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Introduction:

Ephesians chapter five and the opening verses of chapter six have gone to great lengths to cover almost every conceivable circumstance and relationship in which believers can find themselves.  

If there is anything we can say for certain in these Scriptures is that God wants us to be like Him.  He does not just want us to “believe” in Him.  It is not your chief purpose in life” to believe” in God.  This is one of the insidious lies of our enemy.  Countless millions of people are heading for a joyless and godless eternity while maintaining some sort of belief in God.  It is the defining lie of religion.  If you believe in God then you are OK.  God just wants us to believe in Him.  
Now there are two reasons why this is a scandalous but effective lie. 
· It makes us no better than Satan Himself!  Satan desires to keep you from what God wants for you.  He deceives you with the thought that at least you “believe.”
James 2:19-20 19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

Faith that produces no discernable change in your life is a “counterfeit” faith.  This verse in James is not about faith verses works.  It is about faith verses counterfeit faith.  Satan traffics in counterfeits. Notice how the Scripture warns us of this.  
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

He appears good.  He offered Eve something better than God offered.  He looks like an angel of light.  He loves religion of any kind.  He encourages good works as a means to salvation.  He is the driving force behind Globalism as a means to unity.  He is an all around good guy who cares about everyone.  There is only one problem.  It is all counterfeit.  When you try to spend this currency at the gate of heaven it will be immediately declared to be what it truly is; “useless.”
· It keeps believers from achieving God’s purpose for them in this life.  God wants to reveal His Glory and Image in your life.  In order for that to happen, He will change you.  First, He will purchase you with the very blood of His own Son.  Then He will conform you to His Image.  Here is a brief list of how God changes His children into His imitators. 
· Teaches you to walk in love.  Love becomes your compelling motive throughout the day. It is the love of God to be sure but goes totally beyond that because it is the love that Christ walked in and when He walked in it He loved men and women, boys and girls. 

· He gives you a desire to be moral.  You will struggle with immorality like all fallen men but Christ alone gives a desire for purity.  You are after all, being pulled into conformity to Christ. 

· He makes you thankful.  One of the works of redeeming faith is Thanksgiving. 
· He makes you generous not greedy.  Generosity is a hallmark of redeeming and life changing faith.  

· He makes you His light in this world.  You were darkness, but now you are light. [5:8] And what a pleasant discovery; This pleases the Lord.  Paul tells us to:
Ephesians 5:14 "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."
· He gives you the Holy Spirit to assist you in this supernatural transformation of a sinner into an imitator of God. [5:18-33]
· The Spirit changes you at the most foundational level.  In your most intimate relationships as wife, husband, child, employee or employer.  And He does it all because He, the Spirit of God is bent on revealing Christ, “who is the Image of God,” through you. [6:1-9]
Now listen carefully to what we are about to say.  Satan hates God!  And he hates God’s people because God always uses His people to reveal Himself in the world.  I hear Believers say, “I wish there was something I could do to serve and please God.”  My question is this, “Is being the light of Christ and a revealer of His Image and Glory insufficient for you?”  Is there something more spectacular that you wish for?  
So if this is your purpose in life…and it most absolutely is; can we expect opposition from the one who has made it his life’s purpose to hide the glory and image of God from mankind?  Listen to how certain Paul was of this point. Such knowledge will uplift you and keep you focused in this world.  It will deliver you from the plague of “feeling useless.”  Believe God, not the devil!  TURN TO II CORINTHIANS 4:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. [What ministry?  The ministry of revealing the glory of Christ in our lives. 3:18] 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. [No tricks, no gimmicks, no clever programs] On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  [We preach Christ alone] 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. [Satan hates God and works to hide His glory and image.] 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
You cannot follow Christ and not be in this battle.  Satan will bring it to you.  You offend Him!  You make Him sick!  Here is why:
· He is the God of this world 
2 Corinthians 4:4 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

but you are a citizen of heaven
Philippians 3:20 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

· He holds the power of death [Heb.2:14], 
Hebrews 2:14  4 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,

but you have escaped its clutches.

1 Corinthians 15:55-58 55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
· He is the ruler of darkness [Eph. 6:12].
Ephesians 6:12 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

but you have been turned into light

Philippians 2:15-16 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.
· He is the “Deceiver [Rev. 20:10] 
Revelation 20:10 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
but you are of the truth

1 John 3:18-19 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him
Now for these reasons plus many more you may expect opposition my dear friends.  God not only saved you but enlisted you in the army of saints that would crush Satan and all evil in God’s creation.  Is this enough action for you then?  Do you still believe that you have no significant role to play in Christ’s kingdom?  Ban this thought from your mind, stand up on your feet and Be Strong!!

There are three things that we are counseled to do before we are even suited up for the battle. These are the attitudes of a winning soldier.  We live in a day in which we are taught to “make nice” with the enemy.  This is the enemy telling you that.  God is telling you something else entirely.  He is telling you that Satan has a plan to wound you and you had better prepare to do something about it.  Any successful war is fought first in the mind.  There must be some idea of how we will find the strength to overcome the enemy.  There must be a clear idea of who the enemy is and there must be a resolve to win. These three are mentioned in verses 10-13. 
· Be Strong in the Lord [6:10]

· Know your enemy [6:12]

· Stand Firm [6:11, 13]

Be Strong in the Lord [6:10]
Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.
Our strength comes from the Lord alone.  In our day there are many who advocate doing battle with Satan believing that they have some personal strength for that task.  The Bible instead,  teaches that our strength for this battle is “in” the Lord.  The Battle is the Lord’s, but you are on the front line.  Because, God has created you to reveal His glory and Satan is intent on stopping that, you cannot really hide from this battle; you must be strong in the Lord because the battle comes to us.  

How do you know if you are strong?  By what it takes to stop you.  If you contend in your own strength you cannot prevail.  

CAUTION:  There are two common and almost universal attitudes that present themselves with regard to the topic at hand:

· People have abject fear of Satan as if he were God.

or

· They have a cavalier attitude about him, giving the entire issue no serious thought.   
We cannot really afford either of these approaches.  Satan is the most powerful creature in the universe.  Yes!  That is what I said.  I used the word “creature” because he was created by God and is therefore totally under His power and authority.  Because of this you should take this very seriously and never take a dismissive attitude about an enemy of this strength.  
That brings us to the point of verse 10.  If you have a supernatural enemy you need supernatural strength to deal with him.   The verse here says literally:  “Be strengthened in the Lord.”  The emphasis here is on what God will do for you.  You will stand because God will strengthen you.  

In this battle it is the Lord who is strong and the strength of the Lord is mighty. Dear ones, no matter what obstacles you face in this life I can assure you of this; Your strength comes exclusively from the Lord.  I would take every opportunity to let Him strengthen you. 
Know your enemy [6:11]

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.
The enemy is a spiritual enemy.  We often, however believe it to be otherwise. We seldom see the spiritual force behind our struggles.  This is precisely Satan’s plan.  Now think with me for a moment.  
· Satan rules the demons according to Luke. He has unlimited [from our point of view] ability to harass and resist us.  
Luke 11:15 But some of them said, "He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons."
· He rules the world according to John. Simply put, the institutions and governments of this world are under his rule.  Courts, educational institutions, governments, clubs and sadly many churches. 
John 16:11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
The Bible says in verse eleven that he “schemes.”  Webster calls a scheme:” a plan or program of action; especially : a crafty or secret one.”   The Greek word is “methodius” and has the same meaning as the English. From the Greek word we get the English word “Methods.”  So what are the methods of the Devil?  If he is using them do you think you should know what they are?  
· He temps you to doubt the Word of God.  Have you ever wondered “out of the clear blue” if the Bible is even true.  If you do not know where this comes from your next response will be to Deny the Word of God.  Notice how Satan works this with Eve. Here Satan casts doubt on the Word, he denies the Word, and He depreciates the Greatness and Goodness of God and dazzles you with the pleasures of this world.  
Genesis 3:1-4 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden '?"  2 The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;  3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.'"  4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die!
Have you ever thought you were missing out on something really good because you were just following God?  God gave you His Word to suck the fun and joy out of life.  How often have you seen men succumb to such thoughts?  How often have I seen the gospel preached exactly this way?  God loves His children and has provided every conceivable thing for their happiness even on this earth.  Satan offers the alternative apart from God. 
· He Diminishes your full forgiveness in Christ.  There is that one sin that he reminds us of “out of the blue.”  “You are unworthy to be a child of God,” he says.  “If people knew that you had ever done this or thought that they would pick you up bodily and throw you out of their house and certainly their church.”  How dare you of all people ever dare to speak of freedom from sin or justification and forgiveness?  You better just hope nobody finds out what you have done in your life.  
Now this is a scheme and like all of Satan’s it is built on a series of lies, half truths, innuendo and misunderstandings.  If you choose to believe the truth you will be delivered from this plot.  Here then is the truth. 

God knew everything about you before He spoke His creation into existence. He nevertheless set His affection on you and offered His Son in your place.  Now you tell me the answer to this question:  How many of your sins were future when Jesus died on the Cross for you?  Yes, every single one. He did not die for the ones you committed up until you believed, then you are on your own.  This is of course exactly what Satan wants you to believe.  You, my friend are washed in the blood of Christ when you give yourself freely to Him for your eternal salvation.  Until then all your sins are yours.  You will give an account to God for them in the judgment, but after that they are all Christ’s and you will not account for them to God. 

1 Peter 2:24  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  

There is nothing you have done for which Jesus has not forgiven you.  
· He demands that you stay angry. After what that person did to you, they have no right to be forgiven.  Your anger is a way to punish them for their evil treatment of you.  Husbands and wives, parents and children. Brothers and sisters.  Unresolved anger soon turns to bitterness and bitterness is not an emotion as much as an attitude and a flavor.  Ask a bitter man to tell you why he is so and most likely he cannot.  He has long ago forgotten the many, many things that have angered him in life.  

Ephesians 4:26-27 26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.
If you’re going to use this verse to justify anger then use the entire verse.  Can you go to bed with no anger whatsoever?  I thought not.  I know people that tell me they have been righteously angry for 20 years.  A professor of mine says that the Greek word for that is “baloney.”  I believe there is a righteous anger, but I have very seldom seen it.  

Satan uses your anger as a place to get a foothold in your life.  It is a place to stand.  Do not give it to him for another day.   
Stand Firm [6:11, 13]
Ephesians 6:13 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
This is your resolve to stand.  If I said to you right now, “stand,” would you know what to do?  But what if there is someone trying to push us down?  Then we would need to be stronger than that person, right?   What if that person was the most powerful creature in the universe?  Then I suppose we would need the strength of God to stand.  Yes! Yes! Yes!  Now you are getting the point.  
There are some things to take home with you today and bring back next Sunday.

· Your strength for this battle comes from the Lord and He is mighty. 

· The enemy is supernatural; not flesh and blood.  Therefore you need a supernatural ability to stand against him. 

· That supernatural armor has been provided for you.  It will fit you. All you have to do is stand in it. “don’t just do something….stand there!”  Al Mohler
· The greatest obstacle in your life is not the Devil.  It is you.  God has revealed Satan’s schemes to you, has told you how they oppose His plans for your lives. God has provided a supernatural means of protection and told us how to use it.  We need to believe God.  We need to take up the armor and stand.  Martin Luther said, “The devil is God’s devil.  He is on His ball and chain.”  He is a defeated enemy but we do not resist him because often we do not even realize what he is doing.  You may successfully resist. The rest of this passage tells us how. The conclusion to the story is summed up by James:  

James 4:7   7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
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