And We Beheld His Glory
John 1:1-14
Community Bible Church

December 23, 2007 
Introduction:

Have you noticed the Christmas lights.  There is something about Christmas that inclines the heart to lights.  My dad loved Christmas lights…before it was normal to cover the house with lights, he would be outside on a ladder in the freezing cold putting up lights.  Our tree had enough lights on it for the whole neighborhood.  

Christmas candles are extremely popular because they give light. Christmas songs have this theme:  
· “O holy night the stars are brightly shining”

· “God with man is now abiding…yonder shines the infant light”

· “Radiant beams from thy holy face…with the dawn of redeeming grace”
· “Yet in they dark streets shineth…the everlasting light.”

And…when is it that we turn on these lights and light these candles?  It is in the dark!  One single candle can light an entire room when it is dark.  Light makes its greatest impact in the dark.  And it was dark when Christ was born.  It was night according to Luke that the angels made their announcement of His birth. 
Luke 2:8-11   8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

It was dark in another way in the world.  The souls of men were in darkness because they had not seen the light of the glory of God. Isaiah predicted the coming of light hundreds of years before Christ appeared.

Isaiah 9:1-2  But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali [Where Jesus lived and ministered] with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them.
In the day of Christ’s birth the light of God’s glory shone with full force into the affairs of man…the dark and muddied affairs of lost men.  Sadly things have not changed much in 2000 years in this second category. Much of the world still lies in darkness.  It is a spiritual darkness of the soul that characterizes every man and woman on the planet.  It is a darkness that comes about because they are not exposed to and living in the presence of Jesus Christ.  
Let’s take our Bibles and look at the text of Scripture for this Sunday. It is found in John Chapter One. Let’s read it now…starting in verse one. 

John 1:1-14  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This morning we propose to answer the last of the five questions we have asked this Christmas season.  The first four were: 

· When did He appear?   
At the precise time planned and predicted
· Where did He appear?  
In the precise place planned and predicted
· Who appeared?
  
God the only Son.
· What did He appear to do?
He came seeking His lost Sheep
The last one is “Why did He appear?’  I have purposly  left this to last because I believe it puts the crowning touch on all the others.  It is, perhaps, the least understood by Christ’s church today.  Jesus is the light of God in a dark world.  It is not Christianity, Doctrine or even Christians that are light.  It is Christ Jesus our Lord.  Why did God the Son come to Earth?  To Reveal God to men.  God wanted to be and still wants to be known by those He created. 
Our text will lay it out for us clearly in three ways. 
· God is more Awesome than you ever imagined [1-3]

· Mankind is more damaged by sin than you ever imagined  [4-11]
· Jesus revealed God to man more perfectly than you ever imagined. [14]
God is more Awesome than you ever imagined  [1-3]

John 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  
Almost everyone who reads this passage or hears it for the first time is puzzled over what John is trying to say.   Let’s take these verses apart for a minute to understand them more fully. 
In the Beginning: No term would grab a Jew’s attention qucker than this.  In fact if I were simply to say to 100 people even today, “In the Beginning,”  a high percentage of them would know that I was speaking from Genesis and was about to talk about the creation of the universe.  
These are the first words of the Jewish Scripture.  The first words of God’s revelation of Himself to His people.  They smack of ETERNITY past.  They speak of the beginning of all things that we can comprehend while at the same time reminding us of all there is about God that is incomprehensible.  This is the beginning of time and matter as we experience it today.  
The Word:  At that moment when nothing had been created and there was no physical universe to recon time by…at that moment there was already existing what John calls “The Word.”   Now this is plain in the Greek language and it is also plain in the English.  Before anything created existed…when there was only God [Genesis 1:1] there was “The Word.”
So…why is John using a term like this?  Some will point out that the Greeks understood this to mean the divine principle of wisdom, reason and mind.  The Greek readers would therefore have known instictively that John was speaking of God.  They might have even thought of the “unknown God” that Paul preached in Athens.  But,  John is also writing to Jews and he would want to use something that would resonate with them.  To start a story criptically is to guarantee its failure.  Who will read past the first paragraph if they cannot understand it?
John did not do that.  He struck a chord that reverberated in the mind of all his readers. The Jews would have known exactly what John was talking about. 
· First of all:  He had already used the phrase “in the beginning.”  This would set the stage for the first time that the Eternal God began to create and reveal Himself. 
· The Jewish reader knew that God alone created the world but they also knew that the Old Testament referred to His Word repeatedly when He created and when He cared for them. 
Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.
Psalm 107:20 He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions.

About 250 years before Jesus appeared God had begun to reveal to the Jewish people the whole idea of “The Word.”  The Rabbis had begun to paraphrase the Old Testament Scriptures and in these paraphrase often substituted the term “The Word” for the name of God.  This was especially the case where the Hebrew indicated that there were two Gods in the passage.  
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah-- from the LORD out of the heavens.

The old paraphrase said, “then the Word rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah---from Yahweh out of heaven.”
Now here is the point of what I am saying;  The Jews knew that John was talking about the God of heaven…the Living God…Yahweh the God of Creation.  They were not puzzling over the meaning of this “Word.”  Many Rabbis had taught over the centuries that “The Word” would be the Messiah.   It is in this context that the Scripture begins to infuse authoritative meaning into the term.  The language here is no longer cryptic to us.  The Bible is speaking of the one and only God in this passage.  
Was with God:  Now wait a minute…How can the one and only God be with Himself?  God’s Scripture is distinguishing “The Word” from the Father in this opening verse.  By saying that The Word was with God it clearly calls for another person to be present.  The Father and the Word then are clearly distinct.
The Word was God:  But the Word is clearly called God by this next phrase in verse one.  Verse two just repeats and drives home the point; “He was with God in the Beginning.”    

We therefore have, in one sentence, the following assertion by God Himself in the Scripture:
Before anything was ever created,  “The Word” already existed.  
“The Word” was there with God and that “Word” was 
already “God” before anything was ever created.
The grammar is not hard to understand.  The concept is more difficult.  If God is “one” how can there be another who is with Him and said to be Him at the same time.  You are not alone in trying to grasp this truth.  This is your God…please…I beg you do not reduce Him to something you can fully grasp with your finite mind.  Do not have a God in a box like the cultists do.  Men are busily creating God in their own image today.  God says…NO!...this is who I am.  Know me!  I will reveal myself to you as I really am.  Do not change me to suit your own ideas.  Listen to these Old Testament Verses: 
Exodus 15:11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?
Psalm 71:19 Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God, you who have done great things. Who, O God, is like you?
Psalm 113:5 Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high,

The believers of the Old Testament knew that God was awesome in His Glory they just had no idea how awesome and how glorious.  We are about to find out.
John 1:3  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

The Word created all things.  He was there with God before anything was created.  This means that He Himself was not created.  He was with God before creation and He was God before creation.  When we add this information to what was said in Genesis we realize that all three members of the Trinity were present at the moment of creation and mentioned in the Scripture. 
Genesis 1:1-2  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.
God is a “Trinity”  This is a word that comes from combining two other words.  “Tri,” meaning three and “unity” meaning one.  He is not three God’s …He is one God.  He is not one Person…He is three persons.  By coming into the world, Jesus Christ revealed clearly what had only been alluded to before.  
I don’t want to explain the Trinity to you right now.  I want you to behold your God.  This is not intellectual suicide.  It is totally viable reasoning.  Men are not God.  They do not think like God and they cannot fully comprehend God.  Most of us are alright with that but when the skeptics and false teachers appear at our doors we are speechless.  Do you think that this belief is more foolish than believing that the human brain came about by chance.  That the order of the universe was caused by an explosion.  That your children are nothing but random layers of protoplasm and genetic material.  No my friends…We are receiving God’s revelation of Himself to us.  This we do in humility and with joy.  
God…it turns out, is bigger and more amazing than the Old Testament believers ever imagined.  At the same time this Scripture tells us about God, it also tells us something even harder for most humans to accept.  It tells us that: 
Mankind is more damaged by sin than you ever imagined  [4-11]

John 1:4-11  4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men:  God is the sole source of life in the universe.  He has life in Himself and He has given it to His creation.  Not only that but He gave it to His crowning accomplishment of creation…to man.  He gave it in His own image and personally breathed into men the breath of life.  God gave Himself to men and women in a different way than with any other creature.  

But man preferred to think, decide and live apart from God.  Man the perfectly loved and formed child, poked his finger into the eye of his creator and shunned the eternal life that was his at creation.  Since that time we have labored under the impending prospect of our death.  Death takes away what we most cherish…life.  The prospect of it even robs us of much of the joy in this life. 
The text stresses the exclusivity of Jesus our Savior.  He is the only Savior of men.  Notice the phrase: The Life was The Light of men.  There is one life giver and he is the one light of men.  This is almost universally rejected in this day.  Even the church that wears the name of our Savior often considers His sacrifice on the cross just a sentimental object lesson of some sort.  After all, why would Jesus have to die on the cross if all religions lead ultimately to God. 
There came a man sent from God [6]:  God had predicted the coming of John the Baptist.  He would be the unmistakable sign that the Messiah was there.  Men did not have to guess or wonder when they saw this sign.  

He came as a witness, to testify about the light [7]:  John did preach repentance but make no mistake about it…He came to preach Christ.  He came to testify to the light and the Light of the World was Jesus Christ. 
The true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man [9]:  The darkened souls of men and women have only one hope. There is one light for men and that is Jesus Christ.  A religion built up around His name will not suffice.  Doing morally acceptable deeds and even trying to copy His life will only confer an attitude of self righteousness on us.  
He was in the world:  The Word who created the world, was actually in the world.  This is a clear assertion that God came to earth.  
The world did not know Him: They did not recognize Him. This truth needs to be considered for a moment.  Men are in darkness.  You cannot recognize anything in the dark…So God sent His light into the world to light it up.   
He came to His own [11a]:  As creator of everything, He owns everything.  Did you know that God owns you my friend.  This is what it means when it says “He came to His own.”  Not only does God own you…He also owns all that you own.  Everything you have He made and gave to you.  That beloved child or parent.  That comfortable house or satisfying job.  Everything…I cannot stress this sufficiently….everything is His.  He came to His own.  
Those who were His own did not receive Him [11b]:  But those He owned did not embrace Him.  Earlier in verse it said that the darkness did not “comprehend” the light.  This means to take a hold of it…to get your mind around it.  Men in darkness could not get their minds around the gospel.  
1 Corinthians 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

God came to men…they belonged to Him.  Israel was even embraced by God like a bride or a son is embraced and still they did not receive Him.  
Isaiah 65:1-2  "I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here am I,' To a nation which did not call on My name.  2 "I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,

Jesus revealed God more perfectly than you ever imagined [12-14]

 John 1:12-14  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
In verse 11 it is says that the very ones that owe their lives and every possession to Him did not receive Him.  The word “receive” means to take to your selves [like an embrace]. You cannot embrace a doctrine this way.  You cannot receive an idea or a religion this way.  You embrace a person.  That person is no longer at arms length. His life and the light that it brings into your world is no longer something you consider.  It ceases to be analyzed and comes to be embraced.  

Every person who has ever married knows what this is about.  There comes a time when you embrace this person and let down your defenses.  You decide that they will not hurt you, but love you.  You receive them.  

This of course is a flawed analogy because as husbands and wives we are flawed, but there are no flaws in Christ.  He is the source of all that you desire in this world and in eternity.    He loved you enough to suffer the indignities of humanity for you. He bore your sins in His body on the cross. He conquered death for you in the resurrection.  He has gone into heaven to prepare a place for you and He is coming again to “receive” you to himself…and yes…it is the same Greek word.  
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God:  So if even men with knowledge about the Messiah and the Scriptures that predicted His coming did not receive Him, what hope is there for the rest?
God has clearly indicated that men are not able to see in the darkness.  They are not able to become what they are not.  No one can will themselves to be born because there was no life there to begin with.  There was nothing to will anything.  We have all heard a disgruntled son or daughter say…”I didn’t ask to be born.”  Truer words were never spoken.  No one asks, decides, wants, or wills themselves to be born.  That is the doing of parents…life givers. 
This verse is not giving the order of conversion…receive Him and become a Child of God.  It is giving the results of conversion….Those who receive Him have been given the power or authority to be children of God.  To them He already gave the right to become children of God.  
Were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God:  The Bible is not speaking of our physical birth here. It is speaking of our spiritual birth. In the case of those who receive Him it is because God has willed to give you life.  In Him is life.  In Him alone is life.  When God gives it to a man that man will receive Him.  It is logically and Scripturally true.  
Ephesians 2:4-6  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us:  Here is the climax of the scene that John has painted.  In the ages before there was any created thing there existed the Living God.  The True and Only God.  By His side was “The Word.”  He was distinct from God but is said to be God.  Not only that but “The Word” created all the things that we read about in Genesis.  “The Word” is the life giver.  Who is He?  Will the teachings of the Rabbis and the intimations of the Old Testament ever be fully known to men?  YES, YES, YES!!  
This previously unknown person is God the Son.  He is God the Eternal Son.  He is the Christ…The Messiah and He actually stepped into humanity at Bethlehem.  We now know when He came, where He came to, who He was and what He came to do.  There is just this one last thing to know…Why did He do it?  I can think of a many reasons not to do this.  
When God the Son became a man, He had to leave the glory of Heaven. He had to leave the perfect love of His father for the hatred and abuse of wicked men.  He came in humility…homeless, and poor.  He was despised by the righteous, hated by His own religion and murdered by His own people as a common criminal.  Here is the answer that The Bible itself gives to the question, “Why did He do it?”
We beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father:   Jesus came to reveal how really splendid and incomprehensible God actually is.  The Glory of God is God on display.  Yes…it is that simple.  Ladies, what good is a string of pearls or a diamond necklace unless it is place around your neck for all to see.  How many men would own a classic car of their dreams and never uncover it or drive it.  Things of splendor are only splendid when they are seen.  
This is the definition of the glory of God.  It is not mysterious at all.  It is the display of the person and nature of God. It has little to do with what the preacher says…It has everything to do with what God says about Himself.  Preachers preach the Word and they Preach Christ or they are not really preaching.  Jesus was the consummate preacher.  He came proclaiming the true nature of The Father and His true relationship to Him as the Eternal Son. David would have stood speechless at this revelation.  Isaiah and Jeremiah also would have clapped their hands over their mouths. They knew He was glorious but who would have ever imagined this.  
Full of grace and truth:  Revelation shows us a Christ who is the righteous and Sovereign judge of the universe.  We know that He is the creator and sustainer of all things.  There are so many things about Christ that John could have mentioned about His Glorious Nature here.  Why are “grace and truth” highlighted?  Because these are the two crying needs of mankind. 
The Truth is that men are spiritually dead and unable to help themselves. 

The Grace is that God will help you.  He alone will help you.  You must come to the foot of the cross and to the shed blood of the Savior.  Nothing else in all the universe will suffice for your sins. 

Grace without truth is not really grace because the truth is; that man is hopelessly lost and dying.  Nothing he does can change this reality.  That is the truth.  If grace preaching withholds this reality from men then the grace it offers is not really grace at all.  It is a God who does not care about sin and its offense.  It is a God who sent His son to die for nothing.  Grace has no meaning unless it is given for no reason.  Extended to the guilty with no merit on their part.  That is the truth about grace. 
Truth without grace is not really truth because although all men are hopelessly lost and unable to save themselves, God acted in grace to save them.  He sent His own son into the world as a sinless man and then crushed Him on the cross for your sins.  
Now consider man’s offense to God.  His own creation has despised Him.  We have turned our back upon Him while receiving all His benefits and even life itself from Him.  We do not love Him, honor Him or even ever thank Him.  If our own children treated us this way we would unspeakably offended.  Now multiply this by billions and over thousands of years. The magnitude of the offense of man to God is beyond our ability to comprehend. It is an infinite offense. But, Jesus was an infinitely precious sacrifice for an infinitely vile offense.  
He came pouring out infinite grace and infinite truth…the crying needs of every man and woman.  
CONCLUSION

This is a small portion of who your God is. Christ came to reveal His Glory.  Glory is God on display.  Jesus was that in perfection. 

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.
And it is the glory of God that transforms men and not something you do.  When men behold the glory of Christ they are changed into His glory in a discernable way.  Paul was confident and so am I that Christ’s glory will change you.  That the Holy Spirit of God will so apply the glory  [knowledge] of our precious Savior to your lives that you will be transformed into His image.  Listen to what Paul said to the Corinthian Church. 
2 Corinthians 3:2-4  2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men;  3 being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.

I would ask you today to commit yourself to being in the presence of Christ more this coming year?  It is not a question of being worthy.  Christ Himself has made you worthy to come.  It is not a matter of being mature enough or perfect enough.  All the children are welcome in the Fathers house and at His feet.  He Himself will perfect you. 
It is not our imperfections that keep us distant from God.  It is our distance from God that keeps us in our imperfections.

Do this by making more time to fellowship with Christ centered believers.  More time under the preaching of Christ not just the preaching of sound doctrine.  More time worshiping your Savior together with others and alone. 
Someone has said that freedom in the Christian life is not the right to do everything we want to do but the power to do everything He wants us to do.  Such freedom occurs in the presence of His Glory.  
2 Corinthians 3:17 - 4:1  7 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  
When God is revealed to men His glory changes them. The Holy Spirit is revealing Christ through the preaching of His Word in our day.  Tend to your Savior. Behold His Glory and always…  

Psalm 113:1-9  Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, Praise the name of the LORD.  2 Blessed be the name of the LORD From this time forth and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting The name of the LORD is to be praised.  4 The LORD is high above all nations; His glory is above the heavens.  5 Who is like the LORD our God, Who is enthroned on high,  6 Who humbles Himself to behold The things that are in heaven and in the earth?  7 He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the needy from the ash heap,  8 To make them sit with princes, With the princes of His people.  9 He makes the barren woman abide in the house As a joyful mother of children. [and I add…He is the giver of all life] Praise the LORD!
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