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Introduction:

In the opening verses of chapter five God explains why we should not accept Satan’s cheap imitation of love.  Demeaning sexual activity without love and joy seemed agreeable enough when we were darkness, but God has exposed us to the love of Christ and we are stunned by His splendor.  Suddenly we are in the light.  But something else has happened to us.  Not only do we see Christ, but we desire His purity for ourselves.  Until now God has been someone to avoid the way you avoid that person you know is mad at you.  Just the thought of seeing them accidentally can give you that knot in the stomach even while just talking about it. 
Now let me ask you this:  “Are you satisfied with Christ?”  Now please answer this carefully. Do not say “yes” just because you are here in church. I know that many of you want very much to say yes to this question. You have experienced forgiveness and love from Jesus.  But, something else has happened in our day.  Many preachers and consequently most believers have lost confidence that Jesus can help and deliver others the way He did it for us. We are no longer confident that He can help that drug addict.  We doubt that the men we know could ever find Him desirable.  Perhaps we suspect [even subconsciously] that certain ones are beyond His reach…too self-righteous, too filthy, and too immoral.  Ask yourself, why you find it difficult to invite people to church.  Perhaps you do not have a speaking gift, but like Andrew or the woman at the well can we not say, “Come, see a man who told me all the things that I have done; is this not the Christ?” John 4:29  
This morning we want to consider the centrality of Christ to everything we do.  It is not our preaching that dispels the darkness it is the preaching of Christ.  We live in a day when Christians have lost their confidence in the power of Christ.  It might be more accurate to say we have lost our love….for Jesus.  Your salvation was a miracle pointing to the love of God for the lost.  Paul has been stressing that throughout this entire letter.  Jesus chose us!  He redeemed us and then made us alive so that we could be His dear children.  He loved us, giving Himself up for our eternal salvation.  This is the same Jesus who changed you from total darkness to total light.  Today as we consider what He did for us, I want you to ask yourself why we do not have more confidence in such a Savior to reach our family, loved ones and neighbors with His redeeming power.
Believers have according to Paul:
· Experienced a “Radical Transformation”
· Been Given a “Radiant Testimony”
· Been made a “Revealing Presence” in the World
· “Experienced a Resurrection Vision of Christ”  
I. A Radical Transformation  [8]
NAU Ephesians 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
BGT Ephesians 5:8 h=te ga,r pote sko,toj( nu/n de. fw/j evn kuri,w|\ w`j te,kna fwto.j peripatei/te
Now let’s notice how the Scripture puts it here. There are no little prepositions.  It does not say “formerly in darkness” although we were.  It says that we formerly “were darkness.”  
This is profoundly different.  We were part of the darkness of this world. The man without Christ is “darkness.”  Darkness is really the absence of light.  This is the natural state of men.  Before God created, the universe was darkness. 

Genesis 1:1-3 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
Without God there is darkness.  This is literally true in Genesis 1 where God calls into being literal light within His creation, but there is a metaphorical use of darkness and light as well.  Light exists because God exists. John uses light to describe God Himself.  
1 John 1:5   5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.

All truth and beauty are revealed by the light.  The purity of God is revealed by the light of God, but men cannot see that light.  What men do perceive is the reflection of the image of God in men and women.  Even fallen men still bear His image to some degree.  Human affection, happiness, mercy and compassion all exist because men are created in the image of God. So what is the problem?  The problem is this; men enjoy these things while shunning God.  They receive the gifts and spurn the giver.  Men ascribe these blessings and beauties to themselves and not to God. 
Romans 1:21  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened…..
Romans 1:25   25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Not only that, but our enemy Satan, is continually engaged in hiding the light of the “glory of God” from men.  Paul was well aware of this when he preached.  We would do well to acknowledge it as well. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Now please look at this verse in II Corinthians and notice that it is not the gospel that is hidden.  We make this jump when we don’t read carefully.  It is not the invitation to receive Christ that is hidden to men.  It is the glory of Christ which is the image of God.  Jesus also commented on this totally dark condition of men’s souls.  If men cannot see God then there condition is hopeless.  
Matthew 6:22-23   22 "The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
But men are not hopeless and neither is our preaching, because Christ, in the image of God, appeared bringing the true knowledge of God to men. 
John 1:4-5 4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
Mankind cannot see the light of God without His aid. Our darkness is palpable.  We have not known the light of the knowledge of God. Calls to come, go unheeded for we fear that we will loose whatever little bit of gratification we do take from this world.  
John 3:19   19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.
The human condition is exactly why we must not just teach about Christ.  Instead we proclaim Him the Sovereign Creator of the Universe and the Glorious Savior of men. In God there is complete total light.  God is calling men to come into the light today.  When they hear His voice and follow Him they are radically transformed. 
1 Peter 2:9 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  
The person Jesus Christ alone saves from sin by calling us into His light.  But He also transforms us when we behold Him as He is. 
2 Corinthians 3:16-18 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

It is underway now, in all those who have come into the light and experienced this transformation.  That is why we should walk as “children of light.”  We are firmly established on the path that will lead us to our destiny; “to be conformed to the image of Christ.”

1 John 3:1-2 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
II. A Radiant Testimony [9-10]
Ephesians 5:9   9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 
BGT Ephesians 5:9 &o` ga.r karpo.j tou/ fwto.j evn pa,sh| avgaqwsu,nh| kai. dikaiosu,nh| kai. avlhqei,a|&
What is described here is the Christlike life.  Notice that it is “the fruit of the Light.”  Like the good tree or the true vine, the true light produces three qualities in you. 
· All Goodness:  This is only used in the Bible and in some church writings to describe a person who is upright of heart.  That is to say that their heart is good.  The things they do are not hypocritical or deceitful.  They do good out of a pure heart. 
Psalm 24:3-4 3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place?  4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully.

1 Timothy 1:5   5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Dear Friends, please do not content yourself to just conform to some outward standard of righteousness. When you come to Christ and behold Him He will transform your heart to desire Him above all else. 

· Righteousness:  Although it is absolutely true that God grants Christ’s righteousness to His children, this “righteousness” is actual behavior. Behavior however, will never satisfy God. That is religion or works salvation.  The righteous behavior here is produced “by the light.”  It has its origin in God and not in man.  God begins by changing you from darkness into light.  This is a definitive change of standing and nature.  If you try to change your behavior on your own you are no different than a Buddhist, Hindu or new age practitioner.  Christ’s children are transformed from within. There are many men and women in churches today who have never come into the light so as to become light.  Instead they live a lie.  They know that their own hearts are not right with God, but they have found the means to maintain the masquerade. This is why the third characteristic is equally vital. 
· Truth: This speaks of things being exactly as they appear to be.  What the light produces is a heart that matches the outward life and a life that matches the heart.  This is transformation at the most profound and fundamental level.  

Now, no men fully realize this trilogy of transformation, but this is what “being light” means.  We are in the process of being perfected in His image, but it is always done by radical transformation that produces a radiant testimony.   This brings us to verse 10.
NAU Ephesians 5:10 “trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.”
BGT Ephesians 5:10 dokima,zontej ti, evstin euva,reston tw/| kuri,w|(
I want to spend a little time here explaining how verses 8, 9 and 10 go together.  Before we do that however, let’s look at the word translated “trying to learn” 
This is a word that means “approving” or “putting to the test for the purpose of approving.”  It is the New Testament equivalent of the “underwriter’s seal of approval.” It means to test something to see if it lives up to its claims.  A friend of mine who was traveling in Greece told me that he actually saw this word on the bottom of a terra cotta pot he looked at in a market place.  This is what Paul spoke of in Romans 12:1, 2.
Romans 12:1-2 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Presenting your bodies to Christ, Paul says, is acceptable to God as authentic worship.  It involves the conscious choice to forsake the world and be transformed by Christ.  If you do this you will have put to the test what God says and you will find it good, acceptable, and perfect. 
This is the common usage of this word in the New Testament. Here it is a present tense, which means it is an “ongoing action” and not a “one time event” It is also a participle which we would normally translate with an “ing” ending.  One last thing.  Look at the text here and notice this; Verse 10 goes with verse 8.  Verse 9 is a parenthetical statement.  

Ephesians 5:8-10 8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light……. 10 proving to yourselves [experiencing for yourselves] what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Verse nine is a more precise description of what Paul means when he says “walk as children of Light.”  It is God’s intention to reveal His sufficiency to His children. He invites us to put His Word to the test and discover the things that please Him. 
NAU Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
III. A Revealing Presence [11-12]
Ephesians 5:11-13   11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.  13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.
The call here is to “not participate in” deeds of darkness.  These have been very thoroughly described at the end of chapter 4 and beginning of 5.  Stealing, rage, bitterness, slander and malice along with all of the immorality described just a few verses before all fall into this category.  Now here is a caution:
Some believers read this verse this way:  “But have nothing to do with people who live in darkness but rebuke them.”   The text here clearly puts the focus on the deeds and not on the people.  It is also clear from this context that we are talking about light shining in darkness.  You are light… so shine!!!  
What exactly is the effect of a pure heart and a righteous life style characterized by truth on darkness?  It exposes it.  Is that not what is actually said here.  Verse 12 makes this even clearer when it warns of the danger of speaking of some of these things.  Instead of speaking of the filth and degradation of our world in lurid detail we are to focus light into this world by proclaiming Christ alone as the remedy for its hopeless state.    Do not offer morality.  All religions offer morality.  Offer and pray for a radical transformation of the heart.  That is what Jesus always offered.   [John 4:13-14]
If you are a Christian parent do not offer your children morality and outward behavior as a substitute for light.  This is so easy to do.  Kids quickly learn that certain words and behaviors will keep them in good standing.  Many a child has grown up believing that outward conformity equals being a believer.  Pray for your kids! Don’t just try to keep them in line. They have hearts just like all other people.  They need the light of Christ.
IV. A Resurrection  Vision of Christ  [14]
Ephesians 5:14   14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."
The King of Glory is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the hope of all mankind. This is exactly why men can be gloriously transformed before they understand anything about the Bible and Jesus.  He wakes you from the dead in your darkness and the light of His transforming presence bursts on you.  He Himself said:
John 8:12   12 …"I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."
He came into the world to call men out of darkness into His glorious light.  He dispels darkness in your heart by radical transformation.  Now, what is your hope for eternity?  Is it a prayer once prayed, as if human words could save us?  Perhaps it is a doctrine believed, a ritual performed or a religion joined.  You may be among those who are convinced that your own personal integrity and goodness will deliver you in the day of your judgment.  I can only say with Paul: 
1 Timothy 2:5-6   5 …there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

He will fit you for His presence by changing you from darkness into His pure, holy light.
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