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Introduction:

Isaiah 9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
The Bible tells us that God [who is Light] is not deterred by the darkness of this world’s ignorance and even its rejection of Him.  The men of Christ’s day had gone deep into the gloom.  Millions of them lived with no knowledge whatsoever of the God of Glory.  There lives were conducted in obscurity.  They toiled in despair while dreading death and asking: Why do we exist?  Where did we come from?  Is their any sense or purpose to my life at all?  Is modern, high tech man really any different?  
Scripture also reveals that religion does not dispel the darkness.  In truth it adds another layer to our already grim condition.  Religion gives you something else to do wrong.  Another voice to accuse you of failure.  It tells us how to think but provides us with no ability to think that way.  It tells us how to treat one another, but usually produces an endless stream of hypocrites that do just the opposite.  No, religion does not dispel the darkness of atheism.  Both the atheist and the devotee of religion lost in the same slough of despond.  
Our text this morning is a well reasoned argument by a brilliant and educated lawyer and preacher.  It comes at the end of a carefully crafted summation to the jury in which God declares the entire world to be guilty of despising the one who gave them their life and existence.  In the book of Romans God defies men to stand before Him in the Judgment and say that they had no idea He existed.  God has been careful to reveal Himself to His entire creation, but they prefer darkness to the Light of the Glory of God. 
Romans 1:19-22  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
Paul skillfully disallows every defense used by men to justify their rejection of the living God.  Here is just a brief list of them:
· Pointing the finger at other men’s sin.  I am better than my neighbor.  Notice how he or she sins. [2:1]
· Having the law.  Well and good but God will require you to keep it. [2:13]
· I am a Jew.  We could add “American” or any number of other identities. [2:17-29]
· I am religious  (insert any religion here) [3:1-8]
Romans 3:9-10  9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;

All men everywhere, regardless of race, religion or nationality are legally guilty of rejecting and defaming the God of Creation.  Even if you could keep the 10 commandments [WHICH YOU CANNOT], God would disallow that as well.  You can imagine it if you please, but when you stand before God He will disallow every single solitary thing that man has conceived of to justify himself in the sight of God. 
Romans 3:19-20  19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
So I conclude with Paul the Apostle that all men are hopelessly lost and every person who ever lives will give an account to God. Romans Chapter Five is going to answer three vital questions:
· How we became helplessly and hopelessly ungodly

· Who will save us.
· What is the cost of your salvation. 

How Did We Become helplessly and hopelessly Ungodly?
Romans 5:12-14   12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--  13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.
Your personal ancestor Adam was the source of your helpless state.  If you imagine that the validity of the Genesis account is not central to your faith then I would ask you to just bear with me for a moment.  
Perhaps you have been taught to believe the New Testament, but that the stories of the Old Testament are just that….stories.  Consider this:

· The Bible here traces the origin of your hopeless spiritual state and the cause of your death to a literal man.  Romans refers to him as “one man.”  Not mankind.  There is no way to misunderstand these words; only to distort and deny them. 
· Luke traced the ancestry of Jesus directly back to Adam by name. 

Luke 3:38   38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.
· Jesus Himself did not see the emergence of “mankind” but the creation of Adam and Eve.
Mark 10:6-9  6 "But from the beginning of creation, God made them MALE AND FEMALE.  7 "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER,  8 AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; so they are no longer two, but one flesh.  9 "What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."
You can clearly see that if there was no origin for the sin of men then logic almost requires that sin be an imaginary problem. Social problems, poverty, cultural injustice, racism, political intolerance, ideological differences have a kinder and gentler ring. But, God insists that these things exist because the heart of man is fallen and has spurned Him with callous contempt. 
Most men know something of the creation account.  The problem is that they simply do not believe it.  God created a sinless and immortal man and woman and placed them in a perfect environment with the capacity to act independently. They were immediately set upon by Satan, who deceived Eve, but apparently not Adam.  He sinned willingly and knowingly.  
Now God had given to Adam the headship of His entire creation.  And why should this not be so?  He had created Adam and Eve “in His Image”  in order that all creation might be in daily awe of God.  Believe me when I say, It was at this “image of God” that Satan struck out on that day.  The Devil is jealous to the point of hysteria of the God of Creation. Men and women made in the image of God was a provocation that could not be overlooked.   Listen to how the Bible describes this event:   
Romans 5:12-14   12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--  13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Satan got a three fold victory the entrance of sin through Adam. 
Death entered the world.  Satan lied and said it would not happened but it did. [Gen. 3:4]  But Adam did not die when he sinned and neither do we.  Ah…but we do not collect our wages the second we begin our shift.  In fact we collect them sometime later. 
Romans 6:23  23 For the wages of sin is death.

Death spread to all men:  Before men act to sin they are sinners.  Satan works tirelessly to refute this truth.  Religion, self righteousness, education, respectability and affluence are just a few of the cosmetic remedies he proposes for the terminal illness of the heart.  All men die.  We would love to cure all illness and see men live long and healthy lives, but the problem is our nature.  Death spread to all men. 
God shared His creative ability with man.  We are procreators and when we do we pass on our natures to our children.  This is so painfully obvious that you would think that Satan would not be able to trick us in every generation of man, but alas he usually does. 

All sinned:  John MacArthur said that “a person does not become a sinner by committing sins but rather commits sins because he is by nature a sinner.  A person does not become a liar when he tells a lie;  he tells a lie because his heart is already deceitful.  A person does not become a murderer when he kills someone; he kills because his heart is already murderous. “For our of the heart, “ Jesus said, “comes evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications thefts , false witness slander.”  Matthew 15:19   Romans p. 295 
Romans 5:14    14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

That is the appallingly bad news.  Ponder your state my friend.  Your well meaning parents gave you their nature which they, received from theirs; going all the way back to our ancestor Adam.  And so I ask:
Who will save us?
Paul concludes chapter four and begins chapter five with a sweeping declaration.  

Romans 4:25 - 5:1  25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

But these are words and words cannot save you.  Do you understand the meaning of justification?  What about faith?  Is Faith equal to religion or mental assent to facts?  Consider the word “Peace!”  Could this possible be the peace that the angels heralded in the pastures of Bethlehem?  But the most crucial words of all are the foundation of it all:  Our Lord Jesus Christ!  How could this be misunderstood or distorted?  Let me try to illustrate this for you. 

Have you ever handed over a one dollar bill and had the clerk hold it up to the light or mark it with a yellow pen?  What about a five or a ten?  No of course not!  Not even the twenties.  But almost everyone checks the fifties and the hundreds.  Why is this?  Because the more valuable something is the more likely it is to be counterfeited.   Who would counterfeit a kindergartener’s “finger painting” or “Timex” watch?  But a Rembrandt or a Rolex is another story altogether.  

Now consider Our Lord Jesus Christ.  I submit to you that He is the priceless treasure of the Universe.  He is the creator God and the redeemer of men. He is the sole source of life in the universe. John 1:4  “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.”   Add to this that there is one bent on assuming His role and redirecting all worship to himself and you have a powerful motive to hold Him up to the light of the Word to see if the Christ in whom you trust is the God of Creation.  

2 Corinthians 11:14-15  Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.

So,  I ask you.  Who can save the helpless. If you answer Jesus Christ then it must be the true Jesus of the Bible.  No counterfeit will save you here.  Something that looks like a life preserver, but will not float will take you straight to the bottom instead.  
The world and religion are full of false Saviors.  You have heard many of them no doubt:  “He is a great religious leader.”  “He taught love and what the world needs is love.”  “He never intended anyone to worship Him, He was trying to bring men to a higher state of consciousness about God and themselves.”  “He was a great moral teacher.”  
In His day C.S. Lewis encountered these arguments and for awhile embraced them until God held up the authentic Christ before Him.  He later commented in Mere Christianity, “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God.' That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would be either a lunatic — on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. 

What did Jesus say about Himself?  “I and the Father are One” [John 10:30]  “Before Abram was “I AM.” [John 8:58]  “I lay down My life so that I may take it again. [John 10:17]  just to name a few. 
What is the cost of your salvation? 

May I please ask you this question: If death passes upon all men through the one man Adam and in Adam all sin; how will any man ever save us?    
Jesus Christ was a real man.  He was conceived in the womb of a real women using a real ovum, but with no male human intervention.  God entered humanity, bypassing the sin of Adam.  Death did not pass to Jesus because Joseph did not pass his fallen nature to him.  Now you may say, “how can he have been a real man without a human father.”  The answer: “In the same way that Adam was a real man with out a human father.” God the creator of all life, simply did again, this time in the womb of Mary.  Hebrews puts these words addressed to the Father in the mouth of Jesus.
Hebrews 10:5   5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME.”

The authentic Jesus is the God of creation and an authentic flesh and blood human being.  He had no sin and therefore neither death nor sin passed to Him.  Now dwell on this please:  It pleased the Father to crush Him for you.  It pleased the Son to go to the cross for you. God laid the accumulated filth of sin upon the most spotless and precious man of all time. 
Conclusion: 
One would expect that something of such infinite cost would be of infinite worth.  I want to finish this morning by letting you unwrap this present and peek inside. 
Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 
The “human” person Jesus Christ is the sole remedy for your “human” condition.  You are hopelessly lost, but Christ left heaven to come for you.  He reconciled you to God. [peace]  He introduced you to grace.  You knew nothing of it before.  You stand in it. Your foot will never slip.  Jesus Himself has anchored you.  You therefore exult in the hope of the glory of God.  
Romans 5:3-5  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  
Life is a trial because we are fallen people living in a fallen world, but God is working to strengthen you.  He never ever works to crush you.  He crushed Jesus for you. He works to restore the image of God in you and He does it by pouring His love into your heart through the Holy Spirit.  Thirst for Christ in your trials and not escape.  “whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst” [John 4:14] 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Romans 5:6-.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Do you still doubt the miracle of Christ’s incarnation and its power to transform the vilest.  Do you still imagine that salvation is for the righteous and religious.  Then think on this: 

While We Were Still Helpless!  

Jesus did not die for the “righteous.”  If you fancy yourself righteous you are deceived.  “There are non righteous, Not even one!.” [Rom 3:23]

He did not die for the “good” although, had there been a good man, He might have.  He told the rich young man however, “No one is good except God alone.”  [Mark 10:18]
No none of these:  

· He died for the helpless.  If you see yourself that way you may freely come and drink the salvation He pours out for you.

· He died for sinners.  If you are a sinner you may come and number yourself with the saved and the loved. 

· He died for His enemies.  If you have fought God every inch of the way you may come to Him. Christ made peace with the Father on your behalf.  
Look to Christ and hear Him: 
Matthew 11:28-30   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
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