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Introduction:

Maybe this has happened to you…you are going out the door at the last minute to work or church and you reach for your car keys and they are no where to be found.  They are lost.  I have several padlocks without keys.  I never throw them away because I might find the key someday just after I get rid of the lock. I have tools that are lost.  I know they are somewhere and they are important to me, but I just can’s find them.  Pictures, books, and dishes all somehow end up lost.  
Perhaps this is why these parables of Jesus resonated with the listeners of His day.  Sheep wonder off and coins fall behind the table and men will look for them unceasingly until they are recovered because they are…IMPORTANT.  I once watched a man take all the trash out of a garbage can in front of a drive-in because he had lost his keys and thought he had thrown them away with the empty bag. He had to find those keys…otherwise he could not drive home.  
Today I want to read you an account in the book of Luke.  In it Jesus is interacting with His constant nemesis…the Pharisees and the Scribes.”  They begin to criticize Him for his lack of religious ritual and separation and He responds with two…[actually three]…but we will only read two this morning… two stories about lost things and their importance to their owners. Let’s read it now together. 
Luke 15:1-10  Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.  2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."  3 So He told them this parable, saying,  4 "What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?  5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  8 "Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  9 "When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!'  10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

We already know that Jeaua came at the precise time chosen by the Father and He came to the precise place.  That was the “when” and the “where.”  Last week we discovered “who” actually appeared in that stable in Bethlehem and today we want to see the “what” of Christmas.  Our text reveals four vital truths you need to know about what Jesus came to do.
· Jesus came to receive sinners and even eats with them  [1-2]
· Jesus came to seek sinners not righteous men  3-7
· Jesus came for what He valued highly  [8-9]
· Jesus came rejoicing greatly over one sinner who repents. [10]
Let’s go through these verses together.  

Jesus receives sinners and even eats with them  [1-2]

Luke 15:1-2  Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.  2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."

Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him: The Bible clearly teaches that all men are sinners. But here there is mentioned a second group in very negative terms.  The problem resolves when we realize that not everyone means the same thing by the term “sinner.”  The universality of sin is taught by the New Testament.  
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--
To be a sinner in this sense is part of the human condition.  All men are sinners in God’s sight, but the Jews had a different way of using this word and  this is the way Luke uses it when he tells us this story.  

In a society of legalists, determinations of this type were made on the basis of outward behavior.  If you followed the law then you were a righteous man. If you had no regard for the law then you were a “sinner.”  Sinners were particularly and outwardly sinful.  Prostitutes, thieves, and even tax collectors were outwardly defiant of the law of God.  

Tax collectors were men who were given the authority by the Romans to collect taxes.  The problem was that they could collect way more than they had to turn over to the Romans.  In other words they had authority to take money from their neighbors and keep it for themselves.  This was in clear defiance of the law and they are often singled out, just like prostitutes and money lenders, and associated with sinners in general.  

Now we need to be very careful what conclusions we draw from the life and teaching of Jesus here.  There are two possible ways of looking at these verses: 

· Many assert that Jesus condoned sin and did not call for repentance when He received and ate with sinners.  In other words, you don’t need to be righteous to go to heaven. 
· The other possibility, and I believe this is the only one that fits the entire New Testament is this:  The “so called” righteous are no better than the outwardly filthy.  God regards all men as sinners in need of the same salvation.  Jesus was constantly making this point during His earthly ministry. 
Not only did the Pharisees see themselves as righteous by the law they even condemned the lame and blind…people who had not violated the law, but where just disfigured physically.   

King David used the epitaph 'lame and blind' to describe his enemies (2 Sam 5:8).  The Jews of Jesus day taught that “the lame and blind” were excluded from the Messianic banquet: "Every person smitten…in his feet or hands, lame or blind or deaf…let these persons not enter…" (1 QSa 2:3–7). 
Look back just a few verses to Luke 14:

Luke 14:16-21  16 But He said to him, "A man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many;  17 and at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now.'  18 "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.'  19 "Another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.'  20 "Another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.'  21 "And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the head of the household became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 
The Pharisees charged that Jesus was "a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners" (Luke 7:34 On one occasion Jesus said to some religious leaders in Jerusalem, "The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you" (Matthew 21:31).  WHY???  Why are sinners going into the kingdom while the righteous are not?  Please do not miss this point.  
They are going there because they came to Jesus Christ.
He was the solution to their sin and not their own self righteousness and outward performance of their religion.  
There is one other reason why sinners go in and the so called “righteous” do not.  Jesus came to seek sinners.  He came calling sinners. Everything in our experience and inner man tells us to keep our sin from God.  If He ever finds out what we know full well about our hearts and actions…He will never, ever let us into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus is calling sinners.  Do not be afraid to acknowledge your sin before God. 
Luke 5:30-32  30 The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?"  31 And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick.  32 "I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."
By outwardly receiving sinners Jesus was saying…”only sinners can go to heaven.”  The righteous are not righteous at all.  They are just cleaned up on the outside.  They will not let me wash them and in their pride insist on presenting themselves to God as righteous enough in their own selves to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”  
Jesus seeks sinners not righteous men  [3-7]
Luke 15:3-7  3 So He told them this parable, saying,  4 "What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?  5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
Jesus often spoke of Himself as a shepherd.  
John 10:11-14  11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12 "He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13 "He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,

In Luke’s account, Jesus is the shepherd.  He has come to seek His lost sheep.  Now this is a very important point.  This story is not about sheep.  It is not about coins and it is not about Pharisees or sinners.  
It is about Jesus Christ who is God the Son.
Forget about everything else right now.  We may return to it later, but for now I want to ask you this question…What was Jesus doing when He came to Earth?    He was coming to gather His sheep.  This Scripture reveals God’s Sovereign choosing of His sheep before the foundation of the world.  Let me just show you the reality of this in the Scripture.  
· John 6:38-40  38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."
Believers have been given to the Son by the Father.  They are His and they were always His.  All that remains is for them to behold the Son and believe.  This is why we preach Christ.  Getting people to jump through doctrinal hoops or say certain things is no substitute for “beholding the Son.”  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
· John 10:27-30  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one."
Believers not only come to Christ because they were always His but they remain with Him because they are always His.  Who will storm the throne of heaven and pry open the hand of the Sovereign God?  Who will defy His Eternal will and power and take away what is eternally His.  We are His. 
Psalm 100:3-5  3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.
· John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
I have heard people say, “if you believe that God eternally chooses and keeps his children then you will have license to sin.”  “There is no incentive to do good without the fear of hell.”  But, Jesus clearly address that objection Himself.  We have not only been chosen, known, and owned by the Father since eternity, but we have been appointed to “bear fruit.”  Your salvation and your sanctification are the work of God through Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
· Ephesians 1:3-6  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

God has so set His affection on you my dear Christian that the Scripture says that He has blessed you with every Spiritual blessing.  Notice again the assertion that His choosing is not a pass to sin.  It is a ticket into His family as a son.  Adopted, washed, forgiven and lavishly loved. 
This second spiritual truth we need to know is this:  Jesus was seeking that which was already His.  His sheep.  The proof of this is simple enough.  

Sheep are still sheep even when they are lost.
Jesus values His own highly  [8-9]

Luke 15:8-9   8 "Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  9 "When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!'
But, what if a man or woman who Jesus is seeking simply cannot be found?  He or she is intent on running, hiding….staying lost.  To answer this Jesus told another parable.  This one about something everyone values. MONEY.  Yes, everyone can relate to losing money.  We lose it through bad business deals or unwise purchases but what if you knew you had 10 hundred dollar bills that you left on a table but now you could only find 9 of them.  Would you just say…Oh well…I guess 9 will be enough for me.  NO NO NO.  You would never do that.  That other hundred is yours and you are going to retrieve it even if you have to turn the house upside down to find it.  
Light a lamp:  She literally picks up a lamp.  Why?  So that she can see.  This coin is not going to go unnoticed and unclaimed.  
Sweep the house:  She is going to make certain that it is not under something else or in some other way invisible to her. 

Search carefully until she finds it:  This is not a casual search.  It is a consuming search.  This is what she does until she finds it.  
What is Jesus’ point here?  Why is she so intent?  Because the coin is of great value and it is hers.  You are that coin my friend and God is the woman of the house.  You are of great value to Him and He will not stop His search until you are securely deposited in the purse in which you belong.  Jesus was seeking that which had infinite value to Him.  That would be you.  One final point,
Coins are still coins even when they are lost.

Jesus and the Father rejoice greatly over one sinner who repents. [10]

Luke 15:10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
I want you to notice the outcome of each of these searches.  Both the shepherd and the woman of the house are overjoyed when they found their lost items.  So much in fact that they both called their friends to come and rejoice with them. 
· Luke 15:5-6   5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'
· Luke 15:9  9 "When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!'
We are not accustomed to joy.  We have trouble imagining God rejoicing, but that is exactly what Jesus is teaching us in this parable.  Both the shepherd and the woman represent God and both rejoice greatly over the retrieval of their lost possession.  So much so that they are compelled to tell everyone and invite them to enter into their joy.  
We are inclined to imagine God as sullen and brooding over the sins of men.  When someone finally has the good sense to repent and believe God says something like, “Its about time you woke up and smelled the coffee.”  You can come into my house, but I don’t like you very much.  You still reek of sin and weakness.  Perhaps, in time, you will be able to clean yourself up and be a fitting child in my family.”  
But this is absolutely untrue.  As surely as the shepherd and the woman rejoiced, the Scripture says, “in the same way…"In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
There is joy:  Where does joy come from?  Certainly not from life on this planet.  We have trouble being joyful even when life is good.  How many times have you known someone who seems to have everything going for them but has no joy.  No not from men but from God.  God is the source of all joy.  
1 Chronicles 16:26-27  26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens.  27 Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and joy  are in His place.

Nehemiah 8:9-10  9 Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law.  10 Then he said to them, "Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

Psalm 16:11  11 You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy,  In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.

Joy originated and dwells with God.  When we finally come physically into His presence this is what He will say to us: 

Matthew 25:23  'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
In the presence of the Angels:  This is joy in the presence of the angels.  Do not read this that the angels are the ones rejoicing.  I believe that is probably true, but that is not what it says.  It says that there is joy in their presence.  If the Shepherd who rejoices is God and if the Woman who rejoices is God…I submit that it is God who rejoices in the presence of the angels.  He calls all the heavenly hosts and says, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'”
Over one sinner who repents: God does not need to find ten or a hundred before He rejoices.  He rejoices over one sinner.  He rejoiced over you.  The day that Jesus found me and opened my eyes to behold His beauty was the day I caught up in the joy of heaven.  It spilled out through the gates of Glory and flooded my soul.  
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  These realities reveal what Christ was doing when He came.  
· It is not sinners who receive Christ, but Christ who receives sinners. 

· It is not sinners who seek the Savior, but a Savior who seeks sinners.

· It is not sinners who value Jesus but a Jesus who values sinners. 
Why did He appeared in Bethlehem.  He came seeking what belonged to Him.  The time was full for that to happen.  God the Eternal Son would step into humanity seeking that which was always His since the before the foundation of the world.  He left the joy of heaven for the Cross.  He came for you my friend.  Christmas is about Jesus Christ. The Scripture is about Jesus Christ and His church is for and about Jesus Christ.  That is why you should
Hebrews 12:2-3  2 fix… your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
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