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Introduction:

The opening chapter of Ephesians is so full of information about the greatness of God and His love for us, that we have only been able to absorb a small portion of it so far.   I believe it is intended to overwhelm us with God’s blessings and His power to bless us.  We have called these “The Surpassing Blessings of the Cross” and “The Surpassing Greatness of His Power.”  
It is difficult to imagine how these could be magnified beyond what chapter one has already said about them.  Nevertheless, chapter two finds a way to make everything that has been said about God’s affection, action and abilities, even more spectacular.  
We humans are inclined to imagine ourselves worthy of at least some consideration.  After all we say, “I am not a murderer or a thief.”  “I try not to harm my neighbor” and “there are certainly many people who behave in a worse manner than me.”   I do know however, that I am not perfect and therefore I appreciate God’s grace to me because it adds what I need in order to be whole and righteous in His sight. 
Perhaps you have tried to qualify for a loan at some point in your life.  In order to do so you must have some assets.  These you will pledge toward the repayment of the loan.  You provide what you have and the bank provides the rest.  In this way you are able to buy what you wanted without being sufficiently wealthy to do so alone.  
Any student wishing to enter college is aware that certain “pre-requisites” must be met.  We need to have learned something before we are allowed to go on to learn more.  
All these illustrations from our everyday lives explain why we have difficulty accepting God’s explanation of how and why He saves men.  In our experience in the world, we contribute our part.  It is easy to imagine it to be the same with our salvation. 
Perhaps one more illustration will help us before we plunge into our text this morning. Luke tells the true story in chapter seven of his gospel.  

Luke 7:36-48  36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume,  38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.  39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner."  40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher."  41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?"  43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly."  44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.  46 "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little."  48 Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven."

· Jesus was not and is not afraid to be touched by defiled men.  This woman was an unforgiven sinner when she came.  She was probably a prostitute.  Christ was not defiled by her sin.  He Himself taught that it is not what we are exposed to that defiles us but what is in our hearts. 
Mark 7:18-23  18 And He said to them, "Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him,  19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?" (Thus He declared all foods clean.)  20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

· The Pharisee believes himself to be righteous.  He condemns this woman for her sin and condemns Christ for not condemning her as well.  Now listen carefully because many who profess Christ today do the same.  When they condemn sinners for their sin they declare themselves to be less sinful. Whenever I condemn a sinner [by word or thought] because of his or her sin, I declare myself to be acceptable to God by the same standard.  In other words, if that man is condemned because of something he does then I am acceptable to God because I do not do that.  This is the heart of a Pharisee but absolutely not the heart of Christ..  Peter explains this fully in his second letter. 

2 Peter 1:4-9  He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. [He Granted,  We Escaped]  5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.    
· The more self righteous a person is the less he will love God and others.   The more you believe you bring to the table the less you will appreciate the feast you eat.   The less you have to be forgiven for the less you will cherish the death of Christ on the Cross for you.   Jesus taught all these things with a simple story while a desperately sinful woman wept on and kissed his dusty feet. 
This brings us to verse one.  We are aware of what God has done from chapter one.  We know of His surpassing blessings in Christ and His Sovereign power to carry it out.  How can anything be more glorious than this?  Simply stated:  The less I have to do with my salvation the more glorious it becomes.   The sinful woman loved Christ to the point of outward humiliation.  The Pharisee did not love God at all.   The greatest debtor loves the most. Paul even boasted: 
1 Timothy 1:15-16   15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.

It is Paul then who wrote the words at hand this morning.  In these ten verses he deals with five vital truths that will make the glories of chapter one come alive to us personally.

I. Your Original Spiritual Condition  [2:1-3]

Ephesians 2:1-3  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
“And You”   This description of “you” before you believed is a continuation of Paul’s prayer in Chapter One.  In 1:19 Paul is praying that believers would know the “surpassing greatness of His Power.”   He goes on to explain what that power is and how it is demonstrated to men. 
Ephesians 1:19-20  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

Every believer accepts that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  Jesus was stone cold dead.  He was beaten, crucified, run through with a spear and then bound in grave clothes before being placed in the tomb.  Such is the greatness of God’s power.  Death could not hold Christ.   Now let your eyes fall back on verse one of chapter two.  It is Paul’s prayer that you should know this: “You were dead in your trespasses and sins.”   Stone cold dead.  
Now there are believers who do not wish to make this connection, but it is clearly here in this passage.  If we are to believe that Christ was literally dead and take the grammar at face value, we would have to say that God is describing our spiritual state of death so that He can apply the same power to it that He used to raise Christ from the dead.  This is however a strange state. 
We were dead spiritually to God and in need of a resurrection, but we were certainly not dead to our own sin and corruption.  In fact, all three of the enemies of God ruled us when we were dead to God.  The World, The Flesh and The Devil. 
We walked in our sins:  When we moved or acted we were in it.  It was our normal state.  Nothing seemed out of the ordinary because it was the only thing we had ever known. 
It was the way the entire world walked:  “according to course of this world” describes an unchallenged and authoritive way of thinking that flows down to those under its control.  The world is one of the primary enemies of believers but it is the friend and safe haven of the lost.  It is their comfort zone.  Everyone thinks and acts this way and we are safe being like them.
It was energized and orchestrated by the Devil:  I have heard many Christians casually say that the Devil had nothing to do with their sin.  They were corrupted enough on their own.  But according to the Scripture, the Devil has much to do with your sin.  Do not minimize his power or presence in the world.  Again, the Bible describes a control that flows downward to those under its power.  
Its defining characteristic is disobedience to God: Because it is from the Devil who controls this world it is a ‘spirit” of disobedience.  Some men will object saying, “I don’t disobey God.”  We only think such things because God is unknown to them as is His will and commands.  Such thoughts serve to illustrate the truth of what the Bible says about the condition of the lost.  
We lived to indulge the lusts of our flesh and mind:  The world promises fulfillment and satisfaction.  Because it is the only voice they are capable of hearing, its promises ring true to men who are dead to God.  Possessions, adventure, pleasure, power, acclaim. This is why so many grow bitter in old age.  They have been betrayed and tricked to throw away their lives for something of no value.  
Matthew 16:26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
We were objects of the wrath of God:  Not the furious outburst of anger we humans would indulge in.  This is a calculated and considered resistance to the course that men walk.  God shows His wrath in the world be resisting men in their sin and rebellion.   
II. God’s Motivating Attribute  [2:4]
Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
“And You” were dead “But God” acted on your behalf.  Remember, Paul did not pray that God would use His great power; he prayed that we would know about it.   This first aspect of God’s character could never be revealed to creation without sin.  Mercy:   is defined as "kindness or good will toward the miserable and afflicted, joined with a desire to relieve them” This is a primary characteristic of God that cannot even be revealed within the Godhead.  God, seeing our desperate state, acted to deliver us. 
Love is present between the persons of the trinity but they are worthy; wretched sinners are not.  God reveals His love to us precisely because we are unlovely.  Love for the deserving is not the kind of love God bestows on men.  

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

III. God’s Unilateral Actions [2:5-6]
Ephesians 2:5-6   5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
This verse emphasizes our dead state.  It gives no wiggle room to imagine that we made the first move toward God like some popular interpretations of salvation by grace.  Look at the actual words.  The NASB is an accurate translation of the Greek text. “Even when we were dead.”  
God acts to raise the dead.  Jesus showed that at the tomb of Lazarus.  Death has no power over God.  He showed that at the tomb of Christ as well.  Paul makes a new word here.  It means “made alive together.”   He uses it in Colossians as well.  It emphasizes that we are now together with Christ in His life.  We did not merely receive some singular transformation from death.  God used the same power He used to raise Christ from the dead to impart spiritual life to us and unite us with Christ.  We are alive with the same life [eternal life] that Christ possesses. 
Our union is definitive.  It is not dependent on whether or not we will make the cut.  When we were made alive with the life of Christ we were also seated in the minds eye of God with Christ in heaven.  
IV. God’s Primary Purpose in Acting Alone for our Salvation [2:7-9]
Ephesians 2:7-9   7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Why does God act alone to save us? The Bible offers three reasons:

· God wants to glorify Himself in the ages to come by revealing His Grace to men.  Again, this is an aspect of God’s person that can never be known without sin.  When Satan incited the fall of mankind he unwittingly opened another door to display the glory of God through grace. The display of the Glory of God will be an eternal undertaking and try to let this soak in just a little….your eternal salvation will be one of the means God chooses to do it. 

· That He might give His eternal life to us.  God is our generous and compassionate Father.  Can you imagine your own children whipping out a check book on Christmas day and asking you how much the gift you bought for them cost so that they could pay you for it.  God also refuses to let us pay for our salvation because: 
· We can never earn enough to buy it. 

· If we could we would become insufferably arrogant about our possession of it.  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· That brings us to the third stated reason why God acts alone to procure our salvation.  So that no on may boast.   Pride is the besetting sin of all men.  Most just do not know it.  Pride is blind to its own presence.  The Pharisee with whom Jesus ate would have never thought of Himself as proud.  He was acting to protect the purity and integrity of God.  
V. God’s Ultimate Purpose and Plan for You [2:10]
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

The word “workmanship” describes considerably more than a nice end table or cabinet made by a master craftsman.  We are the “created work” of God.  This is another way to picture the giving of life to men.  First God uses the idea of resurrection and now creation.  This word is used in the Greek Old Testament to describe the creating work of God.  
Not only were we created by the life giver but He had a specific plan in mind when He did so.  He gave us spiritual life so that we might do good works.  This formula can never ever be reversed.  Men do not gain spiritual life because they do good works.  They do good works because it is the purpose and goal of spiritual life.  

These works are not just outwardly good.  One could feed the poor for a variety of reasons.  Some could be very bad.  Not so with these works they are good in nature.  Their motivation and goals are good the way God is good.  

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.
Conclusion: 

God has prepared our good works beforehand for us to walk in them .  This is the same kind of walking that we did in our “trespasses and sins.”  It defines our life.  It flows from our nature which has been created by God.  
The complaint that such security in Christ will lead to a “license to sin” is here laid to rest.  Do not fall for the idea that if we are saved by grace apart from works we will then live a life of sin secure in the knowledge that we have a “Get out of Hell Free” card.   Those who teach such things do not understand what the Bible teaches about salvation and those who live in sin believing that walking an aisle or signing a tract has saved them are not His workmanship.  His workmanship was created to do good.  
God has always intended to bring us fully to glory. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Surpassing Greatness of God in chapter one is magnified beyond all proportion by the realization that our God, having set His affections on us, acted alone to impart life and salvation to us. 
How are we to apply these things:

· Are you the Pharisee at the table or the woman on the floor.  Do you find it easy to despise those who do not come up to your standard?
· Are you the debtor who owed  500 or 50 denarii?  Do you love Christ much or little.  
· Are you the blind or nearsighted man who has “forgotten his purification from his former sins.”  
Paul called this church and us to “Experientially know” the greatness of His power.  It is a power applied with infinite mercy, love.  It is a life giving power.  It is resurrection power.  It is the fusion of your own life to Christ.  Paul prayed for us to know it not know about it.  Jesus called us to love Him.  

Who are you?  How glorious is your salvation.  How magnificent is your Savior.   
Hebrews 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.
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