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Introduction:

So far in our studies this Christmas season we have learned when and where Christ Jesus appeared.  
He appeared at the exact time that the Father and the Son had chosen.  

Galatians 4:4-6  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

He also appeared at the exact place that the Father and Son had chosen.
Matthew 2:1-6  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him."  3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"

Starting today we want to consider carefully three more questions about the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They all center around the person of Jesus.  We will take one each Sunday until Christmas.  Those questions are: 
· Who was it that appeared at that precise place and time?

· What did He come to accomplish?
· Why did He actually come to Earth?
The answer to these questions distinguishes true children of God from those who only profess Christianity as religion.  Jesus made His identity the central issue of His earthly ministry.  “Who do men say that I am?”, He asked the disciples.  If you get this wrong you miss the entire point of Christmas and you will miss salvation in the process. 
So let’s begin with the “who” question.  Who exactly appeared in that manger in Bethlehem?  Take your Bibles and lets turn to our text for this morning.  It is found in First Timothy chapter three and we will start reading in verse fourteen…reading down through chapter four, verse six. 
1 Timothy 3:14-16 14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long;  15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.  16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.  
1 Timothy 4:1-6 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.  4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude;  5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.  6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.
Our text is going to answer the question we have posed this morning.  Who exactly appeared in Bethlehem?  Everyone will answer, “Jesus...or Jesus Christ,” but who was HE??  And why is it important to know? That is the subject of our inquiry.  Our Scripture answers this question by revealing three key issues for every man:
· What is “The Truth” that all men must believe?  [3:14-16]
· How do men fall away from “The Faith?”  [4:1-3]
· How are we nourished daily by “The Faith” and doctrine? [4:4-6]
What is “The Truth” that all men must believe?  [3:14-16]

1 Timothy 3:14-15 14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long;  15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.  
Paul has been traveling away from Ephesus where Timothy is caring for Christ’s church.  Timothy is a faithful servant but he is not an apostle and he does not have the New Testament to refer to.  Paul is concerned that the church in Ephesus will not be ordered as it should be and so he writes this letter back to Timothy.  In it he warns Timothy not to tolerate false teachers, how to pray for leaders and rulers and what the character of church leaders is to be like.  It seems like a simple straight forward Pastor’s manual until we come to these verses.  Here Paul tells the true purpose that is driving his instruction.  We may also rightly conclude that these are the motives driving the Spirit to have these thoughts included in our Scripture. 
I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God:  The church is not a religion in the New Testament.  It never was and efforts to make it one are actually fought against very strongly.  It is instead a “household” and it is “the household of God.”  The Spirit very carefully chose a word that means an inhabited house thus stressing the people in it.  The church is never a building.  It is always the people.  It is never about its leaders or its prestige or its power and influence.  It is always about its people.  The church then is said to be the “Family of God.”  Families are defined by their parents and in this family by their Father. 

Which is the church of the living God.  Human families are often “blended families.”  That is to say; the children might not all have the same father or mother.  In God’s family, however,  all the children have exactly the same Father. This household or family is said to be a gathering of the children of the “Living God.”  The Bible uses this term for God 28 times to contrast God with dead gods of wood and metal.  The Living God is a life giving God and that is precisely what He has given to everyone of His own children.  He grants us life in all its aspects, both physical and spiritual.  The Spiritual is in view in this passage.   
Ephesians 2:4-5   4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
This Household is The pillar of the truth.  We use this expression almost like the Greeks did.  We might say that a person is a “pillar” of the community.  In this case God says that the church is the “pillar” of the truth.  The church…as God defines it…holds up the truth in this world.  It has become the pillar of truth…
By Revelation:  

Ephesians 3:8-11  8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,

By Proclamation:  

Romans 10:13-15  13 for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."  14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?  15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"

The support of the truth.  The word “support” means a foundation or a footing.  The Church is holding up the truth from the ground up.  It is a word speaking of stability and permanence. 

The church consists of “the children to whom the Father has given life.”  It is not the institution, denomination, the pastor or elders.  It is never the building.  Men and women who have been given life by their Father are the means God chose to make the “truth” stand.  
But what is “The Truth?” The Scripture speaks of “THE TRUTH.”  It does not say that the church is the pillar and support of truth.  Those are two vastly different statements.  The article ‘the’ insists that there is one truth that contrasts with all other pretenders.  The True Church testifies to “The Truth.”  What is the one truth that defines all truth?  The one thing by which everything else in the universe is to be evaluated and tested?  And what is “The Truth” that every child in his Father’s house is supporting? Look at the next verse with me.
1 Timothy 3:16 16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.  

By common confession.  The Bible begins to define this truth with this phrase.  It is a word that means undeniable agreement.  There are no voices raised in opposition to this truth.  Every last single witness is telling precisely the same thing.  Now this would be a prosecutor or defender’s dream scenario.  Every witness testifies to the same reality. 
Now think carefully with me now for a moment.  Almost from the beginning men have denied Christ while claiming to be “Christians.”  The church has had its false teachers…

2 Peter 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them-- bringing swift destruction on themselves.

How can the Bible say that this confession of a unifying truth is common, universal and undeniable?  Here is the answer: 
· The Bible is not working from man to God.  It is not saying that because all men confess a certain truth that it is therefore true.

· The Bible is working from God to man.  It is saying that this “truth”  is universally and unanimously confessed by those children of His to whom He has given eternal life.  How can God be so sure?  Because He has revealed it to us and placed His Spirit within us to confess it continually to us.  

Galatians 4:6  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."
Romans 8:15-16  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
Great is the mystery of godliness:  The common, universal confession starts with this statement.  A mystery in the New Testament is one of the most perfectly understood things there is.  It is always used to describe something that God had not revealed in the past…but now…that the time had come, He is revealing it to men.  Just a couple examples among many will help us understand what a “mystery” is in the New Testament.
1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,
Colossians 1:26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,
This is a mystery of godliness.  How are men ever, ever to be truly godly?  From the moment Adam and Eve were driven from the garden, men have never been godly.  In fact, God Himself blocked the way back to Himself with a guard of fierce spiritual beings.  Even His law served only to bind us as prisoners of sin.  
Galatians 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 
The mystery of how a man becomes godly is Christ Himself.  It is not religion and certainly not good works.  Keeping the Law is completely inadequate.  If men are going to ever be godly or righteous it will be Jesus Christ who will make them that way. 
Let’s review:  The Scripture tells us here that there is one “Truth” that all the children of the living God confess.”  Satan raises up voices within the institutional church to deny this truth, but God states that His True children all confess this one “Truth.”  It is the hallmark of all to whom He has given His Eternal Life. It is about “WHO” Christ is.   Let’s look at this truth in detail. 
He who was revealed in the flesh.  If you are reading a KJV you might notice that it says, “God was manifest in the flesh.”   I just want to put your mind at ease. Saying “He who” in no way takes away from Christ’s deity.  The words “who” and “God” in Greek are only one letter different.  The evidence favors “who” in the Greek texts that we have, but let me show you why this is not a concern.  
Who is a masculine pronoun.  It therefore refers grammatically, to the last masculine noun that we find in the text.  Now take your Bibles and just back up to verse 15 and you will find that noun and its modifier.  There it is:  “the living God.”    So no matter how we recon the Greek word the verse always says that the “Living God was revealed in flesh.” This last phrase means His humanity and does not refer to anything sinful.  We are in flesh because that is the way God chose to make man in His image. 
Was vindicated in the Spirit:  This phrase means that He was shown to be righteous. Now…why would this be something that would describe our Savior? He was certainly the most righteous of all men.  
1 John 3:5   5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 
1 Peter 2:21-22  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;

But the religious leaders of His day had declared Him a vile sinner.  In fact they put Him to death as a sinner.  A criminal worthy of execution because He was a blasphemer.  

Matthew 26:63-66  63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God."  64 Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN."  65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy;  66 what do you think?" They answered, "He deserves death!"

Not only that but,  The Father orchestrated and even brought to pass the crucifixion of Jesus.  Was that just?   No.  It is not just for a righteous man to die as a criminal.  Therefore God acted through the Holy Spirit to vindicate His Son.  Every claim of Christ’s to deity and equality with the Father was vindicated by the Spirit through The Resurrection. 
Romans 1:1-4  Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Seen by angels:  Men make entirely too much of angels.  Angels worship and serve God.  They care for and protect His elect, but their own focus is always on God. Whenever we here them instruct men it is always the same…worship God. 
Revelation 22:8-9   8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.  9 But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God!”  
The angels of God are concurring voices to “The Truth” of who was born in that stable. God’s true children confess The Truth of who Jesus is because the Father has given us His life and sent the Spirit into us to testify to the Glory of Jesus Christ, but the angels confess because they were there.  They saw it.  They saw the fall and the ruin of man and all creation and then they watched in stunned silence as the Creator Himself became sin for you.  As He stooped into a filthy barn in an obscure village.  As He was born homeless and hated from the day He appeared on Earth.  They watched the miracles, the crucifixion and the resurrection and God let them testify to its reality.  Their voices speak even today.  
Hebrews 1:6  6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."  
Luke 2:12-14  12 "This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."

Matthew 28:2-6   2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.  4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.  5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  6 "He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.

He was also proclaimed among the nations:  This is a miracle and a testimony to the reality of who Christ Jesus is.   A man who was never more than 40-60 miles from His place of birth, who was rejected by His own religion and people.  Who died as a criminal and a religious traitor with all of His few followers forsaking Him at the moment of His death.  This man has been preached among the nations.  This was God’s intention from the very beginning.  He told Abraham that “through him all the nations of the earth will be blessed.”  David also announced God’s plan repeatedly. 
Psalm 22:27-28  27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations will worship before You.  28 For the kingdom is the LORD'S And He rules over the nations.
Believed on in the world:  Going along with this same amazing historical truth is that He was believe on in that same world.  Why would anyone believe a message like this?  This one lone rejected man was actually God.  Not just “a god” but the one and only “Living God” who gave life to all creation.  God Himself came to redeem fallen sinners.  He did not send another fallen man.  Jesus was not a great force for morality or talented religious prodigy.  He was the God of Heaven.  And that is exactly why He was….
Taken up in glory:  He came from Glory and to Glory He returned…but not before He accomplished and revealed the “mystery of godliness.  Now remember…a mystery is not something you cannot know or understand.  It is something that God is now revealing to you precisely so that you can know and understand it.  Jesus so perfectly finished the work of your salvation that He was able to return to the Father’s side.  The Holy Spirit would now take over and bring men and women into the family of God.  
THE TRUTH that all God’s true children confess is this Christ.  It will never be sufficient to belong to a Christian denomination.  God will not accept mental assent to a doctrine about Jesus and He rejects man made Christs who are stripped of their Deity and Glory.  God instead causes His true children to confess this Christ, with one voice, as God the Son who became a man.  As the one who died for our sins [just as He said He would] and then was proven truthful by the Spirit of God when The Spirit raised Him from the tomb. His household of children accept the testimony of the angels and the miracle that He has been both preached and believed on throughout the world.  He has now returned to heaven.  Death could not hold Him for He is the life giver.  This then is “The Truth” that the church of the living God, the household of faith confesses with a single voice.  All dissenting voices come from outside the household of faith.  
How do men fall away from “The Faith?”  [4:1-3]

1 Timothy 4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 
Notice again that the Scripture uses the term “the faith.”  This is the one defining body of truth that characterizes and is on the lips of all God’s true children.  How then do men fall away from this one “Faith?’

They do it by paying attention to something other than Christ Jesus.  In the case of those who fall from faith it is the doctrines of deceiving spirits and demons as well as hypocritical liars who have no conscience about speaking falsely about the Living God.  
Hebrews 2:1-3  For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,  3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

Hebrews 3:1-2  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;  2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.

God warns us to pay attention only to Christ. This means we are to consider who was born in that stall.  Who do you say that He is?  The unanimous confession of His true children is that He is the Christ the Son of the Living God.  He has come in the flesh to save His elect.  He is worthy of all praise and worship for He Himself has accomplished our redemption. 

Men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared:   What do these deceitful spirits and teachers instruct us to do?  They give us ritual and sexual error in the name of religion. The arguments go like this: 

· Sexuality is the source of great evil, therefore we will abstain from marriage.  We can even make it more spiritual by saying that we are married to the Church and are the bride of Christ so we can never be the bride or groom of another.  

· Earthly pleasures are the source of evil, therefore we will deny ourselves foods and drinks that we desire.  This will prove our devotion to God and he will therefore be more pleased with us.   
It is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. The Scripture tells us that these things were created by God for His own children.  They are His good and joyous gifts to men.  Our wife or husband, your food and drink…all gifts from God to be received with thanksgiving. The Word of God sanctifies marriage, eating and drinking.  Prayer is used to thank God for His gracious and joyous blessings in this life.  God gives permission to enjoy your life.  Demons, and religious liars do not.   

Proverbs 5:18  18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your youth.
Ecclesiastes 3:12-13   12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime;  13 moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor-- it is the gift of God.

Men, even religious, bible believing men, fall way from “The Faith”  which is “The Truth” by paying heed to what they do for God and not what He has done for them.  They substitute their works for Christ’s Cross work.  They prefer their own efforts to the efforts of their Savior.  So how shall we be nourished again by “The Faith.”  
CONCLUSION: 
How are we nourished daily by “The Faith” and doctrine? [4:4-6]

1 Timothy 4: 6    6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.

“The Truth” and “The Faith” both refer to Jesus Christ.  They do not refers to doctrines, rituals or teachings that a church, preacher, priest, or denomination disseminates “about Christ.”  These things give the appearance of godliness, but they deceive.  The Scripture warns us about substituting religion for Jesus. 
Colossians 2:23  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

What we are pointing out most joyously, to you today, is that Jesus Christ is God the Son who stepped into a human body and was born into the world at Bethlehem. That He was declared God the Son by the Holy Spirit when He raised Him from the dead, that the angels of heaven saw it all happen and they testified, that He was preached to and believed in by the whole world, and that He was taken back into heaven bodily and physically just like He came.  
This is what nourishes the child of God.  This is the “Who” of Christmas.  We need to get this right or we miss God completely.  God The Holy Spirit started life in Mary’s womb.  God The Father protected the virgin mother and her perfect child and God the Son stepped into that body and became a real human being so that He could redeem real human beings.
Hebrews 10:5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me;
Jesus is the sole source of our strength in God.  He secured our salvation and lives to care for us even now.  God the Son’s human life on earth from start to finish is our declaration.  His eternal glory is “the truth” that we [His children]    speak with one voice.  All His sons and daughters confess with Peter:  “You are the Christ…The Son of the Living God.” 
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