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Introduction: 
If I were to ask you why Jesus was born what would be your first response?  Would you say:  “He came to save us” or “He came to fulfill prophecy?”  While both are true, there is a grander and all encompassing purpose for the incarnation of God the Son.  Jesus came into the world to reveal the existence and Glory of God to mankind.  We know this because the Scripture comes right out and says so. Turn to John Chapter One.  
John 1:14   14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:18   18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
At the birth of Christ, God the Son acted to “explain” God to man.  This does not mean that we now know all there is to know about God, but that we can know what God wants us to know about Himself.  “Explain,” means to reveal or teach or even to ‘show the way’ to God.  Christ’s appearance was all this and more.  Jesus lived for 35 years on the earth and then left again.  Was this the end of God’s revelation of Himself to mankind?  Are we now left with only Christmas and Easter traditions and stories to spread the knowledge of the Savior of the world who is God the Son?  
I want to take you this morning to the events immediately following the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.  In our text we will see how God has chosen to reveal His Son to mankind.  We will see again that God acts to spiritually reveal Himself to men.    To understand it in our day we need to see how it worked when Christ was in our midst. Before we read our passage from Luke, I want to summarize what has happened in the months and weeks leading up to the account we will study: 

· Mary knows that she is pregnant with God’s Son because it was revealed by Gabriel. 
· Joseph knows that she is pregnant with God’s Son because it was revealed by an angel.

· Elizabeth knows that Mary is pregnant with God’s Son because it was revealed by the Holy Spirit. 

· The Shepherd’s know that the baby in the stall is the Son of God because it was revealed by a host of angels.
In fact, it is now the first month after Christ’s birth and everyone who knows, has had it revealed to them by an angel or by the Holy Spirit.  Luke includes now the accounts of Jesus Christ’s circumcision and presentation to the Lord.  Joseph and Mary are about to be amazed again.  It is my prayer that we will be as well.  While they are carrying out their duties before God, in obedience to God, Christ is revealed for who He is to two total strangers they encounter in the temple. We will look at one today. Here is the account:   

Luke 2:21-39  21 And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.  22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD "),  24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS."  25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word;  30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel."  33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him.  34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."  36 And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,  37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.  38 At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  39 When they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth.

God has established the pattern, in the first weeks of Christ’s life, for how He will reveal His Son to men.  Like everything else connected with God’s redemption, it will be His doing and men who behold it will worship Him and give Him the Glory He deserves.   As this text unfolds we see four specific ways in which The Father reveals His Son. 
· The Father Reveals His Son by Naming Him  [2:21]

· The Father Reveals His Son through the Law of Moses [2:22-24; 39]

· The Father Reveals His Son through The Spirit [2:25-31; 36-38]

· The Father Reveals His Son as the Central Figure of Creation [2:32-35]

The Father Reveals His Son by Naming Him  [2:21]

Luke 2:21  21 And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

The name given by the angel:   Angels are messengers.  They tell men what God wants them to know.  Gabriel,  instructed Mary how He wanted His own Son named.  Jesus is Joshua in Aramaic and means Yahweh is Salvation.  God Saves. The one true God Saves.  Only God Saves.  This is the name God calls His own Son. 
When eight days had passed:   He was named at His circumcision according to the law of Moses.  Jesus was born under the Law.  He fulfilled the law in every detail.   Have you ever wondered about the place of the law in the life of the Christian?  You are not alone.  It is an important issue and much false doctrine stems from mis-understanding this question.  The Law reveals the holiness of God. but does not enable anyone to attain to it.  In other words, when men know what the righteous standard of God is, they are without excuse and entirely condemned by Him.  That is the primary purpose of the Law.  No one can keep it, because we are fallen and depraved in Adam.  Even the best of men.  

Galatians 3:21-22  For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 

Romans 3:10-12   10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."   
Romans 8:3-4  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Romans 3:20   20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
But Jesus was not a son of Adam, but The Son of God.  He did not share in the fallen nature of Adam, even though He was fully and genuinely human.  Neither sin nor death spread to Christ through Adam.  His humanity was sinless and pure just like Adam’s before the fall.  Adam sinned, but Jesus was sinless and was therefore qualified to bear your sins and mine in death.  
Romans 5:12   12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, 
So the Law was given to reveal sin, but it was also given to reveal sinlessness.  It was given to reveal Jesus to be the Christ. 

The Father Reveals His Son through the Law of Moses [2:22-24; 39]

Luke 2:22-24  2 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD "),  24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS."

When we first encounter Jesus after His birth, He is keeping the law of God perfectly.  Yes, it was His parents doing this, but this established the pattern of His life.  Perfect submission to the Father at all times.  God had established a covenant with Israel as a way of pointing the way to His Son.  Jesus Himself testified to this fact when He said, 
Matthew 5:17-18  17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

There is nothing wrong with the Law of God when understood this way.  It was given to reveal sin in sinful men and drive them to Christ.  This event reveals two very important truths.  One about Jesus and the other about Mary. 

Numbers 8:17  7 "For every firstborn among the sons of Israel is Mine, among the men and among the animals; on the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for Myself.

Why are the firstborn God’s?  Because they look forward to the day when His own Son would appear to fulfill the law.  Even the Passover mentioned here in Numbers was looking forward to Christ in every way.  Because of the Blood of an innocent lamb, God has passed over our sins.  
Leviticus 12:4   4 'Then she shall remain in the blood of her purification for thirty-three days; she shall not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until the days of her purification are completed. 
The offering was for sin.  When we find Mary and Joseph in this text it is now 33 days after the birth of Christ.  She is coming with the offering for her own sin.  She is fulfilling the law which constantly reminds us of our sin.  
Leviticus 12:8   8 'But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be clean.'"

Mary, the sinner, carries the spotless lamb of God in her arms, but must offer the doves for her own sin.  It is not yet time for the offering that fulfills the very law she is now upholding.  

Hebrews 10:1-4  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.  2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?  3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.  4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
  The Father Reveals His Son through The Spirit [2:25-31; 36-38]

Luke 2:25-31  25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word;  30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel:  He was keeping the law.  You may wonder at this point about the description of him as righteous and devout, after I have shown you that the law makes no one righteous.  Here is the answer.  Like Mary, Simeon knew he was a fallen sinner and that God alone can make an atonement for sin.  So, he like all other Old Testament men and women of faith, knew that there only hope for salvation was in God.  They worshiped, obeyed to the best of their abilities and brought the sacrifices as a regular reminder of their hopelessly sinful state.  Simeon was such a man.  
Looking for the consolation of Israel:  This is a phrase rich in meaning.  It says he was looking for that which would comfort Israel, that which would come to her side and exhort her.  It is the word Jesus uses when He says, 
John 14:16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;

Simeon was looking for the one God would send to Israel.  He was looking for the Lord’s anointed Messiah…The Christ.  “and the Holy Spirit was upon him.”   This is the Spirit’s task since the coming of Christ.  He reveals Him to men.  He glorifies Christ to His chosen.  He causes us to hear His voice and recognize His presence with us.  
How did Simeon know to look and wait?  He read it in the Law of God. 
Isaiah 7:14  14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

How did Simeon recognize this child to be the Christ?  The Spirit of God revealed Him on the spot. 

Luke 2:26-31  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God….”
By the Spirit of God Simeon began to reveal Christ in His Glory. 
My eyes have seen Your salvation:  Remember, Jesus means “Yahweh is Salvation.”   Jesus was God’s provision for salvation.  Men do not provide anything for their salvation. God provides everything.  
A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.":  Some times we think that the Gentile church came into existence because Israel rejected her Messiah.  This is not true.  God always planned to save the gentiles.  They were not plan B.  There never was or ever is a plan “B” with God.  He carries out every purpose of His heart without fail.  He is the Sovereign God of Creation.  God told Isaiah and many other prophets this plan hundreds of years before He carried it out.  
Isaiah 9:2 The people [Gentiles] who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them.
Isaiah 42:6 "I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, [Gentiles]
Isaiah 49:6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations [Gentiles] So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."
Isaiah 51:4 "Pay attention to Me, O My people, And give ear to Me, O My nation; For a law will go forth from Me, And I will set My justice for a light of the peoples. [Gentiles]
The Father Reveals His Son as the Central Figure of Creation [2:32-35]

Luke 2:34-35  34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."
Appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel:  No figure in the history of humanity has so polarized it.  Is it not wonder then that we must not speak of Him too directly.  We may speak of His meekness, gentleness and peace bringing attributes, but we must not proclaim Him as He Himself did: 

John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

John 4:14  whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

John 7:37-39  37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive;

Or as the Apostles did:
Acts 4:11-12   11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

For a sign to be opposed:  Literally spoken against.  No one man has ever been spoken against as much as Jesus Christ.  Every Christmas and Easter bring a mudslide of hate speech against Jesus Christ.  You would think Him to be the worst charlatan and liar who ever walked the face of the earth.  He passed off the teachings of others as his own.  He faked his miracles.  He deluded his listeners.  He faked his miracles and in the end even faked his own death so as to fake his resurrection.  
He was not God the Son because God has no son.
He was not conceived in a virgin because that cannot happen 

He was not God become a man, because God cannot become a man.

He did not really do any miracles, because miracles do not happen
He did not rise from the dead because the dead do not rise. 

BUT that is exactly what He did do.  And all the rest is true as well.  And we are His witnesses.  To what?  Just what the world finds acceptable?  He was one of the great religious teachers?.  He was just another Rabbi who didn’t make the cut?  He is just one of many ways to get up the mountain to God?  NO!  By The Spirit and the Word of God, we testify with John who wrote:
1 John 4:13-14  3 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.
And Paul who said, 

2 Corinthians 2:14-17  14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.  15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing;  16 to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things?  17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.

CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   Right from His very appearance on Earth men and women have testified to who He is.  He is not what men want Him to be but what God wants Him to be.  He is not an obscure figure but THE CENTRAL FIGURE of all time.  He is the God who created, but who also became one of His own creatures in order to save them.  He is glorious in His power, but even more glorious in His Grace.  He is Majestic in His Holiness, but even more majestic in His Forgiveness.   

Do not let the world devalue Jesus Christ to you!  Atheists don’t really exist.  God says they know He exists.  That is, in fact, the only explanation for their behavior.  Would you give your life and money to oppose something you were sure did not even exist.  Would you not rather just pity the poor deluded followers of a God-Man who was a mere figment of their imagination.  
Romans 1:18-20  18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

Do not let religion or even the church devalue Christ to you!   It is high time that He ruled you.  Time for you to renew your confidence in Christ Jesus to build His Church and heal it and rule it.  It is time for His people to repent of their loss of confidence in the preaching of the Cross.  Christ is just as alive as He was that day in Mary’s arms.  As alive as He was when He ascended into heaven before His disciple’s eyes.  He is alive like He was on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit converted thousands of the unsuspecting.  And alive like the day He saved you.  The Gospel of Jesus….The good news of Jesus Christ is powerful and alive.  
Pray for the lost to be saved!  Pray for God to renew your confidence in the proclamation of Christ as the only Savior and helper of the world.  “Own Christ” to someone.  Even if you do not know how to explain you may testify.  We are not all “expert witnesses,”  but if you know Christ you have seen something that you can testify to.  All He calls believe the testimony of the Spirit.  You and I have believed it…right? God will use us now that others may hear it and be saved.  Do not doubt this truth. 
1 John 5:9-13  9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son.  10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.  11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
GOD TESTIFIES TODAY THROUGH HIS WORD AND HIS WITNESSES!
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