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Introduction:

Have you ever been introduced to someone and immediately realized you did not hear their name?  Perhaps you have put on the car radio to get the traffic report, but were not paying attention until they mentioned your highway and then they had already said what the conditions were like.  Paying attention is not as easy as it appears.  We have a lot on our mind with work, family, friends and finances.  Then there are the distractions.  The car won’t start.  We know we offended our co-worker or spouse, but are not sure why so we are thinking about it while we are doing other things. 

We humans have a tendency to let our minds wander.  But, there is another sense in which this admonition to “pay attention” is used in our language.  There are certain things that we hear perfectly and understand fully and yet we “pay no attention” to them.  For me this might be something I do not believe is true [cell phones cause brain tumors]or it might be something I do not think will impact me. [The sun will burn out in 7 billion years] These are things that I hear and understand, but to which I pay absolutely no attention at all.  
Men may simply be so distracted by their lives that they cannot pay attention to God or they may understand what He says and simply choose to ignore it.   These four verses of Hebrews 2 reveal a “life and death” reality upon which your eternity depends. They build on one another, but all begin with the compelling need to pay attention to Christ.
· We Need to Pay Attention to Jesus [1]
· Jesus alone is more important than everything else that God has ever done including His own written Word.  [2]
· There is absolutely no spiritual salvation of any kind outside of knowing the person of Jesus Christ. [3]

· Jesus Himself claimed this to be true.[4a] The Father confirmed it as well. [4b]
We Need to Pay Attention to Jesus [1] 

· Hebrews 2:1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  
The words here literally mean “it is necessary to more fully heed”  what we have heard.  This would be the kind of attention that would evoke a response.  People often hear but simply do not respond. God calls you to respond and not just listen.  We see other uses of this word in the New Testament that demonstrate its main idea. 
Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.
Faith is not subscribing to some doctrine or belief about God. It is acting upon that belief.  Anything short of that is mere mental assent. [bogus faith] When God brought Israel through the Red Sea and to the border of the promised land, He told them to go into it and possess it and there He would bless them.  Now mental belief in God was not the problem.  He was right there talking with them and they had seen His signs.  The problem was that they would not do what He said. 
Hebrews 3:12   12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

Hebrews 4:1-2 Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.  2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.
People tend to confuse mental assent with true belief.  God calls us to pay attention to our Savior.  Jesus gives you life and insists on your attention.  All Biblical belief responds in some way. When someone yells “look out” it demands a response.  We are to pay attention to what we have heard, so…What exactly have we heard? 
We have heard that God has revealed Himself by means of His Son.

Hebrews 1:2-4  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
It is precisely at this point that many people are inclined to lose attention because they know “about Jesus.”  We have heard “about” Him all our life.  We can tell you the stories and recite the Lord’s Prayer.”  But, do we really know the Son?    This is what we have heard!  Jesus Christ reveals the God of Creation.  You live and breath solely by His power and pleasure.  Like a man shouting a warning, God is telling you to “pay attention.”  This is a “life or death” admonition.  If you ignore this you will spend eternity apart from God in hell. 
But why is this Jesus Christ the one person to whom I must pay attention?  What is it about Him that gives Him the right to tell every single person on the face of the earth what to do and how to live?  As independent minded Americans we would be inclined to ask such a question.  Here then are five responses to that question.  There are dozens more in the Bible. 

He is Supreme in the Universe, having made all things. [2]

Hebrews 1:2  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world

He is God The Son and not a created being like you. [3]

Hebrews 1:3    3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Radiance of His Glory and The Exact Representation of His Being [3b]
Again the Bible tells us that God reveals Himself fully in Jesus Christ.  The light goes forth to warm and empower men.  Jesus is that “light of the world.”   The Glory of God radiating from Christ give a precise representation of God.  You could know a lot about God if you were to “pay attention” to Jesus. 
He is The Sustainer of Your individual life and of The Universe [3c]
Jesus is actively running the universe. The implications of this are stunning.  God knows what happened to you this morning.  He is aware of the trials you face in your life. “Upholding”  means carrying, bearing along.  This universe was not “wound up” like a clock and left to run. It moves along day by day by Christ’s power. Colossians says that He also sustains His creation. 

Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

He upholds [moves along] and He holds together [sustains]. Christ cares for His creation moment by moment. He is the owner of it.  He owns you and me.  
He is The Sole solution for the sin of the world [3c]
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
De facto ruler of the universe.
Although we have not seen His rule on earth yet we know it to be a fact.  He is already seated and waiting for the “proper time”

· Hebrews 2:8   YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.

What does it mean to drift away?  Most men, even religious men, think they know enough about Jesus and that their mental assent to the facts of His existence is sufficient. Perhaps you have heard or even said yourself something like, “I believe in God.”  God will not accept this. 

James 2:19  You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
If we do not pay attention to Christ Himself, we will drift right past the only solution to our lives and eternities.  Jesus is not a doctrine, but the life giver.  If you think He is just something to believe, you will drift right past Him and be lost at sea. Men are called to respond to that not just give mental assent to it.  An appropriate response would be to embrace Jesus Christ as Lord and the only solution for your life and eternity.  

Jesus alone is more important to your salvation than everything else God has ever done including His own written Word.  [2]

· Hebrews 2:2  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,  

While on earth, Jesus preached and performed miracles to draw attention to Himself.   That is because He alone is worthy of attention.   We must look to Christ to be saved. When the people were being bitten by poison snakes in the wilderness, Moses made a golden snake and put it on a pole. 
Numbers 21:8-9  8 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live."  9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.
John 3:14-15  14 "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.
Jesus pointed men to Himself.  He would be the price for their sin.  He alone would save men, but you must look to Him.   Why is He bent on being the sole source of Salvation?

· If man contributes anything what-so-ever it will rob God of His glory by nullifying His grace. Grace is one of God’s most compelling attributes and it reveals His glory like few other things can.   
· God is diminished when men participate in their own salvation. 
· All men are exactly equal at the foot of the cross; totally lost and unable to save themselves.  We all arrive there with nothing with which to purchase our salvation. 
Isaiah 55:1-3 "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.  3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live;
Jesus wants your attention because He is your only hope.  He calls men to turn away from self-sufficiency, and self-righteousness.  Jesus affirmed that the purpose of the Scripture,  was to bring men to Christ. 

John 5:39-40  39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.  
The Scripture goes on in verse two to compare Christ Jesus to the Law.  

The word spoken through angels:  The Bible writer here is in the middle of a discourse on angels.  He is building a case for the superiority of Jesus to all things.  The Bible says that The Law was given with the assistance of angels.  This is true although seldom considered. 
Deuteronomy 33:2   2 He said, "The LORD came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; 
When God appears in Sinai He does so with tens of thousands of holy angels.  

Acts 7:37-38  37 "This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, 'GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN.'  38 "This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to you.
There was an angel speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai.  The point here is simple.  Men are impressed with angels.  The Hebrews of the New Testament certainly were and so are many people today.  

Men are also impressed with the Bible.  Some Christians spend all their time defending the Bible and not nearly enough obeying it and preaching Christ Jesus from it. The Bible says that if you are impressed with the Scripture and the power and wisdom of angels, then stop and think about this: God who created them both is now speaking and revealing Himself personally in Jesus Christ.  Jesus is vastly and infinitely more desirable than the things that merely testify to Him.  
This sacred Scripture proved unalterable, but Christ is still greater than it is.  Every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, but Jesus is infinitely preferable.  The law only revealed sin and then punished it….Jesus took it on His own sinless self. He bore sin that was not His and gave us righteousness that is not ours.   He is to be worshiped and adored not merely assented to.  His Salvation is infinite and sufficient. 
There is absolutely no spiritual salvation of any kind without knowing and embracing Jesus as the sole remedy for your sin. [3]

· Hebrews 2:3   3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

Men are on a quest to find fulfillment and relief from the trials of this life.  They do not prefer Christ because He insults their pride.  He won’t count the works of men toward their redemption.  In fact He is actually insulted by them because they have no love for the Jesus who loved them to the point of the cross.
I want to make an important point here.  Communion is an act of worship.  Baptism is an act of submission and obedience.  They are not that different in principle, than the sacrifices that were brought to the temple in Jerusalem. Listen to this verse.  David wrote these words, but the New Testament puts them into the mouth of Christ Jesus. 
Psalm 40:6-8  6 Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears You have opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  7 Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.  8 I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart."
If you take communion, believing that the mere taking of it will please God, you actually offend Him.  When worshipers brought their sacrifices to the temple believing that the mere offering of them would please God, they actually offended Him.  

I used to wonder why God would say that He did not desire the very offerings that He had instructed the people to bring.  This is why.  He wants us to love Him.  He wants us to think about Him.  The OT offerings were to be given from the heart. The communion is celebrated from the heart and men submit to baptism from the heart.  
Jesus is a stumbling block to men because He has placed God right before their eyes and they do not wish to see.  Men prefer religion and self righteousness to having God Himself do everything for you out of love.  Jesus Christ came to bring men and women back into personal and loving intimacy with their God.    

And that brings us to the conclusion of these verses. 
Jesus Himself claimed this to be true.[4a] The Father confirmed it as well. [4b]

Hebrews 2:3-4  After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,  4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
How Great is this Salvation?  Three reasons are given.

It was announced and preached by Jesus:  It is as great as He is.  Why should anyone believe Him?
· He fulfilled in His birth the prophecies of the Messiah.  The place, the time and even the manner of His conception were all predicted by the Prophets of God.
· He performed miracles that no one else ever did and claimed they proved His unity with the Father. 
John 10:37-38  37 "If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me;  38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father."

· When challenged He said that if they were to kill Him He would rise again in three days…Then He did. 
John 2:18-21  18 The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?"  19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20 The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"  21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.
Confirmed by eyewitnesses:  Those who were with Him confirmed that He said and did these things.   When Peter and the others were dragged before the council they were accused of preaching in the name of Christ. Acts 4:2    Peter answered boldly and testified that Jesus was the reason for it all.  Notice how Peter finishes when told he must not preach Christ. 
Acts 4:19-20  19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;  20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."

Why should we believe these men?  Because every one of them, except John was killed for testifying to it.  All they had to do was stop saying that Jesus Christ was God, the only hope of mankind. 
The Father also Testified to by Signs, wonders, miracles and gifts of the Spirit:  The Apostles exhibited miraculous gifts from God used to confirm their message.  Paul told the Corinthians that they were signs that marked an Apostle.
2 Corinthians 12:12  12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.

If these particular gifts are for all believers then they cannot be used to mark or point out an Apostle.  

CONCLUSION:  It is necessary for you to give careful attention to Jesus Christ.  
· Your eternal soul hangs in the balance.  The Man Christ Jesus is worthy of your worship.  He was full of grace and truth.  He had no sin and yet was compassionate to the point of dying for yours.  He is the creator of the universe stooping to save you by name. If you are a believer, turn again to love your Savior. It is you defining purpose. 
· God requires justice and equity.  All things will be put right by Him.  This includes your sin and mine.  The law revealed our sin and attached a punishment to it.  Because of sin we will die and be separated from God for all eternity.  Judgment is certain. Jesus invites you to embrace Him as the payment for your sin.  You cannot add Him into your own opinion of yourself as a kind of insurance policy.  God disallows all payment for sin accept the blood of Jesus Christ poured out at the cross. If you are a Christian turn again to love your Savior. He bore your sin in His Body on the Cross. 
· Jesus, His disciples and God have testified to it.  God empowered the Apostles with miracles, signs and wonders to authenticate their testimony.  Probably even more telling is the fact that they were all ready to die rather than recant their story.  Men will not die to maintain a lie.  
Like John I commend my Savior to you as your sole remedy for your life.  Pay careful attention to Him or you may drift to the end of your life and be lost. 
1 John 1:1-3 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life--  2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us--  3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also,
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