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Introduction:

Last week we made the observation that the breakdown of the family is a major source of misery and even poverty in our society today.  It is easy to see how basic it is.  Every human needs a biological father and mother for the creation of their own life to occur.  Beyond that the majority of our morality and our personality are formed within the family, thus setting the stage for us to repeat the process ourselves. Because it is basic to all men it has been the particular focus of Satan’s wrath.  There are two main reasons for Satan’s hatred of the family. 
· Genesis tells us that God made man and woman in His own image.  

Genesis 1:27   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Male and female share the image of God equally.  The image of God is “that quality of man that distinguishes him from the rest of creation.”  It consists of his moral nature, which although fallen still reflects the image of his creator. His personhood, including the powers of his personality are part of it as well.  Finally, there is the fact that God has shared certain of His own attributes with men.  They are able to love, express mercy, think and reason.    
Both men and women have these characteristics.  Both are in the image of God. However, equal value, nature and image does not translate into identical role.  God chose to create the woman as a helper for the man and to give her a different role.  This in no way diminishes a woman.  Anyone who believes this is simply misreading the Bible.  
Genesis 2:20-24  20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.  21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  22 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

A woman is such a marvelous creation that a man is willing to leave everything he has received from his parents and join himself to his wife.  A wife is still to this very day a provision from the Lord and a man who says he believes the Scripture should know this.
Proverbs 19:14   14 House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is from the LORD.

The relentless attack on the literal account of Genesis both inside and outside the church has greatly confused, even believing men and women in our day.  God chose to create men and women in His image while also choosing to establish them within their specific roles.  God created men to lead and women to assist them in it.  It is to creation that the New Testament appeals time and again to establish order in the home and in the church itself.  Satan hates the family because it consists of God’s image bearers reflecting God’s design.
There is, however, a second reason that the family is hated by Satan.
· The Family illustrates the love of God for His children.  

In the New Testament, Paul illustrates God’s love for man by using the relationship between husband and wife. In so doing God reveals how much Christ esteems the church.
Christ is the loving husband and the church is the cherished and beloved bride.  The groom so cherishes this bride that he forsakes His father’s house in order to join Himself to her.  So, let us look at what the Scripture says about Christ’s relationship to the church and how the husband’s love for his wife reflects the love of God toward His children.  
Ephesians 5:25-32 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.  31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
Although the Bible speaks of Christ’s love for the “church,” you may take it personally.  There is no institutional church in the New Testament.  We are bound into one body but the body is Christ’s.  It is a spiritual body. He has made you a part of Himself.  It does not get any more personal then that.  
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.
This Scripture gives four descriptions of the love Christ has for you:

· The Love of Christ caused Him to sacrifice Himself for you.  
· He gave Himself up for you
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
He gave Himself up for you in order to:
· Sanctify you
NAU 1 Corinthians 6:11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

After redeeming you; you are set aside for Christ!  You are reserved for the master.  He loves you out of all the millions of people. The Christian husband makes his bride this special.  She alone is set aside for his special attention.  He singles her out for attention and praise. He says,

Proverbs 31:29-30   29 "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all."  30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  
· Cleans you
Titus 3:5-7 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Christ washed away the sins of the church.  His love covers them.  The Christian husband is able to love His wife this way.  You are given the privilege of reflecting the love of Christ for His church.  Such love forgives offenses, perceived and real.  It is the love of Christ.  You were given your wife to love this way.  When you do it you reveal the glory of God in a darkened world. 
· Presents you to Himself  [to place by His side]
Revelation 19:7-9   7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
At the end of the age He will place you by His side.  You will be radiant in your beautiful clothing.  Jesus spoke of it before He left telling the disciples: 
John 14:1-3 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
· Secondly, the love of Christ for you is like His love for Himself.  God is incapable of diminished love. “God is Love.”  Love does not consider the value of the object loved.  It is incomprehensible to us but possible to do because we are strengthened by the Spirit of God to glorify Christ in the world.  How could Christ love us like He loves Himself?  Because it is His nature.  His love is pure and constant.
Romans 5:1-8 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Having set His love on us we became the object of His affection.  Without hesitation, as a mother for her child, Christ died for you.  My dear Christian friends; you cannot fall from His favor.  You have been justified by Him alone.  Come to Him this way.  If you have never imagined it before, do so now!  Christ’s love interposed Himself taking your punishment on the cross.  Oh sinner, Jesus Christ bids you come to Him alone for salvation.  
The Christian husband is able to love his wife this way. Men, we give ourselves attention when we need it.  We like ourselves and even admire ourselves for our abilities and hard work. Likewise, your wives merit your attention, affection and admiration.  We don’t curse ourselves, withhold good from ourselves, try to make ourselves feel bad or belittle ourselves. Instead, 
· The love of Christ nourishes [feeds and nurtures] and cherishes you. [warms you]  This is how Christ feels about the church.  We are part of His body. 
· Nurture is more than food.  It is discovering fears and alleviating them.  It is gentle, love driven care. Christ knows our fears and anxieties.  He is the cure for them. 
· Cherish is more emotional.  It comforts the soul and mind.  It has a root idea of warming. The presence of Christ in the emotional desert of this world is indeed comforting.
Ephesians 5:29-30   29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.
Husbands, If you want to give glory to Christ in this world then commit to be like Christ in your marriage. It is a primary vehicle for revealing the Love of God for the Church.  You have been united to Christ through saving faith.  Nurture and warm your wife.  This is to the glory of God in a fallen world. 
· Finally, the love of Christ for you caused Him to leave the Father, come and join Himself to you.   
Ephesians 5:31-32   31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

Christ’s love for His bride compelled Him to leave the Father in order to join Himself to her.  This is how Paul describes it to the Philippians. 
Philippians 2:5-8  5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
So how does this sacrificial love of Christ for his church display itself in our love for our own wives? 

When a man takes a bride a new family is begun.  He leaves behind his mother and father and joins himself to his wife.  I can tell you from years of counseling that when either the wife or the husband fails to break the authoritative ties of mother and father they will have trouble in their marriage. Parents are always to be honored, but that does not mean that they have any further authority over their married children. Once a son leaves a family he is to be considered the head of his own family and home. A father will be wise to consider that and act upon it.  Once a daughter marries, she is now to honor her own husband and she cleaves to him alone. Jesus even mentions this when He was on the earth. 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Authority is “permission to act” and “power of choice.”  Jesus honored the Father but at the same time had been given “all” authority.  A new marriage pictures this leaving and cleaving.  When we don’t follow this pattern it produces a lot of grief and actually obscures the vision of Christ and His Church in the world. 
To cleave is to glue or cement yourself to your spouse.  It is a bond that replaces the child–parent one.  It is an unbreakable bond. This is why Mark records these words from Jesus; 

Mark 10:7-9  7 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,  8 and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one.  9 Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

Now think about your own marriage.  Almost everyone I know has experienced their greatest grief and pain at the hand of their extended family.  In other words the family that they left has steadfastly refused to release their grip. 
Christ left the glory of heaven to take a bride.  Jesus has eternally joined Himself to His church.  She is His bride.  Christian husbands are a reflection of Christ single focus of love on His Church.  The glories of heaven are forsaken for the love of the Church. 
CONCLUSION: 

Perhaps you are wondering why I have focused so much attention on Christ today.  That is because Paul said that was what he was actually talking about. 

Ephesians 5:32-33 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 
Last week we learned how wives are given the blessed privilege of revealing to the world how the church should honor and reverence the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not to some disembodied authority that a wife submits herself.  It is to her own dear husband.  
Daughters of light!  That is what submissive wives are.  They shine the light of the glory of Christ into a dark world and an often darkened church.  How the church needs such light in our day!  The church needs to submit to her Savior and reverence Him alone!  Wives reveal the glory of Christ with this simple attitude of the heart. 

But does the world have any idea of the depth of the love of Christ?  In the way that wives reveal the response of the church to Christ so husbands reveal the depth of Christ’s love for the church.  No man can ever say that he gives glory to God if he does not love His wife.  And mark this down men; It is to be the kind of love that Christ had for the church. It is available to you.  God has poured it out in your life and asks that you give it to your wife.   
John MacArthur tells of a man who was afraid that he loved his wife too much. When asked if he loved her as much as Christ loved the church, he answered no. “Then,” he was told, “you must love her more!”
Here is some good news for all of us:  
· If you are a wife without a believing husband you may submit to him because in so doing you reveal how the church is to respond to her Savior.  It is the Lord you are serving.
· If you are a husband without a believing wife you may freely love her as Christ loved the church because in so doing you reveal the depth of the Love of God for His children.  
Now let us conclude with this:  Upon the completion of His perfect creation God took His greatest pleasure in creating a man.  This would be God’s finest creation.  They would make him in Their Image and They would give to him many of Their own character qualities and attributes.  Man would be able to think, imagine, remember, learn, teach, and love.   Man would be a constant testimony to the glory of God within the creation.  
Then God also made a woman.  In so doing He shared still another of His attributes with His creature.  Man and woman would now be given the ability to create other image bearers.  This is called a shared attribute of God.  They were both created in the image of God. 
Genesis 1:27   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Wives reveal how the church should love God by the way they honor their own husbands.  Husbands reveal the depth of the love of Christ for His children by the way they love, cherish, nurture and sacrifice for their own wives.  
Sons of Light. That is what Christian husbands are.  The greatest thing you will ever do to reveal the glory of Christ is to love your wife the way Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her. Christ is worthy to be revealed in your marriage.
Romans 11:33-36 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
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