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Introduction:

The story we have just read is a familiar story but is decidedly not a familiar event.  In fact it is unique on the pages of Scripture and is the defining miracle of Jesus Christ.  The virgin birth does have some cheap imitations in Greek mythology, but non of them even come close to claiming that a real “flesh and blood” human being was conceived and then delivered into the world without a human father.  
This morning, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ,  I want to direct your attention for a time to the conception of Jesus.  This is what makes His birth so singularly spectacular.  Any child could have been born in a stable that night.  Any mother might have been rudely forced to travel by foot in the ninth month of her pregnancy, but this was not just any child that Mary carried.  This child was and still is the Creator of the Universe. A series of splendid realities surround the coming of God to His creatures, but this one is central to them all;  He did not merely come to men, He became a man!
This morning we will worship this baby Savior.  It will not be a mindless adoration and it will certainly not be an idolatry, for the God of creation actually slept in that lowly feeding trough on that first Christmas Eve.  
This is a story for the ages of mankind so let us look with childlike hearts at the little baby.  
God has sent Gabriel to announce to Zacharias that his dear and aged wife would soon bear a son who would be the herald of Messiah.  Gabriel told him nothing of the events that we will examine this morning.  Neither he nor Elizabeth knew about Mary and Jesus. In fact, the coming of Gabriel to Zacharias happened six months before Gabriel went to Mary.  Elizabeth is now six months along in her pregnancy.  This is why our story starts with the words, “in the sixth month.”  
· Luke 1:26-27  26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  
With this simple statement God reveals that He is the cause for this entire event.  God is about to carry out a plan that has been in and on His mind since before creation.  He sends Gabriel, an angel, to this obscure town, to an obscure young woman who is engaged to an obscure carpenter.  This place and these people have always been known to God.  God not only creates but He orchestrates. Joseph and Mary are pledged to be married mindless of what events are about to engulf them. The Roman census comes in right on cue. Herod rises to power imagining that it is his own treachery that has brought it to pass. Elizabeth is granted a child because her husband never ceased to pray for one on her behalf.  Unconnected events?  Hardly!  The conductor of His creation is about to reveal His greatest Symphony. 
Mary is a virgin.  Any child knows that you need a mommy and a daddy to have a baby.  This is just the way things are.  Luke, a doctor, I might ad, is also well aware of the way that these things normally take place.  Luke and Matthew both mention the fact of Mary’s virginity with great precision. Luke records this entire conversation between Mary and the Angel.  Mary was perfectly certain that she was a virgin.  Listen to what Matthew has to say about it. 

Matthew 1:18-23   18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.  20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."  22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."
The Bible is not obscure about this fact.  There are many people who wish to believe in a Jesus who did not enter the world this way.  Such a Jesus, however, is not the Jesus of the Bible.  He is an imaginary Christ.  He is a Christ who is no different than any other man and a man like us cannot help us.   David knew this centuries before when he said;
Psalm 49:7-8   7 No man can by any means redeem his brother Or give to God a ransom for him--  8 For the redemption of his soul is costly, And he should cease trying forever—

No man can ‘redeem’ another because we all have sin.  No man has what it costs to redeem another. What you need is a man who can take your place.  A man who can have your sin laid upon Himself because He has non of His own.  

The Bible teaches clearly that our human nature is received from our human fathers.  God purposed Adam to be the head of the race and when His nature fell, it was that nature that he in turned passed to all men.  Because of this all men sin.  Every human being has his own sin.  But we need a human redeemer.  Only a human could bear human sins.  Gabriel is about to reveal God’s solution to our hopeless condition. 
· Luke 1:28-30  28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29 But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was.  30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  
If we must choose one word to describe Mary’s state of mind then perplexed might work.  The truth is that Mary is greatly agitated and begins to talk to herself and try to figure out why this strange man is suddenly in her chamber when she did not hear him enter.  Why is he greeting me and how can he know that the Lord is with me?  Very troubling!  Very disturbing.  Mary’s young life is about to intersect with the purposes of the Living God.  Gabriel  has to comfort her and he does this simply.  Mary has found grace in the presence of God.  
Please consider this event with me; 
· Clearly Mary was not seeking any of this.  
· There is nothing to indicate that she was more holy or pure than any other young virgin of her generation.
· Grace is something that is not granted on the basis of merit.

· Gabriel came to Mary, announcing that she has found what He brought…favor!  

As Mary snaps out of her own introspection the angel begins to give her the message that had been waiting in the mind of God since eternity past.  
I want to interrupt our narrative for just a moment to ask you this. “Have you ever wondered why God did not do something to stop the fall of Adam?”   If redemption was a plan from eternity past then God must have known about the fall as well.  Yes, it is true.  God knew about the fall and He also know that you would be one of His fallen creatures.   
Ephesians 1:4-8  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight

Let me try to answer this question.  Why did God not simply prevent the fall?  Because there are certain things about God that you can not ever know without the fall.
· You can never experience full undeserved love [nor can you give it] until you are hopelessly unlovable. 
· You can never know the depth of the mercy and love of God that would crush His own Son in order to save you.

· You can never know of the grace of God that reaches past your sin to wash you in the blood of Christ.
God planned redemption so that you might know Him fully.  Christmas is the greatest demonstration of this condescending mercy and love.  How will God set His redemption into motion?  In a most unimagined way.
· Luke 1:31-33  31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 

Joseph is not a factor in any of this.  This is between Mary and God.  She will be the human factor, God will be the life giver.
· You will conceive

· In Your Womb

· You Shall Name Him Jesus 

The Angel goes on to describe her baby boy.  
· He will be great

· He will be the Son of the Most High

· He will receive the throne of David [Messiah]
· He will reign forever

Startling, mind boggling, incredible are all adjectives to describe such a revelation.  In her childlike innocence she interrogates the messenger of the Lord.  Please notice that there is a vast difference between questioning the Lord and questioning His goodness and motives.  Mary does not say, “How could you do this to me?  People will all think I am unfaithful to my betrothed.”  Mary simply asks the question that is begging to be asked.
· Luke 1:34 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  
It is precisely here that I want to linger for a bit this morning.  Are you surprised that Gabriel actually answers this question.  Instead of telling her to just accept what is happening, he actually gives here a description of how this is going to take place. 
Now we should never just gloss over verses in the Bible but even less one that gives an answer to possibly, the most amazing question, ever asked.  In verse 35 God reveals something that neither men nor angels would have imagined.  Let me read you this verse in three different translations of the Scripture.  They are all good
· NAU Luke 1:35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
KJV Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
NKJ Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.
Here is the most perfect concentration of the Holy Trinity of God in the entire Scripture.  All three persons of the Godhead converge on this humble girl. Mary’s question was no doubt spontaneous in nature.  She knew the facts of life.  She was engaged to be married. The messenger and the message are disturbing.  The answer to her question is infinitely grand.  Let’s take the answer apart to reveal this most startling truth concerning our Redeemer. 
· The Holy Spirit will come upon you
“Come upon you:”  The Scripture uses a word that is full of nuances.  It is more than a mere arrival.  It implies taking hold of for a purpose.  Coming to her to accomplish something.  It is used of an someone overtaking you even if you run.  The Holy Spirit will not be operating from a distance.  He will come to Mary.  He will take hold of her.  He will act to create a life in her womb.  This is not a negative word.  It is however a powerful and vital word.   
· The power of the Most High will overshadow you

“The Most High:”  This is God the Father.  

 Acts 7:48 "However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands.
“power:”  This is inherent power.  That strength that defines its possessor. Men have certain “power.”  We can do certain things without much opposition. God on the other hand has a different “power.”   It is basic to His nature and it is this power that will be at work in Mary.
“Will overshadow you:”  This is a beautiful word.  It is the same overshadowing that enveloped Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration: 
Luke 9:34-35  34 While he was saying this, a cloud formed and began to overshadow them; and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  35 Then a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!"

The Father’s presence will overshadow her.  This is a covering, a hiding, a protection.  
· The Holy Thing:  
The Scripture uses very precise language here.  This is how it goes in the Greek.  “on account of this the holy thing being begotten will be called The Son of God.”
Now this explains in great detail what God was doing in the womb of Mary and will tell you who Christ is.  You can understand this.  
God The Holy Spirit is acting in strength to create this life.

God The Father is acting in love to affirm and protect this life.

On account of what the Spirit and the Father have done, life is generating in the womb of Mary.  But, it is a holy thing.  God chooses His Words carefully here.  It is a neuter gender and describes life, but not a person.  God created Adam but then breathed into Him and He became a living person.  Adam and Eve and all couples following them have given their children personhood, but that is about to change for Mary.  
· Will be called the Son of God:

Upon His birth He was called “The Son of God.”  At that moment of conception the Spirit and the Father prepared a human body for Him. The Spirit and the Father produced the life.  The Son stepped into it.  Listen carefully to what we are saying here.  Jesus was not a schizophrenic, lapsing back and forth between human and Divine persons.  He was the God the Son.  He was never anything but God the Son. Jesus speaks of it Himself in Hebrews. 

Hebrews 10:5   5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME;   
God wants you to know these things about Him.  That is why He put them in the Scripture.  It is important.  God reveals those things to us that we need to know.  Know this!  Jesus Christ was a pure human.  His physical body was conceived without the fallen nature and personhood of Adam.  It was done supernaturally by the Father and the Spirit and God the Son became that person Jesus in the womb of Mary.
Conclusion:  

If this leaves you in awe of Christ then consider this as well.  God the Son, the creator of the universe, eternally altered His nature to become a human being.  He did not make a quick military style sortie into this world and then return as if nothing had happened.  He became a man so that the Father could place your sin on Him.  The angels had to worship that night.  They had to proclaim His coming.  They too were in awe that the creator of all things should stoop to save men. 
There is one last thing.  How is Christ made known to men today?  Can the retelling of this story possibly ever again have the impact that the first Christmas had?  

Not surprisingly, God had planned for this reality and when Jesus Christ returned to heaven He told us how it would be accomplished.  He would leave the Holy Spirit behind to continue the work of making Christ glorious in the hearts and minds of men.  

John 16:13-14  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

The Holy Spirit, being God, is always present but Jesus was referring to His coming in power on the day of Pentecost to enable believers to make Christ known to men.  Jesus was revealed by angels at the incarnation.  The Spirit Himself with the Father prepared a true human body for Him and then began His work of revealing the true nature of this child to men. 
Do you remember Zacharias and Elizabeth?  I want to return to them for just a moment.  This is why. 

With the last words from the angel Mary bolts from her house and heads immediately to Elizabeth.  These are thoughts that cannot be contained.  Who can she tell?  Who would possibly believe such a thing?  Perhaps Elizabeth, a barren and aged women who is suddenly full of God given life.  Yes.  Elizabeth will understand.  Perhaps God has spoken to her.  Another miracle of God and in the same family.  She will go immediately and they will embrace and speak of the glory of God.  Elizabeth will know what to do next. 

Now Gabriel had already said of John, “that he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.   Luke 1:15  

John was a little baby in the womb of his mother when Jesus was conceived in Mary.  Look what happens when Mary arrives at Elizabeth’s home. 

Luke 1:39-41  39 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of Judah,  40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit of God is so bent on revealing Christ that John jumps in His mother’s womb at the proximity of God the Son.  Because He cannot speak through John The Spirit fills Elizabeth, who begins to cry out in joy.  She knows way more than is humanly possible here.  Listen to what she says: 

Luke 1:42-45  42 And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  43 "And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?  44 "For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.  45 "And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord."  
Christ lives today.  He is alive in His human body at the right hand of the father, but He is God and therefore here as well.  He is still the soul solution for the sins and grief of men.  He is your Savior.  Who will believe our report?  Can Christ be made known in this truth denying “post modern” world?  Absolutely!  And in the same way He was revealed to Elizabeth and the disciples of Jesus’ day.  The Spirit of God still speaks in His Word through His followers.  Like John we should still be bold to say: 
“Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world!”
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