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Introduction:

The day after Thanksgiving begins the Christmas season in our culture.  Tragically, it has been dubbed “Black Friday” by the media.  There are two ideas about the origin of this term.  The first is that it is the day that retailers finally get into the “black” or profit column.  This is probably not true because no retailer would tolerate 11 months of loss in the hopes of a good December.  
The second explanation is the chaotic nature of malls, shops and traffic on the day after Thanksgiving.  
This derivation is made explicit in an Associated Press article entitled "Folks on Buying Spree Despite Down Economy," which ran in the Titusville Herald 
“Store aisles were jammed. Escalators were nonstop people. It was the first day of the Christmas shopping season and despite the economy, folks here went on a buying spree. . . . . "That's why the bus drivers and cab drivers call today 'Black Friday,'" a sales manager at Gimbels said as she watched a traffic cop trying to control a crowd of jaywalkers. "They think in terms of headaches it gives them."
Is it any wonder that Christmas brings to many a great deal of pressure, stress and…well “darkness.”  Some people deal with this by opting out of Christmas.  They can point to the various pagan origins of our present holiday.  Most people are dreagged along by the whole process and repeat traditions year in and year out with little thought.  
We are now in the holiday season.  This is the Christmas season and what we do with our hearts in the next 5 weeks will determine what December 25th will signify in your life.  So, during this season we will be focusing on the first coming of Christ to men.  Our approach is simple.  We will answer five questions during this time. 

· When did He appear?
· Where did He appear?
· How did He appear?
· What did He appear to do?
· Why did He appear?
Let’s begin by opening our Bibles to Galatians 4:1-7.   This morning we want to answer the question: “When did Christ appear.”  This is clearly a time question and might at first glance seem trivial.  I mean…after all isn’t the important thing that “He appeared?”  And yes…that is the important thing, but the Scripture tells us much more than that and God has purpose for everything that He has placed in His Word. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17  16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
We are therefore not asking this question in the sense you might imagine.  The exact year and date of Christ’s birth has been the subject of a lot of research and speculation.  God’s Word gives some historical markers that place the birth of Christ about 4 AD but nothing definitive for the day and month.  What God does say about it is this…Christ came exactly on Schedule.  Let’s read this passage together.  
Galatians 4:1-7  Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,  2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

The birth of Christ was not a random event. The story does not really start at Christmas.  It starts way before then.  Let’s look at four  Revelations about God and us that are in these verses.  They are: 
· The Father set the exact time for the Son’s appearance [2]
· Until Christ, we were in bondage to the things of this world [3]
· God sent His Son exactly on schedule [4]

· Upon coming; Jesus Redeemed us, adopted us, loved us and wrote us into His will. [5-7]
The Father set the exact time for the Son’s appearance [1-2]

Galatians 4:1-2  Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,  2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.

The comparison of a physical human son with our relationship to God needs a little background.  Paul is writing to a Roman world.  His readers know of the customs that he is going to describe here.  We have to familiarize ourselves with them in order to get the full impact of this passage.  
As long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave:  In a Roman home the servants [or slaves] were in charge of the master’s possessions.  One would keep the household books, another was in charge of the food. Someone tended to the garden and still others cared for the children of the master.  Those children were indistinguishable from the children of the servants themselves.  They played with, were dressed and were educated in the same way…even though they were the heir to the entire estate. He stays in this state until his father decided he was ready to be an adult. 
Until the date set by the father:  Young men did not have a set age at which they were considered adults in the Roman world.  In our society young people need only wait to turn 18 to be considered adults.  When I was young the age was 21.  The setting of a specific date has been a snare to many young men and women.  Instead of learning responsibility and accountability they are just waiting until they turn 18.  In a Roman home the father decided when the son was ready to be considered an adult.  Both the father and the son worked toward that day.  The father was training and discipling his child and the son was eager to learn those lessons of manhood that would allow him to become the man he was hardwired by God to become.  Most young men were ushered into manhood long before the age of 18.  Our society encourages children to remain children long into adulthood because they are bestowed the status of “adult” without being required to assume the responsibilities that accompany it. 
The Bible refers here to just such an arrangement.  The son of the master is under the care of the household servant or tutor.  As he grows he assumes more and more responsibility but is still not able to do anything without the permission of his tutor.  He is in effect the same as one of the other servants. 
Their was at the same time a dynamic that existed between father and son.  The father sought and worked toward shaping his son to become a real man.  If his father was a farmer, he learned to plow, plant and reap. If the father was a man of high position in Rome, his son stood beside him in the atrium when callers were received, so as to gain some practical knowledge of politics and affairs of state. The father trained the son in the use of weapons in military exercises, as well as in riding, swimming, wrestling, and boxing. The son was aware of what was going on and it was set before him as the prize that it is.  
On that day the Father would call for a special gathering of all the extended family.  A boy's coming-of-age ceremony began when the boy removed his bordered toga. The boy then dressed himself in a white tunic, adjusted by his father. If he was the son of a senator, this had two wide crimson stripes; if his father was a knight the tunic had two narrow ones. Over this was draped the toga virilis (toga of the grown man), also called the toga libera. [toga of the free man]  A procession was made to the Forum where he was enrolled as a citizen.  
This is what was happening when the Father of the prodigal brought in his best robe and placed it on his son.  He even gave him his own signet ring or [power of attorney]  The child is now the heir with all the responsibilities that accompany it. 

All of this took place exactly at the time that the Father determined.  The Bible here likens the condition of God’s chosen to this well known, everyday event in the life of its readers.  Even though God had set His affection on us and chosen us long before He formed the earth, it was at a time of His chosen that He brought us into the standing of adult children in the household.  
You and I are compared directly to that Roman child.  The child of Paul’s day was under the supervision of a tutor.  God gave His law to do the exact same thing in the world.  
Until Christ, we were in bondage to the things of this world [3]

Galatians 4:3   3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

The Scripture refers to the common state of men as “under bondage.”  We of course immediately think of sin as that which enslaves the unbeliever…but that is not at all what is discussed in this passage.  Sin is a universal tyrant of all men as is death, but so is the law.  
· Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
· 1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
Those who are under the law are living like the slaves of the house. They have never been made sons of the house nor are the heirs of the Father’s riches.  Let me just read the next two verses to make this clear.  Look at them with me in your Bible. 
Galatians 4:4-5  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Now stay right there and back up in your Bibles just a page or so to chapter three. 

Galatians 3:10-13  10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."  11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--
Galatians 3:21-26  if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
When men look to the law of God for justification they enslave themselves while imagining that they are somehow now justified before God.  The Scripture teaches in these two chapters the following things about the law of God: 
· The only way out from under the law is to be purchased by Jesus Christ.
· Living under the Law is a curse because we cannot meet its demands.

· No one is ever justified by the Law. 

· Jesus bought us by exchanging Himself for us and becoming a curse for us. 
· The Law can never give you life

· The Law has imprisoned all men so that God could save you Himself. 
· The Law was our Tutor to lead us to Christ

· We passed from practical slavery to Sonship through Christ’s Cross work on our behalf.
Yes,  you and I were slaves to sin, slaves to death and slaves to the Law.  But, the Father determined a time…a specific time to send His own Son into humanity.  Jesus delivered us from the curse of the Law just as surely as He rescued us from death and sin. Nothing about Christ’s coming was not planned and carried out precisely. When did God send Christ into the world…At just the right time. 
God sent His Son exactly on schedule [4]

Galatians 4:4  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
The fullness of the time refers to the “the date set by the father” in verse two. Both the Father and the Son planned this redemption expedition to lost humanity.  Men were born slaves.  We have already mentioned sin and death, but those born under any religion are also fully bound in slavery.  You might want to think about this for a moment.  Men are completely in bondage…whether to sin or to religion.  Do not miss this point.  If the religion God Himself designed is considered a bondage to men what possible hope do those have who live according to a religion of their design.  We might be asking the Lord at this point the question the disciples asked:

Mark 10:26-27  26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?"  27 Looking at them, Jesus said, "With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God." 

The point of the gospel is piercing.  It is impossible for you to be saved.  There is nothing you can do to free yourselves from your bondage.  No amount of self-help or transformation will suffice.  You can try to “be good” until you die and you will still be a slave to sin, death and religion.  God alone will free you and He will free you through Christ’s Work on the Cross.  He will not credit you with a single point toward that salvation. Only Christ, Only Grace, Only Faith.  
So what is the fullness of time?  It is that time in which all the things spoken of and determined by God concerning our standing with Him would come to pass.  Little by little, minute by minute, God “filled full” every prophecy and word about His Son Jesus Christ.  When everything was fulfilled the “fullness of time” had come for God to redeem His elect and bring them into the household as His sons and daughters in full standing with Him.  This is quite literally a mind numbing assertion of Scripture.  It says that God acted alone to claim His own children. 
Born of a Woman:  The Greek expression chosen by God is geno,menon evk gunaiko,j [made out of a woman].  It is the same word used by John when he said: 
John 1:14 And the Word became [was made]  flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Scripture could have said “born of a woman” or “born flesh” in John, but the Spirit emphasizes the woman…the Virgin.  
Born under the Law: Again the term “made” is used in Greek rather than merely “born.” God’s Word is emphasizing the determinate nature of this event.  Mary just didn’t get pregnant.  Jesus was not merely conceived…He was made to be conceived by the Father and the Spirit.  More importantly here, is the fact that Jesus came all the way down to where men are.  He came for you my friend.  He put himself under the curse of death and the curse of the law and the curse of sin.  
Now this is a bold statement so let me explain:

A curse is the consequences of something.  Webster says it is “a prayer or invocation for harm or injury to come upon one.”   Jesus was undeserving of any curse.  Think this through with me for a moment: 
· He was not under the curse of the Law because He had no sin to reveal.  He went under the Law to save you.  He was cursed for you.  He took your curse.

Galatians 3: 13  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "

· He was not under the curse of sin because he committed no sin.  He went under the curse of sin for you.  He became sin for you. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

· And…He was not under the curse of death because He is the author of Life.  He has life in Himself. Furthermore, death is a result of sin and we have already observed…He had no sin!!  
Hebrews 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
We have seen that the Father set the time for the Son to appear as our redeemer.  We were hopelessly bound like all me everywhere.  Jesus was sent by the Father at just time that they had determined.  All that is left is to see the purpose of that precise intervention into the time and nature of men. 
Upon coming; Jesus Redeemed us, adopted us, loved us and wrote us into His will. [5-7]

Galatians 4:5-7  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
So that He might redeem those who were under the law:  Many evangelical Bible believing Christians are living under the law.  They believe that God saved them by grace through faith but seek to be perfected by the Law.  Our text this morning clearly teaches that we are bound by the law not freed by it.  It picks away at every aspect of our lives.  We are never truthful enough, holy enough, free enough from idolatry or lust or covetousness. The law is our constant reminder of sin.  It was never designed to perfect you and if you try harder you will still fail.  Legalism as a means to Christ like living is a trap and a prison.  

Galatians 3:1-3 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Jesus was put to death under the Law of God.  He volunteered for that. He did not deserve it. He bought you by taking the curse of the Law.  

That we might receive the adoption as sons:  Those who live by law are not the adult children of the King.  They have not passed from being just like slave children to wearing the Father’s robe and standing in His presence.  An adopted child is a wanted child.  He is a sought for and sought after child.  Believe me when I tell you that you did not slip into the family of God through a side door.  God wanted you.  He always planned to get you.  He knew you before He created you.  He loved you even then.  He paid for your sins Himself. He made you alive Himself.  He put His robe upon you and called you beloved child.  
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!":  One would think that this would be enough.  I mean…who would not be content with what we have described.  We are safe in the family of God.  We are assured of God’s acceptance because of Jesus’ work on the Cross.  What more could we expect..
Well,  God not only sent His Son to redeem you and make you sons but He sent His Spirit that your heart might long for Him and love Him.  Have you ever felt that you did not love God enough?  Of course we have!  Our response to this reveals how we hope to be pleasing to God.  If we are constantly berating ourselves for our lack of love for our Lord then we are seeking to be perfected by the flesh…or the law.  They are one and the same thing in Galatians 3:2-3.  
Our intimacy with Christ and the Father is a work of the Holy Spirit.  God sent The Spirit into our hearts crying “Dear Father.”  Ask the Spirit to restore your love for Christ.  Cease striving to perfect yourself and turn your gaze toward your Savior.  Those who are fully dependent upon Christ will have their hearts turned toward God by the Spirit.  The Spirit will never turn your heart to doctrine, good works or religious activities.  He always, always, turns your heart to God.  Because it is Christ who saved you…not what you believe.  Dear Ones,  Are  you fixing your heart on Jesus this morning?  Are you crying out with a sense of belonging, “dear Father?”  That is the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.   You have every right to seek it and every expectation of experiencing it.  God wants you to love Him and He knows you need help to do it.  Depend on God’s Spirit even in this. 
Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son: Can there possibly be any more to this story?  Well it turns out that there is.  When God turns your spiritual eyes to Christ and away from all your own self righteousness and even religion…you become his son.  You are no longer a child / servant.  You have donned the Toga of a Free Man.  It is the robe of the righteousness of Christ.  Listen to How Jesus Described it. 

John 8:35-36  35 "The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  

And if a son, then an heir through God:  Once we are sons we are also heirs. Paul put it this way to the Romans. 
Romans 8:15-17  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

We have been taken into the household of God and written into the will.  We are legitimate Children.  Satan insists that we are not good enough to be God’s Children.  This is what you are to respond to that thought… “You are absolutely right!”  Does God know about your heart?  Yes, God knows all things but He has made me His Child.  Does God know that you don’t love Him as you should?  Yes, but in His grace He sent the Spirit into my heart crying our “Dear Father.” 
So what have you inherited?  You have become an heir to God’s Glory.  This does not mean you become God any more than you become your earthly father when you receive an inheritance from Him.  But, God made man in His own image and it is in that image that He intends to fully restore His Children.  The Spirit of God testifies to us that this is true.  Jesus Christ is what men were supposed to be.  God has predestined us to be conformed to His image.  
CONCLUSION

God acted at a predetermined time to put into effect His plan of redemption.  He began to carry it out on the day that Mary conceived the Christ Child in her womb. The “when” is important to show it was not a random act of history.  Just as surely as a Roman Father decided when to make His son an adult man…Our Heavenly Father decided when to deliver His chosen from their bondage to sin, death and religion and give them the standing that is beyond our imagination.  Sons of the Living God.  
Do not remain another moment as a slave in your Father’s home.  Come immediately by turning away from all human means of Salvation.  Trust Christ.  God wants you to put aside every thing you confide in and rest your soul in Him alone. 
Ephesians 1:7-12  7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace  8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
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