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Introduction:

The Scripture reveals that the central human institution is the Family made up of husband and wife.  This relationship is a “God created” and therefore “ordained” relationship.  When God created Adam and Eve He also established their relationship to one another.  And so God introduced His own Image into the physical creation demonstrating through marriage, His love for His children and their honor of Him. 

When God created Eve, He shared His own creative attribute with mankind.  Adam and Eve would now be able to bring forth life through their marriage union. In fact, the very first thing God said to the newlyweds after blessing them was to "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” Genesis 1:28
There are those who falsely teach that marriage is solely about procreation.  This is patently untrue.  It is about love!  The love of God for His Children. The love of His Children for Him and The love of God for His own Glory.  Nothing reveals the Glory of God more than His Creation.  Just listen to the Psalmist here: 
Psalm 19:1-6 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.
The ability to create children is an awesome revelation of His Image in this world. Children are a constant reminder of where life comes from. 
When Adam and Eve sinned, a great deal of the image of God was darkened.  The Scripture does not say that it was lost.  It continued to be seen in the world even to this day. It is the sole reason given for capitol punishment. 
Genesis 9:6 6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.  
Jesus Himself affirmed that man still bears the image when He was contending with the hypocritical rulers of Israel.  
Matthew 22:16-21 16 And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any.  17 "Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?"  18 But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?  19 "Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius.  20 And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?"  21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's." 

What exactly is the point of this story?  They certainly wanted Jesus to say something with which they could accuse Him, but He responds with profound truth taught in only a couple of sentences. 
· “Whose likeness is on this coin?” Jesus said.  The word for likeness is the word image.  It is actually used in the Greek OT to translate the Hebrew word for “image.”  Jesus is asking the crowd to answer a simple question.  Whose image is stamped on this coin?  They responded correctly, saying that it was Caesar’s image.
· “Render to Caesar,” Jesus said. In other words, “give to Caesar the things which have “his image” stamped on them.
· Then He said, “and to God the things that are God’s.”  In the same breath Jesus said, “and give to God the things which have His Image stamped on them. 
Matthew 22:22 And hearing this, they were amazed.
Hopefully you now are too.  They were amazed because with a few words Jesus said, “Give yourself to God, after all His image is stamped right on you. 
Our passage today occurs within the broader context of the book of Ephesians.  
· God has made you light.  [Eph. 5:8]  He did this so that you may brightly reveal His Image in a fallen and darkened world.  It is not what you say [although that is important] it is what you are.
Matthew 5:16   16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

· This is why God wants us to be careful how we walk.  His image is stamped on us!!
Ephesians 5:15 15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,

· God is not just laying down the rules for us to follow.  He wants us to know Him fully and enter into the joy of our Christian life.  He wants us to discern His loving and Christ conforming will for our lives. 

Ephesians 5:17   17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

· He has given the Spirit to assist us in understanding the will of God and in walking through this life.  

Ephesians 5:18-21   18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;  20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

· God concludes this exhortation with a command for us to be subject to the ones He has established through His created order. It is only then that God begins to describe, with some precision, how His order for the family reveals His Glory in the world. 
Ephesians 5:21   21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Like Marriage, Children reveal the Image of God in a darkened world.  Again, this portion of Scripture it is addressed believers who wish to honor Christ with their lives.  Our family is the primary vehicle in this world for doing that. We will look at 
· The Attitude of a Godly Child toward His or Her parents.

· The Reason why they should have that attitude

· The Attitude of a Godly Father toward his children and why he should have it.
The Attitude of a Godly Child toward His or Her parents.

Ephesians 6:1-2 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 

This verse is addressed to children who are “in the Lord.”   When a child professes Christ, desires to please Christ, loves Christ for laying down His life for them so that they will not be lost for all eternity, he or she will obey his or her parents out of Love for Christ.  Now, this is really important.  This Scripture is not a club with which we beat our children into submission.  It is most certainly not demeaning to children living at home.  No none of these!  
It is the description of how a born again child can reveal the image of God in a darkened and sin stained world.  Because God designed the family to reveal Himself, children are a huge part of that “Spectacle of God’s glory.”  Just as all believers obey and honor God; Christlike Children are instructed to shine for Christ through their obedience and honor of their parents. 
Obedience:  This is a word that literally means: “listen or pay attention” This is what Solomon met when he said, 
Proverbs 1:8-9   8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching.  9 They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.

This is the action word in the sentence.  It means to “allow yourself to be persuaded” by the words of your parents.  It does not mean the kind of obedience that leaves you angry and seething on the inside.  Jesus illustrated it to the Pharisees with this story:
Matthew 21:28-31  28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.'  29 "And he answered, 'I will not'; but afterward he regretted it and went.  30 "The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did not go.  31 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you.
The son who at first rebelled, repented from the heart.  That heart produced the obedience that God desires.  What God desires from a child is a heart to obey.  They will allow themselves to be persuaded by their parents.  
For this is right: This is exactly what God desires.  It is the just or even righteous thing.  
Psalm 19:8 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

God smiles upon the child who allows themselves to be persuaded and led by their parents.
Honor:   Means to “value highly”  “to hold in the highest regard.” It is a word that describes how men are to feel about God.  Again, Christlike Children are powerful witnesses to the Glory and Image of God in this world.  Just by their attitude they reveal the Glory of God to the lost.  This brings us to verse 2 and the reason why any child should desire this character quality.  
The Reason why they should have that attitude

Ephesians 6:2-4 2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.  

Here God promises long life and happiness to any child who will obey and honor his parents.  

I recently read a poll that revealed that the vast majority of high school students in America did not have any expectation of being happy and fulfilled when they grow up.  I must confess that this stunned me at first until I pondered this.  Satan is always at work to obscure the image of Christ in this world.  
2 Corinthians 4:3-4  if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

Christians imagine that it is just “our message” that is “our light.”  Because of this error many of us and most churches no longer speak of Christ as the Glorious and Precious “life giver.”  The one who loved men to the point of the Cross.  Instead we traffic in programs and plans, surveys and studies. 
Furthermore, just teaching children to obey will not accomplish what God has in mind either.    This is not the obedience that comes with this precious promise.  
These children are hopeless because all hope comes from Christ and the world, Satan and even the church has obscured Him.  The promise of long life and happiness are for those who have loved and honored Christ. The evidence of that is in how they treat their folks. 
Sons and daughters of Light:  You are wise children if you listen to the voice of God and your parents.  God has given you a vital role to play in His kingdom.  When you obey the instructions of your parents and honor them you reveal the image of God in a dark and hopeless world.   You do not have to wait to grow up to be mightily used of God.  Just like your mother and your father, God has purposed to place you in the family to reveal His image and glory to the lost world.  
Parents; do not merely pray for your children to obey you.  Pray for them to believe!  Pray for them to love Christ.  Instruct them in the promise.  Never, never, never imagine that bringing them into submission will fulfill this promise.  Tell them about the love and joy of Christ enter it yourself right before there eyes.  The Scripture is intent on lifting up Jesus Christ. He alone can give the life and happiness promised to godly children. 
This brings us to the final point this morning.  
The Attitude of a Godly Father toward his children and why he should have it. 
Ephesians 6:4 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

By now you may be tempted to imagine that Fathers / Husbands are at the top of the food chain in Scripture.  But note carefully that they are to submit to God in two areas. One is negative.  We are to stop provoking.  The other is positive.  We are to train and instruct.
Do not provoke:   This is a word that means to continually exasperate your child. Studies show that parents will rebuke a child 14 times for every once they instruct them.  It does not take long before this translates into “nothing I ever do is right” or “As much as I try I will never be able to please my Dad.”
When this was written, Roman law allowed a father total authority over his children.    He was even able to kill them without any consequence.   A newborn child was placed at his feet.  If he picked it up it remained in the house.  If he walked away it was taken and sold as a slave or a prostitute.  
There is an application of this truth in our day.  We are not allowed to discipline our children in any way we see fit just because we are “the father.” God holds us accountable for our treatment of our children. Some fathers know nothing of Grace.  They receive it everyday at the hand of God, but will never share even a morsel with their children. 
You have all seen this type of fathering.  I once knew a man with two very fine sons.  Whenever I would say anything positive about his boys he would always counter with, “they are not as good as you think.”  This he would do in front of them at times. 
You will never amount to anything!  You are stupid! You are lazy!  Saying such things to children is unfortunately common in our society.  Perhaps some of you heard them from your own parents.  
But not all provocation is malicious. Let me quote John MacArthur here:  “Often it is thought to be for the child’s good. Well-meaning overprotection is a common cause of resentment in children.  Parents, who smother their children, overly restrict where they can go and what they can do, never trust them to do things on their own, and continually question their judgment build a barrier between themselves and their children—usually under the delusion that they are building a closer relationship.  Children need careful guidance and certain restrictions, but they are individual human beings in their own right and must learn to make decisions on their own, commensurate with their age and maturity.  Their wills can be guided, but they cannot be controlled.”
Favoring one child over another or saying “why can’t you be like your brother or sister” can be major sources of provocation.  Making achievement the basis of love and acceptance is still another way fathers can and do  provoke their children to anger. 

All this is to say.  Fathers, love your children!  Don’t live vicariously through them.  Don’t take out your frustrations from work on them.  Don’t mistreat them the way your own father mistreated you.  It is not a sign of weakness to show grace, compassion, understanding, mercy and love to your children.  If it were so, then Christ would be the epitome of weakness in the universe.  
Bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord:  This is the positive command.  It has to do with two things.  Discipline is the systematic training of a child.  We do not give up.  We do not throw up our hands because we have already told them 17 times.  We are training our children.  Instruction means to “put things in their mind.”  This goes hand and hand with the child who allows himself to be instructed.  
Conclusion:  Man is The Image Bearer of God in creation.  It is not the way he looks.  It is far more than that.  God created man this way so that His glory would be known in the world.   We have seen how God also ordained the roles that men and women should have. This too was intended to reveal His glory.  
· Wives show how we are to honor and submit to Christ.  
· Husbands reveal how God loves and cherishes His children.  
· Children are a constant reminder that all life comes from God.  He is the life giver and a husband and wife reflect that by bringing children into the world.  Obedient children reveal how we are to listen to and honor our creator. 
· Fathers demonstrate the loving, patient and unceasing care of God for His children.  
Is it any wonder that the family has been such a battle ground down through the ages?  I do not offer you religion or even sound doctrine.  I offer you Jesus Christ.  He can change your heart to transform you into the wife, husband, child or parent that will reflect His beauty and glory in the world.  If you want to serve Christ at all, begin at this most fundamental place, your family.
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
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