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Introduction:

During these past few weeks we have pondered how central the family is to our lives.  Before we leave this subject entirely I think it would be wise to point out that the New Testament almost never uses the idea of family as this ideal concept in which everyone does exactly what they are supposed to do and is precisely what they are supposed to be.  The words translated family in the New Testament mean: linage, generation, offspring, or household. None of them describe the entity that most often captures our imagination when we hear the term “family.”  In fact, The New Testament Scriptures deal deliberately with individuals and not with any singular concept of “family.” 
I believe there are at least three reasons for this:

· We can ultimately only be accountable to God for our own behaviors and attitudes.  Satan has gotten way too much mileage out of the idea that if we are in a dysfunctional family that it is some how our fault.  This is seen in the guilt that children usually feel when their parents divorce.  If I was a better child my parents would have stayed married.  No, we can only do our part to love Christ and display His glory in a fallen and darkened world. 
· Secondly, God knows that no family is the “ideal family.”  This has become almost a mantra in our day.  Good Christians don’t have family struggles.  The children always have good attitudes.  Husbands and dads are never harsh.  Wives are always sweet and nurturing.  This is a myth and if believers would face up to it many of Satan’s most cherished plans for you would go down the tubes. 

· Finally, God has called us to love as Christ loves.  He loves the unlovely.  He did not wait for us to love before He loved us.  The greatest revelations of Christ in this world come with those who love the unlovely.  The husband who loves and cherishes his wife when she is at her worst.  The wife who patiently honors her husband when he is acting poorly.  Both display Christ in the world. 
Regardless of the family you came from or have now, something in these verses of Ephesians 6 is directly applicable to you.  Apply that and rejoice that God has designed the human state so that anyone who so desires may give Him glory and reflect His image within whatever family they may be placed at this moment. 
If the family is the most defining relationship of our lives, our vocation certainly must be the second most vital.  Men have real difficulty here.  We feel most defined by our job.  For us it takes real effort to bring these two into their proper order.  In the passage this morning God shows how your job gives you further opportunity to please and glorify God.  
It may seem a stretch to apply employee / employer roles to slaves and masters, but I believe this is a proper application of this passage.  We will need to look at the terms used in the New Testament and consider the actual circumstances under which this Scripture was written.  Let’s begin by looking at the words themselves. 
Slaves:  At the time of the New Testament nearly 40% of the population in the Roman Empire was slave.  Rome had conquered the Mediterranean world and brought countless men and women into slavery.  In New Testament times Roman families were brutal and filled with hatred and slavery was rife.  A slave could also have been “indentured.”  He would have become the servant of someone for a set period of time in order to pay back certain debts.  This differs from a job today in that he could not merely quit his job if he wanted to.  He had entered into a contract and was therefore a slave. 
Now the fact that the Bible seeks to give these individual slaves and masters direction in their relationships before God should in no way be considered a condoning of slavery.  Slave trading and ownership as we know it, is immoral.  It is strictly forbidden by the law of God. 
NIV Exodus 21:16 "Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death.
The Jewish version was highly regulated by God and applied to indentured servants.  Their relationship was most easily understood by our modern day employee / employer relationship.  
Fallen men will corrupt any and every institution.  We have already seen what sin has done to families.  It is not possible to renew institutions because they are extensions of who men are spiritually.  Therefore, God deals with individuals in Scripture.  Wives, husbands, children, parents, slaves, masters.  God has specific information for any of these who have become children of light.  This is how we relate to the corrupted world in which we find ourselves.  In every case, those who heed the voice of God will reveal Him to their dark world. 
Masters:  These are the men who had human control and legal authority over the slaves regardless of how they came to have it.  The relationship was a reality.  The only question would be; How does a Christ like master reveal the Glory of God in his relationship with his servants. 
According to the flesh:  This is a simple contrast to your Master in Heaven.  Some servants apparently believed that having a Master in Heaven trumped having one on earth.  

In this imperfect world, God addresses individuals again.  There circumstances are less than perfect; just if I may say so, like yours today.  The Bible describes the mind set of the servant.  Almost every Roman home had slaves.  It was part of the landscape.  It’s most specific application today is for the relationship between those who work for others and those who pay them. 

What Exactly do we owe to our Employers? 

Ephesians 6:5-9  5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ;  6 not by way of eye service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.  

· Not only when they are looking

· Just as if you were serving Christ, because you really are

Obey:  This is the same word used to admonish the children in 6:1.  It means: “listen to; pay attention; take account of their words.  
With fear and trembling:  This phase in its literal form gives a wrong impression.  It implies a cowering servant who is expecting a beating at any moment. But this is a wrong idea.  It is a phase that strongly implies reverence and honor. 
Sincerity of Heart:  The idea here is with singleness of purpose.  Don’t do it just to make a good impression.  Do it from the heart, the same way you would serve Christ if He asked something of you.  
Not by way of eye service, as men-pleasers:  This could probably be summarized by this simple American saying; “Here comes the boss, look busy!”  Now I recently saw a bumper sticker that said, “Jesus is coming again, look busy!”   Although clever, it tends to confirm the exact problem with the human heart dealt with in this passage.  Some people are only interested in doing the things that are noticed.  Insignificant things done after hours or at home do not interest such people.  They are working to be seen and recognized.  Let it not be so of us.  We are working in the brilliant light of Christ. 
What does such a heart demonstrate to the world about Christ?  It reveals that our relationship with Christ is life transforming.  You know very well, if you have worked for any length of time for any employer, how hard these qualities are to maintain.  Employers do the most outlandish and irrational things to their employees.  The only certain way to maintain a heart like this is to work for Christ everyday.  
Everyone with a job has an opportunity to serve the Lord!

With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  Most Christians I know tell me that they regret that they are unable to “Serve Christ.”   They feel unqualified, untrained and ungifted. Furthermore, in their minds, the opportunities do not seem to exist for them to serve.  But, as they say this, these same men and women perform valuable and vital tasks for their employers everyday. I once drove precious school children around in a bus.  Another time I had countless millions of dollars in data and hardware to manage.  Many of you have important jobs and tasks to do everyday.  Notice here that we ‘render service’ to Christ when we serve men with Christ likeness.  Perhaps your unbelieving boss does not know why you are this way, but it reveals Christ to Him nevertheless.  This is who Christ is.  We are serving Him in a fallen world. 
When we get our minds around these truths it changes everything about our jobs.  God knew very well that we would be born where we were and be in the kind of employment we are in.  He knew who your boss would be or if you would even be the boss.  God is interested in His people and in His Glory.  In His people because He loves you and in His Glory because it is the only way that men will be drawn to Him for salvation which is eternal joy, thanksgiving and a blessed life. You are to work for your employer the way you would work for Christ. In so doing you serve the Savior daily and make His Glory known to men.  
Employers are entrusted by God with their employees.  
Ephesians 6:9 9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

Do the same things to them:  If you are a believer and a boss, you are given the opportunity to reveal Christ in your treatment of your employees.  Treat them with regard.  Be sincere not disingenuous. Fear God by honoring Him in your circumspect treatment of those in your charge. Unbelieving employees see the image of God in your behavior.  Remember, it is the Lord Christ you are serving when you manage your employees.    

Give up threatening: When a Christian employer employs Christians he is to be aware that like Christ, he is not to bludgeon the sheep.  There is no call for threats because,
There is no partiality: There attitude should be exactly the same because we all stand equally before our Master in Heaven. He still has authority but is not allowed to abuse it. 
CONCLUSION:  In Ephesians five God has exhorted us all to the age old maxim: Like father like son.”
Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Jesus set the ultimate example of “being” in this world the way God “is” in heaven.   Jesus brought God down to man before ultimately taking man back to God.  Our attitudes and hearts have been transformed and empowered by the work of redemption. 
Ephesians 5:8-9  8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light  9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),

Our ability to live as children of light is given to us as well.  We are empowered from on high.  The Holy Spirit, who Himself is focused on revealing Christ in this world, will strengthen us to that task. 
Ephesians 5:18-21 be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Now consider this in closing today.  God has given a specific description of how every single human being who has come to faith in Christ can glorify, serve and reveal the image of Christ in his daily life.  In the most mundane of circumstances.  You may think that your life counts for nothing.  God says no!  No Way!  
Acts 17:26  26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

God put you in the family you were born in.  He knew where you would be born and who your parents would be.  You did not fall because your husband, mother, father or child did.  We fall when we get our eyes off of Christ.  The admonitions are to us.  We are His children.  So know this:  Your everyday life counts for God.  With it you may serve Him and reveal His glory just as surely as if you could preach with a golden tongue to multitudes.  Is your life a gift to your Savior?  Would you give it to Him today?  
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.

You are pleasing to God.  You are His child.  He has made every provision for you to serve Him where you are and exactly as you are.  Seize the opportunity!  Worship Christ by serving Him with your everyday life.  
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