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When we ended last week I gave you some things to take home with you and bring back today. We concluded by asking: “If I said to you right now, “stand!” would you know what to do?”  Probably, but what if someone is trying to push you down?  Then we would need to be stronger than that person, right?   So what if that person was the most powerful creature in the universe?  Then I suppose you would need the strength of God to stand.  That, my friend is exactly the point! 
· Your strength for this battle comes from the Lord and He is mighty. 

Ephesians 6:10   10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.

· The enemy is supernatural; not flesh and blood.  Therefore you need a supernatural ability to stand against him. 

Ephesians 6:12  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

· That supernatural armor has been provided for you.  It will fit you. You however have to stand in it. “don’t just do something….stand there!”  Al Mohler
Ephesians 6:13 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

BUT….you may ask…are we talking about here?  I am a peace loving person.  Can’t I simply opt out of the contest.  You know….just walk away?  Turn the other cheek?  What is all this talk of “battle?”  Surely, if I leave Satan alone, he will leave me in peace?  
Now I do  not know how to make this more plain:  Satan hates God and he hates you because, as a human being, you bear God’s image within the physical creation.  There is nothing you can do to change that.  Even if you are here this morning and you have never bowed your knee before Jesus Christ.  Perhaps you have no gratitude in your heart for His willingness to take all your sin guilt. You know you are not a Christian.  Still, my friend, you were made by God “in His image” and Satan hates you for that reason alone.  Do not imagine for a moment that you can walk away from this battle just because you are not even a Christian.  Satan hungers to bring you down to a Christ-less and hopeless eternity in Hell. He rejoices in the thought of it even as I speak.  If you have never turned to Christ for salvation, I urge you; do it now!  The battle for you soul is already joined.  You will spend eternity in hell without Jesus Christ. He alone is your Savior. 
If you are a believer, something else entirely is in play.  This passage is written to believers.  When Christ set His affection on you before He even created the world He intended to restore His Image in you.  Jesus is the Light of the World and we are His children. 
Ephesians 5:8  8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light

Your new life as a believer is flooding the world with the Light of the Glory of Christ.  Satan is engaged in a daily battle to keep believers from revealing the Image of God in Christ to the lost. 
2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
If you are lost, Satan is working to keep you lost.  If you are saved Satan is working to keep you from being the light that reveals Christ to the lost.  

Philippians 2:15-16 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.
I have learned to weep over my own sin for this simple reason.  I have offended Him as surely as a child who refuses his fathers name.  In my sin I have not owned my Savior. I could have walked in the light but did not.  
Now friends, Note This Well.  Every last person in this room is facing this enemy today.  If you choose to ignore him then it just means that Satan is the only one fighting.  
So….Will you stand or will you slump, beaten in your chair?  What is at stake here?  
· Love:  Men clamor for love in this life.  They desire it from their parents.  They hunger for it from their spouses.  But, it comes only from God and Satan offers you his tawdry counterfeits. 
· Joy:  The assurance of well being.  It is gladness of the soul.  It is a gift of God. 
· Peace: Man is at war with God and with others.  Satan is at war with us.  

· Integrity, uprightness of heart, faithfulness:  These we cherish in our friends and in ourselves, but they come only from God.
I could spend the rest of the morning just telling you what is at stake.  I think we have seen enough.  Are these the things you want?  Then you will have to fight for them.  It is going to take four things to win this battle.  Two are defensive and two are offensive. We will deal with the first two this morning and return for the rest next week. They are already provided for you.  You are fit for the battle.  Here they are: 

· Having Humility before God and Resistance to the Devil
· Donning The Supernatural Equipment for The Supernatural Battle

· Wielding the Sword of the Spirit, The Bible
· Praying in the Spirit   
Having Humility before God and Resistance to the Devil

No quality eludes us like humility.  This is because pride is our defining characteristic.  We can even become proud of our humility.  Let me begin here by saying what humility is not:  
It is not self-deprecation.  “I am really not that good.”  “If you only knew how bad I am.”  None of these are humility.  In fact they are often thinly disguised ways to pander to our own pride.  We are fishing for compliments; hoping that people will disagree, while assuring ourselves that we really are humble. 
It is not seen in men who have no convictions; who simply will not take a stand on anything.  Nor is it found in a “hang dog” expression and a lowered voice. The person who will not stand on anything is not humble, he is simply afraid. 
Humility is full submission and confidence in God alone.  When you have it, you see yourself as dependent every moment on God. You embrace your trials because you know that God rules in your life.  You do not fear because you know God loves you. You belong to Him.  You have given Him permission to order your life. You know things like this:  
NIV Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
Satan hurls the accusation of “pride” at this character quality because he hates people who submit to God. Submission to God instills confidence because you are not trusting in yourself.  
James 4:6-7  6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Humility does not ask God to make our plans succeed.  It asks God to make our plans.  It goes something like this:  “Dear Lord.  I am walking on this path because I don’t know the future, but you do. However this goes I will trust you.  I will gladly walk in the steps you have planned for me.”  Two things happen when a person is humble. 

· God Gives him Grace [power and strength for the walk]  EXPLAIN
· Satan flees 
He moves on because God is surrounding, strengthening and protecting.  I cannot begin to tell you how important this attitude of the heart is for your Christian life.  When you have it you will be in awe of God.  Nothing in this life will make you more aware of His presence then full submission to Him.  Listen to how Peter describes it. 
1 Peter 5:5-9  all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
Peter takes up the same theme again in this passage.  These verses are set in the context of affliction and anxiety.  Peter is speaking to pastors and elders, but clearly to all of us. Remember humility is full submission. Notice how the Scripture unfolds these thoughts. 
· Submit to what God is doing and He will set you on your feet at the right time. [6]
· Cast your anxiety on Him [7]  
He does not say to have no anxiety.  You cannot find that in the text. He instructs you what to do with  your anxiety. Cast it on Christ.  Let’s watch as Jesus does this exact thing; 
Luke 22:41-43  41 And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and began to pray,  42 saying, "Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done."  43 Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him.

The apostle Paul likewise:

2 Corinthians 1:8-9  8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life;  9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead;
2 Corinthians 7:5-7   5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within.  6 But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus;  7 and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more.
· Satan is your adversary and he is prowling. 

He is coming your way.  He is roaring.  Lions roar to terrorize their prey and freeze them in their tracks.  In your fear and anxiety look to God.  Satan roars to scare you. He causes you anxiety and then accuses you of being a pathetic Christian for having it.  This is more of his scheming.  Many preachers and Christians have fallen right into this trap.  I cannot begin to tell you how many times I have heard Christians say that it is a sin to worry or have anxiety.  No no no!!!!  It is the cares of this world that will drive you to the arms of Christ.  There He will relieve you.  There He will comfort you.  If anxiety is sin in itself then how could James have possibly said: James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds?  It is because he knew that fear, worry depression  and anxiety are not sins. They are symptoms of the battle we are in.  Flee to Christ. Satan has no power there. 
· Resist him, standing firm in your faith.

Submission and resistance is the pattern.  Standing is the method.  Your faith is the strength.
Donning The Supernatural Equipment for The Supernatural Battle

Ephesians 6:14  14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
Submission to God is how you stand. Resistance is how you fight. 
The Truth:  Standing means we have wrapped ourselves up in the truth.  The loins were girded by tucking the tunic into the belt and freeing the legs to run and maneuver.  What then is the Truth?  
John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
Are we just supposed to throw our pulpit Bible at the Devil?  Is it like a silver cross in a “D” rated Dracula movie?  Jesus prayed for you to be set apart in the truth.  Immersed in the truth.  In Ephesians, “wrapped in the truth.”  Let me show you how this works.  Before this morning did you know that Paul despaired of life and was depressed?  Did you know that Paul and even Jesus feared death?  If not then let me point out that that is exactly what Satan is counting on.  As long as you do not know the truth of the Word you are vulnerable to Him.  He can play with your mind and preach false sermons to your hearts.  Wrap yourself in the truth.  There is a new year coming.  Make a commitment to read the Bible this year.  We will start a class just for that purpose.  Learn a verse this week and one next week too.  Orient your life and your future around the Word of God.  Do not miss opportunities to learn it.  Gird up your loins with the truth. 
The Breastplate or Righteousness: This will cover your vital organs.  Without this you will be stabbed in the heart or liver.  What is it then?  How do I put it on?
Tragically many Christians believe that it is their righteous lives.  Their magic list of do’s and don’ts.  This is a huge mistake in this battle. Listen as Paul explains this to the Colossians.
Colossians 2:20 - 3:3  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. Colossians 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Your breastplate is this: You have been given righteousness by your Savior who loved you to the point of the cross. Satan will taunt you saying, “If God knew you were thinking that…”  “If you were really righteous you would not be struggling still with sin.” “If  the pastor ever found out that you have not overcome this sin in your life…”  Now listen to the correct response to this attack.  “Satan, you are correct when you accuse me of sin, but Christ my Lord has delivered me and given me His righteousness.”  I am wrapped up in the righteousness of Christ.  
Philippians 3:9   9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Jesus took sin that was not His and gave us righteousness that is not ours.  This is too good not to be true.  It is the answer to all of Satan’s accusations.  If you stand in your own righteousness you are feeble and will soon be crushed.  
Romans 8:1  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Romans 5:1-6  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

Ephesians 6:15-16   15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;  16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Your Feet shod:  Nothing gives more boldness then pure undiminished confidence.  Do you live in the gospel?  Do you put it on your feet so that you can stand in it?  What is the gospel?  Is it something we embrace at some starting point in our life and leave behind so that we can go deep?  Absolutely not.  
This is the “good news” of peace.  Have you noticed that life is one conflict after another?  We do not have peace about our money, our family, our children, our health, our job, our retirement, our government.  The list is endless really.  On top of all that the preaching of Christ reveals that we are not at peace with God.  But, Jesus made peace with God on your behalf.  He took all the penalty for your sin and satisfied it fully.  He paid every fine.  How beautiful! 
Now sit up on the edge of your bed and put on these shoes.  In them you will stand and with them you will walk in the light, confidently prepared to speak of a Savior who reconciled you to God on the Cross. 
2 Corinthians 5:20   20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

The Shield of Faith:  This is basic trust in God.  It is not faith in faith.  Have you ever said or heard someone say,  “I just have faith that everything will work out OK.”  This is not faith.  Faith is believing God.  It is trust in His goodness and sufficiency.  It always points our minds to God and His faithful promises.  If yours cannot then it is not true faith and it cannot protect you when Satan fires his fiery darts at you. 
Based on everything we have seen, what do you suppose these darts might be?  Doubt, Fear, Anxiety.  They are unsought, sudden and unwanted. They are to be knocked down with your faith in God and what He says in His Word. 
The Helmet of Salvation.  Satan works to discourage through doubt.  Are you really a Christian?  Would a believer really do anything like this or think like this?  This is how we put on the helmet of salvation. 
We already know that the Bible says that Christ saved us by His death on the Cross.  If you have come to Him you have been saved.  But…”I still struggle to live for Christ.” That is because you are an ongoing work.  The fact that you struggle actually proves that you are His property. He is conforming you.  No Struggle means that you are still in the slave market of sin.  There is nothing to struggle with because you are overcome fully.  
Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

God is in the process of perfecting you in Christ. Do not accept the lie that Christians are all perfect.  God will eventually take us to Glory and we will be perfected then. 
Romans 8:30  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
Conclusion:  Why have we never entered into a joyful Christian life?  Why are we beset with unrest of the soul and a nagging sense of failure.  Why do we fear; even one another, afraid that others will see how much we struggle.  It is because we are opposed by Satan. And how does he do this?

He keeps us dependent on ourselves and not on Christ by telling us lies: “We need to try harder, be more holy, think better thoughts and just generally clean up our act.”  This is precisely what Satan wants you to do.  What God wants is our submission to Him.  When you are humble toward God you participate in your own sanctification.  You joyously embrace what God is doing to conform you to the image of Christ. 
Your trials are not a sign of your failures as a Christian.  As long as you believe that we will actually try to hide ourselves from one another.  Alone we are Satan’s easy prey. 

Secondly, He keeps us from our supernatural armor.  He has us fighting in the flesh.  Instead of bathing ourselves in the Truth of Scripture he has us just trying to be more truthful.  Instead of relying solely on the righteousness that Jesus gave us on the cross he has us trying to be more religiously righteous. Instead of deep abiding confidence in the gospel of peace he has us feeling guilty for not witnessing enough. Instead of “Bible faith” that knocks down Satan’s darts he has us having faith in faith.  And instead of seeing our salvation as an ongoing process that is certain of its outcome he has us doubting it altogether because we are so imperfect. 
Put on the armor, but make certain it is the right armor.  With it you will stand and standing you will reveal even in your weakness this simple truth. Jesus is glorious and full of tender mercy for His children.  He will cause you to stand.  
Jude 1:20-25  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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