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Introduction:

Ephesians 3:13-14   13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.  

It is well known to the Ephesians that Paul is in prison.  It is also fairly clear at this point why he is there.  Paul originally started this prayer in verse one, but then decided to explain his circumstances and the “mystery” of the church in more detail.  
Ephesians 3:2   2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you;
The Ephesians were primarily “Gentile” so they were aware, from having had Paul as their pastor for nearly three years, that they were accepted in Christ and had become “fellow heirs and fellow members of the body” Ephesians 3:6  
Paul was concerned however that they would not see the connection between what God was doing through His body “The Church” and Paul’s incarceration.  When Paul says that his tribulations or sufferings were on their behalf, he clearly reveals how God intended the gospel to go forth.  Paul knew Christ came to save all men.  This preaching to the Gentiles expanded the understanding of the Messiah to global proportions.  No longer would He be Israel’s alone.  He is Israel’s to be sure and their rejection of Him did not change that in any sense.  God merely used that rebellion as the means He had determined before hand to take the gospel to the nations of the world. 
“For they are your glory:” The word glory speaks of esteem or reputation or even standing.  You can see why we so often apply this word to God Himself.  He has a glory that is unique and unsurpassed.  But men have “glory” in the Greek sense of this word.  Paul here tells us Gentiles that he was willing to rot in a Roman prison to reveal that we have been purchased equally by the blood of the cross.  This, he did freely because the reputation, standing and esteem of Christ was also being proclaimed through the preaching of the Cross. 
Ephesians 3:14 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,

Paul is aware that nothing he can say, write or do will have any meaningful impact upon men. It is not within the power of men to make God known.  I know this is a bold statement, but I intend to back it up for you.  This is a key point and is probably the one thing from this morning’s message that I really want you to grasp and take home.  Let me show you this theme in the Scripture. 
Paul teaches great and mind boggling doctrines.  He reveals mysteries and explains the character and nature of Christ, but he knows that nobody can understand him.  Let me show you the flow of this truth in Scripture.

God the Son, Jesus came teaching and revealing God.  While here on earth He most usually referred to Himself as “The Son of Man.”  He was born a man, lived a man and died as a man.  But He was also God the Son.  His life was a well planned demonstration of how a man is to live before God.  Jesus revealed His total dependence on the Father time and time again. 
Matthew 4:3-4   3 And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread."  4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"
Matthew 26:52-53  52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword.  53 "Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?
This extended even to His teaching of the disciples and other men as well. 

Matthew 16:11  11 "How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."
Mark 9:31-32  1 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, "The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later."  32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him.

Luke 2:49-50  49 And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father's house?"  50 But they did not understand the statement which He had made to them.

John 8:43  43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 
John 10:6  6 This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them.
John 20:9  9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

Now take your Bible and turn to John 14:16. 
John 14:16-17  16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

Jesus is praying for the spiritual needs of His disciples.  He is asking the Father to send the Spirit to meet those needs.  Now I ask you:  Why did He not just meet them Himself?  Cannot the creator of the universe give spiritual understanding to His own disciples?  Of course He can, but that is not the issue at all.  Christ is living and ministering exactly as He intended for us to live and minister.  “Dependent upon the Holy Spirit!”  See how He puts it just 2 chapters later in John 16.  
John 16:12-15  12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.
Paul was preaching and revealing God exactly the way he knew Jesus did; In dependence upon the Spirit of God! It was always God’s intention that Christ Himself should be revealed by the Spirit of God  through The Word of God.  

The One Thing You Need to Know Today:  It is the Spirit of God who reveals Christ to men not you.  The Scripture is the primary means, but you are also “witnesses.”  
2 Corinthians 3:2, 3  You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
If Jesus prayed for and depended upon the work of the Spirit in the lives of those he taught and if Paul imitated Christ, then surely it should be our practice.  Are you able to think of someone who is lost?   Would the love of Christ constrain you to pray for their spiritual eyes to be opened to see Christ?  This is entirely doable, my friends.  You can pray with expectation for the salvation of individual, personal men and women with names you know. 
Although I have already told you the one thing you need to know, I am hoping that I can slip in a couple of other important things for us to ponder in the days to come. Let us see how Paul prayed for his readers. They were believers, but still totally dependent upon the Spirit to give them insight into the character and nature of God.  Paul does not desire them to know facts.  He gave them information only so that they could know God.  Paul Prays for 5 things for us. I pray these for you by name.  I challenge you to pray them for someone else.  He prays that: 

· We will know that all men are saved by God alone. [15]
· We will know that all men are strengthened by God alone. [16]
· We will know and enjoy an intimacy with Christ. [17]
· We will comprehend the vastness of the love of Christ [18]
· We will be filled with Christ’s fullness  [19]
I. To Know that All Men are Saved by God Alone. [3:15]
Ephesians 3:14-15  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  
The original text is telling us that the “Father” to whom Paul is praying is the originating cause of His children.  We might see some earthly distinction;  “The Church in Africa” or the “Church in Central America” for instance, but they all flow “out of the Father.”  God is the life giver.  This process is ongoing today.  God is still bringing “sons and daughters to glory” through the gospel.  “Derives” is a present tense verb and emphasizes the continual nature of God’s “Fathering” of spiritual children. 
The Greek word translated “every” in our English text can mean “whole.”  It is not possible to tell for certain which translation would be the best here.  Either one gives sound Biblical meaning to the text.  If it is the whole family then the unity of the worldwide Body of Christ is emphasized there.  If it is “every family”  then the unity of all men is still stressed by the fact that we all have a common father.  Paul begins his prayer for this family that is united by their common father. 
II. To Know that All Men are Strengthened through God’s Spirit Alone [3:16]

Ephesians 3:16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,
It is not clear why the church depends so little on the Holy Spirit in our day.  Perhaps it is because of the great misapplication of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit that we have seen in our generation.  Just as likely is the fact that the church has turned away from the Word of God and prayer and has focused its attention on marketing and entertainment exclusively.  Whatever the cause, the reality is certainly clear.  Men depend on themselves and other men to a much greater degree than they do the Spirit of God.  In the recent past I have spoken to many churches that were looking for a pastor.  Not a single one of them ever asked me how much or in what manner I prayed.  They were concerned about how I looked and how I spoke.  Paul had similar observations made about him:
ESV 2 Corinthians 10:10 For they say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no account."
The very first thing Paul prays for is for a supernatural strengthening of the Inner Man by the Holy Spirit. Notice the resources Paul invokes in his prayer.
“According to the riches of His Glory.”  By now we have probably forgotten what any of those are and are ready to just skip over this phrase so that we can see what is coming next.  Now remember this:  “All Scripture is God-breathed.”  Every word flows from the heart of God.  Ask yourself then;  “What are the ‘riches of His Glory?”   Well, Paul has been talking about them since chapter one, verse three.  Let’s just review them quickly: 
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love
Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace
Ephesians 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
Ephesians 1:13-14  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

The prayer is to be strengthened within by The Holy Spirit so that you what you have been given by Christ will be daily in your mind.  How is it possible that a man with a million dollars in the bank should live in starvation?  Paul like pastors today sees Christians upon whom God has showered the wealth of heaven living like spiritual paupers.  They doubt His love even though He has set His affection on them from before the beginning of the world.  They do not feel forgiven even though Christ actually went to the cross to grant it freely to them.  They wonder if God will see them through trials even though they are already the possessors of God’s inheritance with Christ. 
Dear brothers and sisters.  Pray for one another to be strengthened in the inner man.  Expect God to answer this prayer for one another. Pray it for yourselves as well.  
III. To Experience Intimacy with Christ Alone. [3:17]

Ephesians 3:17-19  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Paul does not exhort men to love Christ, he prays that the Spirit will cause them to love Christ.  You need to stop a couple of things right away: 
Stop settling for knowing about Christ.  He is not something to be described or categorized.  He is a person to be known and loved.  
“Dwelling” is “living at home”  or  “making His home” with you.  Paul is praying for us to live with Christ not just to visit Him on Sunday or before bed.  Christ is with you in a most intimate relationship.  If you know this in the inner man you will not shut the door behind you or leave home without Him.    Dwelling is the emphasis of this verse.  Jesus Himself considered this intimacy the absolute essential element of our relationship.  No matter what else you believe about or do for Christ He will never be satisfied until He is dwelling intimately in your heart.  
Revelation 2:4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

This intimacy is through faith.  To have faith you must hear the Word of God.  But many many hear the Word without faith.  Is that not true?  So I ask you again, what is the solution to such realities?  Dependence on the Holy Spirit of God!  Do not speak or witness if you are not willing to pray.  Paul and Jesus both set this example.  They prayed for their hearers and they depended on the Holy Spirit to make their words a reality in the hearts of men. 
Paul now uses two metaphors that are common to him.  Good roots will enable a plant to draw nutrition and withstand adversity.  The word “grounded” refers to the foundation of a building.  Once the foundation is put down properly the rest of the house can grow confidently on it. 
“Being rooted and grounded in love:”  This phrase is best understood to go with verse 18.  Remember, Paul is praying for them to know and experience the reality of what Christ has done for them.  He knows that this is a work of the Holy Spirit and that he [Paul] cannot expect teaching and preaching alone to accomplish this great task. 
Romans 5:5-6  …hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

 Therefore, being confident of their “rooting and grounding”  he now prays that they will comprehend it. 

IV. To Comprehend the Vastness of Christ’s Love. [3:18-19]
Ephesians 3:18-19  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

There is no small prayer.  Paul himself is at a loss for words to describe such a thing. 

Romans 8:38-39  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

If the Spirit of God is to give you comprehension than someone must give you knowledge.  Keep yourself therefore in the Word and under the Word. Never study the Word to “Know the Word!”  Study the Word to know Christ.   The Word of God will overwhelm you with the love of God. 
Jeremiah 15:16  16 Your words were found and I ate them, And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; For I have been called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts.

Job 23:12  I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Psalm 1:2  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.
Psalm 19:9-11  9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.  10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.

To reflect upon God’s love brings a profound sense of awe.  How can these things be.  How can the God of creation move heaven and earth to die for me.  How can I, among the millions have been found by Him.  I was the lost sheep.  
Lastly but certainly not leastly, Paul prays for us to be “filled up to all the fullness of God.”  This is a truly remarkable request.  If a man is filled with anger he is “controlled” by that.  Such is the meaning of this Greek word as well.  Paul prays that we might be under the sway of the “fullness of God.”  
Colossians 1:19   19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,
Colossians 2:9   9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

Jesus was the complete triune God.  Paul prays for all the excellencies of God to be poured out into your life.  He knows this is a work of the Spirit.  He knows he can pray for it with expectation.  He knows that Christ desires it for His own children.  
Earlier I said that There is One Thing You Need to Know Today:  It is the Spirit of God who reveals Christ to men.  If you would just try to also remember this one other thing as well.  You and I are those men.  
· Desire to bask in  the love of Christ in your inner man.  
· Pray for one another to comprehend the Love of Christ

· Learn about your God.  Never read the Bible or listen to a sermon without praying, “Lord!  Show me your glory and love.”

Listen to what happened to Job when he thought of God. 

Job Then Job replied:  2 "How you have helped the powerless! How you have saved the arm that is feeble!  3 What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! And what great insight you have displayed!  …7 He spreads out the northern skies over empty space; he suspends the earth over nothing.  8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not burst under their weight.  9 He covers the face of the full moon, spreading his clouds over it.  10 He marks out the horizon on the face of the waters for a boundary between light and darkness.  11 The pillars of the heavens quake, aghast at his rebuke….   13 By his breath the skies became fair….14 And these are but the outer fringe of his works; how faint the whisper we hear of Him! Who then can understand the thunder of His power?"  
Conclusion: 
I agree with Job, David and Paul.  Who can explain God?  Who dares imagine that He grasps Him or can teach others to do so as well?  We cannot conceive His true power.  He always astounds us. We stand in awe of what He can do for us.  He is glorious and sometimes that is about all we feel we have to say.  Paul, even under the inspiration of the Spirit, just finally has to bring the whole thought to this conclusion: 
Ephesians 3:20-21  20 To him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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