and self-centeredness.  We work extra in order to provide for them. We literally give our child life itself and then provide every single need for a length of time.  
Suppose that this child, when able, renounces all affection and dependence upon us.  In fact, he or she refuses to believe or confess that we are even their parents.  They cut off all contact with us and only speak of us in the abstract, if at all. Then they actually begin to blame us for their very life and all harm that befalls them, while never ever expressing any gratitude or affection to us. 
Should we be offended by this?  Absolutely!  He or she has spurned, rejected and even hated. The universe cannot long bear up under things like this.  It will collapse under the weight of its own sin. Nevertheless, at the height of this child’s rebellion this parent chooses to die himself in order  to satisfy the justice required. 
I was this child.   This story fits every man and woman because we spurned our God and preferred to imagine that were independent of Him.  The fact is we only live because He created us and provided everything we need.  
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
1 John 4:10   10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
· Now consider this;  Christ went through this rejection from you.  And it was not just one of us.  It was all of us.  We heaped abuse upon Him. This suffering of rejection has qualified Him as our faithful and merciful comforter.  He is able and willing to run to us in our trials.  
Looking forward in the text gives one more important reason to fix your thoughts exclusively on Christ.  Moses was the greatest of men in the Hebrew mind, but compared to Jesus he is just a servant in the household of God.  Jesus is the Son of the family and even the creator of the house.  
Hebrews 3:3-6  3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the house.  4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.  5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;  6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
Now listen to this familiar verse and tell me if Jesus has a main point that He wants to impress upon His hearers.

John 10:27-28  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

No thing, no belief, no conviction will comfort you in trials.  We must fix our attention on Jesus our merciful and faithful high priest. This is a very crucial point for your eternal soul and it leads us to our second question. 

How does a Believer in Christ end up with a Hardened Heart?  

Hebrews 3:7-8  7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,  8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,
Is your heart fixed on Jesus. Do you hear His voice?  Do His pleadings and commands seem optional to you?  When He calls you to full trust does your heart resist saying:  Is He really good?  Does He truly want what is best for me?  Do I really want to do what He says?  Will He lead me into harm?  All these questions and more were in the Hebrew hearts in the desert.  It was not just their disobedience it was their heart.  In their heart they imagined a God who was without mercy and they said: 
· God lead us here to kill us?

· God does not care that we are thirsty?

· God is telling us to go into a land where we will die in combat?

Now listen carefully dear ones.  It is not your outward obedience that God wants.  It is your heart. An un-yielded heart is a Pharisee’s heart.  It is a heart of stone.  Our God created us in His Image and for intimacy with Him. Outwardly obedient men killed our Jesus on the Cross.  
The Old Testament Scripture illustrates how this happens to men who withhold their heart from God. God Himself made a steadfast promise to His children.  He was going to give this beautiful and blessed land to them.  It would be their homeland and they would not taste the slave master’s whip ever again. 
Numbers 13:1-2  Then the LORD spoke to Moses saying,  2 "Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their fathers' tribes, every one a leader among them."
Numbers 13:25-26 25 When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days,  26 they proceeded to come to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons of Israel in the wilderness 
Numbers 13:30-33 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it."  31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us."  32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.  33 "There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." 
All “heart trust” in God is now gone.  The smaller your God the larger your problems. Now this is a turning point in the story.  The crowd begins to complain against Moses but it quickly becomes clear that they are blaming God. 
Numbers 14:1 Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.  2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!  3 "Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?"  
Numbers 14:6-10  6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes;  7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, "The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.  8 "If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us-- a land which flows with milk and honey.  9 "Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them."  10 But all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Then the glory of the LORD appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel.  
The People have a hard heart.  They distrust their own God.  We too doubt God’s goodness to us.  How does such a thing happen to us?  In exactly the same way.  Surely God would not bring these trials on us if He loved us, would He?  
What is our first inclination in trial and temptation?  We quit the fellowship of believers.  We stop reading our Bible.  We seldom pray.  We almost never worship. We sink deeper and deeper. Christians can spurn their beloved Savior.  Simply put, we stop loving Jesus.  Now do you think that God does not care about such things.  Do you imagine a God who says, “Oh well, I have other people who love me.  I do not care if Paul does not.”  God is jealous over you.  He wants your heart. 
Numbers 14:11 11 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst?  
Now a hard heart will separate men from God, but Moses prayed for them.  Moses, the mere servant in the house pled with God to spare Israel. [Num. 14:12-20]  Today the Son of the House, Jesus, has interposed His own sinless life to satisfy the justice of God.  Truly, beloved, One Greater than Moses is here.  
How can we turn again and be softened?
Hebrews 3:12-14  12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.  13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,
Two things are absolutely essential for the gaining and sustaining of a “soft heart.”  

Look to Christ!  “Take Care” is literally a command to look.  Look at your own heart and examine it in the light of all we have said here today. 
· Are you angry and fearful over the circumstances of your life?  Jesus laid down His life for you on the cross.  He is working in your life.  He is not busy elsewhere.  God asks you to embrace your circumstances because He gave them to you.  To shun the gift is to shun the giver.   When you can say, “Dear Jesus, I love you more than my comfort, and wants.  I know that you are good and desire only good for me.  Make me like you through these trials.”  When you can say these things you have gained the tender heart that God desires for you. 
Romans 8:28-32   28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

· The Hebrews in the wilderness incited one another to distrust God.  In their fear and unbelief they turned others away from God. God calls us instead to turn one another to the heart of our God.  Now this is a main purpose for Christ’s Church. Believers are intended to live in community.  We gain a pliable heart by repenting of our complaints against God’s dealings with us.  We sustain it by ministering Christ to others.

Seek the heart of God and speak of Him often to your family and friends.  If your 
sole purpose is to avoid problems you will never be much used to bring others to 
the joy and peace to be found in Christ. Afflictions come upon us all.  Will you be 
a Caleb or a Joshua.  You may chose.  You can make a difference to your spouse, 
children and parents. You can bring comfort with you as you move through life. 

God’s purpose and calling for you are good 
and blessed and eternal. He is 
working a good work in every detail of your life. One of the greatest things 
you will ever do for God is to soften a brother or sister’s heart toward their 
Savior.  Listen to this closing Scripture and take it to heart.. to a softened heart. 
2 Corinthians 1:2-7  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  7 and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.
PAGE  
1

