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Introduction:

If  Christianity is just a religion among the thousands that exist in the world, there would be little reason to give it your attention.  In fact this is one of the reasons that so many believers are discouraged and seldom witness to the loss or invite them to church.  Why would anyone be interested in Christianity with its ancient book and unique language when the world is offering a “thrill a minute” and the excitement men crave?  
If we were brutally honest, which I will ask us to be for a moment;  What is the real reason that we find it so difficult to imagine that unbelievers would be interested in Christ?  Possible answers are:
· We are just one religion out of thousands.
· We cannot compete with the spectacle of the world. Certainly true!
· We are afraid that they will ask us questions we cannot answer. Who can possibly answer everything about God! 
· We don’t like rejection. This is a big one. 
All these and probably many more seem likely.  Why then should anyone pay attention to Christ?  You need to know this if you are to be a disciple maker.  What is the compelling reason why all men should consider what we have to say.  Hebrews chapter two starts out with this admonition:

Hebrews 2:1  For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 

What we have heard is this:  God, the only God of creation has spoken though His Son Jesus Christ.  In two words the compelling reason is Jesus Christ. 
Hebrews 1:2-3  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

The Hebrews had their prophets and even the Scripture.  They had their religion and their holy book, but it is necessary to pay more careful attention to Christ.  The Scripture goes on to say exactly why.  
Hebrews 2:2-3a  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,  3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? 

God gave the ten commandments and the rest of the law to condemn you.  Make no mistake about it that was His sole reason in doing it. 

Romans 3:19-20   19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
If you have ever broken any commandment of God you are guilty.  Jesus often made this point.  Perhaps you have never murdered but you have hated a man made in the image of God.  Perhaps you have not hated your neighbor but you certainly have not loved him either…I guarantee it.  Why did Jesus say such things?  Why did He raise the bar beyond the reach of all men?  So that men’s self righteous mouths would be silenced and in their destitution they would turn to Him.  Jesus wants to save you because you cannot save yourself.
The Bible Question at the beginning of Hebrews two is this:  If you will not escape the penalty of God’s law how do you suppose you escape the justice of God the Son when He judges the world in righteousness.  Not only is Christ just but He is also spurned and rejected by men.  He offered His own blood of the cross for our salvation but men prefer to take their chances with ritual and law keeping. 
Our text this morning tells us why you cannot save yourself and explains how Jesus did it for you. 
The Value and Nature of Mankind Revealed  [2:5-8a]
The Ruination of Mankind Revealed  [2:8b]
The Redemption of Mankind Revealed  [2:9]
The Redeemer of Mankind Revealed  [2:10-17]
The Value and Nature of Mankind Revealed  [2:5-8a]

Hebrews 2:5   5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.

The Bible in Hebrews has been discussing the superiority of Christ to the angels.  By the time we get to this point we should be convinced that Christ is superior to the angels. But things are about to make a startling turn.  God now wants to talk about the superiority of men to angels. He begins by saying that God did not subject the future inhabited world to angels. The Scripture is talking about the ultimate rule of the world.  It will not be ruled by angels.  
Hebrews 2:6-8   6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, "WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM?  7 "YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS;  8 YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him.

The Bible quotes Psalm eight.  Turn there with me as I read it to you. 
Psalm 8:1-9  For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.  2 From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.  3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,  4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  6 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,  8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

David is standing outside on a moonless night.  As He stares in awe at the heavens, The Spirit of God reveals to him that the glory of God is greater still than what he sees.  He thinks of little children and how they reflect this glory of God.  In their powerlessness and innocence they actually silence the enemies of God.  Even in David’s day, those who hate God hate little children and infants. And yes, this remark is aimed right at abortion. 
David begins to pray as he considers what God has made; and as he prays, he asks the questions that we should ask as well.  Who is man?  Why do you care for Him? Why do you care for His children?  Immediately the answers come.  We know that they are answers from God for David spoke by inspiration. 
A little lower than the angels: We will soon see in Hebrews what this does not mean.  Mankind is not of lower value than the angels nor is he less loved.  Angels are not physical and are not bound to the earth.  Mankind is.  We cannot go into the heavens but angels can come to earth.  Man’s only communication with the Creator is through Jesus Christ but angels are always in His presence. 
Crowned him with glory and honor: This is not a rulers crown.  It is the one you get for being honored.  God Himself crowns mankind with honor and glory.  What a startling statement this is.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  All kings sat on high thrones.  His subjects were literally under his feet.  This does not mean that he tramples them, but they are literally under his feet. 
This is how God created man. Man of all the creatures was given the image of the Creator.  He was crowned with honor and glory.  The inhabited world was to be given and was given to a man and not an angel.  A bitter pill for Satan to swallow.  The earth would serve man like a king is served.  It would meet all his needs and wants without any effort on his part.  This was God’s opinion of humanity. 
The Ruination of Mankind Revealed  [2:8b]

Hebrews 2:8b But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.

With this simple sentence God reminds us that it was all lost.  Adam and Eve chose not to obey God and their short reign over the earth came crashing down around them.  Just look around. Man is  now subject to the earth.  The earth plays the tune to which men dance. All that we build can be torn down in moments by storms, winds and earthquakes.  Death stalks every man.  Crops fail.  Antibiotics become ineffective. Love turns to hate.  Even the plants and animals struggle to survive another day.  
Man now even worships the earth.  There is a day set aside every year to honor this earth that is seeking to kill us all.  The world today worships its own captor. 
What has happened to this God created paradise?  Sin.  Turning away from God and turning to men.  We place our hope in anything and everything accept God.  Mankind was made by God and for God.  He will never ever experience blessedness again until He returns to His maker. But, how shall he ever return.  God is in heaven.  Man is barred from His presence and dying on a dying planet. 
The Redemption of Mankind Revealed  [2:9]

We do not see any of this blessed existence that God had intended for men at this time but…

Hebrews 2:9 “we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
Now notice carefully with me in your Bibles how Jesus is identified precisely with mankind.  Jesus also was made a little lower than the angels.  He too was crowned with glory and honor and it is the same kind of crown and it is the same honor and the same glory.  Jesus came for you my friend.  Our sin, our death even our law had boxed us in and made us hopeless but Christ Jesus tasted death for you.  
NAU Romans 5:6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
It is the helpless man or woman that Christ saves.  He does not save the righteous.  Men must come as the broken sinners that they truly are to the Savior. 
The Redeemer of Mankind Revealed  [ 2:10-17]

Hebrews 2:10  10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.

Fitting means that this entire plan was exactly what would fit the nature and character of our God.  It was consistent with God.  How is that exactly. 
· Man is totally lost and cannot find his way back to God.  So Jesus came to us instead. He then ‘brought” many sons to glory.  He leads them there by going first.  
· Man is totally separated from God.  It is his just punishment.  So Jesus died as a payment for our sin
· Man suffers because he is now subject to the earth and death.  So Jesus suffered for us as we suffer in this world.
· God is holy and cannot accept a sinner into heaven.  So Jesus, being holy himself satisfied the righteous requirements of God.  
But there is more:  

Hebrews 2:11-13   11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."

God is the life giver.  He gave life to mankind and he gave the same life to Jesus.  The sanctified and the sanctifier are brothers because they share the same exact source of life.  
Now when you submit yourself to Jesus as the only solution for your sin, Christ is willing to own you before the universe. He is not ashamed of you.  Count up your sins then my beloved Christian.  Do not do it for very long for we are washed of it but can you imagine what the Bible is saying here?  Jesus will own you before the Father in heaven.  He is not ashamed and will even sing praises and point you out as He comes into the presence of God. 
Hebrews 2:14-15   14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
We are the children and we all share the same flesh and blood.  But Jesus partook of flesh and blood.  This was something that God the Son reached out and took.  Why did He do such a thing?

Satan holds the world of humanity in the grip of death.  He orchestrated it in the beginning and revels in it now.  We fear and loath it. The thought of it ruins the joy of life and through its fear Satan holds humanity in His power.   Now, I ask you…What does it say in these verses?
God the Son became a real [not pretend] human being.  He willingly became subject to the earth just like fallen man suffering the humiliation and grief that men and women suffer. And He died a sinners death. A cruel death.  He was humiliated and hated and abandoned.  Even the father abandoned Him.  He tasted death for you.
But death could not hold Him.  While Satan and his demons rejoiced God the Father, God the Son and the God the Spirit put the life back into that human Jesus and in so doing mocked death and Satan.   The power of death was crushed at the cross.  Come to Christ for life.  You cannot have it anywhere else.  All men die and none escape.  Christ is the only hope of men for life. 
One last thing:

Hebrews 2:17-18  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

Only a human being could redeem the life of a human being.  Only a human being can be our high priest.  Jesus is a merciful and faithful high priest.  I will tell you why!
He suffered temptation and it was a greater temptation than you have ever suffered because Jesus never gave in.  He never sinned.  Temptation ends when you give in but Jesus never sinned.  Do not imagine that He does not love you in your sin.  

He is able to come to the aid:  means that He is able to run to the aid of those who are tempted.  Like the Prodigal’s father who fastens up his robe so that he may run to his sinner son, Christ comes quickly to the aid of His children.  

Turn you heart to Christ.  You do not even need to go to Him.  He has already come for you.  

Luke 15:20-24   20 "So he [the sinful son] got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  21 "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;  23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.' And they began to celebrate.

Jesus began the story of the prodigal with a startling statement. We will end today with it.

Luke 15:10  10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

The joy is real.  It is in the presence of the angels but it is not the angels who rejoice in Jesus’ story.  It is the father.  It is your father.  It is God who redeemed you at the Cross.  Come to Christ this way.  Bring nothing only repentance.  Let Jesus give you everything for your eternal soul. 
And know this Christian.  This one who saved you in such a way is just as eager and willing to rush to your side during your trials.   Isaiah saw Jesus and rejoiced.  Jesus Himself knew that Isaiah spoke the words of Jesus Christ when he said, 

Isaiah 61:1-3  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;  2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.  
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