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Introduction: 
See if you have ever heard some of these: “The acorn does not fall far from the tree.”  “A chip of the old block.”  Like father, like son.”  All these American proverbs are used to describe a commonly observed truth.  Children imitate their parents.  
We have probably all seen a young boy following behind his dad, walking the same way or holding his hands in an identical manner.  What we are observing is a common human experience.  We learn by imitation.  All of your children could speak long before you taught them any grammar.  How did they learn to do that?  By imitation!
Americans consciously seek to reject this notion.  They find it cute in a father and son, but repugnant in adults.  We assert our individuality while at the same time adopting attitudes, and lifestyles by imitating what we see and hear in others.  
The peculiar human tendency to learn by imitation has been used to great advantage by Madison Avenue.  Rather than pitch a product on its merits, it is more typically just shown being used by attractive, healthy and happy people.  Advertisers can show you this scene while a soothing voice tells you that the prescription drug you are considering may give you cancer, make your hair fall out, cause internal bleeding or even death. Such is the power of imitation.  Satan uses it every day to guide the world.  
In our text this morning God calls us instead to “imitate Him.”  Such a statement begs at least three questions:

· Isn’t God in heaven while we are on earth?  

· What about God are we to imitate?
· How can we ever actually imitate God? 
Take your Bibles now and turn to Ephesians 5:1 and let’s look in this text for the answers to these questions. 
Isn’t God in heaven while we are on earth?
Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

This verse is much more forceful in the Greek.  It is a command and reads this way, “Become imitators of God!”  The command word “become” stands at the very beginning of the sentence in the original for emphasis.  This is important and not just a hope on the part of the Apostle.  Let me give you this verse just once more with emphasis.  “Become therefore imitators of God.”  
The Holy Spirit also used the little word “therefore” in this verse as well.  Hopefully you have learned to keep an eye out for words like these.  It means that this command follows from a previous statement.  In other words this command is the logical conclusion to what has previously been said.  More on this in just a minute. 
Finally, the Bible says here to imitate God “as beloved children.”  Imitate the way a beloved child imitates his loving father. 

We have looked at the command of this verse.  Now we are ready to answer the first question.  How can we imitate God when He is in heaven and we are on earth?  Is this just a spiritual exhortation?  Are we just to try to think like God?  

The answer to the question is found in the little “therefore” word we mentioned earlier.  Imagine if you can a Bible where there is no chapter five.  In fact this is how Paul wrote to the Ephesians.  The entire first four chapters could be appealed to here if needed.  For now just go back to 4:32. 
NAU Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
These were apparently Paul’s concluding remarks in chapter four.  When Paul says “imitate God” He means, “imitate Christ.”  Our kindness to one another and our tender hearted forgiveness toward the brothers and sisters has already been extended to you personally by Jesus Christ. Being like Jesus is “imitating God.”  Let me show you from the Bible. 
· It was actually Christ who was the creator of the material universe. Christ is fully God. 
John 1:2-3   2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

· He became a fully human.  In His humanity we beheld the glory of the grace and truth of God. 
John 1:14 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

· John said that Jesus revealed God the Father to us. 

NIV John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.
An age old heresy has been asserting itself in the American church of late.  It is the notion that Christ is not a human the way you and I are humans.  It is imagined that all things pertaining to human flesh are inherently sinful. It therefore follows that Jesus did not truly have a fleshly body like the one we brought to church this morning.  
The problem is this; God sent Christ into the world because man cannot know God without the help of God Himself.  What you know of God, God Himself has revealed to you.  It is not the preacher.  I have preached to countless thousands in my life who knew nothing more of God when they left the building.  Sin has barred man at the door of heaven.  He will never return to God for he simply cannot!  God must and does come to you.  What God did at the incarnation was to come to us by uniting a holy God with a fully human man.  Now follow me here because this gets even more interesting.  God made men in His own image!
· You my friend are an “image bearer” of God.  

NIV Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  

This is something that Satan does not want you to consider.  BUT I do want you to consider it:
· God placed His glorious image squarely into the midst of His creation in the form of a man named Adam.  
· Satan immediately sought to besmirch and spoil the glory of God through sin. Satan is a vandal seeking to hide the splendor of God with the spray paint of sin.  
· But God, sent His own son to redeem us from the power and practice of sin through another sinless man who was called by Peter, “Jesus, The Christ, The Son of the Living God.” 
· When you sin you diminish the Glory of God and when you imitate Christ you exalt Him.
“There have been only three pure human beings: Adam and Eve [before the fall] and Jesus.  All the rest of us are but broken, corrupted versions of humanity.  Jesus is not only as human as we are; he is more human.  Our humanity is not a standard by which we are to measure his.  His humanity, true and unadulterated, is the standard by which we are to be measured.”  Millard J. Erickson  
In the light of what we have just said consider anew these verses: 

NIV Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  
NIV Ephesians 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light
NIV 2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
NIV Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
Now I am praying for you.  I pray that you might see the incredible offense of your sin.  You did not just make God mad as is commonly believe.  You diminished His splendor.  When we sin we hide the glory of God from His creation.  This is exactly what it means when it says, 

NAU Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
We have literally “missed and lacked the glory of God,” which is revealed in the splendid, sinless human life of Christ.  That is the Bad News for Men.  But like God we do not stop there.  If this is the exhortation then what are we to imitate about God?
What about God are we to imitate?

This takes us back to our “therefore” in Ephesians 5:1.  It does not take us, as is commonly assumed, forward to verses 5:3-6.  We will have something to say about these in just a moment but verse one takes us back.  If we go forward we will be mired in the quicksand of legalism and self-righteousness.  
NAU Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Simply stated; we are to imitate the kind and tenderhearted forgiveness that we have received at the hand of Jesus Christ.  We should remember that Paul has a theme in this letter.  It is the creation of the Church in unity to the glory of Christ.  Note some of the things already said:
· Your adoption as His dear children is said to reveal His glory.  It is the exact opposite of what your sin has done. 
Ephesians 1:5-6  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

· Even the Angels are in awe of your salvation.

Luke 15:10 10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

· God made you alive through faith in Christ.  He did it to reveal His glory in creation.  Just think my friend.  We were without hope and dead.  Jesus opened your eyes to see Him and for all eternity you are now a testimony to the “surpassing riches of His Grace.”
Ephesians 2:4-7 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Dear friends, look back to the cross.  There a man revealed the glory of God to His creation.  The cross is the ultimate glory of God.  Can you not see it now?  Our sin has diminished and at times obliterated the glory of God to all creation.  “But God” [how I truly love that phrase] But God, purchased you from the hopeless stench of sin by taking every single offence you ever committed against the glory of God and bearing it to Calvary.  
God does not want your self righteousness.  That is why we do not look forward in this text.  
Now, if God so forgave you, are you not able to imitate Him in His tenderhearted mercy for others.  Churches that refuse to love one anther diminish the Glory of Christ.   Instead be imitators of God for you have been greatly redeemed.  This is the Good News!
How can we ever actually imitate God? 

Thankfully God answers this clearly and pointedly.
Ephesians 5:2   2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  
The love of God that sent Christ to the Cross is the compelling truth that drives this passage.  We imitate God by extending to men the love of Christ.  “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life” however true, is not sufficient here.  We give ourselves up for one another because Christ gave Himself up for us.  How did Christ love you?  This is the theme of creation and certainly the Bible. 
Isaiah 53:10  10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.
Dear ones, God did not give Christ grudgingly.  He did not look down from heaven and say “Those miserable, disgusting human beings.  They have refused to be religious enough and righteous enough and now I have to send my son to save them.”

NO! NO! NO!  He did it willingly.  We were dead.  We were helpless. He willingly redeemed you.  Listen to Paul describe our condition to the Romans.
Romans 3:10-12 10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."

Romans 5:6-8   6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

To the church in Philippi Paul said this:

Philippians 2:5-8  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Peter, who wantonly denied Jesus at the moment of his death, only to be sought out by the Lord and fully restored, told us this: 

1 Peter 2:21-25  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

We imitate God when we love one another the way Jesus loved us. 
Conclusion: 

Ephesians 5:3-6  3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;  4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.  5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Here in closing, is the list of counterfeits that Satan offers you.  This is what he has to give.  They promise love, but give only pain and death.  Every item on this list has to do in one way or another with Satan’s alternative to the love of Christ.  It is all self seeking and self serving.  It begins with general immorality and takes you down to idolatry.  In short, your quest for love and gratification becomes the focal point of your life.  It is your idol.  Do not be deceived by this my friends.  It is the cheap imitation of the love of God in Christ.  
You have seen the love of Christ in these verses.  Put it next to the tawdry counterfeit and choose the love of Christ. The Scriptures testify to the Glory and Sufficiency of Christ.  Even the angels stand in awe at the redemptive love of Christ.  How shall we imitate Christ?  By looking for and at Christ.  Not at religion.  Not pursuing morality. Never putting on self righteousness, but gazing intently on Christ. 
Hebrews 12:1-4 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;
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