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Introduction:

Jesus began to prepare His disciples for His departure some time before the crucifixion. They did not understand what Christ was going to do on the cross, but they did know something about separation from those you love. John 14 describes one such occasion. Jesus is aware of their emotional suffering.   Take your Bibles and follow along with me while I read. 

John 14:1-7 "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.  4 "And you know the way where I am going."  5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?"  6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.  7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."

Thomas is clearly distraught.  He wants to be with Jesus and fears the loss of His love and companionship.  Yes!  He lacks faith.  No! He is not castaway by the Lord because of it.  Notice how Jesus deals with Thomas.  This is how God deals with all His children. 
· He encourages his weak faith: 

John 14:10-11 10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.  11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.

· He promises him success in his service to Christ. 

John 14:12  12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

· He promises power in prayer

John 14:14   14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.
· He promises the Holy Spirit as a very real and present help. It is the Spirit who works to minister and reveal Christ in the world.  He helps us.  We cannot serve God without the help of the Spirit. 
John 14:16-17  16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

· He promises not to abandon him.  Life in this world without the presence of Christ is lonely, depressing and ultimately without meaning.
John 14:18-20 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  

· He promises a supernatural and lasting revelation and understanding of Himself to His children.  Everything the world promises eventually turns out to be meaningless apart from the forgiveness and compassion of Christ. Besides the presence of the Spirit, Jesus also promises His own.  I am continually aware of His presence just as He promised Thomas. 

John 14:19-20    19 "After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.  20 "In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

In a most remarkable turn of events, Jesus is returning to heaven and handing over the care and feeding of His church to the disciples.  Thomas is fearful.  Many Christians today experience the same fear when we come to passages like the one we will look at today.  The Church is Christ’s, but its care and reproduction has been committed to men.  It is not an organization to be grown.  The standards of evaluation in play today will not satisfy the Lord of the Church.  Instead, God tells us how He intends for His body to grow and what constitutes authentic growth in His sight.  

· In order to please Christ and to “walk in a worthy manner,” we are to love and cherish the brothers and sisters.  We are not called to love the programs, services or buildings of the church.  Every facet of a worthy walk has to do with how we care for one another in the body. 
Ephesians 4:1-3 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
· There are no genuine divisions in the body.  They are manmade and often Satanically generated.  The Devil is in the business of alienation.  Stop and think how often some brother or sister has done something to annoy you and make you angry.  The same Christ, the same Father and the same Holy Spirit are at work in the hearts and souls of the entire church. 
Ephesians 4:4-6   4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

· On the Cross Jesus purchased our redemption and secured an eternal victory over Satan and his demons.  Service for Christ is done with the confidence that the victory is already secure. 
Ephesians 4:8-10   8 Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN."  9 (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)

There are three key points that need to be understood from our text this morning.  Here they are: 

· Although Christ gave gifts to all men, He also gave gifted men to the church for the expressed purpose of equipping the rest of the saints for works of service. 

· Works of service have two precise goals. To promote unity in the body and experiential knowledge of Jesus our Lord.
· Our service to Christ other children is service to Him.  It is the chief end of our equipping. 

Christ gave four gifted categories of men to the Church for the Equipping of the Saints 
Ephesians 4:11-12  11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
Apostles:  These are literally “men sent on a mission.”  The term is used in a technical sense in the New Testament to describe the twelve.  This would include Matthias who was replaced after the death of Judas.  Paul is also included in the number although he considered himself the least of the apostles and not worthy to be called one.  
Their place of standing within the early church was confirmed and authenticated by signs and wonders. 

2 Corinthians 12:12   12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.

Prophets:   Apparently there is a gift of prophecy that is different from what we are discussing here.  God gave the gift of prophecy but He also gave the gifts of prophets to the church.  They assisted the apostles in laying down the foundations of the church upon which subsequent generations of gifted men  would build. 
Ephesians 2:19-20  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

Ultimately the authenticity of New Testament prophets was to be measured by the doctrine of the Apostles.

1 Corinthians 14:37-38  37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.  38 But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Apostles and Prophets have passed from the scene.  How can we be certain of this?  They laid the foundation.  We are not going up with another foundation.  We are now building a structure on that foundation and for that, God has chosen Evangelists and Pastor/Teachers.  Paul speaks of an order of appointment that many believe is chronological in I Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 12:28  28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 

Evangelists:  The men spoken of here in the Scripture bear no resemblance to the traveling preachers that we immediately connect with this term.  Instead this was a man given to the church for its equipping.   Philip is called an evangelist in Acts 21:8 and Timothy is told to do the work of one in II Tim. 4:5.   This word is a form of the Greek word for “gospel.”  These were men who preached the cross and explained the gospel message.  They were the missionaries and church planters.  They seek to win men and women to Christ through the preaching of the gospel.   They are the logical next step in the progression Paul uses here in Ephesians.  
If the Apostles were given the authoritative message  from Christ Himself and the Prophets assisted them in proclaiming that authoritative message for the purpose of laying the foundation of the church, then the Evangelist now begins to build upon that foundation. 

Pastors and Teachers [Pastor/Teachers]:   The Greek word for “Pastor” describes a shepherd.  One who tends sheep.  Jesus used the verb form when He reinstated Peter by the shore of Galilee. 

John 21:16  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."

The little word translated “and” in Greek can also mean “even,” “also,” or “in particular.”   Although there is a separate gift of “teaching” in the New Testament, this text seems to be referring to a Pastor who is a teacher.  Notice that the other two times that Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, Jesus told Peter to “tend [feed]His Sheep.”  The giving of food to Christ’s flock is a primary demonstration of Love for the Savior Himself. 
Paul described this type of man to Timothy. 
1 Timothy 5:17  17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.

But wait,  Paul describes an “Elder” when he wrote to Timothy and not a Pastor.  What exactly is the relationship between these positions? Two passages make it clear that Pastors are Elders who teach and oversee the flock of God.  There are other elders who care for the flock spiritually but may not have their primary labor in the study and teaching of the Word of God. 
1 Peter 5:1-2 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;
Speaking to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:17, Paul makes this statement. 
Acts 20:28   28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
We see from this that ALL elders are to shepherd the flock and oversee it.  Some elders are to “labor to the point of exhaustion” in the preaching and teaching of the Word. 
Works of service have two precise goals. To promote unity in the body and experiential knowledge of Jesus our Lord.

Ephesians 4:13-14  13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

Every parent desires that his or her children be mature when they grow up physically.  It is devastating when a 30 year old has the maturity level of a 12 year old.  They take a real beating in life because Satan and his ministers are merciless in the pursuit of men who live apart from the fellowship of believers and intimacy with Christ.  It is the purpose of all equipping ministry to teach the brothers and sisters to know and worship Christ and to serve one another in unity and love.  
To the degree that we achieve those two things we will no longer be children.  
Children have the following characteristics:  [14]
· They believe anything anybody says. 
· They are easily deceived by those who care to do so.  

Grown ups have the following characteristics: [15]
· They speak the truth

· They continue to learn and grow.

· They know that they do not know it all and that Christ is the one they are to imitate. They desire to be fully like Christ.  Nothing short of that will satisfy them. Are you like that in your desires?
Our service to Christ’s other children is service to Him.  [16]
Ephesians 4:16  16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Every brother or sister is part of this body.  We are not in the business of amputation.  We are about holding on to one another.  We are “joined” and our joined strength is infinitely more than any severed part.  Whatever part you are, you are to work for the building up of the rest of the body in love. 
The body builds itself up when every individual part is working properly.  Do you not wish to be part of a healthy body?  Is something like this worth the effort you could put in to serve Christ in love?  This is not hard.  It requires the love of God.  He promises to supply you with that through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Please notice that it is not building up of the body in knowledge.  It is not the building up of the body in numbers.  It is not the building up of the body in organization, or prestige or testimony.  It is in love.  It is the compelling purpose of God with regard to His church.  It should be ours as well. We teach, preach, show mercy, serve, pray, help, and show compassion to build one another up in love.  This is why you serve your spouse, your child and your Savior.  It is the same reason we serve the brothers and sisters. 
1 John 4:10-12  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.

1 John 4:19 19 We love, because He first loved us.
Romans 8:37   37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
CONCLUSION:
· Christ has committed His children to the care of men.  We are not free to care for them as we see fit.  We are under direction and the authority of the Word of God.  We are to equip the brothers and sisters.
· The brothers and sisters are then to do works of service designed to build up the body of Christ. We know we are building up the body when there is unity of heart and spirit and men and women, boys and girls have an intimate love for and  knowledge of Christ.  When people serve one another for the love of Christ it promotes unity through love and reveals the true character of Jesus through our sacrifice and compassion for one another. 
The very last words of instruction given in the epistles of the New Testament pointedly summarize all that we have said and learned here today.  Take them home with you and meditate upon them.   

Jude 1:20-25  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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