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Introduction:

Ephesians 6:17-20  17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,  19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

When we come to these verses in Ephesians, Paul is making his closing statements to the beloved Ephesian Church.  He was their founding Pastor.  He has come and gone and presently has Timothy there to care for them.  He is profoundly concerned that they do not go the way of other churches that he personally knows of so he writes this letter to strengthen and instruct them.  How does a pastor strengthen and care for his church?  This is a question for the ages.  We have been seeing for awhile now how the Apostle Paul did it.  This is important because his writing was under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and flowed right out of the heart of God. We can only observe for a few minutes how Paul starts this task. 
Ephesians 1:3-6  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

· He set His affection on you before He began to create anything.

· He determined that you would be holy and blameless

· He loved you so much that He legally made you His child. 

· By Saving you He made Himself glorious in all creation.  

Revelation 5:7-10  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

But this is only the beginning.  All that was just in the first six verses.  He also:
· Purchased us.  Satan knew that the wages of sin are death and as the accuser he always demands the price.  Jesus paid the purchase price for you. [1:7a]
· He forgave you [1:7b] This means He does not harbor ill will toward you. 
· He lavished grace on you. [1:8]  He gave you more than you needed. 
· He made us heirs [1:11] Not only did He rescue us from slavery, but made us heirs in His household. 
· Predestined us to Glory  [1:11] Ultimate deliverance from sin.  Eternity with God. 
Now that is just in the first eleven verses.  This is what you need to know and remember:  

Ephesians 2:1-3  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
The Word of God Reveals that you are more sinful and lost than you ever thought, but are more loved and cherished by God than you could have ever imagined.  
The magnitude of God’s love for you is incomprehensible.  It is beyond your ability to grasp.  If you understand it this morning it is because someone prayed for you.  Many believers are still living in despair.  They see their sin, but not their Savior’s love.  They think they have only been saved from the penalty of sin and never realize how their Father in Heaven has fixed His love and affection on them.  Paul knew this, so he prayed: 

Ephesians 3:14-21  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 
This morning I want to challenge you.  You became a beloved child of God when you came to Him for salvation.  There is no religion here.  No ritual that you must submit to and no formula that you must adhere to.  Do you see Jesus Christ as the beautiful and gracious Savior that He is? Do you embrace Him as the sole remedy for your condition before God?   If you do you have come to Christ!  You have receive Him as the remedy for your sin. 
I trust that most of you will confidently say that you do see Jesus as the only solution to your sin.  To you I say, Satan is intent on two things:

· To keep you from comprehending the Glorious love that your Savior has for you.

· To keep you from living in the Light of Christ and revealing the image of God in your world.  

Satan likes religion.  He encourages self-righteous behavior.  What he detests is total dependence on Christ and the deep abiding love for Jesus that makes us worship at His feet. 

Our text today reveals the last two pieces of armor.  The helmet and the sword.  There is a change of grammar here in this verse that sets these two pieces apart from the rest.  We are going to answer the following three questions this morning: 

· How is my salvation a defensive weapon against Satan?

· How is the Word of God an offensive weapon against the Devil?

· What do I need to know to use both of them in the battle.  
How is my salvation a defensive weapon against Satan?

When the Bible says here to “take” the helmet it uses a command.  This is not a suggestion and it does not have the force of the other words leading up to it.  All the other pieces are described almost as if they were already in place.  “Having girded your loins, having shod your feet,” etc.  The force here is “grab” your helmet and your sword.  These of course, would be the two pieces that might be set aside during a lull in the battle, but when the enemy approaches they are crucial to the warrior. 
The word “stand” was actually the last imperative until now. [14]  All the intervening Participles told us how to stand. But now we are commanded again!  This time it is to take up Salvation and the Word.  How you view your salvation is of interest to Satan.  You already have it, but it is clear from experience that there is a huge range of understanding regarding it. 
The Helmet of Salvation will protect you from the attacks of Satan:
· You have been saved by regeneration.  

· God is in the process of saving you now from your corrupt life

· You will be gloriously and totally saved at His return. 

Now if you do not take up this entire “Bible revealed” salvation there are several things that will happen to you right away.  

If you only think you have been saved in the past you will quickly fall prey to Satan. I have known more people like this than I care to remember.  They have no patience for any other believer who does not know what they know and live like they live. They have no grasp of their own journey and no memory of where they have been.  Their mouths may deny it but their lives reveal that they think they have already come to maturity.  There is nothing Satan  likes better than a Christian who does not recognize his or her own weakness and corrupt nature.  “Saved in the past” for these folk is the only aspect of Salvation they wish to consider.  You are gloriously saved from the Penalty of sin, but there is a present reality to your salvation that you must enter into or else yield valuable ground to Satan in the battle. 
If you do not see yourself as “in the process” you will either become insufferably proud or will imagine that you are not saved at all because you still struggle with sin.   Either one will take you out of the battle quickly. 
· Some men so live in the past that they will not see their struggles with sin for what they actually are.  They do not love their wives, they provoke their children to wrath, they are not honest in business and they do not have a sincere and visible love for Christ.
· Others live in constant fear and doubt believing the Satanic lie that imperfection proves that we have never been saved.  Despair, depression, lack of joy can all bring men and women back down into the darkness of this world.  
You are gloriously saved by the death of Christ but He is working to perfect you.  It is your ongoing Salvation from the power of sin. Paul refers to both aspects when he describe his own salvation to the Romans
Romans 5:1-5  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. [PAST SALVATION] 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.[PRESENT SALVATION]
Finally, if you do not embrace your future salvation you will lose hope in this life.  Most of us are dissatisfied with where we presently are. 
On the other hand, some focus entirely on their future salvation.  In so doing they shun all the pleasures of this life that God has provided for you, preferring to believe that there is something “spiritual” about denying yourself in this life. This is called asceticism.  It is the belief that the denial of human pleasure and joy will strengthen our spirit and some how please God. The Bible totally rejects this idea and yet thousands of well meaning Bible believing Christians have fully embraced it. 
Colossians 2:20-23  20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules:  21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"?  22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings.  23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
Ecclesiastes 3:12-13  12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime;  13 moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor-- it is the gift of God.  

Those who focus only on the future often long for death so that they can experience their final deliverance from sin.  This is a snare from Satan because it causes us to desire something that God does not desire for us; nor does He will it for us.   Paul told the Ephesians to “redeem the time because the days are evil.”  By this he means that we should desire more time in this dark world because we have been appointed the “Children of Light. Your life is testimony to the grace and mercy of God as you embrace it in the present.  If you focus only on the future you will not experience the fruit of the Spirit and the Christ like character that is your birthright. God intended us to have joy in this life or He would not have made it one of the main things that the Holy Spirit produces in His Children. Joy and rejoicing are related.  They reveal the image of God in this fallen world.  Don’t you want to do that? 

Your salvation therefore must be taken up in its entirety. You are commanded now to do this.  You are fully clothed in the armor, but you must protect your head.  

How is the Word of God an offensive weapon against the Devil?

The Sword:  This is a warrior’s sword.  It has some other uses, but we are talking about the warrior here. This sword [which is the Word of God]  is foundational to our faith.  In verse sixteen “faith” is seen primarily as a defensive weapon.  In this verse we have an offensive weapon.  Swords are not primarily defensive. This is where it gets interesting.  
The common word we would expect here for “Word” of God is Logos, but there is another Greek word used here in this passage.  This word can be a synonym for Logos, but usually emphasizes the spoken word and not just the written Scripture. Here are some places that this word is used in the New Testament.  
Romans 10:8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART "-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,
1 Peter 1:25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER." And this is the word which was preached to you.

Luke 18:34 But the disciples understood none of these things, and the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not comprehend the things that were said.

“The sword of the Spirit is the offensive weapon, the spoken word of God to be used against the spiritual wickedness of the devil.”  Harold W. Hoehner.   
Brothers and sisters; you need to hear the Word of God and have it on your tongue.  You cannot be stammering in this battle.  You cannot be saying things like, “doesn’t it say somewhere in the Bible?”  You need to know some verses and you need to know them right away.  I suggest that you commit yourself to it.  There is a new year coming.  Surely you can reorder your life enough to memorize one or two verses a week.  These need to be key verses that resist the Devil in the very areas of your struggle.  Consider your struggle and memorize the Word of God that deals with it.  It is the “rama” that is the Sword of the Spirit.  Learn to wield it….I beg you!  I will help you.  Just ask me.
What do I need to know to use both of them in the battle.  

Ephesians 6:18   18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,
You need to pray…and a lot more than we have been.  The Bible uses the word “all” four times in this one verse on prayer.  Do you think that might be the emphasis.  The helmet and the sword need to be used through prayer.  The phrase “with all prayer and petition” actually is “through all prayer and petition.”  It stresses the way that God intends for us to use the sword and helmet.  
This passages is meddlesome.  If it is understood correctly by us we are almost certainly going to decide that we need to find some way to pray more.  We need to look at these four “alls.”

With all prayer: The most vital piece of the defensive armor and the only offensive weapon we possess are both energized by prayer.  One has to think that they might be impotent without prayer.  Why is this?  Because we will just wield them as if they are our own.  We will use our salvation like a “get out of hell free” card instead of sitting in awe of the Glorious Christ who gave it to us.  We will learn the Bible in order to bludgeon the Jehovah Witness at the door rather than weep over their lost and helpless souls.  When we take up the helmet of our salvation let us pray like David:
Psalm 25:4-7  4 Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths.  5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day.  6 Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, For they have been from of old.  7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; According to Your lovingkindness remember me, For Your goodness' sake, O LORD.

Don’t think about your salvation without praying and don’t stop thinking about your salvation.  It is your crucial protection.  You must “grab” it and as you place it upon your head, pray!
Psalm 113:3-8  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting The name of the LORD is to be praised.  4 The LORD is high above all nations; His glory is above the heavens.  5 Who is like the LORD our God, Who is enthroned on high,  6 Who humbles Himself to behold The things that are in heaven and in the earth?  7 He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the needy from the ash heap,  8 To make them sit with princes, With the princes of His people.

At all times in the Spirit:  Friends, learn to pray all the time.  Turn off the radio sometimes and pray.  Don’t ask for anything.  Tell God what you think of Him.  What you think of His Word.  Thank Him just for making you. 
Psalm 100:3-5  3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.

To pray in the Spirit is to pray under the direction of the Spirit.  Again, humility and submission to God are our key defenses against Satan.  He works to make us independent of God like he is.  Ask God to direct your prayers.  Ask Him to bring to mind the things you should pray about.  Sing Him a song of worship.  Be dependent on God in your prayers and be that way “at all times.” 
With all perseverance:  It might be good not to take a holiday from this.  If this is serious business, if there is something you really desire from God then what are you willing to do to get it? Jesus told two stories to illustrate His point. 
Luke 11:5-10  5 Then He said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves;  6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him';  7 and from inside he answers and says, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.'  8 "I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  9 "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10 "For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.
Luke 18:1-7  Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart,  2 saying, "In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man.  3 "There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, 'Give me legal protection from my opponent.'  4 "For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, 'Even though I do not fear God nor respect man,  5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.'"  6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge said;  7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?  
These two stories illustrate what it means to pray with all perseverance.  Do you pray like that?  Would you even consider praying for the besetting issue in you life this way?  The salvation of an incorrigible loved one…everyday, day and night, every time you think of it.  Lord, I am never giving up until you grant me my request.  Pray will all perseverance. 

For all the saints:  Pray for every believer you know to pray like this.  Pray for them to love Christ even if you are having trouble with it.  Pray for their protection in the battle and for their boldness in their life.  Pray for all the saints. 
Ephesians 6:19-20  19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Brothers and sisters, pray for your pastor.  Please pray.  We are locked in a great spiritual struggle.  Satan desires and works to hide the beauty of the risen Christ from the eyes of men.  I am tasked with preaching the Word publicly.  I need boldness and I need words.  I need to speak as I ought and I don’t even know what that means.  
If you are going to make any commitment to know the Word in a meaningful way and to pray then you need to act on it.  If you do not act it will be another accusation that the Devil will hurl your way.  Get out of your spiritual shell.  Put on your armor. Take up your sword and it least swing it around a little for practice.  
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12  11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,  12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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