The Mystery Revealed
Ephesians 3:1-6
Community Bible Church

August 6th, 2006
Introduction:

As we have previously observed, Paul’s theme in the book of Ephesians is the churches unity of heart and mind.  The world is terminally alienated from God and men are therefore also alienated from one another.  The intent of Ephesians is therefore two fold:

· To show that all men regardless of race, religion or language are not only included in Christ but united in Him as well.
· To demonstrate the total sufficiency of Jesus Christ for all men.  
Just look at the unifying realities that Paul has already discussed with the Ephesians:

· God has made a “New Man” from two very “old” ones. [The Jews and the Gentiles] Old men who have hated each other for as long as anyone can remember.  “The Church” is that New Man. 
Ephesians 2:15  15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,

· God has used the Cross to accomplish this.  Through the Cross the ordinances of the law that had previously been used to separate men were abolished.  The barriers went down.  Christ is everything and religion and culture cease to control men. 
Ephesians 2:16 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

· All men have equal access to the Father through Christ the son.  No religion wants to accept this reality.  It crushes the pride and makes all men equal when they stand at the foot of the cross.  No sacraments, no priests, no rituals, no esoteric knowledge, no special revelations, no national or linguistical superiority. 
Ephesians 2:18 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
· This “New Man” is a citizen of heaven.  The reality of what God does here totally eclipses the importance of what men do in this world.  Globalism is Satan’s cheap imitation of what God did in Christ. 
Ephesians 2:19 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
Paul wants to pray again for the Ephesians but before he does he digresses to explain more fully the two themes of the book.  He does this because he knows that the entire idea of God unifying Jews and Gentiles is beyond the pale of imagination.  Apart from God, can you even begin to imagine a relationship of brotherly love between Osama and a Jewish West-Bank settler or a German Jew and an SS officer? 

Paul therefore is going to take pains here to explain that this is information from God.  It is not new to God, it is new to men.  He is not imagining it or creating it out of thin air, but it has been kept secret by God until now.   This is exactly what Paul means when he speaks of a “mystery.”  More about this in a moment.  
Paul explains three extraordinary truths about himself in relationship to the entire revelation of Christ.  Namely: 
· Paul was given an extraordinary task to complete

· Paul was given extraordinary insight into what God was doing
· Paul was given the extraordinary task of revealing these truths to the world. 

I. Paul’s Extraordinary Task [3:1-2]
Ephesians 3:1-2  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you;

As I mentioned before, Paul wants to pray for them.  He starts to tell them the reason for the prayer, but he gets side tracked until verse 14.  We can see him return to his prayer there. 
Ephesians 3:14 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,

In verse 14 he gets back on task and actually begins his prayer.  Now Paul is not scatterbrained.  He wants to pray for them to experience the reality of this “New Man” which is the church, but it occurs to him just as he starts this prayer that he should reinforce that he is under mandate from God to reveal this to them.  He is fully under the direction of Christ in this teaching.  Now notice how he demonstrates this. 
For this reason:  Paul’s reason to pray is that he is in possession of this knowledge of the church.  But he knows that knowledge is sterile without the Spirit of God.  We are not going to discuss this today but just notice how he prays when he finally resumes the prayer. 
Ephesians 3:16-19  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

This is a prayer that clearly goes beyond knowledge.  He actually says so in the last sentence.  Preachers must pray because their teaching is only the means that God uses to reveal Christ to men.  Paul is dependent on Christ through prayer!
I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus:  Paul does not believe for a moment that his circumstances are controlled by the Jews who hate him or the Romans who imprison him. He is the “prisoner” of Christ.  Dear brothers and sisters, train yourselves to think like Paul.  In your own mind, is Christ your keeper or are your circumstances driving your life and thoughts.  Paul is dependent on Christ in Prison! 
For the sake of you gentiles:  Paul is there because he will not become unfaithful to what Christ has tasked him with.  The gentiles are to be united with Christ and the Jews.  After the initial calling out from the Jews at Pentecost, Israel hardened her heart toward Christ and persecuted Paul because of his preaching and life.  The actual human circumstances of his incarceration had to do with commitment to the message he is proclaiming here. 
Acts 21:26-31   26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, purifying himself along with them, went into the temple giving notice of the completion of the days of purification, until the sacrifice was offered for each one of them.  27 When the seven days were almost over, the Jews from Asia, upon seeing him in the temple, began to stir up all the crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, "Men of Israel, come to our aid! This is the man who preaches to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this place; and besides he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place."  29 For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.  30 Then all the city was provoked, and the people rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the temple, and immediately the doors were shut.  31 While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion.  Paul is dependent on Christ when misunderstood and maligned!!
The stewardship of God's grace:  The word “stewardship” describes the care over the affairs of another.  In this case it is the care over the gentile believers.  Christ had assigned to Paul the care of this “New Man” the church which is Christ’s body.  Like Joseph, Paul the prisoner was assigned his “stewardship.”  Paul was dependent on Christ in his daily service!!
1 Timothy 1:11-12   11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.  12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service,

Paul then is intent on demonstrating that what he is teaching and praying about is not his own doing.  Paul’s task was extraordinary and monumental, but we are assigned ours.  Our dependency should take the same form.  If Christ is the keeper of our lives then certainly He is also the orchestrator of our calling and circumstances.  Learn to think this way.  It is the Biblical way. 
Having spoken of his position and dependence on God, Paul now turns his attention to the actual insight that God has given him in his role as steward over Christ’s body, the Church. 
II. Paul’s Extraordinary Insight [3:3-5]
Ephesians 3:3-5 3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;
By revelation:  This is an uncovering, thus a “revealing” of truth that was previously covered.  Paul did not discover this.  God showed it to him.  
The Mystery:  This is a restatement in a way of what was just said.  A “mystery” is not something that cannot be understood.  It is something that has not previously been revealed.  The extraordinary revelation is that God had always planned the salvation of the Gentiles through the Messiah of Israel.  
Colossians 1:25-27  25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Paul had mentioned this in the first chapter, but he wants them to understand what he was referring to there. 

Ephesians 1:9   9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him

Paul actually gives us the definition of “mystery” right here in this text.  He explains that this body of Christ, the New Man was never known to men until the Spirit revealed it to the Apostles.  
Ephesians 3:7-9 7 of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.  8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;
Paul was aware that he had been appointed this blessed task because of Grace.  He is not the most qualified man to do it.  He still considers himself “the least of all saints.”  This is not false humility.  He was aware that he had hated Christ and His other children and even killed them.  
He has also been appointed to “bring all this to light.”  Paul is the primary receiver of this information and is certainly the central steward over its development.  He wrote at least 13 of the 27 New Testament books.  In them he gives us the primary teaching on the church and its centrality to Christ.  It is and extraordinary revelation given to the world and even to heaven.  
Ephesians 3:10 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
The angels were leaning over the railings of heaven in astonishment at what God did in Christ.  Who could have ever imagined they must have said.  The perfectly righteous one would become sin for His own creation.  He would Himself suffer the humiliation and shame of mocking and execution as a common criminal and blasphemer?   
What at spectacle to the universe!  The redemption of man has left heaven aghast.  Yet men know so little of its awesomeness.  Is it any wonder that Paul prays so fervently; that you… 
Ephesians 3:18-19  8 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 
John gives us a glimpse of heaven’s astonishment over the Cross when he describes this scene before the throne: 
Revelation 5:8-12   8 When He [Jesus] had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."
III. Paul’s Extraordinary Revelations [3:6]
Ephesians 3:6   6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,
It is vital at this point that we do not in any way equate the institutional, organizational church with what the Scripture is speaking of here.  Much of what men think of as church is man made.  Structures, programs, committees and boards can sometimes obscure what the Bible speaks of here.  The revealed truth about the church is that Christ came for all men.  
The Jews knew that they were heirs of the promise.  They even knew that God would also bless the gentiles and save them.
Genesis 12:3 3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

Hosea 1:10  10 Yet the number of the sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And in the place Where it is said to them, "You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons of the living God."
Psalm 72:8-11 8 May he also rule from sea to sea And from the River to the ends of the earth.  9 Let the nomads of the desert bow before him, And his enemies lick the dust.  10 Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  11 And let all kings bow down before him, All nations serve him.
What is so unbelievable is that He would make them fellow heirs with God’s covenant people.  John MacArthur said, “the idea of including Gentiles in one body with Jews was the spiritual equivalent of saying that lepers were no longer to be isolated, that they were now perfectly free to intermingle and associate with everyone else as normal members of society.  In the minds of most Jews, their spiritual separation from Gentiles was so absolute and so right that the thought of total equality before God was inconceivable and little short of blasphemy.”  New Testament Commentary on Ephesians:  page 91
There are those who assert today that the church actually took the place of Israel and that the promises to Israel are now rolled to the church.  Furthermore, because the promises made to Israel have never been literally fulfilled to the church they must therefore be metaphorical or symbolic and not concrete.  By this reasoning men conclude that there will be no actual Millennium on the Earth as the Bible states. 
Revelation 20:4-7 4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.  7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,

Now notice carefully how the Bible puts this in verse six.  The gentiles are to become “fellow heirs,” “fellow members,” and “fellow partakers” of the promises of the Messiah. 
Jeremiah tells of that promise:

Jeremiah 31:31-33 31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

God made all His covenants with Israel and He will keep them all with her.  The Gentiles have been made “fellow heirs.”   This is precisely the state of all who trust Christ whether Jew or Gentile.  

Hebrews 10:15-18 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.   
CONCLUSION:  Paul’s Extraordinary Desire for the Glory of God to be known. [3:10-12]

Ephesians 3:10-12   10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.

The church was never “plan B.”  It was always the “plan.”   Israel was never cast away and she was certainly not replaced.  
Romans 11:1-2 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.

The Gospel “Good News” is this.  The Jewish Messiah had always intended to, not only save the Gentiles, but to make them His heirs along with Israel.  This extraordinary blessing did not happen by adding Gentiles to the bankrupt Jewish system of law and ordinance, but by creating one “New Man,” “The Church” and making both Jew and Gentile fellow heirs of God’s New covenant. 
After reflecting on these very things in Romans nine, ten and eleven, Paul is finally overwhelmed by the greatness of it all and exclaims; 

Romans 11:33-36 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
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