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Introduction:

Nothing in the world defines us more precisely than our family relationships.  Christians like to repudiate this, largely because secular and even so called “Christian” psychology has shifted the blame for shameful behavior from the person responsible to his or her parents.  Taken to its logical conclusion this unbiblical view removes all responsibility for actions from the individual and places them on the culture or society in which they live.  
This is exactly why the first question we hear when someone has committed a particularly heinous crime is, “what was his motive?  What drove him to such a terrible crime?”   God says that men are sinful and beyond cure.  This is why school shootings occur.  It is the heart of man.  No amount of denial or blame shifting is ever going to fix this problem.  The problem is the heart of man and this is the one thing that modern society has not stomach for whatsoever. 
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
There is no cure for the heart.  God states this over and over in the Scripture while calling us to forsake sin and live for Him.  How is this fair you say?  How can God require of men what they cannot do?  Here is the simple and yet profound answer:
God loves you.  He wants you to come to Him.  If man can be justified without God then he will.  In the process he will become insufferably proud and condescending to others.  Religion and self-righteousness are weapons in the hands of such men.  The true God who created the heavens and the earth wants you to love Him.  The self righteous love only themselves.  They look down on all other men. 
So what is the answer to the question just asked?  God will give you a new heart.  He will wash away your sins and change your heart. 
Ezekiel 36:25-27   25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

Titus echoes the same theme in the New Testament: 

Titus 3:3-7 3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Now let us return to our original statement. “Nothing in the world defines us more precisely than our family relationships.”  They cannot be left at the office but are always taken there from home.  There is really no earthly place of escape because these are relationships that “define” us.   Therefore, in a passage of the Bible concerned with the practical application of the Loving Sovereignty of Christ, God includes the teaching on the family. 
I know of few passages in the entire Bible that fly more in the face of our 21st century western culture than the one at hand today.  But you should know this.  Until the late 1960’s what I am about to teach was almost universally accepted.  The last 40 years have ushered in an unprecedented breakdown of the family and home.  Although men are certainly responsible for this, it can be largely laid at the feet of radical feminism which has sought to redefine what God has created and instituted.  As we will see this morning this has not only hit the family like an asteroid but it has far ranging implications for the church and its relationship to it Lord. 
We will have time to deal with the “Christlike Wife and her Husband” this morning.  We will consider the husbands more fully next week.  Three important points need to be made in this passage: 
· The meaning of subjection [21]

· The Biblical Reason for the subjection of wives to husbands [22, 23]
· The Visible Reason for the subjection of wives [24]
The Meaning of Subjection [21]

Ephesians 5:21 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  

~Upotasso,menoi avllh,loij evn fo,bw| Cristou/(
There is a teaching today that asserts that this verse neutralizes everything that comes after it.  It is an understanding of the phrase “be subject to one another” that translates it this way: “be considerate and thoughtful to one another.”
But, we live in a day where, to many people, words do not have meaning.  “Post modern” thought, having established the ascendancy of human reason, feels free to assign whatever meaning to a giving word, suits their purpose.  But their position is irrational because they do not actually live according to their belief.  They still show up for a 3:00 PM doctor’s appointment when the clock says 3 PM.  They never ask themselves what 3 means or even “PM” for that matter.  They still expect a full gallon of gas at the pump and would be livid if the gas station owner decided to redefine the term “gallon” downward to 48 ounces.    Again, men professing themselves to be wise, have become foolish and darkened in their minds.  
In verse 21 of our text, “subjection” means just exactly what it has always meant.  Webster says it means: to make (oneself) amenable to the discipline and control of a superior.”  

Is this the correct translation here?  What does the Greek mean?  It is a word that means “to arrange yourself under” [like rank in the military] or “to subordinate yourself.”  Moreover, it always means this.  Rank does not prove superior worth.  It is a description of authority and not worth. Here are a few places in the New Testament where it is used: 
Luke 2:51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
Luke 10:17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name."
1 Corinthians 15:27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.

· To be Subject” then, means to place your self under the authority of another. 

What about the phrase “to one another?”  This is a word that speaks of reciprocity within a group. Sometimes it means “everyone to everyone” like in John 13:34. 
John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

But, it often means “some to others.”  We have lots of clear uses of it that way.  It is the context that will determine how we translate it. 

Revelation 6:4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.

Clearly not a reciprocal “slaying.”  This is an example of “some to others.”
1 Corinthians 11:33 So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.  

Those who are late cannot wait for those who are early.  Again some of the group are waiting for others in it.  It is not reciprocal in the sense that everyone waits for everyone. 
Now, this verse comes at a long list of things that should characterize children of light and just before specific instructions regarding submission in our daily lives.  It is in this context that we need to understand the command to 
Ephesians 5:8-21   8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),  10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.  13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.  14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."  15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.
· “to one another” then means, “some of you to others of you.”
The Scripture now gives a specific accounting of how that looks.  It starts with wives.    Husband wife relationships, as we will see are the foundational relationship of all society.  Its neglect and disregard is at the heart of most of the personal grief, violence and poverty in our society.  It is therefore crucial that “children of light” understand how to walk. 
The Biblical Reason for the subjection of wives to husbands [22, 23]

Ephesians 5:22, 23 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
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The Biblical and spiritual reason for a wife to be in submission to her husband is that God has created things this way.  Notice the use of the word “is” the head and not has become the head.  Another important point here.  Jesus is Lord!  No husband is beyond the implications of this.  Wives are privileged to mirror it in an earthly relationship.  Men must do it at every level of their life; mental, spiritual, professional and marital. 
It is God’s creation order that is appealed to here.  The proliferation of theories on creation that lead us away from the Biblical account, are not irrelevant here.  The Scripture appeals to creation for the order of wives and husbands.

1 Corinthians 11:8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man;
This is not a bad thing.  If it is bad then God is bad.  If it is a mistake then God has made it. But it is not a mistake!  It is the way of the children of light.  More importantly it leads to the visible reason for this submission.  

The Visible Reason for the subjection of wives [24]

Ephesians 5:24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
The Scripture asserts that marriage is a picture of Christ’s relationship to the church.  Ladies, your submission pictures the way the church is to submit to Christ.  You have a tremendously vital role in this world.  A godly wife who is walking as a child of light is a rebuke to this unruly and irreverent world and church of our day.  Her love for her husband and children and her service to them is a rebuke to many a husband who does not love Christ this way and who does not submit to Christ’s rule in his own life. 
Daughters of light!  That is what submissive wives are.  They shine the light of the glory of Christ into a dark world and an often darkened church.  How the church needs such light in our day!  How she needs to submit to her Savior and reverence Him alone!  Wives, nothing you ever do with your lives will reveal the glory of Christ like this simple attitude of the heart. 
CONCLUSION: 

Ephesians 5:32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
Actually, Paul tells us that this passage is not about marriage at all.  He has been using marriage as a way to show us again what Jesus is like in His love and Grace and how the “children of light” are to reveal His glory to a darkened world. 
Giving Glory to God is equal to reflecting His created order in all things.  Man is the image bearer.  That is what you are my friends.  Sin has vandalized it.  Man, the creature intended to reveal the glory of God within the physical creation, has been spoiled by Satan and sin.  God is diminished by sin.   Giving glory does not merely mean saying, “Praise the Lord.”  God saved us to return us to the image of the Savior. It is your destiny 
Romans 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;
Humanity is defined by Christ and not the other way around.  God saved you so that He could pull you from the mire of corruption, wash you with pure water and place a new heart in you.  Our salvation and then our sanctification begins in some small way to reveal the image of the creator inside this fallen and corrupted generation.  As we are restored we truly give glory to the Savior.  
· Think about this my beloved brothers and sisters.  God saved you by snatching you like a piece of kindly from the roaring fire.  We hope in Christ alone.  
· He then sealed us by the Spirit of Promise, as if we were placed in an evidence envelope and sealed securely.  We may not be tampered with.  We belong to Christ. 
· If that is not enough, He also promised to give us an inheritance.  The creator of all things promises you an inheritance.  It consists of eternal life and everything required to make it gloriously delightful.  
WHY oh why does God do such things?  Because this world is in desperate need of His glory.  He saved us because it was impossible.  He cured our incurable heart and washed away our unwashable sins.  He changed us from darkness to light so that His Glory might be known.  
Ephesians 1:12-14  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
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