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Introduction:

Many believers and churches today are experiencing a crisis of confidence. It seems to Christians that the world has taken leave of its senses. We are told that we believers are living in a Post Modern world and we need to adapt our thinking and preaching to it. Let me give you a simple definition of Post modernism.  It states that “there are no absolute truths. Relative truths exist, but they are only valid for a given group at a given time. They are alternate "truths" and are valid only for the group that follows them.”  
But is this new?  Not in the least.  The world has never understood truth. Roman civil leaders thought this way at the time of Christ. 
John 18:37-38  37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."  38 Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, "I find no guilt in Him.   
In Athens Paul spoke to those who believed in hundreds of conflicting philosophies and religions all at the same time.  When he began to focus there attention on Jesus Christ and His command over life and all men, they began to sneer. 

Acts 17:31-32  31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."  32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, "We shall hear you again concerning this."
The first century like the 21st was rife with unbelief and confusion.  Men have always had an aversion to the possibility of “truth.”  Propositional truth would require a “truth giver” and then accountability to Him as well.  
God the incarnate Son is this truth that men do not seek. 
John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

The written Words of God are also Truth.  Men do not desire them either. 

John 17:17  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
When men listen to the voice of the world they do not hear the voice of the Savior. [I John 2:15] Many 21st century Christians are not just trying to be perverse with the way they “do church” and speak of Christ.  They have lost all confidence in Jesus to appeal to and convert the souls of modern men.  At times it looks like the church will try anything accept Jesus Christ.  
It is not enough to just call things Christian.  Jesus is supreme over all things in the universe.  He cannot be added onto or even into our other programs.  He is the central figure of history and life.  All things owe their existence to Him.  He cannot be minimized in our lives or in the church.  
This Book of Hebrews was written in the first century to Jews living outside Israel.  It was a mixed group consisting of Jewish believers, Jews that had given mental ascent to Christ but would not follow Him fully, and Jews who did not believe that Jesus was Messiah.  The Spirit of God addresses them all.  Theirs was also a crisis of confidence.  They just could not believe that Christ Alone was sufficient for their needs.  Our text today  seeks to instill or restore their confidence in the person, Jesus Christ.  It reveals three important truths about Christ:  
· How God Once Spoke  [1]

· How God Speaks Now [2]

· Why God Speaks Through His Son [2-4]

How God Once Spoke  [1]

· Hebrews 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,
God spoke in a variety of  times and places and in a variety of ways.  The word “speak” is not just to place thoughts in their heads.  It has the primary idea of actual speaking and making oneself known.  
God chose to speak through the prophets.  When God spoke through the prophets He made His thoughts known to them.  A priest is someone who speaks to God on behalf of men while a prophet is someone who speaks to men on behalf of God. This is very serious business.  Have you ever had someone tell a friend or colleague what you said or think and it was not at all what you said or thought.  Can you imagine how God feels about such things. This is why we need to stay very close to the text of Scripture.  We know it is true.  
2 Peter 1:21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

“Many portions and in many ways” means various times and various ways.  You will be able to think of these yourself.  The Bible was written over a period of 1500 years and by 40 authors.  God’s point in verse one is simply this: God made Himself known through the prophets of the Old Testament. 
What are we to think of the Old Testament?  Some say that the Old and New Testaments reveal two different Gods.  One harsh and judgmental and the other kind and merciful.  Is the New Testament a kind of religious “U” turn? 
The Old Testament was spoken by God.  Those who say they believe the New and not the Old have to recon with this fact.  The New Testament says that the Old was spoken by God “who cannot lie.”

Titus 1:1-3  Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,  2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,  3 but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior,

Now this brings us to a very important point.  It is the primary difference between Christianity and all other religions. GOD CANNOT BE KNOWN OR DISCOVERED BY MEN.  Only Christianity and Judaism before it hold to this. Our own language ought to tell us this but we seldom give our words much thought.  Listen to the definition of the word Supernatural: 

1 : of or relating to an order of existence beyond the visible observable universe; especially : of or relating to God or a god, demigod, spirit, or devil
2 a : departing from what is usual or normal especially so as to appear to transcend the laws of nature b : attributed to an invisible agent (as a ghost or spirit) 
Those who traffic in the ‘supernatural’ are putting us on.  It is an age old trick.  They claim to know what others do not or cannot know.  God reveals Himself to men.  Men do not discover God nor do they know what He thinks. The Scripture is breathed out by God.  It comes from His mind to ours. 
The Bible is a progressive revelation.  God began to unfold throughout the ages the truth He desired men to know.  It did not progress from wrong to right or from judgment to mercy.  It progressed from incomplete to complete. In the Old Testament God made promises.  Much of the New Testament records their fulfillment. 
Matthew 5:17-18  17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

“The Old Testament is only a part of God’s truth, but it is not partially His truth.  It is not His complete truth, but it is completely His truth.”  John MacArthur
How God Speaks Now [2]

· Hebrews 1:2  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

These Jewish readers were confused.  How could their religion have been true if Christ Jesus was simply going to take the place of it?  21st century believers struggle with these same conflicts:
· Why do we not keep the Sabbath?
· Why are we free to eat things that the Old Testament said not to eat?
· Was it God the Father or God the Son that created the universe?
· Should we keep the law of God or are we free to behave however we please?

These questions beg for answers. The book of Hebrews provides most of those answers for us.  

“In these last days” is a phrase intended to evoke thoughts of the Messiah in the mind of Jewish readers.  Every Jew knew that in the last days Messiah would come.  Even the woman at the well knew that the Messiah would give the full revelation of God. 
John 4:25-26  25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us."  26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."

Jesus Christ pulled together the various pieces that were spoken at various times and brought God into brilliantly clear focus in the world. Until know men knew a great deal of incomplete truth.  Know they see God.
John 1:18  18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained [exegeted] Him.
Why God Speaks Through His Son [2-4]

· Hebrews 1:2-4  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
Let’s just review what we know from just having finished our Christmas studies:

· The Prophets had foretold that He would someday penetrate the darkness of this world with the light of His glory.  
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· Unimaginably, He would do it by becoming fully human.  God became a man.  
Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
This is almost too spectacular to consider in one sitting.  Jesus Christ is a feast for the eyes and the heart.  If you want to know who Jesus Christ is then you must let God tell you.  All this drivel that appears on public television around Christmas and Easter, purporting to  reveal the” true historical Jesus,” is nonsense.  The Supernatural God cannot be known by professors of archeology and sociology.  He will however reveal Himself to men.  Listen to who He is. 
He is Supreme in the Universe, having made all things. [2]
· Hebrews 1:2  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world
Everything that exists belongs to Jesus Christ.  That means you and your money and your property.  It means the trees, ocean, fish, beasts, planets and stars.  The ramifications of this are staggering. Even if you never bow the knee to Jesus Christ or ever worship Him as your Lord He will take possession of His inheritance nevertheless.  In the book of Revelation we see Him taking what is rightfully His.  Those who come to Him become His joint heirs while those who resist lose everything and spend eternity in Hell apart from God. Regardless of how you chose, all things belong to Christ. 

He is The Son and not a created being. [3]

Hebrews 1:3    3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Radiance of His Glory and The Exact Representation of His Being:  Again the Bible tells us that God reveals Himself fully in Jesus Christ.  The light goes forth to warm and empower men.  It is the sole source of God’s glory in the world.  Jonathan Edwards pointed out that the Sun and its brightness are permanently united to one another and yet the Brightness is not the Sun and the Sun is not the brightness.  They are separate and yet inseparable.  Christ Jesus reveals God to men because He is God who became a man.  God speaks through Christ because it is the fullest representation of Himself that man can ever hope to obtain.  If any man shuns Christ or diminishes Him in any way He rejects God and the Glory of His being. 
John 5:23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
Sustainer of the Universe:  Jesus is actively running the universe. The implications of this are also great.  God knows what happened to you this morning.  He is aware of the trials you face in your life. “Upholding”  means carrying, bearing along.  This universe was never wound up like a clock and left to itself. Colossians says that not only does Christ carry His creation, He also sustains its very existence. 

Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

He upholds and He holds together. God reveals Himself through Christ because Christ cares for His creation moment by moment. 
Sole solution for the sin of the world:  In Hebrews we will learn of the sacrifices that God used to reveal to men their sin.  Men imagined that they could use those rituals to remove their sin.  God spoke through Jesus because He is the only remedy for your sin.  
1 Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
De facto ruler of the universe.  Although we have not seen His rule on earth yet we know it to be a fact.  He is already seated and waiting for the “proper time”
Hebrews 2:8   YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.

Conclusion:  

Does Christ sound like something the Church should be keeping a secret?  Are men’s problems so severe and complicated that He cannot help them?  Is modern man so convoluted in his thinking that he could never consider Christ the solution to his life?   
Perhaps we have a crisis of confidence in the Sovereign ability and Supreme sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  He is all that we have seen so far and more.  Listen to how this first chapter closes: 
· He is Supreme over all other creatures in the Universe

Hebrews 1:4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
· Worshiped by the Angels [6]
Hebrews 1:6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."  
“Firstborn” stresses inheritance and preeminence not His birth or creation. 
· His Throne is Eternal [8-12]
Hebrews 1:8-12   8 But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM.  9 "YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS."  10 And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS;  11 THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT,  12 AND LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END."
The rest of Hebrews will resolve our tensions with the Old Testament.  Jesus Christ, who is God, revealed  the God of the Old Testament fully.  He is the centerpiece of the universe and the Lord of the Church.  All things point to Him.  He is worthy to receive Glory, Honor and Praise.  
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