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Introduction:

Your full name.  Your date of birth.  Your mother’s maiden name and your place of  birth all serve to identify YOU!  It is unlikely that anyone other than you will have all those identifiers lined up exactly in a row. That is why they are often required for identification.   In this day of identity theft it is really important that you are who you say you are.  It is no longer enough just to give your name or even to show a credit card.  Precise identification is required to keep people from impersonating you.  This is a human problem…but does God have this problem as well?
At first blush this seems almost absurd…After all,  who could possible impersonate God? Would he not be exposed as a fraud almost immediately?  Our rational minds tell us yes, but the truth is far different. 
In the years preceding and following the appearance of Christ there were numerous Messiah impersonators.   Jesus Himself warned the disciples about the ongoing possibility of deception after He Himself left the Earth. 
Matthew 24:4-5   4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you.  5 "For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.
Our modern day is also furnishing numerous examples of men who impersonate God

From CNN:  Jose Luis de Jesus Miranda is not your typical minister. De Jesus, or "Daddy" as his thousands of followers call him, does not merely pray to God: He says he is God.

"The spirit that is in me is the same spirit that was in Jesus of Nazareth," de Jesus says.

This is an example of making a mere man God.  Equally disturbing and on about the same level is making God into a mere man.  This is the false teaching of Mormonism. 

From the Mormon Church: 
· First, we believe that God is a being with a body in form like a man's; ... that in a word, God is an exalted, perfected man. 

· Second, we believe in a plurality of Gods. 

· Third, we believe that somewhere and some time in the ages to come ... man at last may become like God—a God.   

Elder Brigham H. Roberts of the LDS hierarchy 
So… apparently it is possible for people to impersonate God and gather followers around themselves.  But, what is driving this deception?
It is Satan Himself.  He desires to be “god” and receive worship and glory to himself.  Isaiah records the intentions of his heart. 
Isaiah 14:13-14  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.

Paul warned of his messengers.  They appear good in human terms, but they do not come preaching the Cross of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 11:4  4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15  3 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

Today we want to answer the Question “Where did Christ Appear.”  Most people know that it was Bethlehem, but God went the extra mile with His personal authentication of Christ.  He told where He would be born nearly 500 years before He appeared.  Like a personal identification today, the place of birth ruled out all who were not born in that precise small town in Judah. 
Today we want to show from Scripture that just as surely as the time of Jesus’ birth was planned and carried out with precision so also was the place of His birth.  Jesus could not have exercised any control over the place of His birth if He were merely a man.  As God the Son, every detail of His coming to men was orchestrated and predicted centuries in advance.  His appearing was to be the worst kept secret in the history of men. He came into the world with more personal authentic identification than anyone could possibly imagine.
Today I want to show you that prophecy and the details that it contains.  Then we want to look at the fulfillment of it and the impact that it had then and should have in your life today.  Where did Christ appear?  Precisely where God had always said He would…In Bethlehem. 
The Prophecy of His Birth Place: 
Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."
Too little to be among the clans of Judah:  It was a small place.  The text literally says least among the thousands.  The provinces or clans of Judah were divided up into groups of Thousands. Of all the clans or groups of “one thousand” in Judah, Bethlehem was the smallest. It barely qualified to stand alone as a clan or a province we might say today.  Because of its size it was considered unimportant in the normal ways that such things are considered.  When we were recently back east I usually told people I was from Sacramento.  Most people had not heard of Placerville although it does qualify as a town in the State of California.  

From you One will go forth for Me:  God is now introduced as the giver of this prophecy.  In verse one God tells Israel that they are going to be attacked.  The sense of verse one is “now gather your troops you city of troops.”  Always at war with their enemies, Israel had lost its dependence upon God.  It was in her own power that she fought.  God was about to give her over to those enemies.  This was the theme of the book of Micah.  God is coming forth to judge their sin and independence from Him.  They have forsaken their God by seeking satisfaction, protection and fulfillment in something…anything else.  
Micah 1:3   3 For behold, the LORD is coming forth from His place. He will come down and tread on the high places of the earth.  [places of idol worship]
Micah 1:4   4 The mountains will melt under Him And the valleys will be split, Like wax before the fire, Like water poured down a steep place.
Micah 1:9   9 For her wound is incurable, For it has come to Judah; It has reached the gate of my people, Even to Jerusalem.
Judah has become in Micah day like it was in the days of Saul their first King.  They cherished their own strength and they despised dependency on the Lord.  You probably know the story…Let me tell it to you briefly.  

1 Samuel 8:4-8  4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah;  5 and they said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations."  6 But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD.  7 The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.  8 "Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day-- in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods-- so they are doing to you also.

They wanted to be strong in their own strength and not God’s  It was God they were rejecting.  Now men very seldom make this connection but here it is in the Scripture for you.  Being independent has a very serious pitfall.  We prefer a bank account to dependency on God.  We prefer military power to dependency on God.  We prefer a good health policy to dependency on God.  Now, if you have any of those things they are not wrong, but they can be a snare.  
Saul was not a man of God.  He was a strong, tall and handsome man.  He was a man’s man and towered over his peers…but he was not dependent upon God.  Therefore, God brought him down, but not for a long time.  During that reign of Saul God went to Samuel and revealed to him that He [God] was going to chose another King over Israel.  
Samuel went to Bethlehem and called the city elders to a sacrifice.  Now God had told him that he would find God’s chosen king in the family of Jesse so Samuel had the sons of Jesse pass by Him.  The first was strong and imposing.  Very kingly in his look, but 
1 Samuel 16:7  7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."

In the end the youngest…a mere boy and a shepherd was chosen by God.  

Now lets return for a moment to that phrase in verse two, “From you One will go forth for Me.”  Micah has told how God is going forth to judge Israel for her sins but He would again send a warrior king “forth” from Bethlehem to judge her enemies. [1:3]  God does not want to destroy Israel…He wants her heart…He wants her to love, worship and depend upon Him.  Once this is accomplished there King will destroy all her enemies and they will live trusting Him forever.  
His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity:  This king will be vastly different than David.  David had a specific beginning but not this king.  Bethlehem will be a point of entry not a point of origin.  Two things are clearly in view here.  
· First:  The King Himself existed long before He ever stepped foot into humanity.  God the Son would be the one who would deliver Israel.  Only God could be described with this phrase.  This King has existed from all eternity. God alone is Eternal. 
1 Timothy 6:16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.
· Second:  It is also an eternal “going forth”  We have already noted that this is a phrase that speaks of judgment and defeat of enemies.  The place of God’s entry into humanity was planned in the Eternal Counsels of God.  He would come from obscurity like David.  He would come from an obscure town like David.  He would be chosen by the Father like David and like David…He will destroy the enemies of Israel and her God. But He would not be a mere man like David. HE would be the Eternal Son of God and His kingdom, His flock and His majesty will be permanently displayed to the very ends of the Earth. 
Micah 5:4  " 4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great to the ends of the earth.
Jesus was not the Messiah because He was born in Bethlehem.  He was born in Bethlehem because He was the Messiah.
Jesus Christ came at just the right time to just the right place.  God never intended for Christ to appear secretly.  He did everything possible to make it a media event.  Because this was an obscure village you might be tempted to think of Christ’s birth as an obscure event. Nothing could be further from the truth.  Let’s look now at the actual fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy. 
The Fulfillment of His Birth Place: 
At precisely the right time and in precisely the right place, God the Son left the splendor of the presence of His Father and entrusted Himself to the care of a 16 year old virgin.  Not only was he a helpless baby.  He was a helpless baby cared for by two homeless people in a distant city without resources, experience and help.  Here is the scene.   

It is the winter of 4 /5 BC in the Middle East.  The calendar dates, that we in the west use, were prepared by Dionysius in 525 A.D.   Dionysius modified a calendar that was in use in Rome at that time and sought to calculate the date back to the birth of Christ.  Here is what we know about the date.  Herod the Great died in the spring of 4 B.C.  Christ was born before that time according to Matthew 2:1.  The date therefore would be 4 or 5 BC.

The exact place is Bethlehem a small village about six miles from the capitol  of Jerusalem, but our story actually begins in Jerusalem one of the principle cities in the Roman Empire.  It stands at the cross roads of commerce in the ancient world and is considered even today, a focal point in the world. 

Matthew 2:1-12  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him."  3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"  7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him."  9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was.  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.
God is entering humanity in this obscure place.  Again, like with David, God takes His King from the most humble of circumstances.  God revealed the light of His glory in a little Judean town and then drew the world’s attention to that place where He would begin the plan of redemption for men.  Three types of men mentioned in this text.    God called the attention of the Magi, Herod and the Chief Priests and Scribes.   Each was drawn to Bethlehem to behold the glory of Christ.  Let’s see how they reacted.  
· The Magi

Although Jerusalem is a central city in the world, it was still an event when a major caravan of visitors from a far off country appears in town.  It is highly unlikely that there were only three.  It was not common for men to travel across the desert in small numbers. The tradition of three probably stems form the number of gifts that are mentioned in the text.  They were seeking the “King of the Jews” although they themselves were not Jews.  
Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, “saying”: The tense of the word translated “saying” or “asked” seems to indicate that they were asking everyone they met, where He was.  Surely in the capitol of Judaism, the whereabouts of the “one born King of the Jews” would be known.  
For we saw His star in the east: Furthermore they claim to have seen a sign,  “His star” while they were in the East and had come across a vast desert to worship Him. Whatever can be said about the star this much is clear, it is not the star itself but its object, The Christ Child, that God wants us to focus on.  
· They were paying attention to the knowledge they did have
The fact that these men came to Jerusalem demonstrates that God was already at work in their lives.  They saw the star.  They had read about the Christ.  
Numbers 24:17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
They did not know nearly as much as the Chief Priests and Teachers and yet they acted on what they did know.  They followed the knowledge they possessed and it led them to a personal encounter with the God of Creation.  Do not wait to get stronger in the Lord before you respond to Him. Do it now while you even with a sense of inadequacy.  

The Prophets announced the time and the place.   His conception was unique.  Angels announced His birth.  God appeared to His parents in dreams.  He ruled the wind and waves.  He fed thousands with almost no food.  He healed the sick and raised the dead. He died and then rose again.  He ascended into heaven.  Men have many more signs today then these Magi. Now…signs point the way somewhere.  God is pointing you to His Son.

· They wearied themselves to be near Him
They left home on a difficult journey for the opportunity to encounter Christ.  God had revealed the presence of His Son to them before they even set out on their trip.  They knew it was “His Star”  and they knew that He was the Messiah of God.  They were not seeking Him because they did not know Him.  They were seeking Him because they did know of Him and desired greatly to be near Him. 
James 4:8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
We draw near to God in two ways today.  We earnestly seek to forsake known sin.  When we do we draw near to God.  Being near God is an ongoing life choice. When we sin we repent and draw near again.  We sorrow over our own human condition but rejoice over our Savior’s Divine mercy.  We draw near over and over again.  It is alright to come a thousand times.  God never tires of His children drawing near. 
Double minded means:  We aren’t sure God will do what He says.  This will keep you from drawing near.  I know that many of you struggle with trusting God’s care in your life on a daily basis.  Just now tell Him that you trust Him fully even though you are afraid to do so.  Like the Magi we too should do what it takes to draw near to Christ. 
· They came asking for and seeking Him.  
Perhaps you feel that you do not need to seek Christ now that you believe, but I assure you that you will never get your spiritual fill of Him.  The knowledge of His beauty and mercy is an infinite pursuit.  Paul said that he considered all other things rubbish compared to knowing Christ Jesus. 
· They brought gifts of great value to Christ.

But we have little of value.  These men were wealthy.  True, but we do possess the one offering that God says is acceptable to Him.  The irony of it all is that we got this possession from God in the first place and it is so dear to us that we seldom even share it with Him, let alone give it to Him.  

Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Herod was certainly no king of Israel and he knew it full well. He had gained that title through intrigue and extortion.  The kings of Israel descend from the line of David and come from the house of David, Bethlehem.  Herod reigned as an illegitimate King for 37 years in Jerusalem. He butchered his wives and children and anyone else that was unfortunate enough to cross his path.  It is instructive to see how such a man responds when he encounters the God of Creation. 

King Herod

· He lived 6 miles from the birthplace of Christ

Herod was sitting on the throne that rightly belonged to Jesus.  He did not need to go anywhere to find the Christ.  Jesus came almost directly to where he was.   Today we live in a world that is flooded with the preaching and knowledge of Christ.  This is a time of year when even the secularist occasionally acknowledge the existence of Jesus Christ while remaining willingly ignorant of His true character. Pray for the people in your life to see Christ as God the Son, the only hope salvation.  His coming to Bethlehem signals the beginning of redemption.  God Himself bore your sins and mine.  If we do not worship Him we will bear our own sin in the final judgment. 
· He was disturbed by the thought of an infant King

The coming of the legitimate King was disturbing.  Jesus Christ disturbs our plans.  He asks to be given Kingship in our lives and Lordship over our ambitions. How long has it been since you asked God if there was anything He wanted you to do and then waited earnestly for Him to answer. 

· He had no knowledge of Christ’s coming

The true God was entering time and space in his very presence, but Herod  didn’t even know until the Magi told him.  

The world today lives without authentic knowledge of Christ’s coming.  Many imagine that Christmas was the end of the story, but it was actually the beginning of His Eternal Kingdom.  At Bethlehem God began His plan for a Kingdom of Righteousness and peace for the world. Isaiah spoke of it even before Micah. 
Isaiah 9:6-7  6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.
Do not imagine like Herod that God will not appear and demand His rightful place in the world.  Today there is a second appearing waiting in the wings. 
Revelation 19:11-15  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.
· He was oblivious to God’s presence in his life.

God grants to all men life.  The things that we experience and cherish are His gifts to us and yet we seldom acknowledge this. Dear friends, determine now to take time this month to thank God for who you are, what you have, and what you hope to be?  At Bethlehem God intended to make men see that He is present in the universe.  
· He possessed hatred that moved him to action

Unlike the Magi, who possessed faith that moved them to action.  Herod possessed a hatred that moved him to act against the God of Creation.  The world of his day felt the sting of his wrath, but God was untouched by it.  So it is today.  When men act with hatred toward God they hurt, abuse and murder their fellow men.  God cannot be touched by their hatred but His image bearers can.  
· He believed that God was alive in the world and was a threat to His plans
The appearance of Christ threatened Herod’s evil agenda and yes…God does threaten your agendas well.  Having made the world and everything in it and having knowledge of all events, Christ has determined a plan for your life.  In it you will receive the greatest of blessing.  Apart from it you will experience what your own skills and cleverness can bring.  May God deliver us from our own determined will? 

The Chief Priests were mostly Sadducees while the Teachers of the Law were Pharisees.  These were the professional Clergy and the Lawyers of their day.  There chief purpose was to explain and argue the letter of the law.  Little is said of their demeanor in this passage.  We unfortunately encounter them in all their splendor later on in the life of Christ.  They had academic and religious knowledge.  They knew the Scripture, but will that alone change your life?

The Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law

· They knew exactly where Christ was appearing to men.

Like Herod they did not need to move a foot in order to witness the greatest event in human history.  They were about to see the coming of Messiah. 

· They had to be asked about the coming of the Messiah. 

Messiah was not on their minds. These magi had been asking about the city for some time and yet these ones who knew, needed to be called and asked what they know.  The Star was not invisible and the Prophets were not unknown. Theirs was a willing ignorance. 
· They were apathetic about the notion of a King

While the Magi were excited and Herod was disturbed these men were apathetic.  It never seemed to cross their minds that the Bible they so cherished might actually come true and impact their lives on earth.

· They had only religious beliefs about His coming

Have you convinced yourself that it is enough just to believe the story?  Apparently these men were confident of their facts but The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was about to visit His people and they just went right back to work.    

· They were unable to recognize Christ’s appearing through the fog of their own religion.

To such people God is never personal.  He is part of their religion.  He always behaves just the way their religion says He does.  He only makes the claims on us that we are comfortable with.  These men never expected God to break out into the world and become real to them. They had created God in their own image. 

· They possessed a bogus faith that rendered them valueless to God 

This is a faith that does not act and cannot change a life.  James rightly asked, “Can such faith save him?”

· They did not believe that God was alive in the world at all.   

The Magi and Herod both believed that God had entered the course of human events.  Both responded differently.  These men did not even believe it happened.  They asserted its impossibility right up until the crucifixion of Christ and then suppressed the truth of the resurrection so as to maintain the self-deception. 

Conclusion: 


At an actual place in the Judean countryside God made the ultimate revelation of Himself to His creature.  Bethlehem is important because it was a real place, and it happened at a real time with a real God. There God became a man to redeem men. To redeem you. 
God chose that place because it would reveal the Kingly nature of Christ and His lineage from David. He chose it because it was not great.  He chose it because it was not the place men would expect.  And finally…He chose it centuries ahead of time and revealed it to men so that they could clearly know that the time of Christ’s appearing was at hand.  As we said earlier…The Coming of Christ was the worst kept secret in the world.  At Bethlehem men would meet Christ and respond to Him. 
So I ask you…what will be your response to the Christ of Creation.  Will you, like the Magi offer Him worship and gifts?  Will you give to Him that priceless possession of your own life?  Will you fear Him and His claims on your life or will you simply give mental ascent to the Christmas story, not believing that the God of Creation could break out of heaven and enter the world of men to be known and worshiped by His creation.  

John 1:10-14  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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