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Introduction:

Proverbs 2:1-10 My son, if you will receive my words And treasure my commandments within you, 2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding; 3 For if you cry for discernment, Lift your voice for understanding; 4 If you seek her as silver And search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will discern the fear of the LORD And discover the knowledge of God.  6 For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 8 Guarding the paths of justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones.  9 Then you will discern righteousness and justice And equity and every good course.  10 For wisdom will enter your heart And knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
The lack of wisdom is the chief contributor to our struggles in this world.  This portion of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians begins with an admonition to apply wisdom to our walk.  Simply put this means that the things that we face everyday need to be understood and responded to with wisdom.  This is essentially what Solomon expressed in the Proverb’s passage we just read.  Happily, Paul gives us a more precise understanding of wisdom.  If we understand what the Scripture is saying here we will be able to discern how to walk in this world.  

This passage begins with the “therefore” and points us back to what has just been discussed.  We have been transformed from darkness into light. [5:8] We are not to be partakers of the darkness [5:7] for we have become partakers of the light. 
2 Peter 1:2-4  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

We are transformed into fruit bearing children of the light.  This is your inheritance, your birthright.  You are not an unwanted son or daughter.  You will share in what Christ; The Light has done for you.  Notice how this is given to you as a dearly beloved child of Christ.  Just as we did not merit our salvation we know we do not merit such family blessings.  Nevertheless, God is pleased to give His riches to His children. Our complete change into Christ’s image is ongoing but our transformation into children of God is completed.  Paul prayed for the Colossians
Colossians 1:10-14 10so that they would “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
On top of all this we have been spiritually resurrected.  Now look at verse 14 right now. 

Ephesians 5:14   14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."

God has called you forth from your spiritual death and that warm light that streams into your soul is the light of Christ.   

Ephesians 2:4-5  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

This morning we want to look at how we discern the will of God for us.  We have been very conditioned to ask this question in an entirely incorrect way.  The questions framed in our minds goes something like this:  What does Christ want me to do for Him?  In other words, we tend to think that discovering God’s will is discovering what activity He wants us to do for Him.  

Many churches and pastors have equated a flurry of activity with serving the Lord.  Are we serving God when we are “doing something?”  If we say yes then what happens when we can no longer do that thing?  What if we get old and we need to give that activity to a younger brother or sister in the Lord?  What if all we can do is sit and pray?  Will we be out of the will of the Lord?  

This morning we will see that Doing things does not equate to “knowing the will of God” for your life.  Paul takes us through 3 steps in this passage: 

· Pay attention to how you live everyday

· Don’t take a holiday from godly living.  Buy up the time to live for Christ.

· Be under the control of the Holy Spirit in your daily affairs    
· Take care how and where you walk. Open your eyes.  It is Christ that illumines your path.

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
Ephesians 5:15 Ble,pete ou=n avkribw/j pw/j peripatei/te mh. w`j a;sofoi avllV w`j sofoi,(
When you came forth from your spiritual state of death it was Christ who shone on you.  It was not a newly found religion.  It was not self reformation.  Can you not remember dear saints, how you loved Jesus on that day?  It was like resurrection morning.  He was glorious to behold.  You could not contain the joy and lived for a good while in awe that anyone so lovely and pure should interpose Himself to save you.  We have awakened from the dead and opened our eyes in the presence of Christ Himself. 
This command makes perfect sense in this context. In such glorious light we are now able to exercise care in how we walk.  Christ is the light of the world.  His Word lights our path.  His glory illumines our soul.  The Greek actually commands us “TO SEE!” “Look” how you walk! or look where you are going!….the light of Christ is shining on you. 
· Buy Time.  This present age is evil and will come to an end  [Romans 8:18 and Gal. 1:4]

Ephesians 5:16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
Ephesians 5:16 evxagorazo,menoi to.n kairo,n( o[ti ai` h`me,rai ponhrai, eivsinÅ
The root idea of redeeming is probably best understood in our language of make the most of every opportunity.  We are encouraged to do this because the days are evil.  Now stop and think my friends; What is the typical response of believers to the increasing evil that we see around us?  I will tell you!  It is discouragement and anxiety.  Gay marriage, incessant lawsuits designed to eliminate God and morality from everything.  Banning of Christmas and Easter.  All designed by the world to produce a sense of depression in believers.   
Post modernism is burning through our society and churches.  What are we to say or do in a world that does not even believe there is truth?  Again, I will tell you!  Hope for more time in it.  Desire to have opportunities in it.  Speaking of this pervasive evil [that was also present in Paul’s day] one commentator put it this way, “because the present time is evil, the wise person does not have to show it any respect, but can exploit it to the full.”  
God’s will is to glorify Christ in the world.  His chosen means is you. He did this by calling you out of your spiritual grave and shining the light of the glory of Christ on you.  It is Christ you know. He has transformed you from darkness to light.  Men to day assert today that they are certain that there is no truth.  The church has fallen into step and marches to this funeral drum beat.  But as this procession passes on the way to perdition there are those standing by the roadside that have been transformed from darkness to light.  You dear brothers and sisters are the light of the world!  Jesus never said for you to become the light of the world or do something to show that you are the light of the world. We have been given life in Christ and we are the witnesses in our evil day. 
But who will listen?  Is it not a waste of breath to speak to those who reject even the possibility that our words have any meaning?  Here is God’s answer to that question.

Romans 1:19-22   19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
Why are these verses in the Bible?  Because we need to know that men are fully aware of God in spite of their claims to the contrary.  You may speak freely of Him.  Just be yourself in Christ.  That brings us to the third point.  This is also where we actually discover what God’s will is for us.  
Paul will now offer understanding of the will of God to us.  Those in darkness are fools because they cannot see Christ.  We tend to think of fools as people who just don’t have common sense but God does not use the word this way.  A fool is one who rejects God.  He knows there is a God but prefers to pretend there is not. 

Psalm 14:1 For the choir director. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good.
Paul just said in Romans one,”21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

Fools and darkness go together, but you have been made light in Christ when He called you to life and shone on you His very own light, therefore:

· God’s will is for you to be filled with the Holy Spirit [18]
Ephesians 5:17, 18 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
Ephesians 5:17, 18 dia. tou/to mh. gi,nesqe a;fronej( avlla. suni,ete ti, to. qe,lhma tou/ kuri,ouÅ  kai. mh. mequ,skesqe oi;nw|( evn w-| evstin avswti,a( avlla. plhrou/sqe evn pneu,mati(
Here the Paul continues his general contrasts between our before and after state. 

· We were dead and now alive
· We were darkened in understanding and now renewed in Mind
· We were actually darkness but now we are light

· We were in the old Man but now have put on the new Man 
Now, he says, don’t be full of wine but be full of the Holy Spirit.  Drunkenness is prohibited in Scripture because it leads to a life that is “unsaveble.”   Yes, that is the root meaning of this word “dissipation.”  We know of course that Christ can save all those He wishes to save, but nevertheless a life of drunkenness will put a man out of the reach of his family and friends.  It describes an abandoned man. 
Nothing anyone does can save him. He is left alone with his own “god.”  We do not need to look far to see these effects in our day and drugs have very similar results in the lives of men.  
More specifically, Paul may be calling the brothers and sisters in Ephesus to make certain that they do not return to the worship of Dionysius.  It was characterized by heavy intoxication in the hope that Dionysius would enter and control the worshipper’s body.  This is not known explicitly to be what is said here but it can fit with the general idea of contrasts.  Do not be under the control of a false god but the Holy Spirit instead.  
The emphasis is clearly on the “filling of the Spirit” in this passage.  So what does filling mean?  The contrast with the drunkenness gives us a clue.  Instead of being under the control of alcohol which leads to an abandoned and lost life, be under the control of the Holy Spirit which leads to a life that declares the glory of Christ.  
The Greek word for filling speaks of control in this passage.  It’s literal meaning is the same as English.  To fill something entirely up.  There is no room for anything else in a bottle or container that is completely full.  The Greek also has a metaphorical sense the same as English.  We can say that a certain man was filled with grief.  He was controlled by his anguish.  Similarly we can be filled with indignation, and thankfully, even love.  
We know what happens when a man is full of wine.  What kinds of things does the Spirit of God produce when given this kind of control in our lives?  Jesus Himself stated the basic purpose for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
John 16:13-14  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

“Glorify Me” means to “Render or Esteem Glorious.”  Now this fits our context perfectly.  If you want to know the will of the Lord then Here it is.  You have been raised from your spiritual tomb, transformed from darkness to light and are now able to see where you walk because “the light of Christ shines on you.”   The will of God for you is to esteem Christ Glorious.  

Ephesians 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
Ephesians 5:19 lalou/ntej e`autoi/j ÎevnÐ yalmoi/j kai. u[mnoij kai. wv|dai/j pneumatikai/j( a;|dontej kai. ya,llontej th/| kardi,a| u`mw/n tw/| kuri,w|(
Over in Colossians Paul told them to teach and admonish one another this way.  I am quite certain that this is the meaning of “speaking” here.  When together we could talk about current events or we could gossip about what others are or are not doing right, but the Spirit’s overflow will be speaking and singing of Christ.
Ephesians 5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;
Ephesians 5:20 euvcaristou/ntej pa,ntote u`pe.r pa,ntwn evn ovno,mati tou/ kuri,ou h`mw/n VIhsou/ Cristou/ tw/| qew/| kai. patri,Å
The Holy Spirit produces a flood of thanksgiving.  Literally, “continually giving thanks always for all things.  Now, my friends…this is the will of God for you.  If you want to know God’s will this is one of the main things.  Gratitude is disarming.  It stands out in the darkness like a lone candle.  If you want to please Christ, don’t gripe.  Instead pour out a continuous stream of gratitude to Christ and others.   
CONCLUSION:  
· God saved you, making you alive while you were yet dead in your sins.
· At that same time He transformed you from darkness to light.  He changed your heart and made you a child of God and a partaker of Christ’s Nature.  

· The first thing you saw was the light of the glory of Christ.
· We are called in this passage to “see” where we are.  Can you see the miracle of it all my friends?  No one but Christ can do such things.  We are standing on a path in the light of day.  We have been pulled from our grave, washed from our filth and clothed in the pure and perfumed robe of Christ’s righteous life.  Paul exults in it and tells us to now “look” where we are and walk by the light of Christ. 
· Do not wish for another world.  Small lights like you are brightest in the darkness. Wish for time to live this new life of Christ right where you are.
· Be filled with the Spirit.  God never commands the impossible.  If He says to do it you can.  Turn back to your Savior and love Him again.  See Him on the pages of the Bible.  Fix your eyes on Christ. 
· Pray for God to reveal Christ to you when you are in the Word
· Forsake your sin, not because it make God made but because if makes your Savior less lovely and glorious
· Give thanks.  Thank a person for loving you.  Let people hear you thank God for your trials.  By all means thank Him for His kindness.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
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